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PEBFACE. 


A BIOGRAPHY of the Lord Chancellor Eldon can want 
no apology, except for the deficiencies of the writer. 

Li such a memoir, a total absence of pohtical 
feeling would have been hardly attainable, and per- 
haps not desirable. The life of any modern states- 
man, if written without a general sympathy in his 
political views, must have a coldness and flatness, 
which no tone of impartiality could redeem. The 
writer of these pages, therefore, though he presumes, 
in some important instances, — even in one so mo- 
mentous as that of the Cathohc question, — to dis- 
sent from Lord Eldon’s opinions, has not affected 
an air of mdifference as to those stirring questions of 
politics in which Lord Eldon was mixed, and still 
less as to those party attacks of which he was indi- 
vidually the object. Where the course of the work 
has led the author into contact with such subjects, 

he has thought it best to deal with them frankly 

He has ventured to introduce some general notices, 
of several persons connected with Lord Eldon, as 
well as of those eminent men, now no more, who, 
at any period of his Chancellorship, were leaders 
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of tlie Administration in either Jlouse of Parliameiitj 
or Judges of any branch of the English Court of 
Chancery. But no one now living is among the sub- 
jects of these outlines. 

From unavoidable circumstances, publication has 
been delayed beyond the time at first intended ; but, 
as the reputation of Lord Eldon is not lihely to be a 
transient one, it is hoped that the pains, with which 
these memoirs have been collected and sifted, vdll bo 
found to compensate the lateness of their appearance. 

So copious has been the contribution of materials 
from the relatives and friends of Lord Eldon, and, 
above all, from his grandson and successor, the pre- 
sent Earl, that one of the chief dilliculties of the 
work has been to decide what original letter.s and 
papers, among several thousands, sliould be preferred 
for publication, as best suited to unite the objects 
of illustrating Lord Eldon’s character and of gratify- 
ing the interest which attaches to his name. In the 
. hope of accomplishing tliis dotdde purpose, it has been 
thought e.xpcdient to omit all the merely teeluiical 
matters in whieii he was engaged, whether as a 
lawyer or as a statesman, and to notice eVen iiis 
parliumentary speeches in only a cursory manner, 
c.xcept where they have some direct hearing upon his 
fame or fortune, or where the .surviving and .-trotig 
intcre.-'f. of the subject .M-ems to make it importanr 
tiiat his opitttons and authority should he. kepa 
the public. 
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The principal sources, then, of this biography, are : 
First, The letters of Lord Eldon himself to his 
brother Lord StoweU, to his daughter Lady Frances 
Bankes, to his grandson the present Earl, to some 
others of his relations and friends, and to some of 
his political colleagues. 

Secondly, A collection of letters to Lord Chancellor 
Eldon, from George III. ; from George lY., as Prince 
of Wales, as Prince Eegent, and as King ; from Queen 
Charlotte ; from Queen Caroline, when Princess of 
Wales j and from others of the Eoyal Family. 

Thirdly, A manuscript book of anecdotes and ob- 
servations noted down by Lord Eldon himself, in his 
latter years, for his grandson’s use and. amusement. 

Fourthly, Some miscellaneous manuscripts, chiefly 
in his own hand-writing, and various memoranda, — 
communicated by the present Earl. 

Fifthly, Notes, made by Mr. Farrer the Master 
in Chancery, of conversations with Lord Eldon 
shortly before his death: — and contributions from 
Mrs. and Miss Forster, (his brother Henry’s daughter 
and granddaughter,) who spent parts of several 
years with him toward the close of his life, and 
carefully collected all the family traditions relating 
to him. 

Lastly, Those four spirited and interesting arti- 
cles, pubhshed in the Law Magazine, Nos. 41. to 44., 
the able author of which was supplied with much 
authentic information upon points of fact by the late 
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Mr. Pensam, many years one of Lord Eldon’s oiiicial 
secretaries and confidential friends. 

In tlie review of Lord Eldon’s judicial characterj 
the ■writer of this biography has had the aid of some 
well digested references lent to him by Mr. Wright, 
and of some valuable sucr^estions from Mr. Lee, 
both eminent members of the Chancery Bar : and he 
has derived very important benefit from the acemate 
official information, kindly afforded to inm by jNlr. 
Colville and Mr. Bedwell of the Eegister Office, and 
Mr. Smith of the House of Lords. 

Eor the letters of Lord Eldon to Lord Stowell, he 
has to thank his old friend Mr. Chislioline, one of 
Lord Stowell’s executors : and he is indebted to several 
other gentlemen for other contributions, less extensive, 
but likely, he trusts, to advance the acceptation of 
the work which he now ventures to lay before the 
public. 


June IS-M. 
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LOED CHANCELLOE ELDON. 


CHAPTER I. 

TO 1760. 

INTRODUCTION. — ORIGIN OF TUE FA-^IIT.Y AND NAME OP SCOTT. — 
JIR. SCOTT, THE FATHER OF LORD ELDON : HOASTMEN OP NEAV- 
CASTLE. — EXTILVORDINART CIRCUMSTANCES OF AVILLIAM SCOTT’s 
BIRTH. — BIRTH OF JOHN SCOTT, 1751. — EARLY RESIDENCE. — 
EDUCATION : NEAVCASTLE HIGH SCHOOL : REV. HUGH MOISES. 
— SCHOOL DAYS AND STORIES. 

To have risen, withont advantage of birth, property, 
or connection, from comparatively humble station to 
the summits of rank and wealth, has been the fortune 
of many an ambitious man. But the interest attaching 
to the lives of those who have achieved greatness so 
far and no further, is only that of individual adven- 
ture : their history, though public occurrences chance 
to be involved in it, is not connected with the forma- 
tion and direction of national opinion and feeling. 
Lord Eldon’s memory is linked with higher associa- 
tions and more enduring- results. His powers were 
of that rare and standard order, to which, in times of 
danger and doubt, the minds of men make fast as to 
a mooring, and from which a whole generation is fain 
to take its impulse. He had entered public life early 
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18 


LIFE OF LOED 


in that eventful period which Rousseau described as 
the coming age of revolutions. America had thrown 
off the allegiance of her youth. The sacrifices of 
principle, which the coalition of Lord Rorth and Mr. 
Rox was considered to involve, had excited, among 
the English people, a general distrust of party poli- 
ticians. A century had elapsed since the transcen- 
dental questions of civil government had been mooted 
in Europe, except by way of speculative inquiry; so 
that political discussion had the relish of novelty in 
addition to its other attractions. Meanwhile, the 
scandals of the court ’and aristocracy in Erance had 
been laid bare, first by the attacks of the wits and 
philosophers, and afterwards by the coarser onslaught 
of the J acobins ; and the Revolution had there exploded 
in the destruction of the monarchy and of the monarch. 
The abuses, proved in Erance, were then assumed to 
have equal prevalence in England ; the cases, and the 
fitting remedies for them, were declared by English 
demagogues to be parallel; and multitudes of our 
countrymen, some discontented, some corrupt, some 
only thoughtless, joined in a common cry for the 
proscription of existing institutions. The demand 
was difficult to check; for it liad all the strength 
which could be brought by numbers, overbearing, in- 
tolerant, and foul-mouthed ; and, while it atfected to 
regulate itself by abstract reason, it practically took 
that rough road to men’s understandings, -which leads 
through their fears. It was in those fierce heats 
that the strong metal of Scott was fashioned and 
hardened, and WTOUght to its liigh temper. The wan> 
waged by Mr. Eitt with Erance, first in her rcpuhlican, 
and afterwards in her imperial state, did much Urdvcvt 
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iminediatc danger; but when, after tlio pacification of 
Europe, the dangerous dispositions 'A'liich liad for a 
time been absorbed or overlaid by foreign hostility, 
were again let loose upon tlic constitution of England, 
then a fresh rally and a fresh enlistnieiit became neces- 
sary for its defence ; and then the inlluencc of Lord 
Eldon’s character, lessons, and example, was felt upon 
the public mind. lie set himself boldly to cpiench the 
incendiary lights of the new philosophy; and applying 
his great capacity and accurate learning to uphold, by 
argument and recorded experience, that constitution 
which modern sciolists had sought to disparage and re- 
pudiate, he satisfied its natural friends that in it they 
had something vastly more valuable than a mere name 
of anticpiity to light for : while his unimpeachable in- 
tegrity and unbending lirmness gave them full assur- 
ance, that so high a cause lacked not a leader worthy 
of and equal to it. The force which has but too 
often remained a vis inertue, that of the classes which 
include and represent the property, the regular in- 
dustry, and the established religion of England, was 
thus at length awakened, and developed, and inspirited 
to resist the advance of democracy ; and Lord Eldon, 
without the aid of intrigues, or of any other appliances 
than his own ability, reputation, and position, found 
himself at the head of a party, great in numbers and 
still greater in character ; not a frantic multitude, like 
the ignorant and intolerant insurgents that rolled in 
dusty whirlwinds after Gordon or Sacheverel, but a 
calm, coherent, stedfast body, comprehending the 
highest and most respectable ranks — an immense 
majority of the nobility, the clergy, and the landed 
gentry — the superior classes of the mercantile, if not of 
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the manufacturing interests — the generality of the 
liberal professions, — and many of those men of reflec- 
tion and education who, though they had looked ^vith 
hope upon the first experiments of French democracy, 
were able, now that time had blown aside the hot reek 
of that revolution, to descry the necessity of cooler 
counsels, and to deduce a warning from theflo-svnward 
progress of events. Wielding this powerful combination 
of forces. Lord Eldon was enabled, through many a 
long year of untiring energy, to break the successive 
tides of revolution, — until at length, in 1831 , the ill- 
starred conjunction of the royal with the democratic 
will, gave that sinister heave to the constitution wliich 
has wrenched it from its frame, and converted its ad- 
ministration from a systematic government to a suc- 
cession of conflicts, eacli doubtful in its issue, and 
each more dangerous than its antecedent. But, in 
whatever shape and at whatever season the conse- 
quences of that dislocation may come upon us, those 
who honour the memory of Lord Eldon will liave the 
pride of reflecting, that, to tlie latest practicable 
moment, he stood up for tlie ancient safeguards of the 
crown and the people ; and that when at length tlie 
constitution was laid low — when the seal of its doom 
had been extorted by duress from tlie Peers, and tlic 
House of Commons was levelled to a national conven- 
tion — even then, at an age surpassing the common 
limits of mortality, that venerable man refused to 
despair of his country, and set the brave example ef 
a reaction which has raised up one chance more to 
England, for regulating the liberties of her jx-ople, and 
restoring the security of her state. 
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The family of Lord Chancellor Eldon appears to 
have branched from the stock of the Scotts of BaL 
weary. And accordiiigly, soon after his elevation to 
the Peerage, the arms of the Scotts of Balweary '-', with 
certain honourable augmentations, were granted and 
confirmed to the descendants of his father. 

In the Peerage of Scotland, by Sir Robert Douglas 
of Glenbervie, continued by Mr. "Wood, is the follow- 
ing passage respecting the name of Scott f : 

“ There were two principal houses of the name of Scott in 
Scotland ; that of Bucclcuch in the south and west, and that 
of Balweary in Fife, each of which has branched into a num- 
ber of families of consequence. These two houses do not 
appear to have been any way connected, their armorial bear- 
ings possessing no similarity.” 

The author goes on to observe, that the name of 
Scott occurs frequently in records of early date, and 
particularly in one as ancient as the year 1124; and re- 
fers, for an account of the Scotts of Balweary, to Sir 
Robert Douglas’s Baronage of Scotland. In this last- 
named work J, Sir Robert Douglas begins his account 
of “ Scot of Balweary, now represented by Sir WiUiam 
Scot of Ancrum,” by observing, that “ there is no 
family in Scotland of this surname can justly claim 
a higher antiquity than that of Bahvearie : ” and he 
proceeds to deduce the descent of this family to his 
own time, from their direct ancestor. Sir Michael 
Scott, (“a man of property and power ” in the County 

* Note by the phesent Eakb op Eldon. — These arms, borne 
by Lord Eldon and his family before his elevation to the peerage, 
are, argent, three lions’ heads, erased, gules ; and for crest, a 
lion’s head, erased, gules. 

I Douglas's Peerage of Scotland. Edin. 1813, vol. i. p. 245. 

t Douglas's Baronage of Scotland. Edin. 1798, p. 302. 
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of Fife towards the close of the twelfth centuiy,) 
through his great grandson, Sir Michael Scott, whose 
mother was the heiress of Sir Richard Balweaiy. 

This last-mentioned Sir Michael Scott is no less a 
person than the wizard, whose awful grave has been 
unveiled to later times by the spell of a more lawful 
magician. The notes to The Lay of the Last Minstrel 
inform us, that 

Sir Michael Scott of Balwearie flourished during the 
13th century, and Avas one of the ambassadors sent to 
bring the Maid of Norway to Scotland upon the death of 
Alexander III. He Avas a man of much learning, chiefly 
acquired in foreign countries. He Avrote a commentaiy upon 
Ai’istotle, printed at Venice in 1496 ; and several treatises 
upon natural philosophy, from Avhich he appears to have 
been addicted to the abstruse studies of judicial astrology, 
alchymy, physiognomy, and chiromancy. Hence he passed 
among his contemporaries for a skilful magician. 

* 

‘‘Lesly characterises hhn as ‘ sin^uJarie jjhilosophue, astro^ 

‘ nomice, ac medicince laude preestans ; dicehatur penilissimos 
' magice recessus indagussed Dante also mentions him as a 
renoAvued Avizard : — 

‘ Queir altro die iie’ fianclh o cosi poco 
jMichele Scotto tii, clio veramente 
Delle uiagiche frode seppe il giuoco.’ 

Inferno, canto xxmu. 

“ Tlie lucmoi-y of Sir jMichaal Scott siivylvcs in muny a 
legend ; and, in the soutli of Scotland, miy Avork of gixat 
labour and antiquity, is ascribed either to the agency of 
AmW Michael, of Sir 'W'^illiam Wallace, or of the devil.”* 

Such are the elder' traditions of Lord Kldon's race. 
Aiiieiiioir of the more modern Scotts avus fouiul among 
hi* papers, in tlie InuidAvriting of his brother Lord 
StoAvell, frojii Avliich the iblh)wing is an extract: — 

* ,Sco Sir Waiter Scott’s note on lii.-v Lag of ihc .’AjsOv/, 

canto ti. ^tatua xiii. 
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“ It appears to have been an ancient practice for 
the people of the North to resort to Newcastle-npon- 
Tyne, then the great emporium of the northern parts 
of the island, for the purpose of making or improving 
a fortune by merchandise. Leland mentions three 
families particularly, the Carlisles, the Thorntons, and 
the Scotts, as raised by fortunate adventurers of that 
description, being first, as he says, ‘ merchants and 
men of land.^ Of the Scotts particularly, he says, 
‘ the beginning of these Scotts was by merchandise. The 
‘ Blade Freres were of the foundation of Sir Feter and 
‘ Sir Nicholas Scotts. Aslcet Castle., near Felton, was 
‘ these Scotts\ The lands of these Scotts came to 
‘ Herons of Ford, to Dentons,’ ” &c. 

“ The immediate founder of the present family (as 
considered by themselves) was William Scott, who 
rose, as others of the same name had done, by mer- 
chandise; being a considerable merchant, who (by a 
successful application of his industry to various 
branches of commerce exercised in that place and 
neighbourhood) raised a competent fortune mth a 
reputation of unsullied integrity, and of a singular 
prudence and good sense both in the management of 
his commercial concerns and in the whole tenor of 
his general conduct.” 

This was the father of Lord Stoweh and of Lord 
Chancellor Eldon. By indentures, dated the 1st of 
September, 1716, describmg him as William Scott, 
son of WiUiam Scott, of Sandgate, yeoman, he was 
apprenticed for seven years to Thomas Brummel, 
hoastman, of Newcastle-upon-Tyne; an apprentice 

fee of bl. being paid by his father, whom family 

< 

Leland’s Itinerary, vol. vi. foKo 62. 

B 4 ' 
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tradition describes as a clerk in a fitter’s office, and 

✓ 

a man of very good repute. The apprentice was after- 
wards assigned to a Joseph. Colpitis, vitii vthom 
he seems to have served out his time; and havinir, 
by virtue of his apprenticeship, become entitled to 
the freedom of the town of Xewcastle, he took it up 
on the 25th of August, 1724, and on the 7th of Septem- 
ber in the same year, was admitted into the Hoast- 
man’s Company, which, as his sons used to observe, 
consisted of the first tradesmen in Newcastle.'- 


'* Note by the pbesent Ease T^’e learn from Brand's IIis~ 

iory of Neiccasth-on-Tyne vol. ii. p. 269.), that a society of 

ostmen or hostmea had existed as a guild or fraternity in that town 
from time immemorial, previous to their incorporation by charter 
in 1600, by Queen Elizabeth. He adds, “ the cause of their ap- 
pointment seems to be contained in the subse<iueut statute, 5 Hmu 4. 
cap. 9. (a. d. 1404), Marchants aliens : ‘ And also it is ordained 
and stablished that in everie citie, towne, and porte of the sea 
in England, where the saide marciiants aliens or strangers be or 
shall be repairing, sufneient hoostes shall be assigned to ilie same 
marehants by the maior, sheridVs, or bailiU'es of the said cities, 
townes, and portes of the sea ; and that the said marchantes aliens 
and strangers shall dwell in none other plase, but witli their ^aid 
hoostes so to be assigned, and that the same hoates co to be 
assigned shall take for their travaile in the ra.incr as was accus- 
tomed in olde time.’ — StutuUs by Barber, loST, vol. i. p. 22.':?.” 

Brand furtljer states that it appears, from th.e eariicit entries in 
the books of this society of hoastjuen, that the .-tranger arriviug at 
the port of Tyne to buy coal-, is called " the oarte aud he gives 
an engraving of **The Seale of the I'rcleriuiv of the O-'tmen of the 
Towtie of Xewcastle-upoii-Tine," representing the lio.e-'tman re- 
ceiving the .'truiJger, and addres.dng him thus, Welcome my 0;>te.’ 
He quotes aho that ‘•'Cambdcu, in hi.-» Llritaiinia, vol, ii. fol, I, '519., 


bi' tr.uici s 


give.s the following ciymoti : — 

'The Word ho.-.tnicn ja.iy not improperly hi? taketi to 
into the v.s.*t<-rn parmof Europe, and may have their munc lio;u the 
w'urd ou't.'nanuh h e. tia; ca-tnnan a-s trading into tho-e ^ 
ixi Well AS the oin-nuanni, /. c. the ea'tmc.n, w ho c.ura? from tj.i.' 


Cl 


t of Gerinanv into li'cLuai, wh'-re, ujider r..!our x-t truu'e ami 
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His residence was at Newcastle, and his principal 
business was that of a coal-fitter. The coal-fitter is 
the factor who conducts the sales between the 
owner and the shipper, taking the shipper’s order for 
the commodity, supplying the cargo to him, and re- 
ceiving from him the price of it for the owner ; and 
this employment, as it involves considerable trust, is 
of proportionate respectability. 

Mr. William Scott, a complete table of whose de- 
scendants is given at the conclusion of this biography, 
was twice married. By his first wife, Isabella 
Noble, who died at Newcastle in January, 1734, and 
who had borne him three children, he had issue of 
three generations, all of whom are now extinct. 

He married, secondly, (August 18th, 1740, at Hor- 
ton, Woodhorn, Northumberland,) Jane Atkinson, 
daughter of Henry Atldnson, Esquire, of Newcastle. 
He lived to be seventy-nine years of age, and she 
to be ninety-pne. By her he had thirteen children, 
of whom John, the subject of this memoir, was the 
eighth. It will be seen from the pedigree, that those 
of the brothers and sisters who lived to be the 
companions of John, were only William, Barbara, 
Henry, and the last of the three Janes. 

The circumstances of Lord Stowell’s birth were 

mercliandise, being admitted into some of theii* cities, in a short 
time they began a very terrible war.’ ” 

The fraternity of hoastmen of Newcastle-on-Tyne, as Brand 
further informs us, are also called fitters, and he mentions that the 
following expressions from their own books “ wifi, best explain the 
meaning of this appellation. ‘ Acts 20 Januai’ie, 1600. 7th. 
— None shall “ fitt ” any keell or keells of anie other brother without 
the consent of the owner thereof, &c.’ — ‘ Fitt Tyde ’ occurs ibid. 

. April 28. 1625, ‘ to fitt and load coles abord of the keeles, 

&c.’ occurs.” 
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remarkable. There are two versions of them, the more 
commonly received being as follows : — 

On the 17th of September, 1745, the city of 
Edinburgh had surrendered to the Pretender’s army, 
whose road to London lay directly through Newcastle. 
The town walls were planted vith cannon, and every 
preparation was made for a siege. In this state 
of things, Mrs. Scott’s family were anxious that she 
should remove to a quieter and safer place. The 
narrow lanes, or, as they are called, chares of New- 
castle, resembling the wynds of Edinburgh, commu- 
nicate from the upper part of the town to the quay 
side, and in one of these named Love Lane, which is 
in the parish of ^Vll Saints, stood the residence of Mr. 
"William Scott, conveniently situate for the shipping 
with which he was connected j but the line of tlie 
toivn wall at that time ran along the quay beiwecu 
Love Lane and the Liver Tjme ; and, the gates having 
been closed and fortified, egress in any ordinary 
way appeared ahnost impossible. Tliis o)}Staclc, hou'- 
ever, was overcome by the courage of IMrs. Scott, 
who caused herself to be hoisted over the wall in a 
large basket, and descended safely on the water-side, 
irhere a boat lay in readiness. It conveye<l her to 
Heworth, a village distant only about four miles from 
Newcastle, hut situate on the southern side of flie 
Tyne, within the county palatine of Durham ; and at 
Heworth she gave birth to tlie twins W illiam and 
liurbara. 

This is the more romantic of the two stories ; but 


tlie more accurate is probably that of -Mrs. Forster, 
the grand-daughter of .Mrs. FtM^tt, eoniujunieatcii in a 
letter to the pre.-'cut Lord hldou, of which the lullov.'- 
imi !.s an extract:-— 
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“ Mth Jan. 1810. 

I was above twenty-six years of age when my grandmother 
lied, and, during a constant intercourse with her, I have heard 
ler rei)eat; the oircumstauees attending my uncle and aunt’s 
births hundreds of times ; and I atu the more anxious to send 
you this information, os of late years romantic accounts have 
got into various publications, which ai‘c totally incorrect. 

“ j\Iy gnmdmothcr .Scott being with child in the year of the 
Rebellion, 17-lo, it was deciued more })rudent for her to be 
confined at my grandfather’s .couutiy house at Ileworth than 
in the town of Newcastle. She was therefore attended at 
Heworth by a midwife who delivered her of a male infant 
(afterwards Lord Stowcll) ; but some dilliculty arising in the 
birth of the second child, a man on horseback was de.spatehcd 
to ^Yliiekham for Dr. Askew, a medical pnictitioner of con- 
siderable einiuence at that lime. Dr. Askew not being at 
home, the man proceeded to Newcastle for I\fr. Hallowel. 
When Mr. liallowcl reached the town gate, it was, on ac- 
count of the Rebellion, closed for the night, and further delay 
becoming serious, instead of waiting until permission was 
procured from the mayor for his egress, he was let down 
from the top of the town wall, on the south side, and pro- 
ceeded immediately to Heworth, where he delivered my 
grandmother.” 

In addition to the entry of baptism at Heworth, 
there is, in the register at the chdreh of All Saints, the 
parish where the family resided in Newcastle, a record 
in these words : “ Baptized in October, 1715, 18, Wil- 
“ liam and Barbara, twins of William Scott, Hoast- 
“ man. Certifyd by the Rev. Mr. Leonard Rumney, 
“ Curate of Jarro and Heworth : occasioned by y® 
“ present rebellion.” 

The danger being past, Mrs. Scott returned to her 
home in Love Lane, Newcastle; and it was there 
that, on the 4th of June, 1751, she gave birth to 
John, afterwards the Lord Chancellor Eldon. 

The manuscript Anecdote Book, which Lord Eldon 
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wrote ill his latter years for liis gi’andsoifs amuse- 
ment and information, and of which the most ma- 
terial contents, according to the date of the respective 
subjects, ^vill be found in the following pages, begins 
vdth this cautious record : “ I was born, I believe, on 
“ the 4th of June, 1751. It appears from the 
register of the parish church of All Saints, jS^ew- 


* Note by the present Eabi.. — Sevei’al of tlie most I’cmarkable 
events of Lord Eldon’s life are found related in such of his letters 
to his family and friends as have been preserved by them ; and he 
has left a very few isolated memoranda. The only collected record 
which has come from his own pen is one which he wrote for me, 
when, during the summer vacation of 1824, I earnestly requested 
him to commit to writing the intei*esting anecdotes u-ith which his 
conversation abounded. 


A few pages on detached sheets were the first-fruits of his 
ready and good-natured compliance. A volume was afterwards 
procured for the purpose; and on Saturday, December IStli, 1824, 
the Anecdote Book, as it was usually called (the Eldon Anecdote 
Book, as it may now most properly be designated), was com- 
menced. It begins by a brief enumeration of the jirincipal events 
of Lord Eldon’s life, and the dates at which they occurred : it then 
proceeds with a series of auecdotes, not written in any iiartieular 
order, but put down in succession as Lord Eldon’s own recollection, or 
my memoranda of the topics presented them to his attention. As 
the writer became more interested in it, he inters])ersed it with 
some fuller details of subjects which had occupied his professional 
and political thoughts, and which were beyond the scope of il.s 
original character. It still, however, is in no wise to be considered 
as lustudied or laboured wox-k; it was written otf hand, not tran- 
scribed from any I’ough copies, with, perhaps, the single exception 
of what Lord Eldon gives as “ the Speech of the Duke of Vork 
“ on the Roman Catliolic ({uestioii, copied from a paper, in which 1 
“ wi-oto it down, immediately after my return from the Ilou-e of 
“Lords, in 1825:” even the anecdotes which had been written 
detachedly in the summer of 1824 were not copied into it, hut 
were written anew ; and there ia scarcely a blot or era-ure in the 


whole vulutne, which eon.-rists of about IGO pa; 


■iv V. ritten, 


and of what is cominuiily called letter-paper .-i/c ; nhiie, never- 
tlicless, there are but few clcric.al errors to be found in it. 
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castle, that lie was baptiz®^^ follow- 

ing July. 

The house in Love L^^®j which he was born, 
remained afterwards stan^^S many years. When 
it was pulled down, some small houses were built on 
a part of its site, and tpe remainder was bought by 
the corporation of Ne^^castle, who converted the 
ground to the widening Forster Street. The house 

to which Mr. William had removed, on leav- 

ing his before-mentioned I’osidence, was also situated 
in Love Lane, and built ^7 himself. It was sold by 
Lord Stowell after the mother, but it 

is still standing, with a warehouse added to it ; 
and, having been the of Lord Eldon in his 

childhood, it has been i^istaken for his birth-place. 
Such was the respect atf^^^^^^o account, 

that, there being occasio'^^ remove part of an oak- 
beam from it, the piece carefully preserved by 
one of his townsmen, Eobert Gilchrist, who pie- 
sented him, in 1829, wl^^ ^ manufactured from 
that ancient relick. 

The lower extremity these lanes or 

chares is called the chd^® 5 Lord Eldon is 
said to have one dav sta^^^ ™ court of Chanceiy 


that he had been born id ^ chare foot. 

Lord Eldon’s elder sister, Barbara, used to relate 
that, during one of t^eir mother’s confinements, 

* There is a story, too, thaf^ Newcastle ^ 

where a witness swore that a certain time J ^ 

come out of the foot of a char^ judse who 
re«„ae<l it to the jury ‘ake no ’.ie 

being decidedly that of an person. explaining 

jury, however, reetored the d-dit of the ,7,,eu .0 

that the chare, W whose fo^t ,.veet. 

issue, was not an article of ’ 
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‘‘ Master Jacky being in ber room in a go-cart, tbe 
nurse quitted lier for something that was wanted, 
leaving the door open ; away went Master Jacky 
after her, tumbling do'vn a whole flight of steps, 
go-cart and all. Mrs. Scott got a great fright, bemg 
unable to get out of bed to stop him.” But no other 
mischief seems to have ensued. 

When- William Scott was old enough to begin his 
education, his father sent him to a mistress’s school 
to be taught to read. He very soon, however, stoutly 
refused to go, and told his father he would go to a 
master, but he would not be taught by any old woman 
living. He was then about four years old. Mr. Scott 
was .pleased with the boy’s spirit, and sent him to Mr. 
Warden, an approved master of that day, and long 
remembered in Newcastle by the name of Dominie 
Warden. John afterwards received the rudiments of his 
education from the same instructor. His manner of 
teaching to read had this peculiarity, that instead of 
sounding each consonant with an auxiliary vowel, as 
B be, F ef, K ka, and so forth, he confined the expres- 
sion of each consonant to its own almost mute sound, 
as B, F, or K. This mode of muffling the consonants 
is said to have been very successful with the learners. 

At suitable ages, the three young Scotts weic sent 
to the Royal Grammar School, then called the Head 
School, and anciently the Hye School, founded by 
Thomas Horsley, mayor of Newcastle, in the years 
1525 and 1533 “ to be free for any within or with- 

out that town.” He left lands for Its maintenance, and 
the corporation of the town, in whom he vested the 
patronage, added a stipend of four marks yearly for 

* See BraiuVs Jliitorif vf y^cu'cuith'^ vol. ii. j>. y-t. 
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ever. Its first situation was in St. Nicliolas’s church- 
yard, in a building on the north-east side of the 
church. Afterwards, when it became a royal found- 
ation, under a charter granted by Queen Elizabeth in 
the forty-second year of her reign, it was removed to 
the hospital of St. Mary, in the Westgate. The charter 
declares the queen’s regard for the instruction of 
youth, from their tender years, in the rudiments of 
the true Christian religion, and in learning and good 
mannersj directs that the foundation be styled the 
Free Grammar School of Queen Elizabeth ; and con- 
stitutes the master and scholars a body corporate. 

Bentley’s celebrated antagonist Bichard Dawes, the 
author of the Miscellanea Cntica, had been head 
master of this school from 1738 to 1749, in the latter 
of which years he resigned, and was, succeeded by the 
Bev. Hugh Moises, fellow of Peterhouse. Dawes’s 
eccentricities had reduced the number of the scholars. 
The assailant of the formidable Bentley had, ac- 
cording to the Biographia Britannicay been much 
addicted to the amusement of beU-ringing, until he 
rehnquished his employments and retired to Heworth, 
the fittle village on the Tyne, before mentioned as the 
birth-place of the twins ; where, -instead of ringing, 
he took to rowing. His successor, Mr. Moises, by the 
agreeable manners and decorous conduct which he 
combined with his very considerable learning, soon 
restored the school to its reputation and popularity. 
He received no boarders, but was unremitting in his 
attention to his pupils ; and the school had in his time 
this further advantage, as a place of education, that 
the principles of mathematical science were then 
taught there by no less considerable a master than 
the afterwards celebrated Professor Hutton. With 



32 


LI^E OF LORD 


such facilities for instruction, the town of ISTewcastle, 
when distant journeys were more tedious and ex- 
pensive than at present, recommended itself very 
generally to the northern country gentlemen who had 
boys to be educated. The custom that the masters of 
this school should teach there in their university-govms 
gave additional dignity to the business of instruction. 

We learn, from the Memou’s of Mr. Moises, mitten 
by his pupil, the Rev. John Brewster, rector of 
Egglescliffe that when the Scotts were at the 
school, the arrangement of it was as follows : — 

“Mr. Moises, as head- master, with the senior scholars, 
occupied the inner apartment or election room; the second 
master’s place was on a platform elevation of two steps at 
the upper end of the school-room ; and the thhd master’s seat 
was near the loAver end. The master, who first came into 
school in the morning, read a selection of prayers from the 
Liturgy, from the second master’s scat ; and one of the senior 
boys read a chapter of the New Testament, from a pew or 
rostrum rising behind it. i^ter tliis, the business of the day 
commenced. I do not imagine that the practice of the school 
differed essentially from that of the higher schools, so justly 
celebrated in this country. The boys were arranged in classes, 
according to their age and attainments ; and, that all might 
come under the head-master’s eye, every Friday was ap- 
pointed as his day of hearing of the lower schools. Mi*. 
Moises had a pleasing and familiar way of interpreting tiio 
Latin classics, particularly Horace and Terence. ’VV'hen the 
lesson came from Terence, the boys were delighted with the 
dramatic turn which the master gave to the inter])rctatiou. 
He read also the comedies of l*lautus with the same effect. 
]\Ir. iSIoises was particularly distinguished by his knowledge 
of the Greek choruses, and thevefiive Sophocles, Euripides, 
and Aristophanes were read In tlie school. The senior boys 
also read the orations of Isocrates, the oration of il’l=chincs in 
Ctesiphontem, and of Demosthenes de Coruna, lie alco re- 

• 1S23. Frivute iiu[>rcisiu», printed by Walker, Filgrim .Street, 
Newcastle. 
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quired a translatioti of the whole of the Commentanj of Lon- 
ginus on the Sublime ; and expected a particular account of 
all their studies. Somctiines he lent them books, which were 
not in the course of school reading. Latin and English de- 
clamations, and the usual themes, were part of the exercises of 
the school ; and when any boy did not write Latin verse with 
some taste for that mode of composition, he was not compelled 
vivitd Minerva to attempt it, but ho was required to finish his 
English essays with peculiar niccness. This led many of his 
pupils to the early practice of English prose composition ; and 
to such as were intended for holy orders he recommended to 
compose their own sermons, ‘ These,’ he used to say, ^ will 
not be such, perhaps, as you will approve of in maturer years, 
but they will give you such an habit of study and composition, 
as will be of essential advantage. Having used them, burn 
them, and write others.’ 

“ jMr. jMoises was particularly attentive to the instruction 
which he gave to young men, just entering upon the study 
of divinity : and as his lectures on the New Testament, as I 
may truly call them, were delivered to the two or three 
upper classes every morning as their first lesson, they became 
more or less the study of all. The chapter which was read 
at prayers was the text of the day ; it was construed from 
the original into Latin by the scholars, and elucidated, verse 
by verse, by the master. This mode of viva voce interpret- 
ation had a great elFect. 

“ It is not easy to describe the easy and familiar manner 
with which Mr. Moises met his scholars. They appeared 
never to be absent from his mind. His heart, indeed, seemed 
to be absorbed in his profession ; but not as a drudge intent 
on the minutije of his office, but acting towards them with 
such an open liberality of sentiment on the subjects of his 
instruction, that his pupils, whilst they received the benefit 
of his parental observations, accepted them as the offer of 
one bent on their improvement ; presented, as they were, with 
an urbanity always acceptable and conciliating.” — Brewster, 
pp. 26 — 29. 
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One of the first pages of Lord Eldon’s Anecdote 
Book contains this afiectionate reminiscence of liis 
instructor : — 

“ The head-master was that eminent scholar and 
most excellent man, the Lev. Mr. Moises. I shall hold 
his memory in the utmost veneration, whilst I con- 
tinue to exist. There were also excellent ushers 
in that school whilst I continued in it. I gratefully 
mention the names of Mr. Clarkson, ]\Ir. Hall, Mr. 
Emg, and Mr. Walters.” 

William and John Scott were both of them diligent 
scholars, and great favourites with their master. 
John, though of a less joyous temperament than 
his elder brother, was generally beloved for his kind 
and gentle disposition. The distinction hi the con- 
stitution of their minds at that early period is marked 
by a little circumstance related in a memoir of Lord 
Stowell*: — 


“ When asked to give an account of the Sunday scnnon, 
their father’s weekly custom, the eldest, ’WJlliam, would 
repeat a sort of digest of the general argument — a con- 
densed summary of what he had heard ; John, on the other 
hand, would recapitulate the minutiiu of the discourse, and 
reiterate the very phrase of the preacher. He showed a 
memory the most complete and exact; but failed in giving 
the whole scope and clear general view of the sermon, 
embodied in half the number of words by the elder 
brother.” 


It must he remembered however that between Wil- 


liam’s age and chat of his younger brother, there was a 
diilereuce of more than five years and a half. 


Lord Eldon’s sehoul-boy days,” ^ays .Mr. l]rcu\-ter in a 
letter to the present earl, dated January ’’are well 


♦ 
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worth 'remai’king', as they bespeak the unilbrnilty and steadi- 
ness of his future charaeter. I knew lie was a favourite with 
his venerable master, who often mentioned his abilities, and 
recommended him to the imitation of his scholars. His 
affable temper rendered him a favourite too with his school- 
fellows ; of whom, I believe, the writer of this is among the 
last. 

I was much interested in the venerable Lord Eldon’s 
recollection of his own school, as mentioned by himself in 
one of the last judgments, which he delivered in the court 
of Chanceiy. — ‘As the institution of these grammar-schools,’ 
he said, ‘was exj^rcssed by the legislature to be for the pur- 
]5osc, amongst others, of forwarding the progress of the 
Keformatlon, avc find, in almost all of them, provisions made 
that there should be, to a considerable extent, prayer and 
attendance upon public worship, according to the reformed 
church. I remember, that when 1 had the benefit of an 
education at one of those grammar-schools, the education 
was carried on, in what, I believe, was once a capclla or 
sacellum : that the boys educated there were headed by their 
venerable master to church constantly upon Sundays ; and 
t/iai part of the duty of a master of a grammai’-school, was, 
in those days, as much attended to as teaching the scholars what 
else they ought there to acquire. Whether the practice 
is now continued in grammar-schools, I do not kno^v, but 
this I know, that it ought still to be attended to, as much as 
ever.’ ” 

The only serious disaster wliicli happened to John 
Scott in his boyhood, was a fall backward, from a 
window seat, against a desk or bench — so severe, as 
to lay open his head and leave him insensible on the 
ground. His intellects and even his life Avere for 
some time despaired of : and to the end of his days 
there remained a deep indentation near the crown of 
the skull. 

On another occasion, being curious to see what was 
within a hole or windoAv beneath the stone step's of a 
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gentleman’s house, he passed his head between the 
iron rails, and was unable to draw it back a2:ain. 
From this pillory he was released by a female beggar 
passing by. 

In those days, the small town of Chester-le-Street, 
a little more than eight miles southward of New- 
castle, on the London road, was celebrated for a kind 
of short-cake, iiTesistible to the juvende portion of 
society: and to that town, one fine afternoon, John, 
and his brother Henry who was about three years 
older, took a journey on foot. They loitered there 
so long, that the evening set in ; and a friend of their 
father’s, finding them about to return at so uncom- 
fortable an hour, dissuaded them from their intent, 
and gave them supper and bed at his oa\ii house. 
Meanwhile, through that night and the early part of 
the next morning, the family in Love Lane were dis- 
tracted mth apprehension. In vain the town of 
Newcastle was searched through all its streets and 
chares: in vain when morning came, the crier pro- 
claimed at every corner the loss of tlie two little 
truants: until, safe and sound, tliougli somewhat 
tired with their eight miles’ walk, they presented 
themselves, in the forenoon, at tlieir father’s door. 
There, for their exploit, they instantly received . tlie 
meed of a whipping, with whicli memento tliey were 
sent to school. But this Av^as not the close of their 
troubles : for the schoolmaster, having learned 
from the proclamation of the crier, that the young 
gentlemen had been on their travels without 
furlough, thought it necessary to mark his ojlmion 
of their adventure by the administration of a .‘Second 

llofririnir 
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TliG followins: arc some of Lord Eldon’s own re- 
collections of his school days, communicated by him 
late in life to his niece jMrs. Forster, to Lady Eldon’s 
nephew Mr. John Surtees, and to others of his 
connections : — 

“ I believe,” said he to Mrs. Forster, “no boy was 
ever so much thrashed as I. was. AVheii we went to 
school we had to go by the Stock Bridge. In going to 
school we seldom had any time to spare, so Bill and 
Harry used to run as hard as they could, and poor 
Jacky’s legs not being so long or so strong, he was 
left behind. How you must know there was eternal 
war waged between the Head School lads, and all tlie 
boys of the other schools ; so the Stockbriggers seized 
the opportunity of poor Jacky being alone, to give 
him a good drubbing. Then, on our way home. Bill 
and Harry always thrashed them in return, and that 
was my revenge ; but then it was a revenge that did 
not cure my sore bones.” 

“ Mr. Surtees, when your father and I were boys, 
and that is now a long time ago, I remember our 
stealing down the Side, and along the Sandhill, and 
creeping into every shop, where we blew out the 
candles. We crept in along the counter, then pop’t 
our heads up, out went the candles, and away went 
we. We escaped detection.” 

“ Mr. Moises had one day got hold of a book be- 
longing to one of his boys, in which the urchin had 
written, 

‘ Turn over this leaf and you ■^vill see plain : ’ 

“ ‘ Well,’ said Mr. Moises, after reading that line 
aloud to the class, ‘ what is it that I shall see ? ’ He 

c 3 
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able tlicologians : the practice oiiglit not to be left oll\ 
— But I Avas very ill used about that half crown.” 

Bdien chancellor, he gave the following piece of 
evidence against his own character, t,o !Mr. Chishohne, 
his solicitor : — “ j\l3* hither,” said he, “ agreed with a 
master, who kept a writing school, to teach me the 
. art of penmanship there, for half a guinea a quarter. 
In the whole of the three months I attended that 
school but once. j\Iy father knew nothing of this, 
and at the quarter’s end gave me a half guinea to pay 
the master. 'When I took it to the school, the master 
said he did not know how he could properly receive it, 
since he had given nothing in exchange for it. I 
said that he really must take it : that I could not pos- 
sibly cany it back to my father. 'Well, replied he, if 
I am to take it, at all events I must give 3’^ou some- 
thing for it : so come here. And, upon my going up 
to him, he took the mone3'' Avith one hand, and with 
the other gaA'^e me — a box on the ear which sent me 
reeling against the Avainscot ; — and that AA^as the AA'-ay 
I first learned to Avrite.” 

After this, the AAU'iting master seems to liaA^'o been 
more AUgilant. “ I think,” said Lord Eldon to Mrs. 
Forster, “ I Avrite remarkably Avell, considering hoAV I 
pla3^ed truant from the Avriting school. I remember, 
Harry and I, going home one evening, found my father 
in the dining room. ‘ Harry,’ said he, ‘ were 3^ou at the ' 
AAU’iting school to-day,’ — ‘ Oh 3’'es, Papa,’ ansAvered 
Harry. — ‘And were you there. Jack ?’ — Now you know 
m3'' elder brother had said yes, so what could I do 
but follow his example ? so I said ‘Yes, Papa.’ — ‘ And 
Avere you there yesterday ? — ‘Yes, Sir'.’ ‘And the 
day before?’ — ‘Yes, Sir.’ — ‘And the day before 

c 4 
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that ? — ‘ Yes, Sir.’- — ‘ Walk out, Mr. Benson : ’ — and 
from beliind the door out ■wall?;ed our 'writing master, 
who had come down to complain that we had not been 
at his school the whole week. We were t'udce flogged 
for that, once by my father and once by Mr. Benson.” 

“ Between school hours we used to amuse ourselves 
with playing at what we called ‘ cock nibs ’ — that v'as 
riding on grave stones in St. John’s churcliyard, wliich 
you Imow was close to the school. — Well, one day, 
one of the lads came shouting ‘ Here comes Moises ’ 
— that was what we always called him, Moises, — so 
away we all ran as hard as we could, and I lost my 
hat. Now if you remember, there were four or five 
steps going down to the school, a sort of passage. 
Unfortunately a servant was coming along with a 
pudding for the bake-liouse, and in my huny, '^vhcn 
Moises w’'as coming, I jumped do'Nvn tliese steps and 
into the pudding. What was to be done ? I borrow'cd 
another boy’s great coat, and buttoiiccl it on, over my 
o-wii coat, waistcoat, pudding and all, and so we went 
into school. Now wdien I came out, I was in an 
unforeseen dilemma, for this great coat had stuck to 
m}’’ owm ; another boy’s coat sticking to me, and my 
owm hat lost ! here was an unfortunate situation ! — 
with great difiiculty the coat w.as pulled ofi‘; but my 
father w^as very angry at ny losing my liat, and lie 
made me go without one till the usual time of taking 
my best into every day wear.” i^frs. Foi'ster adds, 

‘‘ Lord Eldon on this occasion wetit thj-ee months, 
Sundays excepted, without a liat.” 

“ 1 remember,” said Lord Eldon, my fatlier coming 

to mv bed side to accuse Ilarrv and me, of Imving 

* * 

robbed an orchard ; some one had come to comiduin. 
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Now coat Avas lying by mj- bed Avith its pockets 
full of apples, and I bad bid some more under tbe bed- 
clotbcs, AA'ben I beard my faiber on tbe stairs : and I 
AAais at that moment sutlcriug intolerable torture from 
those I bad eaten. Yet 1 bad tbe audacity to deny 

tbe fact. AYc Avcrc tAAucc Hogged for it I do not 

know boAV it Avas, but avc ahvays considered robbing 
an orchard as an honourable exploit. — I remember 
once being carried before a magistrate for robbing an 
orchard ; ‘ boxing the fox,’ as Ave called it. There 
AA'cre three of us, HeAvit Johnson, another boy, and 
myself. Tbe magistrate acted upon AAJiat I think 
AA’^as rather curious knv, for be lined our fathers each 
thirty shillings for our offence. Wc did not care for 
that, but then fheij did : so my father flogged me, and 
then sent a message to Aloises, and Moises flogged me 
again. YY Avere A^ciy good boj’s, A^ery good indeed : 
Ave ncA’^er did any thing Avorse than a robbeiy.” 

Mrs. Forster adds, “1711011 any of his boys AA'^erc not 
doAwi stairs at the proper time in the morning, Mr. 
Scott used to ascend to their room AAuth a pair of 
leather taws, Avhich he laid across the delinquents’ 
shoulders. Harry and Jack being rather fond of their 
beds, and apt to receiA’'e this chastisement pretty often, 
determined upon stealing the taAvs, an exploit they 
successfully achieved. From that time Mr. Scott, Ai’^ho 
never replaced them, used to go to their room Avith 
his hand under his dressing-gOAvn, as if ready to inflict 
the usual punishment, while the boys lay still until 
the last moment in secure enjoyment.” 

“ These taws, a piece of strong leather cut into se- 
veral thongs, were produced every year at my grand- 
father’s (Henry’s) house, Avhen my uncle (Lord 
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Eldon) was with him, and they used to recount, ^vitli 
the greatest glee and trimnph, this exploit of stealing 
them, and their amusement in seeing the old gentle- 
man enter their room ^vith his hand under his di’essino-- 

O 

gO’SYU.” 

“ I believe,” said Lord Eldon to Mrs. Eorster, “ I 
have preached more sermons than any one who is 
not a clergyman. — My father always had the 
church serMce read on the Sunday evenings, and a 
sermon after it. — Harry and I used to take it in 
turns to read the prayers or to preach : we always 
had a shirt put on over our clothes to answer for 
a surplice.” 

“ I should have been a very good dancer, only they 
never could get this left arm to conduct itself grace- 
fully: and 3 mt I had eight dancing masters. I rc-^ 
member one of them complaining that I took no pains 
with that left arm. ‘ I do not Imow how it is,’ said 
he, ‘ j\Ir. Moises says yon are a very good boy, but I 
do not find you so.’ — I had the im^mdence to look him 
up in the liicc and sa}* — Hint you are not Mr.i\Ioiscs, 
Sir.’ ” 

J\frs. Forster. — “ But I remember, Uncle, lienring 
of Master Jacky being celebrated for the hornpi]>es lie 
danced at Christmas ; there Avas an old kcehnan in ihc 
hospital at Newcastle, who talked of A’our horiijujiC".” 

Lord Ehhm. — “ Oh yes, T danced hornpi})es : at 
Christmas, when my father gave a siijiper and a 
dance at Tjove Lane to all the keelmen in his employ, 
Harry and 1 always danced hornpipi-.s,” 

i\!rs. Forster add<, ‘‘ the su}»per which, about Chri'^t- 
mas. Mr. S(‘ott U'Cil to give hi> ki'e-hnen. wu-^ what 
was cnlli-d a binding snpjter: thtn was a supper v.dien 



CILVKCELLOll ELDON. 


43 


the terms, on M*lhcli they 'vvcrc to serve for the ensuing 
year, -were agreed upon. Patterson, the last surviving 
keelman in Mr. Scott’s employment, dined in our 
Idtchen every Christmas Day until his death, about ten 
years ago. He expatiated with great deliglit upon 
the splendid hornpipe that Master Jaclvy regularl}’- 
danced for their amusement after these suppers.” 

This veteran was not destitute in his old age ; and 
Lord Stowell made him an annual- present to add to 
his comforts at Cliristmas. 

“ I believe,” said Lord Eldon to Mrs. Forster, “ no 
shoemaker ever helped to put on more ladies’ shoes 
than I have done. At the dancing school, the young 
ladies always brought their dancing shoes with them, 
and we deemed it a proper piece of etiquette to assist 

, the pretty girls in putting them on In those days, 

girls of the best families wore white stockings only on 
the Sundays, and one week day winch was a sort of 
■public day : — on the other days, they wore blue Don- 
caster woollen stockings vdth white tags.” 

“We used, when we were at the Head School, early 
on the Sunday mornings, to steal flowers from the 
gardens in the neighbourhood of the Forth, and then 
we presented them to our- sweethearts. Oh, those 
were happy days — we were always in love then.” 
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CHAPTER IL 
1761 — 1771 . 

OXFOED. — "WILLmr SCOTt’s DURELiM SCHOLAESnU’. — LETTERS^ 

CHARACTERS, AND AXECDOTE, OF MR. SCOTT, THE FATHER. 

■Wn-LIASI SCOTT’s FELLOAVSHIP. JOHN' SCOTT’s ENTRtVN'GE AT 

OXFORD. SAT CITO SI SAT BEXE. JOHN' SCOTT’s FEELOAVSIHP : 

ms PURSUITS .VXD FRIEXDSmPS : ras' OXFORD AXECDOTES .VXD 
JOKES : ras PRIZE FOR THE EXGLISH ESS.VY ; HIS E.VRLIEST 
EXT.VXT LETTER. PRANTiS. 

A SCHOLARSHIP, for the diocese of Durliam, ha'vdng 
become vacant at Corpus Christi College, Oxford, 
]\Ir. Scott, senior, aware of liis son William’s extra- 
ordinary talents, resolved that the youth, who was 
then in his sixteenth year, should avail himself of his 
accidental birth within that diocese, to become a 
candidate for the honour. William therefore pro- 
ceeded to Oxford, and, on the 24th of February 1761, 
passed the examination for the scliolarship with liigh 
distinction : but a wliimsical mistake on the part of 
Dr, Randolph, the Head of the college, lefr his elec- 
tion, for a little while, in some clanger. He had 
stated, in the cour.'^c of his answers to the usual ques- 
tions, that his father was a titter: of which term an 
exjdanation has been given in the first cl)a]>ter. 
AYhen the candidate.s had retired. Dr. Randolph de- 
livered his opinion to this (‘fleet: “J think, gentle- 
men, there can be no doubt that youngs Scott i‘< by 
far the best scholar of them all; but he ha.-, fold us 
that his father is a fiddler, and J do not quite like to 
take the .son of a fiddler into the college.” The word 
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fitter, tlms warped into fiddler, was one wliicli, 
tliougli familiar enougli in tlie coal districts of the 
north, had no currency among the classic groves of 
Oxford: and it was probably rendered still more 
unintelhgible by that guttural rumbling, or burr, so 
general among Northumbrians, from which William 
Scott was b}'' no means exempt. The objection, how- 
ever (no very valid one even had it been applicable), 
vanished altogether upon explanation: and the de- 
serving candidate was elected to the scholarship on 
the same day. On the 26th he w^^s admitted to it, — 
his age, as the college books record, “beiug fifteen 
“ years on or about the 28th day of October last 
“ past : ” — and on the 3d of March he was matriculated 
as “ Gulielmus Scott, Gulielmi de Heworth civit.* 
“ Dunelm. gen. fil,” 

• The extracts which follow, from three letters of the 
father about the end of the same year, illustrate the 
manners of the time, and the character of the man. 

Mr. Scott (^Hoastman) to Ids So7i William. — (Extract.) 

« Dear Sod, “5 Dec, 1761. 

“ Since mine of the 17tli past, I received yours of the 25th 
ditto, in which you wrote the greater part of the small sum 
I sent you had been employed in paying some necessary hills, 
which bills you said you would send me, if I desired to see 
them. I have great confidence in your economy, yet after 
telling you I had a desire to see those bills, you’ll doubtless 
send them by your next. 

I was in some hurry when I wrote last to you, that 
1 omitted telling you I was pleased with what you said 
relating your birth-day, and hope, as you increase in years, 
you’ll also increase in goodness, and in all things that may 


* Sic in orig., apparently a clerical error for “ comit.” 



46 


LIFE OF LORE 


recommend you to tlie favom* of all good men, wliicb, God 
grant.” 

* *•- 

ilir. Scott {Iloastmari) to his Son William. — (Extract.) 

* « “ 9 Jan. 1762. 

jMy asldng for your accounts was affectionately meant : 

and, now that I tell you so, you’ll doul3tless send, and it would 
he a satisfaction to me to receive the best accounts you can 
send me of the bills I send you ; and give me always ten or 
twelve days’ notice of want of money, and you’ll find me 

ready enough to supply you, so as you live comfortably.” 

^ ^ 

3Ir. Scott (Tloastmaji) to his Son William. — (Extract.) 

* * “ Newcastle, 2Gtli Feb. 1762. 

" Write once a month ; remember you laughed at Capt. 
Geo. Bell’s letter to me, when he wrote from London thus : — 

‘ Siiu I ari'Ived here well: 

Your humble sovvant, Geo. Bell.’ 

Give us a letter once more ; if you have nothing else to say 
from Oxford, say, 

^ I am well, question not : 

Your dutiful son, Wivr. Scott.’ 

If I did not think you were well, I would not jest in this 
manner.” 

The character of ]\rr. Scott the elder is favourably 
exhibited in the following occurrence. Tie was 
ridiiu'- alontr a lonclv part of the road between Xew- 
castle and Shield.s, when a man, on foot and in dis- 
guise, stopped liis horse, and, pointing a pistol, 
demanded money. ^Ir. Scott rccognis(;d him to be 
the son of a gentleman of rlmt eouniry : and,- shocked 
by the discovery, and rtgardhjss of his own danger in 
avowing a knowledge of tiie rolfiser’s per.-on, ex- 
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claimed, “ Good God, young man, what would your 
father do if he knew what you are about ! ” The 
unexpected appeal was successful. It went to the 
heart of the offender, who threw himself down before 
Mr. Scott, and earnestly entreated him to pardon and 
keep secret what had passed. It is hardly necessary 
to add that Mr. Scott complied with the request. 
“ When my father told me this incident,” said Lord 
Eldon to his grandson, “ he added, that, at the time 
of his telling it, the person he had reclaimed was 
living in that part of the country, in a highly respect- 
able station.” 

The Durham scholarship had been the first fruit 
reaped by William Scott from his mother’s temporary 
retirement out of Northumberland into Durham. 
The same circumstance appears to have aided him in 
obtaining, at nineteen years of age, a University Col- 
lege fellowship, to which he was elected 14th Dec. 
1764, on the vacancy occasioned by Mr. Wetherell’s 
promotion to the mastership of that college. This 
fellowship was on the foundation of William of Dur- 
ham, which is open, but mth a preference, in cases 
of equal merit, to candidates born in the parts nearest 
to Durham. Although the state of the University, 
from the want of prizes and public examinations in 
those days, was very unfavourable to the disj)lay of 
talent, William Scott had acquired so high a reputa- 
tion, that in 1765, before he had completed his twen- 
tieth year, he was appointed a college tutor : and that 
ofiice he retained until the end of 1775. He took 
the degrees of B. A. Nov. 20. 1764 ; — M. A. June 17. 
1767 D. C. L. June 23. 1779. 

The successes of the elder brother at Oxford laid 
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a, foundation for the fortunes of the younger also. 

John approaclied the completion of his studies 
at the liigh School, his father, who had fonned a 
design of qualifying him for his O'^ra business of a 
titter, was making arrangements to that effect, with 
which he acquainted AYilliam, then at the University. 
In answer to this communication, lYilliam wrote to 
his father, dissuading him from the design. “ Send 
Jack up to me,” he said : “ I can do better for him 
liere.” He was sent accordingly, and, on tlie 35th of 
j\Iay, 17G6, was matriculated as a member of the Uni- 
versity of Oxford, by Dr. Durell, the '\^ice-chancellor, 
having on the same da 5 q been entered as a commoner 
of University College. “ I was entered,” he notes in 
his Anecdote Book, “ under the tuitio]i of Sir Bobert 
Chambers and my brother Lord Stowcll.” 

In strictness of speaking, his entry was under his 
brother only, as the college books show: “ 17G6, ]\faii 
“ 1 5. Ego Johannes Scott lilius natu minimus Guliehni 
“ Scott Generosi, De Uovo Castro super Tinam in 
“ Com. Northum. lubens subscribe, sub tutaminc 
“ Domini Scott, annos natns circiter quindoehn.” 
He then lacked several weeks of fifteen ; and liis bro- 
tlier used afterwards to say, “ I was quite ashamed of 
his appearance, he looked such a mere boy.” 

1 have seen it remarked,” savs liord IJdon in 

* % 

his Anecdote Book, “that somethin^: which in <‘arlv 
youth captivates attention, intlnences future life In all 
.•stages. When J left .^eliool in 17GG logo to Oxford, 

I came up from Xewcastle to London in a conch, the n 
denominated, on account of its quick travelling n< 
travtdling was then estimated, a tiy; lu-ing, a< well as 
I remember, nevertheless, three or four days and 
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nights on the road : there was no such velocity as to 
endanger overturning or other mischief. On the 
j)annels of the carriage were painted the words ‘ Sat 
cito, si sat hene : ’ words which made a most lasting 
impression on my mind, and have had their influence 
upon my conduct in all subsequent life. Their effect 
was heightened by circumstances during and imme- 
diately after the journey. Upon the journey a 
Quaker, who was a fellow-traveller, stopped the coach 
at the inn at Tuxford, desired the chambermaid to 
come to the coach-door, and gave her a sixpence, 
telling her that he forgot to give it her when he slept 
there two years before. I was a very saucy boy, and 
said to him, ‘ Friend, have you seen the motto on 
this coach?’ — ‘No.’ — ‘Then look at it : for I think 
giving her only sixpence now is neither sat cito 
nor sat hene' After I got to town, my brother, now 
Lord Stowell, met me at the White Horse in Fetter 
Lane, Holborn, then the great Oxford house, as I 
was told. He took me to see the play at Drury 
Lane. Love played Jobson in the farce, and Miss 
Pope played Nell. When we came out of the house, 
it rained hard. There were then few hackney- 
coaches, and we got both into one sedan-chair. Turn- 
ing out of Fleet Street into Fetter Lane, there was 
a sort of contest, between our chairmen and some 
persons who were coming up Fleet Street, whether 
they should first pass Fleet Street, or we in our 
chair first get out of Fleet Street into Fetter Lane. 
In the struggle, the sedan-chair was overset with us 
in it. This, thought I, is more than sat cito, and it 

certainly is not sat hene In short, in all that I have 

had to do in future life, professional and judicial, I have 
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always felt tlie effect of tliis earty admonition, on tlie 
pannels of the vehicle which conveyed me fi’om 
school, Clio, si sat bene.’ It was the impression 
of this wliich made me that deliberative judge ■ — as 
some have said, too deliberative; — and reflection upon 
all that is past vdll not authorise me to deny that, 
whilst I have been thinking ‘ sat cito, si sat bene,' I 
may not have sufficiently recollected whether ‘ sat 
bene^ si sat cito ’ has had its due influence.” 

“ My dignity, after I first went to Oxford,” said 
Lord Eldon to Mrs. Forster, “ received a sad pull- 
down : for, in the long vacation, ni}’’ father sent me 
back again to the Newcastle School. — Then, to make 
the matter worse, Mr. i^Ioiscs used to talk, as if the 
having been a few -creeks at Oxford was to do •wonders 
for my learning : so, when the other boys had an- 
swered all his questions, ‘ Now,’ he used to sny, 
‘let us hear what the Oxonian vill tell us:’ and, 
when I had answered, he would add, ‘ That is what 
‘ the Oxonian has to say, is it ? ’ till I got quite the 
name of the Oxonian.” — He was then but just fifteen 


ycai’s of age. 

There is no truth in the story that Mr. Aloises 
paid, or contributed to pay, his college expenses. 
His education was wholly at his fiither's cost, ex(;e])t 
ns he himself asusted to delray it by tlie fellowship 
at University College, to which he was elected on 
the IHh of Jidy, 17G7, on a vacancy occasioned by 
the resiirnation of tlic Lev. John Kotheratn, A.?kl. — 
This fellowsliip, which Jolm Scott achieved when he 


had but just completed his 
foundjuion of Henry Percy 


sixteenth year, was on th«; 
, I'ari of Nortlnnnberhtud. 


fin' per.sons Isorn in the dioceses of Uurhatu, t.’arl 
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or York, mtli a preference, in cases of equal merit, 
to natives of the county of Northumberland. 

In the Anecdote Book, Lord Eldon, after adverting 
to the circumstances of the rebellion, which occa- 
sioned Mrs. Scott to leave Newcastle for the adjoin- 
ing county when about to give birth to William, 
says, “ His birth in the county of Durham qualified 
him to be a candidate for the fellowship in Oxford 
- which he afterwards obtained. His influence in that 
station procured for me the fellowship in Oxford 
which I afterwards obtained. To both, these>fellow- 
sliips were of great use in life, and in our future 
success in it. We owe much therefore to what it 
is^ to be wished nobody should profit by, viz. Re- 
bellion.” 

It appears that from his very boyhood, the favourite 
plaything of John Scott was a gun. In the Oxford 
vacations he was frequently at Blagdon, the seat of 
Sir Matthew White Ridley, whose brothers, Nicholas 
and Henry, were among his college friends : and then 
the partridges found little respite. He was not fond 
of taking the field with a party, but would follow 
the sport alone, starting early and returning late. 

In after-life his connection with the Ridleys be- 
came still closer. Wlien Chancellor, he had the grati- 
fication of appointing Nicholas a Master in Chancery, 
and of obtaining for Henry (who had married Miss 
Frances Surtees, Lady Eldon’s sister, and taken the 
degree of Doctor of Divinity) a prebendal stall in 
the cathedral of Gloucester. The daughter of Sir 
MattheAV became the wife of the Chancellor’s eldest 
son, and the mother of the present Earl. 

The first matter of law, ever learned by the future 
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Cliancellor of EDgkDd, appears to liave been tbe rule 
laid down by tbe legislature in tbe Statute of Frauds 
(29 Cbarles II. cbap. 3. s. 4.), that no agreement is 
enforceable iij)on any contract or sale of lands, unless 
sucb agreement, or some memorandum or note tbereof 
be in writing, and signed by tbe party to be ebarged 
tberemtb or bis autborised agent. Of tins enactment 
tbe following story, told by Lord Eldon in bis Anec- 
dote Book, is a pleasant exemplification: — 

“ Tbcre was an attorney at Newcastle, wlicn I was 
a boy at school, not of a very popular character for 
integrity. Tbe leading and eminent pb 5 'sician of that 
day there, was Dr. Askew. A gentleman in extreme 
bad bcaltb came into that country to sell an estate 
before be died. He sent for tbe attoimey upon the 
business of selling tbe estate, — first about advertising 
it for sale and adopting all other pro])er means for 
obtaining a reasonable price. Tlic attorney, who, it 
was said, well knew the estate and its value, told the 
gentleman that be was willing to give him a sum be 
named, which bc’ assured him was its full worth, and 
if lie would take that sum be would give it him, and 
all further trouble might be saved. This was agreed 
to, and tbe attorney went to bis ofiice, to ])re[)are ar- 
ticles to be signed and scaled. I’be gentleman, having 
thus taken care of bis estate, turned bis attention im- 
mediately to tbe care of bis diseased body, by sending 
for Dr. Askew and desiring bis immediate aflt-ndaneo. 
The Doctor came cpiiekly, and arter asking a fw 
CjiK'sfions as to tbe state of the gentleman's h(‘alt)i. 
inquired what bad brought him in such a state into 
that country. This led to the l)oe(f)rV liarning that 
be had come there t*) disjjos(> Krtho <‘st;ue, v/hieh 
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ill iSrordiiimberlaiKl. The Doctor said, lie slionlcl be 
verv irlad to buy tlic estate; — but lie was informed 
bv tlic patient that it. was sold to the attorney. Then 
said the Doctor, ‘ Thou art probably cheated : T’ll give 
without a word more, two thousand jiounds beyond 
what the attorney has otlercd.’ The gentleman was 
scrupulous about accepting this second oiler, but he 
overcame his scruples. The Doctor then took pen, ink, 
and paper, and wrote himself a short but sutlicicnt 
article of sale and purchase, and both signed it. Soon 
after, the attorney entered the room with his intended 
written contract; but finding himself too late, he 
began to alnisc the Doctor most unmercifully, for 
cheating him out of the benefit of his bargain. ‘ Scold 
on,’ says the Doctor. ‘ Do you imagine that anybody 
vdll think that I hayc done wrong, if I have che.'ited 
thee, a lavycr, who has cheated all the rest of 
mankind ? ’ ” 

In the middle of the last century, Oxford saw at 
least as much of hard drinking as of hard study. The 
Anecdote Book tells a story of a Doctor of Divinity, 
whom Mr. John Scott saw trying, under the influence 
of some inspiration much stronger than that of the 
Pierian stream, to make his wa)^ to Brazennose College 
through Radcliffe Square. He had reached the li- 
brary, a rotunda then without railings ; and, unable to 
support himself except by keeping one hand uj^oii the 
iDuilding, he continued w’-alldng round and round, 
until a friend, coming out of the College, espied the 
distress of the case, and rescued him from the orbit 
in which he had been so unsteadily revolving. 

In days when Doctors of Divinity were thus un- 
guarded in their conviviality, under-graduates could 
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hardly he expected to preserve a veiy strict temper- 
ance. Among the ivaggeries of the Trine parties, 
Lord Eldon’s Anecdote Book has preserved one, Tvhich 
vill put the reader in mind of STvift’s English deri- 
vations for classical names. At Corpus Christi College 
there were drinldng-cups, or glasses, Tvhich, from their 
shape, were called ox-eyes. Some friends of a young 
student, after seducino; him to fill his ox-eve mucli 
fuller and oftener than consisted with his equilibrium, 
took pity at last on ]us helpless condition, and led 
or carried him to liis rooms. He had just Latin 
enough left at command, to thank them at the stair 
head with, “Pol, me ox-eye-distis, amici.” 

T^Hien Christ Church meadow was overflowed and 
sufliciently frozen for skaiting, people used to ply on 
the ice vdtli kegs of brand}' and other cordials for tlie 
skaitcrs. John Scott, then an under-graduate, was 
skaiting over a part of the meadow wliere tlic ice, 
being infirm, broke in, and let liim into a ditch, up to 
his neck in water. When he had scrambled out, and 
was dripping from the collar and oozing from tlto 
stockings, a brandy-vender sliufllcd towards him and 
recommended a glass of something warm : upon which 
Edward Norton, of University Collcrrc, a son of T.ord 
Grantlcy, sweeping ])nst, cried out to flic retailer: 
“None of your brandy for that wet young man: — 
he never drinks but when he is •'//•y.” 

Lord Eldon used to relate of 31r. Blndham, wlio 
was liis fellow-student at University College, that he 
was observed by the Master (Hr. Wetherell, the father 
of Sir Clinrles) to be making free use of pencil and 

’ Kpio, lin.ii. 1' l'. 2. linf PN. 
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paper, during one of the ]\raster’s college lectures. 
“ Sir,” said the Doctor, “it always gives me the 
“ greatest pleasure to perceive young men paying so 
“ much attention to what is taught them, and taking 
“ notes with such care : pray hand me up your pa])cr.” 
jMr. 'Windham had some ditliculty in excusing him- 
self: the truth being that the production of his ])cn- 
cil was not a sketch of the lecture, but of the Doctor. 

The Anecdote Book says, “ j\Ir. AYindham, who 
was a great classical scholar, and hated a pun, good 
or bad, reading Demosthenes with great admiration, — 
Tc'Svjjxe ^UxnrTToc •, (Is Philip dead?) 'Ou, y-u Al' (ISlo, by 
Jupiter)^', — was put into a great passion by a fellow- 
student (apparently John Scott himself), saying, ‘ No, 
AYindham, you sec he is not dead : the Greek words 
only sa}’’ he ‘ may die.' ” 

The Anecdote Book gives the origin of another 
pun, now ver}’’ familiar to young students : 

“ Old Dr. Leigh, of Baliol College, a great punster, 
when he was A^icc-Chancellor of Oxford, going out of 
the theatre, and being unpopular among the young 
men for some due and proper acts of discipline, was 
saluted mtli much sibilation. He turned round and 
said, ‘ Academici, laudamur ab his.' This pun 
produced an entire change, and the young men ap- 
plauded him.” 

The next is a better jest, which Lord Eldon, 
though he has omitted it in the Anecdote Book, was 
fond of telling among his Oxford stories. A clergy- 
man had two churches, Newbury and Bibury ; and, 
instead of dividing the duties equally between them, 

* First Philippic, ch. v. 
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cliose always to perform the moming serwce at the 
former, and the evening service at the latter. Being 
asked his reason, he made answer: “ I go to nuhere in 
the morning, because that is the time to marry; and I 
go to Inhere in the evening, because that is the tunc to 
(Irinlcy 

“ There was once,” said Lord Eldon to Mrs. Forster, 
“ a gentleman, who had been one of the professors, 
and who came from Yorkshire to Oxford to consult 
Mr. Nurse, a surgeon of some celebrity, about a severe 
complaint under which lie laboured. The case proved 
one wliich could not be cured, but might be mitigated, 
and Nurse was veiy anxious that he sliould be kept 
amused : so he insisted upon iiis changing his lodgings 
to a better situation, and he took for him a room com- 
manding a view down High Street. When, liowcver, 
he was seated at the window, it was found that a tree, 
growing in All Saints’ church-yard, stood in the way 
and intercepted the full view of tliat street. So 
Nurse kept mumble, mumbling, to me and a few 
others, that it was a great pity that tree sliould be 
allowed to remain standing, till he inspired us with a 
wish to get rid of it ; for we were all much all ached 
to the Professor. So, one night, when the moon was 
under a cloiuL v'c set the gentleniaifs servant to cut 
down this tree, whilst we stationed ourselves .at dil- 
ferent parts to wateh. Well, he was ^'cry long alnnit 
it, and the moon begun to a})])ear, and we w<'re in a 
great fright, so got over the wall to see what he wa*' 
.about, llo was » 5'ork‘-hiretn.‘in. and la- t^dd n-. 

' flu* seg winna w.-igt’.anrl that, which nuant * th** 
s-iw will not move,’ w.-is all w«* <*onld ge*t from him. ><» 
Y.'<- had tr‘ hel]> him : — <{own r.-une tiu* tr' C. and avow 
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Avc all scampered. The next day there were hand- 
bills and proclamations from i,he mayor and magis- 
trates, offering a reward for the conviction of any of 
the offenders, who had the night before committed a 
dreadful crime in All Saints’ churchyard. None of 
us peached, so we all escaped: and Nurse said it was 
the most glorious crime that ever had been perpetrated 
in favour of a patient.” 

jMi’. John Scott took his Bachelor’s degree, in Hilary 
term, on the 20th of February, 1770. — “ An examin- 
ation for a degree at Oxford,” he used to sa^'", “ was a 
farce in mj’’ time. I was examined in Hebrew and 
in Histoiy. ‘ What is the Hebrew for the place of a 
skull?’ — I replied, ‘ Golgotha.’ — ‘ Who founded Uni- 
versity College ?’ — I .stated (though, by the way, the 
point is sometimes doubted), ‘ that King Alfred 
founded it.’ — ‘ Very weP, sir,’ said the examiner, 

‘ you are competent for your degree.’ ” 

In the year 1768, the Earl of Lichfield, Chancellor 
of the Universit}^ of Oxford, had instituted two an- 
nual prizes there, for the best compositions in Enghsh 
prose and Latin verse respectively : the prize for 
Latin verse being limited to members who had not 
exceeded four years from their matriculation : and 
that for English prose to members whp had exceeded 
four years but not completed seven, and who had not 
taken the degree of Master of Arts, or of Bachelor of 
Civil Law. The subject in 1771, was “ The Advan- 
tages and Disadvantages of Foreign Travel and, in 
the Trinity term of that year, the prize, of the value 
of 20Z., was adjudged to the essay bearing the motto 
of “ Non alibi sis, sed alius.” This essay was written 
by John Scott, while yet under the age of 20 years. 
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It has been published in Talhoys's Collection of the 
Oafoj'd English Prize Essays, 1830. His brother 
William, who, as these prizes were not founded till after 
lie took his degi’ee of M. A., had had no opportunity 
to earn distinctions of this kind in his own person, 
was delighted at the attainment of them by his dear 
relative and pupil.* *• 

But no member of the young essayist’s own family 
could he more gratified by his success than the master 
of the Head School at Newcastle. j\fr. Brewster, in 
his Memoh's of that wortliy man, tells us he remem- 
bers j\Ir. Moises entering the school, with delight in 
his countenance, and the prize essay in his hand, and 
saying to the senior lads, “ See what John Scott has 
done ! ” And for many a year afterwards, as another of 
the old man’s scholars used to relate, Mr. iMoiscs, -when 
any of his boys did well, would give them this quali- 
fied praise, “ Well done, very well done ; but I liave 
“ had lads that would have done better: — the Scotts 
“ would have done better than that.” 

A jocular epistle, addressed to his cousin, collcge- 
friend, and fellow-townsman, Mr. Henry Ut rick Beay, 


* Noti: hy Tin: rnnsr.xx Eaiu.. — ‘-Tho oxct'llr-ncr of (Ik- 
catioii at Univor.-ity C<»ll<‘gc flurin" tho tutor.^hij) of J.orfl 
wliioli rati'T! " from llG-'i to 177o, iiiny lio infcrri'fl from tlu' foot 
tliut ot!t of till’ livo fir.-t pri;:'’': arliuil;:i-«l for Kiiyli'h jiro'T-, four n c-n* 
by iiii’mln'iT of Univor-iiy Collcjro. iiatm’Iv, in 17<»S by (J. 
Crou, in I7b9 by Oroiyo Strnbim, in 1771 by .John Srott, ami In 
177:1 by 111 - frii ti'l I’iiiliT* I'i-ln-r. 

*• Strabati ami I'i-ln’r v.'>to intimate frii'ml" of .Tuhn Srott, \rb i, 
V. b-n Cbnnri’lior, appoint. '»! Straban to a ’•tall at 

iJ.o’ho'-tiT. atui I'i.'ni-r to ono at 'i"ho ('ii.tm'olior vm'. 

mainly iH'-tmt-u nf.-.l i-i-v iii pro'-nrits'' th>’ l■b■t-!!ll!i .4" t!’> latt. r t-s 
tho of ill., (hnr*. r-Hom---, v.hi<-:i h<' b' !<l until ho' 'h- ith, 

.Jatumry U»:b, is 12. iti tbo rfun ty- . t*oml y.-ar of hi ■ a/o.” 
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(who seems to have home the name of Peters among 
his familiars), is believed by Lord Eldon’s family to he 
the earliest piece of his correspondence now extant. 
Like too many of his letters, it is without date. It 
was apparently written in 1771, during the interval, 
between the Trinity term when ]\Ir. John Scott 
received his prize for the essay, and the following 
November when the bridge at Newcastle, mentioned 
hi the letter, was destroyed. It is a sort of grave jest, 
and seems to have been composed with a view to 
punish Rea}’’, by way of bore, for some waggish 
description of “ the distant region of Chester,” which 
Reay himself had been perpetrating, probably in 
reference to Scott’s lucubrations upon travel : — 

kly dear Peters, 

“ I received your friendly epistle, the pleasure of perusing 
which I had almost been deprived of, by the friction it had 
suffered in so long a conveyance. There is nothing, says an 
ancient sage, which conveys a more jjleasing satisfaction to 
the mind of man than a new discovery ; and it Avas upon tliis 
principle that we have the ‘Eupjjxa of a quondam philosopher 
handed down to us his posterity, in such ecstatic expression. 
Near akin to this sensation is that pleasing pain we feel in 
poring over descriptions of foreign climes : and the mind exults 
if it finds the account clothed in that richness of language 
and elegance of diction, which so conspicuously beautify and 
adorn your picture of the distant region of Chester. Like 
Mr. Molses’ Nanny, you deal so well in the descriptive, that 
you point out the minutest circumstances with a propriety 
that makes trifles interesting-; and hold forth to our view 
objects, more difficult to paint, in that simplicity of speech, 
which proves to us, that like other gx’eat men, you look upon 
perspicuity as the fii’st beauty of composition. You have 
indeed attained such excellence in the art of describing places 
-befoi’e you come to them, that in this our day, Addison might 
blush to read his travels (so much are yours superior to 
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them), and !!Maundrcll wisli to wrap np his Jcnisalcin arti- 
chokes in L/cthaaan oblivion. 

‘‘ "With what modest diffidence then shall I enter upon the 
laborious task of describing this place of my residence ? a 
task which I should not undertake (so unequal arc my 
shoulders to the weight) unless to oblige you, my friend, by 
giving you such a description of Newcastle, as may enable 
you to form a clear and distinct idea of tliis town, though you 
never saw it. 

“ Say, IMusc, where shall I begin ? At the Bridge. This is 
an elegant structure, of thirteen arches. Tlie battlements 
are beautified, with towers, houses, &c., and, what is a very 
extraordinary circumstance, it is built over a river. From 
hence you jn'ocecd to the Sand-lull. Here you have, pre- 
sented to your view, the Exchange, and Nelly’s, Ivaty’s, and 
Harrison’s Coftcc-Houses : from the windows of which you 
may view the operations of shaving, turnij) and carrot selling, 
and the fish-marlcct — if you turn your eyes that way. TJie 
quay is reckoned one of the best in England. The water 
makes the prospect very agreeable ; and there is no deficiency 
of wood, in the shape of j)lanks, tar-barrels, and trees of that 
kind. At the east-end of this, passing through a magnificent 
.arch, you come to a street called Sandgatc, which, whether 
you consider the elegance of the buildings, or the number of 
the inhabitants, or that strict regard they pay to decency, is 
equalled by none in the kingdom. From the before-mentioned 
quay are many lanes, most of Avliich terminate in the Butcher- 
bank, so ealleil because it is a kitul of hill, where arc sohl. 
daily, beef, nmtton, ami veal.” — After a description, in the 


same vein, of Pilgrim-Sltvet, of ^Vestgnte, ami of several 
eliurche'^, he bring*^ the remaining loealities intt) thi‘-- sweeping 

t'onebuion : ‘^X<nv as to the (iroat-marlcet, tlic Big-imirket, 

the Meal-markot, the Jail, tJallowgate. the Lea'-e-^, North- 
umberland .‘^tri-et. High ami Lovr I'rlar Chans .Sir 'Walti-rV, 
the Croft, the Dog Bank, B.amloji, the Chee. the Ca-Ue- 
o;irth, ]fano\er S<juart'. Bailey (»ut(s Bol-tc rn. Denton ami 
Ihiddimr Chare-, the Manor Chat e, tin* t^pifal, llioh and 


Low Ibidoe, Bninter Ileiioh, the Ibintt Hoti-e Lntre, \\';dh 


Ktsoll', S;dlv-J’orl-( iate, Bxttidon Ikud., hlh ‘W btre. ?, Lb 
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wick Fields, Shicldficld, Infirmaiy, Hospitals, Almshouses, 
Kosemaiy Lane, Breakneck Stairs, Turtle Staii's, and all 
other places which would make you stare, are they not written 
in Bourne’s Account of Newcastle ? 

hlcthinks I have now got sufficient revenge’; and it is 
time to conclude myself, 

“ Yours sincerely, 

“ J. S.” 

Anotlier letter to Mr. Reay, whicli appears from 
internal evidence to liave been mitten 2d September, 
1771, may be noticed here, as containing the earliest 
mention of Miss Elizabeth Surtees, afterwards his wife. 
He is spealdng of the "visit paid to Newcastle by 
Henry, Duke of Cumberland, brother of George the 
Third ; and he says to his friend, — 

“ The ladies are, as we supposed, half mad about the Duke 
of Cumberland. IS'Iiss Surtees and my dear Bell, it seems, 
were frightened out of their wits when he danced with them.” 

The lady whom he calls his dear Bell was Miss 
Allgood, afterwards Mrs. Lambton Loraine. 

“ At the assembly rooms at Newcastle,” said he to 
Mrs. Forster, “ there were two rooms, and a stair-head 
between them; so we always danced do^vn the large 
room, across the stair-head, and mto the other room. 
Then you know, Ellen, that was very convenient; 
for the small room was a snug one to flirt in. We 
always .engaged our partners for the next ball, and 
from year to year. We were very constant.” ' 

The Anecdote Book has the following story, of 
which Mr. Reay is the hero : — 

“ Reay, who was always in high spirits, dined with 
me at Mr. Smith’s in Leeds; the father of Mr. Smith 
afterwards accountant-general of the Court of Chan- 
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ceiy. Kea}’- and I set out, after dinner, to go towards 
I^ewcastle-oii-Tyiie. At tliat time ]\Ir. Lascelles liad 
about finished his liouse at Ilarewood; hut, as we 
were told, was very unwilling to sliow it, or have it 
seen by almost any body. AYe stoi:)ped at the wllage 
of llarewood to liave some tea. Iteay asked tiie 
landlady whether we could be permitted to see flie 
house. She said, perhaps we might if we were 
persons of quality. Reay then said, ^ If that’s so, 
tlierc is no obstacle to our seeing it,’ and said lie 
Avas Lord Folkestone, and I Avas the lion. Air. For- 
tescue. She then told him that lie must send a note, 
slating AA'lio A\''e Avere, to a Mr. Poppleton or Pojqde- 
Awch, a steAvard of Mr. LasccUcs’s, exiiressing our Avish 
to sec the house. Tliat gentleman sent a A'ery ciAil 
ansAver, alloAving us to see the house, regretting tliat 
he could not immediately AAait upon us, especially as 
he had the honour of the acquaintance and the high- 
est regard for the Farl of Radnor, Lord Folkestone’s 
father. Wo Avent to the house, and, after seeing a 
jiart of it, the AAmman Avho avus going through the 
house AAOth us (an old lady in full dress), said that 
she had idso a note from j\[r. Poppleton or Popple- 
Avich, stating his anxiety to see Lord Folkestone, the 
son oi* his friend the Farl of Radnor. .Soon after- 


Avards she looked out from the AvindoAe, and said to 
Rcay, ‘Oh sir! here is Air. Poppleton or PopplcAvieh, 
coming to sec your lordship.’ ‘Coming to see me?’ said 
ReuAL ‘then here am I !rciin£f, that] maA‘ nof see liiin.’ 
A\’e immediately Avent doAA'u stairs, got into our 


haeknev chaise, and droA'c aAA’ny, {lasting and taking 


our hats oH* to that 


gentleman, who had no snspiemu 


that imrd Folkestone am! the Ihm. .Mr. Id.srt 


-cue 
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^ere in a dirty Leeds hackney chaise. I think it was 
Sir Robert Chambers Avho told me that Mr. Lascelles 
had afterwards heard of this, and said that as such 
pranks could be played, it was as well that he should 
let his house be seen by every body ; and accordingly, 
it was opened once a week for the inspection of the 
curious at Harrowgate, and all others who mshed to 
see it.” 

The Anecdote Book gives the following account of 
a piece of boyish drollery practised by Reay, upon 
one of those aspirants who court immortality by 
writing their names and their nonsense upon the 
glass of inn Avindows : — 

“ Reay and I went up from Oxford to London 
together. Wo, dined at March’s, Maidenhead Bridge, 
and upon the windoAv Reay observed, that a person 
of Chipping Norton, whose name I now forget, had 
written that he dined there on a leg of mutton, upon 
a day and year mentioned in Avhat was written. 
When we got to the Somerset Coffee House, Reay 
sent him a letter, stating that as he had thought it 
important to inform the public that he had dined at 
Maidenhead Bridge, and upon a leg of mutton, he 
must have expected that some of the public would 
enquire how the mutton had agreed with him ; and 
he therefore took the liberty of sending such an 
enquiry, from his friend Tom Comical. Next day he 
sent him a double letter, hoping that, as probably he 
had potatoes Avith his mutton, they had not disagreed 
with him. Tavo days afterwards he sent a treble 
letter, representing that as his friend Tom Comical 
had received no answer to liis enquiry how the 
mutton and potatoes had agreed with him, he had 
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probably made a mistake, and slionld bare enquired 
bow tbe mutton and Frencb beans, or some other 
vegetables, bad agreed with bim, and assured bim 
that be sbould repeat, bis kind and anxious enquiries 
eveiy day till bis answer came. We were soon aftcr- 
terwards obliged to return to college, and, stopping 
at j^Iarcb’s, we found that tbe pane bad been taken 
out of tbe window and a new one put in its place. 
Whilst we were looking at tbe window, old jMarcb 
came in, and, obseiwing us, be said, ^ A}', ay, one 
of you must be tbe gentleman that sent the person 
who has been here from Chipping Norton so many 
letters. Poor man ! be came all tbe way from Chip- 
ping Norton, twenty miles on the other side of 
Oxford, and insisted upon seeing the pane of glass, 
tbe lesr of mutton, and all tbe rest, taken ont of tlio 
window, and a new pane put in, liefore be would oat 
a morsel.’ ” 
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CIIAPTKK III. 
1772, 1773. 


KAMI: AND rAMii.v or HruTr.i:^. — Mif.s i‘,i,iZAnr,TH siMtrr.r.p, 
AFTKUWAnLS I.AHY r.l.POK. l.f.TTl'.n riJOM .lOIlNFCOTT IX i.ovi:. 

— ins cou.jxji; compaxionf, — AXKcnoTtrp. — Mfsic, mxcixu, 
Tjin ornuA. — i.ovr.iis or miss sruTr.r.F. — i.r.TTr.ii nioM (sin) 
%ni.uAM FCOTT. — r.i.orr.Mr.XT. — inxr.rTiAx ur T!ir, xiavs ix 
Lovj; i.AXi;. — MAiJUiAcr, ix FCoti.Axn. — ‘■(uonix at Moin*r-Tn. 

COMMOXIGATIOXS TO AX1> moM XKWCAFTl.f.. — I.r.TTr.K VKOM 

.10HX FCOTT r.xri.Aixixo Tin: iir.AFOXs or Tin: r.i.oriiMr.xT. — 
roiiQivr.xr.sF, ur.MAiiutAr.r., axi> fi:tti,i:mi:xtf. — ciitcuMFTAXcr.s 
AND ritoPi’i:cTS or Tin: vou.vo cow'm:. 

The ycnv 1772, the year of !Mr. Jolni Scott’s ma- 
jority, may he consklercd the most important of liis 
life, as having been that of the mari’iagc Avhich gave 
the colour to all his after days. 

The lady of his choice, j\Iiss Elizabeth .Surtees, of 
whom the reader has had a glimjisc at the Newcastle 
ball, as one of the partners of the Duke of Cumber- 
land, Avas the daughter of Aubonc Surtees, Esq., a 
banker of that city. “ The name of Surtees,” says the 
present Lord Eldon, “ is derived from the river Tees. 
Dugdale observes, ‘ iN^’ers haA’-e imposed names to 
‘ some men, as they haA^e to toAAmes situated on them, as 
‘the old Baron Sur Teys, that is on the ilver Teys.’ 
The Surteeses of NeAvcastle arc descended from Ed- 
AA^ard Suerties, of Broad Oak, Gent., who married 
Margaret Coulson, niece and heiress of Robert 
Suerties, in 1599 Alderman of Durham. They are 
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probably made a mistake, and should have enquired 
Innv the mutton and French beans, or some other 
vegetables, had agreed votli him, and assured him 
that ho should repeat his kind and anxious enquiries 
every day till his answer came, liYe were soon after- 
terwards obliged to rotuim to college, and, stoj^ping 
at l\rarch’s, we found that the pane had been taken 
out of the window and a new one put in its place. 
"Whilst we were looldng at the window, old March 
came in, and, observing us, he said, ‘ Ay, ay, one 
of you must be the gentleman tliat sent the person 
who has been here from Cliipping Norton so many 
letters. Poor man ! he came all tlie way from Chip- 
ping Norton, twenty miles on tlie other side of 
C)xford, and insisted upon seeing the pane of gln.^s, 
the leg of mutton, and all the rest, taken out of the 
window, and a new pane put in, before he would cat 
a morsel.’ ” 
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CIIAPTEll IIL 
1772, 1773. 

N.VMK AND lAMti.v or M'UTr.i:*;. — Mi.-s r.uxAiunii st:i:rr,r,pj 

Arxr.invAUD? i.ady r.u>ON i.r.T-rr.n ruoM .tounpcott in i.ovk. 

— ms coM.r.on comdanidns. — ANJ:ci>OTr.s. — dancing, 

Tin: oi’KUA. — i.ovi-.ns or miss srurr.rs. — i.ktti-.u rnoM (sin) 
Anu.iAM SCOTT. — r.i.oi'r.Mi'.NT. — jtr.cr.i'TioN or Tnr. niav.s in 

l.ovr, I-ANi:. MAKItlAGr IN SCOTLAND. .‘'(MOfUN AT MOKfr.TlI. 

— COSIMUNICATIONS TO AND TKOM NlAVCA.STLi:. — LUTTCK ITtOM 
AOUN .SCOTT rxi’i.AiNiNG Till'. itr.AsoNS or Tin; r,i,ori;Mr.NT, — 
roKGnT;N!;.«.«, imMAinaAGi:, and .‘''i:ttm;mi;ni .s. — CM tcuMSTANCi:^ 
AND rno.«rr.cT.s or tiii: ath ng. couri.i;. 

The year 1772, tlic year of Jolin Scotl/.s ma- 
jority, may be considered tlie most important of bis 
life, as having been that of the mari’iagc ■wliicli gave 
the colour to all his after days. 

The lady of his choice, i\riss Elizabetli Surte'es, of 
whom the reader has had .a glimpse at tlie Newcastle 
ball, as one of the partners of the Puke of Cumber- 
land, was the daughter of Aubone Surtees, Esq., a 
banker of that city. “ The name of Sui’tees,” says the 
present Lord Eldon, “ is derived from the river Tees. 
Dugdale observes, ‘ rivers have imposed names to 
‘ some men, as they have to townes situated on them, as 
‘ tlie old Laron Sur Teys, that is on the river Te 3 ^s.’ 
The Surteeses of Newcastle are descended from Ed- 
ward Suerties, of Broad Oak, Gent., who married 
Margaret Coulson, niece and heiress of Robert 
Suerties, in 1599 Alderman of Durham. They are 
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considered to be a 3 ^oungei’ brancli of tlie faniilj' of 
Surtees of Dinsdale, in Durhainj on the banks of the 
Tees, "who held the baron}’- of Gosforth in the reign of 
Henry I., until, in the beginning of the 16thcentuiy, 
the heirs male of the -whole blood became in the elder 
branch extinct, and Gosforth jiassed into the hands 
of the Brandlings, by marriage with an heiress of the 
Surtees famity.” 

Mr. John Surtees, Lady Eldon’s brother, says in Ji 
letter to a relation, that “ in the time of Edward the 
Third, the family of Surtees represented the county 
of Northumberland, were sheriifs afterwards for Nor- 
thumberland, and members for NeAvcastlc.” He adds, 
“ ]\ry father’s elder brother, my father, and my bro- 
ther 'William, were all, in succession, receivers ge- 
neral for Northumberland and Durham. Of my 
father’s personal character, I cannot say too much 
good. Sir 'Walter Blackett and he were tlie two 
most beloved men I ever knew in Newcastle. Botli 
died fathers of Ihe corporation. i\rany years before 
his death, my father was dangerously ill, and a 
clergyman, then on a visit at Newcastle, told me, 
some vears afterwards, that he had never scon anv 
man receive such tokens of allection and re-pect as 
he did on that occaMon, for that the whole town 
appeared to have only one topic of conversation, 
one object of interest, liis health.’’ 

According to Lord Eldon’s own account, it was at 
tlie church of Scdgeheld, in tin; county of 
that hr fin-l saw Miss ,Ktjrte{>s. Inornearthnf town. 


her fath 
iilld tlje 
visit to 


(‘r’.s sifter. Miss h'raiicr-s Surtees, wu'- livinr, 
ViiUtitr ladv mav nntbablv have Ir-i-n ntt a 

• » • I ^ 

tli!^ r«.’lati\'e ; bu* v.bai accid«-nt bj-nujlu 
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Lord Eldon, tlien Mr. John Scott, to Sedgefield, or 
hoAv it happened- that the young people, both natives 
of EeAvcastle, had never met in their own neighbour- 
hood, is not now ImoAvn. 

A considerable part of the year 1772 was passed 
by Miss Surtees Avith her uncle Mr. Stephenson, 
whose town residence Avas in Park Lane, and who 
rented, in the country, the rectory house of Taplow, 
near Maidenhead. During her visit in Park Lane, 
she was much noticed by the then Duchess of Nor- 
thumberland, who would sometimes take her by the 
arm at Northumberland House, and present her to 
the guests as “ my NeAVcastle beauty.” Her naturally 
retired habits made her shrink a little from the ob- 
servation thus brought upon her ; but she continued 
gratefully sensible, throughout her life, of the un- 
varying kindness evinced by the Northumberland 
family to herself and to Mr. Scott in every stage of 
their career. A letter of his from Oxford, undated, 
but apparently Avritten, 20th May, 1772, to Mr, Peay, 
then in London, indicates that Miss Surtees was noAv 
occupying a considerable space in his thoughts. It 
is a characteristic specimen of his turn of mind in 
those early days. 

‘‘ Mon cher Ami, 

“ After haAong suffered in a very high degree Avhat the 
Latins call desidermm, and which, from the similarity of the 
feeling, though excited by different causes, I presume to 
translate Gateshead-Fellianism, — after being almost choked 
with dust, and suffering other inconveniences too numerous 
to be related, we at length arrived once more upon this classic 
ground. Sad exchange of E-anelagh for the High Street, of 
dominos for gOAvns and caps, of a stroll in Hyde Park, 
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comitante S'urfcsid, for a trot np the hill %vith the hussar I 
For your satisfaction, however, give me leave to inform you, 
that we hotli enjoy health of body, though strangers to i)cacc 
of mind, and wear clean shirts, though we have not a guinea ! 
As Fisher and I were reduced to a melancholy duct by the 
departure of Haverficld, we found no small pleasure in having 
an accession to our jjarty by the arrival of Eidlcy and Young. 
As the latter has not opened his mouth nor his eyes since he 
came, though to my certain knowledge the bell lias rung 
thrice a day, we yet consider ourselves as but a trio. Harry, 
wliom nature formed in a ver}* philosophic mould, and en- 
dued with such a seeming indiftcrence to -place, that one 
should conclude she intended him for a citizen of the world, 
expresses but little regret upon the occasion, and accom- 
modates himself with great facility to the collegiate plan. 
How happy Avoidd it be for those, Avho arc doomed to drag 
on a few more years here, if they could acquire lliis blessed 
versatility, and thus cahnl}’- acquiesce in what llicy cannot 
avoid ! 

I was about to begin my lamentations upon the invisibility 

of a certain fair one, but I am determined to check my 

inclination. If I do not take the advice contained in that 

.‘''alutary aphorism, ‘ Obsfa princi])iis,’ tlic subject is so 

favourite an one, the theme so much my d.’irhng, that I genc- 

r.dly forget that there is something imj)ertincut in horbuj 

others upon toj)ics indiffcn'nt to them, however interesting to 

yourself. If you have experienced tins from rnc, I bnow 

von will make charitable allowances. 1 confess mv we;ik- 
• ^ 

nes' and will guard agaiiwt it. 

“ 'I’lie Count of the 3'laxen Mmpire intends visiting tlii“ sce.t 
of litcratun.; : I shall have the honour, I stqipn>f, nf r^cirting 
Ins migbtincss nround this pt-ioc. Hi-^ Ihugundy nm-t stiHVr 
for this in the loufj vacation. .\s to tlie dear little t\gre-: 
or'Tu[>ioe. I will Hfit {latter tnyst.'ir with the liojics of feting 
lu r. where a di-appoiutuieut i- so pr.»b’tble. 

“ 1 had '■ouie thought- of flciivi-rlsig xotsr romplinH'tu • to 
the Cittuite- t>r tie' Hill • n but I v.r.^ fht‘rr»d Ig 

eotiJ-idcfutton- of pi'opiiety, nor v,,!~ I rm-intu hov. far tla- 
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awkwardness of a fellow of n college inifrkt have been detri- 
mcntnl to the interests of his friend with the lady. 

Come in! — ’tis the little barber; which puts me in 
mind that I left the nentlcman of Tanfield Court without 
paying him. It was his own fault ; however, pray inform 
him that after onr next charity sermon, he shall have his 
share of the collection : ?. r. when I come to town again I 
will pay him: or, if he is in any great Imrry for the cash, if 
yon will ask him what sum his honour will be satisfied with, 
I will send it him by the first opportunity. 

‘‘ Pniy remember me to Bnnnc}', Lane, &c. : and if in- 
visibility become visible, then remember me, who am, with 
great sincerity, 

Yonr atfectionatc friend, 

“ J. Scott. * 

“ Univ. Coll. ’Wcclncsilny." 


Bnnney, commemorated in t.his letter, took the 
name of Hartopp on his marriage, and "was created a 
baronet in 1796. The motionless man appears to 
have been the j\Ir. AYilliam Young’ who was after- 
wards a baronet and member for St. Mawes. Ilaver- 

Noti: by tub i'bbsbnt Lord Ebbon The Count of the 

Flaxen Empire ni.ay mean IMr. Aubone Surtees, whose hair was 
very light, and the reference may be to some intention of his to 
visit the south in order to take his daughter, Miss Surtees, home 
from Taplow to Newcastle ; and hir. John Scott’s fear seems to be 
that he will not bring the lady with him to Oxford, but wiU come 
to that University before he goes to l\Ii*. Stephenson’s at Taplow 
for her. 

“ The Countess of the Hill,” refers to the Lady Mary O’Bryen, 
Countess of Orkney in her own right, who resided at her family 
seat, Taplow Court, Bucks, the house being situated on very high 
ground, and visible from the road which leads from London by 
Henley to Oxford. The Countess was at tliis time the wife of her 
cousin Murrough O’Bryen, afterwards first Marquess of Thomond ; 
and the lady in whom hlr. Beay is jestingly supposed to have an 
interest, was the Lady Mary O’Bryen, in the 17th year of her age, 
who afterwards succeeded her mother as Countess of Orkney. 
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iield was long remembei’ccl in Lord Eldon’s circle, as 
liawng executed a picture, or dra^wng, -wlncli repre- 
sented seven companions, including John Scott. It 
had the honour to haim in a room wliere thev were 
in the habit of mcetiTm : but Lord Eldon used to ob- 
serve, that it was a piece of art which did not .stand 
high in public estimation : for, said he, “ when tlie 
furniture of that room was brought to sale by auc- 
tion, the auctioneer, with all his elorpience, could in- 
duce no one to bid more than three-pence halfpenny ; 
not veiy encouraging to any feelings of jicr.sonal 
vanity we miglit ha's'e, being at tlie rate of one half- 
penny for each of the seven.” 

llidley has already had a full introduction to tlie 
reader. Fisher was tlie companion of Scott, when, 
as the latter used to relate, the two young col- 
legians, having come from Oxford to London for a 
day or two, paid a vi-sit to the opei’a, and botli fell 
asleep, Scott, however, had this advantage, that he 
began his naj) after his companion, and awoke bc'fore 
him. This enabled him to divert himself at the 
expense of tlie other, whom he rated for his want of 
imidcal taste, till, having iiidiilired in the rallv to 11!“^ 
lull content, lu; confes.^od with a laugh that he al-'O 
had heen yuilty of the same harharism. lie tlien 
i-ompo'^ed himself for another nap, 1 (egging that if 
he .Jtoiihl l.*e .^tlll a.‘>leep at the eommon«‘ement (‘f the 
dnneitig, Fidier v/ould wake him. He U'-ed to eahnlt 
verv fairlv. in his nnitiiivr years, that the «(U'ra 
u!r<>rxiefl him no uinu'^'-iaent ; uod tolt] the [jn - nt 

fac'd Ke>n.'(f!, tfie.l la' tdanfl it in<h‘<.-d 

^ * 


h.h'Cx-:/' Isi tin- gr<-a! t\'M- <>!' tie; 
Hon-", ^‘diich v.a. i d'.n- udiie" for mejo, 

* - • V 
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him when Chancellor, an apphcation was made, for 
the determination of. which it became necessary to 
enquire into the iDroper rate of remuneration to he 
allowed for certain principal singers, and especially 
for Madame Catalani : and in pronouncing his order 
he said, jocularly and by the way, that for his own 
part he would not give five shillings to hear her sing 
for six months together. This dictum brought many 
jibes upon him from his lady friends, who showed 
him as little mercy as he had himself extended to 
Fisher. One day, being hard pressed, he answered 
slyly, “ Wdl, I don’t deny having said so ; but which 
“ of you would hsten, on any terms, to the best singer 
“ in the world, ‘/or six months together V ” 

• It was believed in Miss Surtees’s family that the 
object of her parents, in sending her from Newcastle 
to her uncle Stephenson, was to put her out of 
Mr. John Scott’s way: but it has been seen that the 
young lover, even when in London, contrived to keep 
up his interest with her, by occasionally joining her 
and the other ladies of Mr. Stephenson’s family, 
during their walks in Hyde Park. “ I suspect,” 
says Mr. John Surtees, her brother, “ that at home 
their flirtations had been chiefly on the Shields Road, 
where she used to ride attended only by a man- 
servant. The riding scheme, I think, began in this 
way. Sir Walter Blackett, popularly called the King 
of Newcastle, then, I suppose, seventy years of age, 
used to lend Lady Eldon a handsome pony, , and to 
accompany her on horseback. He was called to Lon- 
don to attend Parliament, and died some time after. 
She, riding one of my father’s horses, continued her 
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rides as before, and Lord Eldon used, I believe, to 
meet lier. Young as I tlien was, botli from my omi 
obsen^ation and wliat I learnt from others, I cannot 
doubt that Lady Eldon had made considerable im- 
pression on the mind of Sir Walter. She Avas hand- 
some, sdent, and reserved ; and perhaps her reserve, 
in his eyes, Avas one of her' charms. He Avas a 

widower Avithout an heir to inherit his larije fortune, 

* 

gi’eat part of wliicli was entailed on Sir Thomas 
WentAAWth (afterwards Blackett) whom he hated ; 
and it is probable that those circumstances, con- 
nected Avith his extreme attention, might, Avithout 
other reason, have gh’en rise to the report that he 
AA'as about to pay his addresses to her. He stopped a 
long time at my father’s house in his Avay to Lon- 
don, and Avliilst his carriage Avas Avaiting for liim 
there, much gossip Avas going on, in my father’s house 
and in tlic street, on the subject of Sir Walter and my 
sister. 


“ I do not belicA'c that he paid his acldi’csscs to her, 
nor do 1 belicA'c that .die CA'cr considered him in am' 
other light tlian that of a benign old man, A’erv kind 
to lier. Had it been otherwise, my sister Immiy 
being in London, she Avould have made me licr con- 
fidant on this as on other occasions. 


Of tins Sir Waltc’-r there is an aneedote, Avhicli 


1 remember Sir ^latthoAv Kidiry told at Blagflon, 
and Avhich, ae he ju^^tly ob‘:<'rve?l, proved the great 
strength of Sir Walti-rV constitution. < hi sonit* oe- 
ca^ion he gave a gr**at tlimu-r, probably bidbre ‘aane 


■eti'tn. ( h-ean*^ of v, jm' Wf-r*- druid:, and no mrm 


gidttfd bl^' bon-*- M.'itber sorrov. fit! or sob'-r.* Sir 
W;dt-T. from f-A'i-ndi heat oci-u-iom-d bv the vim* 
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lie liad drunk, could not rest in liis bed. He soon 
quitted it, and walked as well as be could into bis 
pleasure ground, and threw biinself on a bencb. 
There be lay till morning : when be found that bis 
shirt was actually frozen to the bencb on which be 
lay. He was without other dress than his shirt and 
nightcap. His health was uninjured. 

“ Sir Matthew, on another occasion, mentioned that 
he called upon Sir Walter, then on his bed of death, 
and was quite shocked to see a man once so popular, 
in a state so forlorn and derelict, without a relation 
or friend in the house to soothe his last moments, and 
apparently neglected by servants who had spent their 
lives in his service. 

“ About this time, perhaps a httle before it, a 
Mr. Spearman, a young man of signal talents, and, 
like many other men of great imagination, eccentric 
and flighty, proposed to my sister Elizabeth in a 
letter, sent by his servant. The servant was detained 
a few minutes, and a negative was written and sent 
by him. He had a considerable landed property in 
the county of Durham, and was author of one of the 
best election papers I ever read. Spearman I never 
saw but once, and then he was strutting before my 
father’s house in a black coat richly embroidered with 
silver lace.” 

Mrs. E,idle57-, Lady Eldon’s younger sister, used to 
speak of a Mr. Errington, another gentleman of large 
fortune in Northumberland, who made a proposal to 
her father for Elizabeth, and was rejected by her for 
the sake, probably, of Mr. John Scott. The gentleman 
does not appear to have been inconsolable : for on 
hearing that the elder sister had declined the honour 



•74 


LUTE OF LORD 


intended for her, lie intimated to tlic father tliat, 
under these cii’ciimstances, he should not o])jcct to 
take the younger. The younger, however, was not to 
he thus summarily disposed of, and the negotiation 
was a total failure. 

i\riss Surtees had no fortune of her own ; and ]Mr. 
John Scott had nothing to maintain her with, except 
his industry and talents. In such circumstances, it 
was natural that the parents of both parties should 
disapprove the match ; but the following letter, from 
William to liis father, indicates that Mr. Scott was 
willing to concede much for John’s haj^piness. 


aftcncards Sir, William Scott, to his father.') 


Dear Father, Oct. 25. 1772. 

I returned to College last night, a few days sooner than I 
intended, on Chambers’s account, ^vho labours under the 
same indisposition which confined liim at Newcastle. 


“ In a letter from Jack, I find that you arc now fullv ac- 
fjiiainicd with the afihir between ]\Iiss Surtce.s and himself, 
and that you arc hind enough to forgive nn indiscretion 
which a rigid j)rudcncc might perhaj)3 condemn. I must own, 
3 nm clearly of opinion that in consenting to his wishes you 
net with a true paternal regard to his happiness, which, ns 
far a-- 1 can judge from my own cxjicricncc, would not be 
nmelj pntmoted by a long continuance in college, 'j’he bnst- 
m‘>- in which T am cngiiged is f-/> extremely di-agrcenble in 
i{.*-eir, and ro tle-tnictive to hc.alth (if e.-irried on v-ith sncli 
siircc'-i tj,: enn render it at all <‘ouKidemhle in point ru* profit ), 
that ] t!o ru«i wonder at hi*< miwilHiigne"* toj-uecced me in h. 
The h'nulnc-^ of hi* friend-, thercfiirc, voniM be wry judi- 
ci-iudv ('inployi d in pro\iding for him in -ome manner more 
api'. < to 111- own inelin-uion-, and men- con-l-teut with hi’ 
In . ibis. Use p'.nvh'’.“-' (>f ;i next p:\ t'> n Uvllt;! 

tie- sn-e-t tdotojo- wav of '.'nimr him an t.*.r!v tdcn'e'nf, It 
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you determine upon tliis metliod, the sooner we make the 
neeessaiy enquhies the better. If you will give me leave, I 
will endeavour to procure what mformation I can.” 

’ * «- -s- # * * 

Still, however, the courtship remained either uii- 
communicated to, or discountenanced by, the lady’s 
parents, who seem to have been pressing her to some 
more ambitious match: and the young people soon came 
to a conclusion that it was necessary for them to take 
a course of their own. Miss Surtees therefore made 
up her mind to a decisive measure ; and, on the night 
of the 18th of November, 1772, descended by a ladder 
into the arms of her lover, from a window of her 
father’s house in the Sandhill, Newcastle. 

The intelligence of their elopement came upon the 
different members of the family in Love Lane, through 
various channels and with various effects. John had 
disclosed his intention to his sister Jane ; from whom 
the elder sister Barbara received the intelligence on 
the very night of the event. Mr. William Scott, their 
father, did not learn what had happened till the morn- 
ing. The following is a minute made by Miss Forster, 
of her own dialogue upon these matters with her great 
aunt. 

Miss Scott {Barbara) The night that Jack ran 

away to Scotland, I knew nothing about it ; but Jenny 
had scarcely got into bed before she took to sobbmg 
and crying at such- a rate ; I could not tell what was 
the matter. At last she said, “ Oh Babby, Jack has 
run away -with Bessy Surtees to Scotland to be married 
— what will my father -say?” — You may be sure 
there was no sleep for us that night. I was not over 
well pleased either, that Jack had told Jenny, and not 
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told.??ie: lioTiever, when he came hack he said he 
wanted to tell me, but could not find an oj)portimit 3 ^ 
We talked and we cried all that night. 

- Miss Forster. — Well but, aunt, what said my 
grandfather ? 

Miss S. — Well, you may be sure we went down 
to breakfast all trembling: but we had bathed our 
eyes, in cold water, and composed ourselves as we 
best could — and when my father came in, there was 
a letter lying, from Jack, which he read, and put into 
his pocket, and said never a woi’d about it : so we 
were left to guess what was to be done. 

By this time, however, the lovers were beyond 
pursuit. They had travelled all night ; and now, on 
the morning of the 19th of November, they reached 
a village called Blackshiels, which lies close to Fala 
in Scotland, and is the last posting stage on the road 
from Newcastle, b}^ Morpeth and Coldstream, to Edin- 
burgh. At Blackshiels they halted ; and were mar- 
ried there by a minister of the Scottish church. 

The certificate of this marriage was found among 
Lord Eldon’s papers after his death, and is in the 
following words : — 

“ John Scott of the parish of iUl Saints in New- 
castle-upon-Tyne, Gent., and Elizabeth Surtees of St. 
Nicholas parish in the same town, spinster, were 
married at Blackshiels, North Britain, according to 
the form of matrimony prescribed and used l.)y the 
church of England, on this nineteenth day of No- 
vember, 1772, by 

“ J. Buc!IAXA\, i\riiiistcr, 

* 

In the pre- f James Eairbairn. 
sence of 1 TIio*. I'airlmint.” 
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The lady, who had only on the 23d of the preceding 
month completed her eighteenth year, is said to have 
been extremely attractive, both in countenance and 
in figure. Her form was slender and her step light : 
and even in advanced age she retained much of her 
youtliful symmetry, though she never showed the 
least inclination for personal display, continuing 
throughout her life to wear her hair powdered, and 
adhering in most other particulars to tlie style of 
dress which had been prevalent in her early days. 

The marriage ha^dng been solemnized, the young 
couple hastened back from Scotland ; but when, on 
their returji, they arrived at j\Iorpeth late in the 
evening, the inn there, the Queen’s Head, was full: 
and they obtained their wedding-night’s lodging only 
by the especial civility of j\Ir. and j\Irs. Hclson the 
landlord and landlady, who gave up their own room. 
The great anxiety of Mr. and Mrs. John Scott was now 
for an answer to the letter which he had addressed to 
his father ; and they sta57ed a day or two, awaiting the 
result, at the Queen’s Head. “ The bride,” says Miss 
Torster, “used to describe this period as the most 
miserable part of the whole business. Their funds 
were exhausted, they had not a home to go to, and 
they knew not what their friends would say. In this 
mournful dilemma, she suddenly espied from , the 
window a fine large wolf dog called Loup, walking 
along the street : a joyful sight, for she felt assured 
a friend was near : and, in a few minutes, my grand- 
father, Mr. Henry Scott, entered the room, bringing 
with him the forgiveness of his father Mr. Scott, and 
an invitation for the youthful bride and bridegroom 
to Love Lane, which was gladly accej^ted.” 
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The friends of both parties, however, were greatly 
chagrined by the match. “Jack Scott has run off 
“ -with Bessy Surtees,” exclaimed Mr. Moises, “ and 
“ the poor lad is undone ! ” The father of the bride 
was so much displeased, that for some tune he would 
not even speak to the bridegroom’s father, mth whom 
he had before been on friendly terms. The latter, 
who had an impression that Mr. Surtees was not really 
a man of so large a fortune as he vushed to be thought, 
and that he was ■willing to part vntli but little of what 
he might really possess, went up to him one day on 
the Exchange, saying, “ Mr. Surtees, why should tliis 
“ marriage make you so cool with me ? I was as little 
“ ■^^’ishful for it as yom’self ; but, since what is done 
“ cannot be undone, for every hundred pounds you 
“ put down for your daughter, I vill cover it with 
“another for my son.” — “You are too forgiving, 
“ ]\Ir. Scott, you arc too forgiving,” was the answer : 
“ that would be rewarding disobedience.” 

It has l3een said upon highly respectable authority, 
that, at the anxious and critical period wliich imme- 
diately followed his marriage, Lord Eldon had a 
narrow escape from being a grocer. Tlie particulars, 
ns related in the Oxford Herald of 28th January, 
arc, that a worthy and wcaltiiy grocer of Newcastle, who 
had no children of his own, paid a friendly visit to 
i\rr. Scott the elder, upon his son’s marriage, and after 
ox])rcs.sing an apprehension that Mr. Surtees would 
never forgive either his daughter or dohn Scott, pro- 
posed to take John into partnership; that Mr. Sc<)tf 
defi'rred his answer till he slunihl have n-ceived a 
letter which he was cxjiecting from William ; and 
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tliat AYilliain’s letter determined the answer in the 
negative. 

The letter, from which tlie following passages arc 
extracted, was addressed, in the earlier part, of Dc- 
cemher, by tbe young bridegroom to his friend Keay 
at Oxford. 

“ j\Iy dear Rea)’-, 

“It gives me some satisfaction to find that, amidst the een- 
sures of those whose frowns I despise, and the applauses of 
others, whose good opinion I am not very anxious to seeure, 
a change of life on my part has not 1)ccn attended with a 
change of sentiments on yours. Those, who knew me not, 
were at liberty to deal out tlicir plaudits, or express their 
disapprobation, in as strong terms as they pleased, and whilst 
I expected, from impertinent ignorance or morose old age, 
reflections upon my honour and my prudence, I was con- 
tented that the latter should be suspected by those friends, 
whose knowledge of me would lead them without hesitation 
(I flattered myself) to believe that I had acted with an unre- 
mitting attention to the former. Virhitc med vie involvo: 
and I can with the greatest confidence retire, from the harsh 
criticisms of a world which must ever remain ignorant of the 
justifying circumstances, to a heart, which will never reproach 
me. I liojic I shall not be suspected of vanity, if I assert 
that no man, who knew me thoroughly, would condemn me 
as consulting only the gratification of a boyish passion.” 

After pleading the long attachment of himself and 
his bride, he discusses the natural question, “ Did 
not prudence suggest that this connection should 
be deferred ?” and the observations which then follow 
tend to confirm the conclusion that there were, about 
this time, one or more other suitors for Miss Surtees’s 
hand, who in her opinion could not easily be got rid 
of by any measure short of the step which was actually 
taken by her. He was reduced, he says, to the necesr 
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sity of forming the connection at this time, or hidchng 
farewell to the lady for ever. After a few other ob- 
servations in support of the course thus taken, lie 
proceeds : — 

You have long known me, Hal ; you will not suspect 
me of dissimulation if, where there is so little occasion for 
. any other arguments to disarm you of any suspicions with 
respect to the rectitude of my conduct, I farther assert, in 
general terms, that I have only acted the unavoidahle jmrt : I 
cannot honourably descend to such pai’ticulars as may prove 
the truth of the assertion. I should not have said so much, 
if I had not been writing to a person whose behaviour has 
endeared him to me so greatly, that I should be uneasy 
under his disapprobation. 

Such are the motives upon which the scheme was under- 
taken : it was executed with some wonderful escapes, and cx- 
hi])its, in my conduct, some very remarkable generalship : I 
eluded the vigilance of three watchmen, stationed in the neigh- 
bourhood, without the assistance of a bribe ; and contrived 
to be sixty miles from Newcastle, before it was discovered tliat 
I had left the place, h'ly wife is a perfect heroine, and Ijc- 
haved with a courage which astonished me. In truth, 
Fortuna jnvai : how else can I account for the first intima- 
tions a1)0ut a scheme which I should not have dreamt would 
ever have been thought of, — the success of a plan seemingly 
impracticable, — and the ready forgiveness of those whom I 
expected to have found unrelenting? — I have now, llcay, 
bid adieu to all ambitious projects, because my highest am- 
bition is gratified : though a husband, I am yet so much of a 
lover, as to think the world well lost, whilst 1 retain the 
.'ifiections of one woman, the esteem of a few 1 Viends, and the 
"nod wishes of Kcav. Some of the good folks here, as you 
surmised, laid .starved me, out of pure j)ify ; but though I 
shall not expire by a surfeit, T think I sluill scarce die ol 
hunger. 

^ * S: > 

IVilh nvjicct to your being a candidate fiu* my felhov'-hlp. 
the college will .^ufier no loss by my imj)rudi'nce, if 1 have 
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siicli a successor : I expect to hear from you again soon; m 
the mean time, believe me to be, dear Bcay, 

Your sincere friend, and 
“ (Upon your mother’s authority) 

‘‘Your alTcctionatc cousin, 

“ J. Scott.* 

“ ’Weclncsdny.” 

In a little while i\Ir. Surtees began to relent, and 
a letter of forgiveness was despatched to the bride, 
through her brother John, who writes this account 
of its results : — 

“ I received the letter of peace from lu)^ father or 
mother, I forget which, and, I suppose, in answer 
to a supplicatory letter from the bride. She threw 
her arms about me in a transport of joy, and Idssed 
me for a considerable time, without intermission. 
They immediately after quitted their father’s house, 
took up their abode with my father, and stayed there 
till they removed to Oxford.” 

On the 7th of January, 1773, Mr. Surtees and Mr. 
Scott entered into articles, to which the young couple 
were parties, and by which Mr. Surtees covenanted 
to pay to Mr. John Scott 1000/. as the portion of his 
daughter, with 5 per cent, until payment ; and certain 
trusts were therein declared of a sum of 2000/., for 
which Mr. Scott had given liis bond to the trustees 
as the portion of his son. Some years afterwards, on 
the 17th of August, 1781, another instrument was 
executed, by which Mr. Surtees bound himself to pay 
a second portion of 1000/. in addition to the lilte 
amount settled by him in the before-mentioned arti- 

* The letter is endorsed, “ Rec'* at Oxon. Dec. 13. 1772.” This 
brings the date to the 9th. 

VOL. I. F 
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cles. Each of these two sums carried interest at o 
per cent. 

In order to give a higher sanction to the union of 
the young couple, it was arranged that a marriage 
should he solemnized between them in the parish 
church, of St. Nicholas, Newcastle. It was accord- 
ingly celebrated there by hcence on the 19th of 
January, 1773, the ceremony being performed by the 
Reverend Cuthbert Wilson, in the presence of Mr. 
Surtees the elder, and of Henry Scott, the bride- 
groom’s brother. The following is a cojDy of the re- 
gister : — 

“ John Scott, and Ehzabeth Surtees, a minor, with 
“ the consent of her father Aubone Surtees, Esquire, 
“ and both of this parish, were married in - this 
“ church by licence, the nineteenth day of January, 
“ 1773, by me, 

“ CuTii. Wilson, Curate. 

“ This marriage was solemnized between us. 


“ John Sco'n.', 
and 


1 1n the presence of us, 

!- “ AtjbonI': Surtees. 


“ Elizabeth Surtees. J 


“ Henry Scott.” 


The ceremony being completed, Mr. and !Mrs. John 
Scott stepped into the chaise wliich waited for tlicm at 
the church door, and set of}' on their way to Oxford. 

“ I remember,” says ^Mr. Jolm Surk'es, in a com- 
munication transmitted to his niece, iJiss Ridley of 
Batter.'Ca, for the present work, — “I remcmlK;!', wliile 
they were living with us after tlieir marriage, Lord 
Eldon gaily observing, that lie hud been very suscep- 
tible: that Hiss Allgood, dauglitia' of Sir lauincelot 
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Allgood, was Ins ‘ lirst flame,’ but that she was scorn- 
ful.” Mr. Surtees adds, “ She and 3^001* veiy dear 
mother (]Mrs. Ridle37-) used to correspond, though 
she, ]\Iiss Allgood, was a fcAV }^cars older than either 
of lu}’- sisters. Lad)’- Eldon had no female friend: 
3^our mother had mau3L Lad3'’ Eldon, 3’-our motlicr, 
]\Iatt, and I, the four 3'Oiingcst, formed a circle of our 
own, and I well remember Lad3’- Eldon telling me, 
that she would impart to me a great secret, if she did 
not fear that her confldence might get me into a scrape. 

“ I remember Lord Eldon taking me on his knee, a 
few days before he left 1113^ father’s to reside in Oxford, 
and sa3m‘ig that he had two strings to his bow: 
that if a University-CoUege-living fell vacant in the 
course of the 3'’ear, he should accept it ; but that he 
would apply himself to the law as a last resource, if 
the church failed him. I remember also he vwote a 
letter to my brother !Matt, then about to leave school, 
and to go to Oxford Avitli the intention of entering 
into the church. In that letter he stated that it had 
then become necessary that he should renounce ‘ his 
first mistress,’ the church, and pursue a profession 
which had much less of his affection and respect ; but 
that if fraud might be affected by the agency of one 
man, it might be defeated by the instrumentality of 
another. These sentiments were very feelingly and 
gracefully expressed, and I repeat this language feebly 
and clumsily. It is near 70 years since I read the 
letter.” 

Mr. Matthew Surtees’s widow records that “ she 
heard her husband say he spent a five-guinea piece 
which his uncle and godfather had given him as a keep- 
sake (all the money he could command), to buy some 
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spoons, wliicli lie gave to Lord Eldon as liis marriage 
gift.” 

Such were the circumstances of a marriage, Avhich 
eventually, by obhging Mr. Scott to vacate his fel- 
lowship, precluded him from any prospect of pre- 
ferment in the church, and determined lihn to the 
study of the law. “ Having then,” says Lord Eldon in 
the Anecdote Book, “ the world before us, and, as it 
proved, a most land Pro-^ddence my guide, I gave up 
the purpose of taking orders, and entered as a 
student in the Middle Temple, in January, 1773.” 
His admission bears date the 28th of that month, and 
is in these words: — “Die 28 Januarii, 1773, Mah 
Johannes Scott, fihus tertius Gulielmi Scott de Hovo 
Gastello super Tiniim Armigeri, admissus est in 
Societatem Medii Templi Londini specialiter.’^' Et 
dat pro hue 4/.” — His relinquishment, however, of 
“ the purpose of taking orders,” was then but in- 
choate : for though the marriage placed him under a 
necessity of vacating the fellowshij) at the end of 
twelve months, yet, during that intermediate time, 
which is commonly called the year of grace, he still 
held the fellowship, with the option of accepting any 
college-lh’ing which might come to his tinai within 
that periofl. The whole of that year was, howev(a’, 
assiduously devoted by him to his legal studies, with 
tlie view he had before expressed, of having two 
strings to his bow. 

* ^^o!nbf'r^ “ j-ppcinlly ” nt n ftin; of-!/., wm* exempt 

from ?f)me inconvenient observatn'e*-. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

1773—1775. 

RET>lNQDlSmiENT OF FELEOWSIirP AXI) THE CHUnCII- FOR THE STUDY 

OF THE L.VW. RESroEKCF. OF JHU AXD 5tRS. .701IK SCOTT AT 

OXFORD ms RECOLLECTIONS OF DR. JOHNSON. — BIRTH OF A 

SON. LETTERS OF .lOHN SCOTT TO HlS FAMILY. LECTURliS 

AND ANECDOTES. IHS RECOLLECTIONS OF SER.TEANT HILL. 

JOHN SCOTT’s INCO:\m, labours, and HE/VLTH. HIS FIRST ESTA- 

BLlSmiENT IN LONDON. — FUFIBAGE WITH MR. DUVNE, THE CON-. 
VEYjVNCER. 

On tRe 13tli of February, in the i^ear 1773, lie took 
Ills degree as j\Iaster of Arts: and, happily for his 
fame and fortune, the twelve months of grace passed 
away, without the falling in of any benefice to tempt 
liim back from the pursuit of the law. Neither his 
Scotch nor his English marriage appears in the 
records of University College ; but, on the 19th of 
November, 1773, the anniversary of the earlier ce- 
remony, he gave up his fellowship, in which he was 
succeeded by his friend Reay. His resolution to 
study the law is said to have been first adopted at 
the suggestion of liis wife’s father, who had a high 
opinion of his qualifications for the Bar. 

For the greater part of the three years, which, by 
the regulations of the Middle Temple, were required 
to intervene between the admission of the student 
into the Inn, and his call to the Bar, Mr. and Mrs. 
John Scott continued to reside in or near Oxford, 
though, for the purpose of keeping his terms, he had 
to visit London four times a year. During one of 
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tliese visits, lie wrote tlie follo^nllg cordial letter to 
tlie lady whom Ms brother Henry had just married. 

(JSIr. John Scott to JSIrs. Henry Scott.) 

“ Madam, 

“ I flatter myself it is unnecessary to tell you, that I ex- 
perience a particular satisfaction in having an opportunity of 
addressing you as my sister. I cannot see, -srithout great 
pleasiu’e, an event take place, which has long engrossed all 
my brother’s wishes, and which I have for some time con- 
sidered as essential to his happiness. You will aequit me of 
any undue partiality, if I add that a thorough Icnowledge of 
my brother’s disposition makes me confident that yotcr felicity 
will be in some measure augmented by an union with a per- 
son who will pay an unweaided attention to you : an atten- 
tion cheerfully exerted by one party, and in every way due 
to the other. 

“ I cannot but regret that it is so improbable that it will 
soon be in my power to assure you in person, how happy I 
am to subscribe myself, 

" Your aflcctionate brother, 

‘‘ J. Scott. 

“ London, 17tli June, 1773.” 


j\Ir. John Scott, shortly after his ovni marriage, had 
said, in a letter to i\[r. Lane, a fellow-student of his 
at University Collctre, who was then readimr law in 
the Temple, “ I have married rashly, and have neither 
house nor home to ofler my wife j but it is my deter- 
mination to work hard to provide for the woman J 
love, ns soon as I can find the means of doing so.’’ 
This led to a reque.^Jt from ]Mr. Lane that his friend 
would bring his bride to the house of Lane’s father 
at Millend, Henley on Tliamcs, now the residorjce ot 
Hind. The invitation ajipe.ars to have hf'ea 
accepted soon after the arrival of Hr. and »lolui 
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Scott at Oxford. “ The appearance of the ladj^^," says 
Mrs. Hind in a letter dated October, 1838, “ was con- 
“ sidered at jMillend to be Mr. Scott’s sufficient apo- 
“ logy for the hasty step he had taken in marrying ; 
“ for she was extremely beautiful, and so very young, 
“ as to give the impression of childliood, especially as 
“ her dress corresponded with that idea, the white 
“ frock and sash being, in tliose days, the distinguisli- 
“ ing marks of a child, as well as the flowing ringlets 
“ which hung around her shoulders.” A.fterwards, 
according to the Rev. Mr. Brewster, “ Mr. and Mrs. 
John Scott for some time resided at New Inn Hall. 
Sir Robert Chambers (also a native of Newcastle) 
was Principal of the Hall: he had been a fellow of 
University College, and was at that time Vinerian 
Professor of Law : about this period he was appointed 
one of the first judges that were sent to India: 
and was then on the point of removal. At that 
period New Inn HaUhad no resident members except 
the Principal, who had been permitted to hold his 
situation for a few years during his proposed absence. 
In consequence of this, Mr. and Mrs. Scott were ac- 
commodated -svith his apartments for a time ; and 
while I was resident at Lincoln College, I had the 
pleasure of paying them occasional visits.” 

Lord Eldon’s Anecdote Book has the following re- 
miniscences of Dr. Johnson at Oxford: — “I had a 
walk in New Inn HaU Garden, with Dr. Johnson, Sir 
Robert Chambers, and some other gentlemen. Sir 
Robert was gathering snails, and throwing them over 
the wall into his neighbour’s garden. The Doctor 
reproached him very roughly, and stated to him that 
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this was unmannerly and unneiglihourly. ‘ Sir/ said 
Sir Kobcrt, ‘ my neighbour is a Dissenter.’ — ‘ Oh !’ 
said the Doctor, ‘if so, Chambers, toss away, toss 
away, as hard as you can.’ ” 

“ The Doctor was frequently, apparently, veiy 
absent. I have seen him standing for a very long 
tune, without moving, with a foot on each side the 
kennel which was then in the middle of the High 
Street, Oxford, with his eyes fixed on the water 
runniuff in it. 

O 

“ If put out of temper he was not veiy moderate 
in the terms in which he expressed his displeasure. 
I remember, that, in the common room of University 
College, he was dilating upon some subject, and 
the then head of Lincoln College, Dr. Mortimer, was 
present. MTiilst Jolmson was stating what he pro- 
posed to communicate, the Doctor occasionally inter- 
rupted him, saying, ‘ I deny tliat.’ This was often 
repeated, and observed upon by Jolmson, as it was 
repeated, in tenns expressive of increasing displeasure 
and anger. At length, upon the Doctor’s repeating 
the words ‘I deny that,’ ‘Sir, Sir,’ said Johnson, 

‘ you must have forgot that an author has said, 

‘ Plus negabit unus asinus in iinri liorA, qunm centum 
philosophi probaverint in centinn annis.’” 

l\Irs. John Scott used to s])eak of Dr. Johnson’s 
having drunk tea with her and her husband at Oxford, 
and to relate that she had licrself helped him one 
evening to fifteen cups. 

It was during the residence of Mr. and Mrs. 
John Scott at Xew Inn liall, that their eldest son 
John, the father of the present Earl, was born, on the 
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8tli of Marcli, 1774. In an illness wliicli hung about 
Mrs. Scott for a considerable time after lier confine- 
ment, tlieir medical friend, Mr. Nurse, lent them his 
house at Woodeaton: and though reputed a man of 
rough manners, he yet continued, as she and Lord 
Eldon ever testified, to attend her -with the kindest 
care, declining all remuneration. 


(3Ir. William Scott to his brother Henry.') 

“ May 17. 1774. 

“ Jack’s wife has had a melancholy time, but is now, 
thank God, in a fan* way. Jack behaved to her with in- 
finite tenderness, and she really deserves it, for she is an 
Excellent wife, and makes him very happy under the incon- 
veniences of a scanty income.” 

^ * « * * 


{Mr. John Scott to his brother Henry.) 

“ Dear Brother, New Inn Hall, May 28. 1774. 

I am much indebted to you for your letters. Under the 
apprehensions of losing my wife, they relieved my sphits, 
though it was out of the power of man to raise them. I con- 
sider myself as particularly obliged to you for taking so much 
notice of us, at a time when any attention seems singular ; 
my father never writing more than three lines, and my 

sisters having forgot that we are yet in the land of the living. 

* • *- « * «- «- 

“ I hope once more to see you about this time two years, 
when I intend, if I can manage it, to come your circuit ; and, 
in case of encouragement, I shall, some tlmee years after that, 
perhaps settle in Newcastle.” 
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(iifr. John Scott to Mrs. Henry Scott.) 

‘‘ My dear Sister, 

“ It is fortunate for me, perhaps, that the relation in which 
we stand to each other, by giving apologies an air of 
formality, should render them unnecessary ; for in truth I am 
utterly at a loss for any wliich can atone for so long a 
silence. In one respect I consider myself as laudably sin- 
gular : I am unwilling to give way to the prevailing mode of 
treating our nearest friends with the greatest indifference. 
I have been therefore somewhat desirous to send you a letter 
better worth your acceptance than I fear you will find this : 
but I shall be contented to be charged with dulncss, if you 
acquit me of inattention. 

Indeed you cannot have so little candour as to expect any 
thing entcrbdning from so deep a retirement as this: and 
you will meet with very little which can repay you for calling 
off your attention from the active scenes at ^Newcastle, were 
I to give you a full and true account of all the transactions 
at our hermitage. As I find, by my brother’s letter, tliat he 
frequently amuses liinisclf witli a gun, I take it for granted 
you are not troubled with those unreasonable apprehensions 
about his safety, which some of your sex indulge ; and sliall 
therefore, unless yon give me your orders to the contrary^ con- 
tribute to his participation of another dangerous but favourite 
exercise, by sending Inm a pair of skates. 33ut as I consider 
you as fully vested with a right to control his inclinations in 
all these matters, I shall pay a due deference to your wisbes, 
if you are pleased to communicate them. IMrs. Scott's affoc- 
tionatc compliments wait upon you. Do me the justice to 
believe, that I feel a real happiness in being n])le to style 
myself, 

‘‘ Your aflectionatc brother, 

•SToiix Sco'iT. 

tVeodonton, 

Sejit- 20. (protalilj 1774.)” 

I'lic present Earl of Eldon givo.s the following par- 
ticnlar.s respecting the jnii>’uit.^ of his givuidfatlicr at 
this period of liis life. 
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“During tlie years 1774 and 1775 John Scott held 
the office of a tutor of University College, but the 
late Dr. Fisher, then his colleague, informed me, that, 
to the best of liis belief, Mr. Scott never did more 
as a tutor than attend to some members of the 
College, as his law pupils, while he resided at Oxford. 
He had no share of the emoluments, Fisher receiving 
one third, and William Scott, the senior tutor, re- 
ceiving the other two thirds, and doing double 
work.” 

About this time, however, Mr. John Scott gave 
lectures on the law as deputy for Sir Robert 
Chambers the Vinerian Professor : and for this ser- 
vice he appears to have had QOl. a year. Talking to 
Mrs. Forster of these lectures. Lord Eldon said, — 
“ The most awkward thing that ever occurred to me 
was this : immediately after I was married, I was ap- 
pointed Deputy Professor of Law at Oxford, and the 
law professor sent me the first lecture, which I had 
to read immediately to the students, and which I 
began mthout knowing a single word that was in it. 
It was upon the statute of young men running away 
with maidens.^ Fancy me reading, mth about one 
hundred and forty boys and young men all giggling 
at the professor. Such a tittering audience no one 
ever had.” 

“ The first cause I ever decided was an apple-pie 
cause : I must tell you of it, Mary. I was, you know, 
a senior fellow at University College, and two of the 
undergraduates came to complaui to me, that the 
cook had sent them an apple-pie that could not he 
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eaten. So I said I would hear both sides. I sum- 
moned the cook to make his defence; who said that 
he always paid the utmost attention to the provisions 
of the College, that he never had any thing unlit for 
the table, and that there was then a remarkably line 
fillet of veal in the kitchen. Now here we were at 
fault ; for I could not understand what a fillet of veal 
in the kitchen had to do mth an apple-pie in the 
Hall. So, in order that I might come to a right 
understanding of the merits of tlie case, I ordered 
the pie itself to be brought before me. Then came 
an easy decision : for the messenger returned and 
informed me, that the other undergraduates had 
taken advantage of the absence of the two complain- 
ants, and had eaten the whole of the apple-j^ie ; so 
3^11 know it was impossible for me to decide that that 
was not eatable, which was actual^ eaten. I often 
wished in after-life that all the causes were ai^plc-pic 
causes: fine eas}^ work it would have been. ” 

“ The first real cause I ever decided was at Don- 
caster. A matter had to come on there before the 
recorder, in which he was personally concerned, and 
he asked me to tiy it for him. Tims I decided a 
cause before I was a judge.” 

On the l.Stl) of October, .1774, ]\Ir. John Scott took 
up his freedom of the corporation of Newcastle, 
llis brother William had done the like on the 8th of 
October, 17f!0. 

The terms at the Middle Temple, and other Tuns of 
Court, arc ke})t bv the actual presence of the student 
at dinner, in the Hall of the .Society, lor a certain 
mnnber of days in each of twelve terni<. 'fliroutih tlu' 
bans, thus published, the j)rufe>sion of the Jhir is 
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espoused. In tlie years 1773, 1774, and 1775, when 
Mr. Scott was going through the requisite quarterly 
solemnities in London, the great Leviathan of legal 
learning was Mr. Serjeant Hill, of 'svhoin the Anecdote 
Book has these characteristic notices : — 

“ Very shortly after I had entered Westminster 
Hall as a student, Serjeant HiU, who was a most 
learned lawyer, hut a very singular man, stopped me 
in the Hall and said, ‘ Pray, young gentleman, • do 
you think herbage and pannage rateable to the poor’s 
rate?’ I answered, ‘ Sir, I cannot presume to give 
any opinion, inexperienced and unlearned as I am, to 
a person of your great Imowledge and high character 
in the profession.’ ‘ Upon m}^^ word,’ said the Serjeant, 
‘ you are a pretty, sensible young gentleman ; I don’t 
often meet with such. If I had asked Mr. Burgess, 
a young man upon our circuit, the question, he 
would have told me that I was an old fool. You are 
an extraordinary sensible young gentleman.’ ” 

“ Mr. Seijeant HiU began an argument in the 
King’s Bench, in my hearmg, thus : — ‘ My Lord 
Mansfield and Judges, I beg your pardon.’ — ‘Why, 
brother HiU, do you ask our pardon?’ — ‘ My Lords,’ 
said he, ‘I have seventy-eight cases to cite.’ — ‘ Seventy- 
eight cases,’ said Lord Mansfield, ‘ to cite ! you can 
never have our pardon, if you cite seventy-eight 
cases.’ — After the court had given its decision upon 
the case (which was against the Serjeant’s client) Lord 
Mansfield said, — ‘ Now, brother' HiU, that the judg- 
ment is given, you can have no objection on account 
of your client to teU us your real opinion, and 
whether you don’t think we are right. You know 
how much we all value your opinion and judgment,’ 
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The vSerjeant said he very much •wished to be ex- 
cused, hut he always thought it his duty to do what 
the court desired ; ‘ and upon my word,’ said he, ‘ I 
did not think that there were four men in the w'orld 
who could have given such an ill-founded judgment 
as you four, my Lords Judges, have pronounced.’ ” 

“ When Mr. Hotham was made a Baron of the 
Exchequer, who had never had any business at tlie 
Bar, but who, by the effect of great natural good 
sense and discretion, made a good Judge, he gave, 
as usual, a dinner at Seijeants’ Inn, to the Judges 
and the Serjeants. Seijeant Hill drank his health 
thus: — ‘Mr. Baron Botham, I drink j’^our health.’ 
— Somebody gently whispered the Serjeant, that 
the Baron’s name was not Botham but Hotham. — 
‘ Oh ! ’ said the Serjeant aloud, ‘ I beg your pardon, 
!Mr. Baron Hotham, I beg your pardon for calling 
you j\Ir. Baron Botham — but none of us ever 
heard your name in the profession before this 
day ! ’ ” 

To the foregoing story, which the Anecdote Book 
gives in two places. Lord Eldon appends this ol)- 
seiwation; “The Baron made an extremely good 
Judge. He had not much legal learning, but he 
had an excellent understanding, great discretion, 
unw'earied patience, and his manners w’crc extremely 
engaging: and, these qualities insuring to him, in 
a very large measure, the assistance of the Bar, 
he executed his duties, of a Judge, with great sufft- 
cicnoy, ’ 

It has lieen supposed that, at this period of Mr. dohn 
.Scott’s life, he was indehted to his brcuher M'iHinni for 
an income in the nature of an {diowunce. This is an 
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error. He liad loans from Ms brother, and probably 
presents ; and his correspondence shows, that to the 
very end of his life he considered lihnself under deep 
obligations for Ms brother’s early and unvarying kind- 
ness ; but he told a familiar friend, not many years 
before his death, that he never had an allowance, 
except from Ms father. 

His health was at first unequal to the severe labour 
wMch he imposed uj)on Mmself after his marriage: 
and his appearance soon betokened, that he was 
studying “ not -wisely, but too well.” He used to 
relate that in 1774, when he and Mr. Cookson, 
another invalid, were returning to Oxford from New- 
castle, where they had been to vote at the general 
election for Sfr Walter Blackett and Sir Matthew 
MHiite Ridley, the cook of the Hen and Chickens 
Inn at Birmingham, which they reached about eleven 
at night, insisted upon dressing something hot for 
them, saying she was sure they would neither of 
them live to see her again. — A medical friend thought 
it necessary to remonstrate with Scott, and enforce 
the necessity of some abatement in Ms severe applica- 
tion. “ It is no matter,” answered he : “ I must either 
do as I am now doing, or starve.” Pursuing the ad- 
vice of Lord Coke, he read “ non multa, sed multum.” 
He rose at the early hour of four in the mornmg : 
observed a careful abstinence at his meals: and, in 
order to prevent the invasion of drowsiness, studied at 
night with a wet towel round his head. He was wont, 
in his later life, to recur to those days as not un- 
happy*, though laborious ; but the next letter shows 
that his spirits were sometimes a good deal depressed. 

* Law Magazine, No. xli. 
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(JSIr. John Scott to his brother Ileiiri/.') 

jMy dear Brotlier, Oxford, Jan. 2. 1775. 

“ As I think it is not a veiy good quality in a social crea- 
ture to communicate his griefs^ I have been very unwilling 
to write to you, when illness preyed so much upon my spirits 
that I could not but foresee tliat a gloomy strain of melan- 
eholy wmuld sully every page of my sheet. But as the state 
of my body and soul are both eonsidembly amended, as my 
spirits have resumed their wonted fire, I now venture to 
attack you, and will he presumptuous enough to hope you 
w'iU think my letter worth recei'sdng, paificularly as it finds 

its way to you in a frank. 

^ ^ ^ ^ ¥ 

I suppose the din of politics is heard no more, and the 
brawls of drunken patriotism infest your streets no longer. 

* » 5 “ « » «> 

Tlie scheme of voting according to the instructions of 
constituents apjiears to me, moreover, so fundamentally wrong, 
that if the ingc of patriotism should continue another seven 
years, I believe I shall hazard a pamplilct among you : as I 
think it will he no difficult matter to prove that it has neither 
the authority of reason nor the sanction of hnv to supj)ort it.” 

As the time now approached when he was to he 
called to the Bar, it became necessary for liim to pro- 
vide himself vdth an abode in London. In his latter 
life, as he was one day passing through Cur.sifor 
Street with Mr. l^ensam, liis secretary of bankrupts, 
he pointed to a house in that street, and said, ‘‘ There 
was my fir.'^t perch. iMany a time have 1 run down 
from Cursitor Street to Fleet ^larket’’ (then oreujjy- 
ing the .‘^ite which is now calb*d Furringdon Street) 
“to get .Mxpenny-worth of sprats for .'iupjHT.” ITuni 
that e.arliest of his n-idence.^, t lie following^ let tci* is 
dated : — 
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(il//*. JoJni Scott, to his brother Henry.) 

“ Dear BrotlicVj Cursilor Street, Dec. 5. 1775. 

“ I am at length settled in the circle of lawyers, and begin 
to breathe a little, after the laborious task of removino; a 
family, which is a work as difiicult as that of remoyino; a 
mountain. You know, probably, that this is only a step pre- 
paratoiy to a settlement among you, which I begin to think 
is a prospect that brightens upon me cycry day. I have been 
exceedingly fortunate in forming previous connections, as 
the object Avhich I had most at heart I have obtained. The 
great conveyancing of your countiy is done by ]\Ir. Duane : 
it seemed to be therefore a most desirable thing to be con- 
nected with him, as his recommendation and instructions 
might probably operate much in m 3 ' behalf hereafter. The 
great fear ai’ose from his never having taken an}' person in 
the character of a pupil before, and the apprehension, that if 
he should now break through a general rule, it must be on 
terms with which I could not alford to compl}’ ; but he 
has offered me every assistance in his power, and is so ex- 
tremel}' read}' to forward my schemes, as to declare himself 
contented with the satisfaction he will enjoy in contributing 
to the success of a person whom he is so uncommonly kind 
as even to honour. This conduct of his has taken a great 
load of uneasiness off- my mind, as in fact our jDrofession is 
so exceedingly expensive, that I almost sink under it. I 
have got a house barely sufficient to hold my small family, 
which (so great is the demand for them here) will in rent 
and taxes cost me annually sixty pounds. I thank God it 
will be only for two years at most. I have been buying 
books, too, for the last ten years, and I have got the mortifi- 
cation to find, that before I can settle, that article of trade, 
for as such I consider it, will cost me near two hundred 
pounds : — not to mention the price of a voluminous wig. 

^ ^ -:k 

“ I do not see your name among the addressers : surely 
the friends of government are more numerous among you. — 
We addressed from Oxford ; that is, I gave it neither coun- 
tenance nor opposition, for I do not care sixpence about the 

VOL. I. G 
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matter, tliougli I tlihik, in point of law, tlie Americans arc 
wrong, and do not see any alternative but to conrpier or 
separate entirely from them. This is only between you and 
me,” &c. Sec. 

A little more than a fortnight before liis death lie 
'was spealdng to Mr. Farrer, the Master in Chanceiy, 
of this period of his life. “ I was for six months,” lie 
said, “in the otfice of Mr. Duane the conveyancer. 
He was a Roman Catholic, a most worthy and excel- 
lent man.” Referring to Mr. Duane’s liberality in 
taldng him without a fee. Lord Eldon added, “ Tlint 
was a great kindness to me. Tlie knowledge I ac- 
fpiired of conveyancing in his office was of infinilc 
service to mo during a long life in the Court of 
Chancery.” 

In the same conversation, he told Mr. Farrer that 
he had never been in the office of any special pleader 
or equity draftsman. “ How then,” asked i\Ir. Farrer, 
“ did 3mu acquire your knowledge of pleading ? ” 
“ AYli}’,” answered Lord Eldon, “I copied evciy tiling 
I could In}" my hand upon.” Two large volumes of 
precedents, thus copied l)y him, lie lost, and would 
ohen regret. He supposed lie had lent tliem to some 
friend, but could not recollect to whom. Of such 
borrowers, he would .sometimes sav, “ that though 
backward in accounting, they seemed to be ]>ractiM‘d 
in book-keeping.” 
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CHAPTER V. ' 

1776 — 1780 . 

CALI- TO TniO 15A1L FEES. DEATH OF JIE. SCOTT, SEA*. — HIS 

■\I*UX. OLD STOEIES OF IVESTMINSTER ILVLL. DIL HEEEUDEN. 

KORTHEEA’ CIRCUIT. — .TOHA* LEE. AXECDOTES. LORD JIANS- 

FIELD'S LE^*EE. XEAVSFAl’ERS. — LORD C. J. DB GREF. LET- 
TERS OF WILLIAM -VXD .TOHN SCOTT. RIOTS. 

Itatrs ill Hilaiy Terra, 1776, on the 9tli of February, 
that ]\Ir. John Scotf Avas called to the Bar by the 
Honourable Societ}! of the ]\Iiddle Temple. The So- 
ciet 3 ’'’s books contain the following entries in the pro- 
ceedings of their parliaments : — 

At a parliament holclcn the twenty-fourth clay of No- 
A^ember, 1775, Mr. Scott, J. proposed by Ma^ Gibbon is for 
their [Masterships’ consideration if they will be pleased to call 
liim to the degree of the Utter Bar. 

At a Parliament holdcn the tn’enty-sixth day of January 
1776, the petition of Mr. Scott, J. a member of this Society, 
being read, setting forth that at the time of his becoming a 
student of this Society, he was of full standing for the degree 
of Master of Arts in the University of Oxford, and was then 
regularly and without fav'^our of Convocation admitted to that 
degree; that he was admitted of this Society on the 28th 
day of January, 1773, and might by their Masterships’ per- 
mission, and the favour usually granted to Masters of Arts, 
be called to the Bar on the 29th of January, 1776 ; but 
without some particular indulgence of their Masterships, he 
could not be called to the Bar in the beginning of the Term ; 
he therefore humbly prayed the favour of their Masterships, 
that the usual day of calling to the Bar might be adjourned 
from this day to Monday the 29th; or to grant him such 
other indulgence as their Masterships should think fit. It is 
ordered that it be rejected. 

G 2 
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At a parliament Iiolden tlie ninth day of February, 177 G, 
ordered that INIi*. Scott, J. be called to the degree of the 
Utter Bar.” 

“ "WHien I was called to the Bar,” said lie to idrs. 
Forster, Bessy and I thought all our troubles were 
over : business was to pour in, and we were to be al- 
most rich immediately. So I made ■ a bargain with 
her, that during the following year, all the money I 
should receive in the first eleven months should be 
mine, and whatever I should get in the twelfth inontli 
should be hers, "^^^lat a stingy dog I must have been 
to make such a bargain ! I would not have done so 
afterwards. But however, so it was ; f//at was oiir 
agi’cement : and how do 5^011 think it turned out ? In 
the twelfth month I received half a guinea ; eighteen 
pence went for fees, and Bessy got nine shillings : in 
the other eleven months I got not one sliilling.” 

He used to relate that he had been called to the 
Bar but a day or two, when, on coming out of court 
one morning, he was accosted by a dapper-looking 
aftorney’s clerk, who handed him a motion-paper, in 
some matter of course, which merely required to he 
authenticated by counsers sign.'iturc. He signed the 
brief, and the attorney’s clerk, taking it brick from 
him, said, “ A fine band yours, ]\rr. Scott, — an ex- 
ceedingly fine hand! It would l)e well for us. Sir. h 
genth'men at the Bar would always take a little of 
your pains to insure legibility. A beautiful hand, 
Sir!” While he spoke thus, the eloquent elerk was 
ftimitliug, first in one pocket, then in the other; till, 
wifli a hurried air, he said, A — a—a — , I ivally 
b.g yoiiv pardim. Sir. but I havi- unfortunately lett 
mv pur.'t' on the tablv in the cotfre roem tipjjo-tte ; 
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pray do me the favour to remain here, and I will be 
back in one moment.” So spealdng, the clerk vanished 
with the rapidity of lightning : “ and never,” said 
Lord Eldon, in telling the stoiy, “ did I set eyes on 
that man agam.” 

Mr. Scott, his father, did not live even to see the 
future Chancellor fairly launched into business. The 
year in which the son was called to the bar, was that 
in which the father departed this hfe. He died on 
the 6th of November, 1776, and was buried at All 
Saints’, Newcastle. A local act of parliament pro- 
hibits the erection of monuments in that edifice ; and 
William and Heniy, the elder brothers of Lord Eldon, 
appear to have dishlved any other situation for a 
memorial of their parent than the actual resting-place 
of his remains ; but, after the death of both those 
brothers. Lord Eldon dedicated a tablet to his memory 
in the mother church of St. Nicholas, with the fol- 
lowing unostentatious inscription : — 

IN MEMORY OF 
MR. WILLIAM SCOTT, 

FREEMAN AND HOASTMAN OF THIS TOWN, 

AVnO WAS BURIED AT ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH, 
NOVEMBER, 1776. 

HE LEFT TO HIS FAMILY A RICH INHERITANCE, IN THE 
EXAMPLE OF A LIFE OF INDUSTRY UNREMITTING, 

OF PROBITY UNSULLIED, AND OF PIETY 
MOST PURE AND SINCERE. 

THIS TABLET IS PLACED HERE BY ONE OF HIS 
AFFECTIONATE SONS. 

After Lord Eldon’s death, there was found in 
his handwriting the following memorandum of his 
father’s circumstances and merits: — 

G 3 
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“Malt; coal?; ships ; iinclerwrlling ships : grindstones for 
foreign countries; coal harges on the Tyne, 12, 13, 14, or 
16; two men each, all the year through; sole o^Ynev of a 
sugar house in Newcastle ; owner of various houses and large 
gardens ; bought two estates in the county of Durliain. 
Lord Stowell never would sell them after his father’s death 
because they were liis father’s. At his death tliere were few 
persons in Newcastle town of substance ccpial. He provided 
liberally for his eldest son as such, and decent fortunes for 
his several younger children, sons and daughters. 

The best inheritance the father could leave to all Ids 
children was, in remembrance of his industry unremitting, his 
probity never inteiTuptcd, his piety most constant and pure, 
his cxcniplaiy life.” 

By his mil, dated 26th Dcccmhev, 1774, j\rr. 'William 
Scott appointed his eldest son William his sole exe- 
cutor, to ■whom he left Ins estate at Usworth in the 
county of Durham, and various properties in New- 
castle, including his residence in Love Lane, Avhich was 
given subject to a life interest for his widow. To 
her he gave also an annuity of JOOA, to his son Henry 
3000/., and to John 1000/., in addition to tlic 2000/. 
.settled jit his marriage ; to each of his two daughter.'^, 
Barbara and Jane, 1500/., and to liis grand-daughter, 
Ann Cramlington, 1200/. Shortly after Lord StowelFs 
deatli, Lo)*d Eldon told the present Earl that the 
pro])er{ V lefr to LordStOAVcll by tlieirfatlier amounted 
in value, to 2-1.000/. or 2.5,000/. 

i\Ir. John Scott look (rarcto iinprcu’e. hi.*^ professional 
knowlfalge, not onlv by (amvovancirnr at rhe elmmber.s 
of i\Ir. Duane, iti Asdiieli pinviiit lie seems to have per- 
s<*vt‘rcfl for some momlis aber his cal! to the Bar, but 
by earcftil oliSf-rvation in court of liiemanma’ in which 
bm-im ss wa*- done by thealdevf and nuKt experi'-need 
leaders. During fids af»pr«‘nti«-»-.hip, la- began to 
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store up, -witli Ills legal lore, the amusing gossip of 
Westminster Hall, and collected a great inagazinc of 
professional stories, 'svhicli he related in after life with 
a most agreeable humour, and of wliich many are pre- 
served in the Anecdote Book. 

Among them, it is related that ]\rr. Dunning, who 
was the most eminent of the counsel practising in the 
Court of King’s Bench when j\Ir. Scott first entered 
the profession, “ had, some years before, when Solicitor 
General, diverted himself by making an excursion, in 
vacation time, to Prussia. From his title of Solicitor 
General, the King supposed him to he a general oflicer 
in the British army ; so he imnted him to a great 
review of his troops, and mounted him, as an emi- 
nent military person, upon one of his finest chargers. 
The charger carried the Solicitor General through 
all the evolutions of the day, the “ General ” in eveiy 
movement being in a most dreadful fright, and the 
Horse^s duty never allo-wing him to dismount. He 
was so terrified and distressed by tliis great compli- 
ment, that he said he never would go abroad again 
as a general of any sort.” 

The Anecdote Book relates the follovdng particulars 
of the conduct of a cause in which ]\Ir. Scott was 
Mr. Dunning’s junior : 

“ I had, very early after I was called to the Bar, 
a brief in business in the King’s Bench, as junior 
to Mr. Dunning. He began the argument, and ap- 
peared to me to be reasoning very powerfully against 
our client, Waiting till I was quite convinced that 
he had mistaken for what party he was retained, I 
then touched his arm, and, upon his turning his 
head towards me, I whispered to him that he must 

G 4 
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have misunderstood for whom he was employed, as he 
was reasoning against our client. He gave me a A'cry 
rougli and rude reprimand for not having sooner set 
liiin right, and then proceeded to state, tliat AA’hat he 
had addressed to the court Avas all that could he stated 
against his client, and that he had put the case as un- 
faA'Ourahly as possible against him, in order that the 
court might see how A^ery satisfactorily the case against 
him could be ansAA’-ered ; and, accordingly, A*cry poAA'cr- 
fully ansAvered what he had before stated.” 

Mr. Scott did not long occupy his Cursitor Street 
“ perch,” but remoA'cd to a small house in Care}" Street, 
Avhicli Avas adaj^ted for the double purpose of a resi- 
dence and of business-chambers. His labours Averc 
lightened by the constant companionship of his Avife, 
Avlio accustomed lierself to his liours, and Avould sit 
up Avith iiim, silently Avatching his studies. But his 
application Avas still too intense for his health. It Avas 
scarcely tliree years after the ominous remarks of tlio 
cook at Birmingliam, that Dr. Hcberden despatclu’d 
him to Bath, Avitli notice, that if, in three or four Aveeks, 
tlie AA'atci's should bring on the gout, all AA’as aa'cII ; hut 
that if this result Avas not ctlected, ho must prepare 
for the AA'orst. 

What folloAved at this intervicAv Avas narrated by 
him, late in life, to ^fr. Farrer, in the folloAving 
AA'ords: — I j)ul my hand into my po!‘k(‘t, meaning to 
giA'e Hcberden his fee : but ho stopped me, saying, 

‘ A re you the young gentleman avIio gmined the pri'/a* 
for the e-^suy at C*xford V’ I snitl 1 wih. ‘ I will tnki' 
no foe from a'ou. Co to iJufh, and let me '“te vtsu 

V 

Avhen you r* tnrn/ 1 did go to Bath, and dmnk the 
AVatiU's. ;ind had a hr i>f tin- gont. My healrfs wa’; 
much impne.-fd. I eaih-d to thunk Heb-rd>*n .* I open 
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consulted liim ; but lie would never take a fee. He 
was a very kind man.” 

In the second season of his professional career, his 
prospects began to improve a little, and only a little. 
The Duke of Northumberland, who, when quartered 
at Newcastle, had received some attentions from Mr. 
Surtees, evinced his sense of those civihties by re- 
taining Mr. Scott in a proceeding before the House of 
Lords ; but on the northern circuit, which he had 
naturally selected, his early progress was not rapid. 
Mr. Surtees’s interest had procured him a general 
retainer for the corporation of Newcastle; but, during 
his first few circuits, he got little business, except that 
which is usually entrusted to mere beginners — the 
defence of prisoners indicted for petty felonies. In 
Mr. Scott’s time, a considerable number of these of- 
fences were capital, and caused much anxiety to the 
defending counsel. It is true that, in nine cases out of 
ten, there could be then, as now, but little scope for an 
advocate’s skill ; because, in at least that proportion of 
cases, the nature of the proof for the prosecution is so 
direct and positive, as to baffle all the arts of defence ; 
and the acquittals, occasionally pronounced, proceed, 
for the most part, from the absence of some material 
piece of evidence, or the mistake or wilfulness of some 
one or more of the witnesses or jurymen. Now and 
then, however, there will really be enough of doubt 
to give the prisoner a fair chance of acquittal, if his 
counsel do not commit him by an indiscreet question- 
ing of the mtnesses : and the general vice of young 
and inexperienced advocates is a proneness to this im- 
prudence. But Mr. Scott’s discretion and caution — 

Insigne mcGsiis prcesidium reis — 
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exempted liim from tlie common error. He -n-as wont 
to sa}', jocularly, that he had been a most effective 
advocate for prisoners ; for that he had seldom put a 
question to a prosecutor. 

]\Ir. Lee, afterwards Solicitor General, who was 
familiarly known in the legal and professional circles 
of that time as Jack Lee, had a good deal of business 
on the northern circuit when Mr. Scott joined it, and 
treated the novice with distinction and kindness. Tlic 
circuit, in those days, was usually performed on horse- 
back, and at its close, Lee and Scott would ride liome- 
ward together. Lord Eldon’s Anecdote Book has the 
following I’ccollcctions of tiiesc journeys : — 

“ MJacn I first went the bTortliern Circuit, T em- 
ployed ni)^ time, haMng no business of my own, 
in attending to the manner in wliich the leading 
counsel did their business. I left Lancaster, at the 
end of a circuit, vith my friend Jack Lee, at that pe- 
riod a leader upon tlie circuit. AYe supped and slepi 
at Kirkby Lonsdale, or Kirkby StejJicn. Afrei* sii])per 
I said to him, ‘ J have observed that througlioiit 
circuit, in all causes in whicli you were concerned, 
good, bad, indiflerent, whatever tlieir nature was, 
you equally exerted yourself to the utmost to gain 
verdicts, stating evidence and quoting cases, as stu-h 
stafenient and quofation should give you .n <'hatu‘e of 
succ<*ss, the evidence and the cases not being stated 


clearly, or quoted with a strict attcntioti (o .aeeur.iey, 
and to fair ami jtist rtqtivscntation. fan that,’ said 1, 


Lee, be right ? Can it be justified ‘ Oh.vesf }i<“-aid. 


‘ umhjnbfedly. ])r. -lohnsdH,’ lia •stated, ‘hud '-aid 


that i'ounsel were at liberty to 
t liens-elvt 1 would stati*. what if 


st,afe, ju file part!'"’ 
Wit'' ino-t ibr th'ir 
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interest to state.’ After some interval, and wlien lie 
liad liad Ms evening bowl of milk punch and two 
or three pipes of tobacco, he suddenly said, ‘ Come, 
Master Scott, let us go to bed. I have been thinking 
upon the questions that you asked me, and I am not 
quite so sure that the conduct you represented will 
bring a man peace at the last.’ 

“ I have understood that Dr. Johnson’s statement 
was to this effect: — that as it was the duty of 
counsel to give information to the court, he ought to 
state facts accurately, to quote cases accurately, to 
misrepresent nothing with respect either to facts or 
cases, and having accurately stated facts and quoted 
cases, he was at liberty in conscience to reason upon 
them to the very best of his powers and abilities ; and 
as the law supposed the judge to be an abler man, 
and an abler lawyer than the counsel, the judge was 
to reason better upon the facts and the cases, than 
the counsel ; and, proceeding in this way, the counsel 
did nothing wrong in thus gaining the cause for his 
client. But it may be questioned whether even this 
can be supported. 

“ Of John Lee I love to indulge in the remembrance. 
To me he was most kind in my younger days. He 
was a very powerful cross-examiner of a witness. I 
remember a witness remonstrating against the torture 
of his cross-examination. The man, who was clothed 
• in rags, said, ‘ Sir, you treat me very harshly, and J 
feel it the more because we are relations.’ — ‘We 
relations, fellow ! ’ said Lee: ‘ how do you 'make* out 
that?’ — ‘Why,’ said the man, ‘my mother was such 
a person, and she was the daughter of such a man, 
and he was the son of a woman, who was the- 
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daughter of a person (naming liim), who was your 
great grandfather, or great, great, great grand- 
father.’ — ‘ 'W^ell,’ said Lee, ‘ 5 ’'ou are right, lie was so. 
And then, my good cousin, my good fourth or 
fifth cousin, speak a little trutli, I beseech thee, for 
tlie honour of the family — for not one word of tratli, 
cousin, hast thou spoken yet.’ 

“ When Mr. Lee and I were returning from Lan- 
caster assizes, he to Staindrop and I to Newcastle, 
we dined at Kirkby Lonsdale, and in the same room 
two other gentlemen dined, at the other end of it. 
In conversation, Mr. Lee said to me, ‘ Had we not 
better send a servant forward to bespeak beds at 
Kirkby Stephen ? ’ I said, ‘ No : in such a country, 
all travellers should take tlieir chance.’ We linislied 
our dinner before the other party concluded tlieir 
3‘epast, and we set out for Kirkby Stephen, where wc 
were to .sleep. In our way thitlier I lieard a j^erson 
coming with a very rpiick pace after us. Wlien lie 
approached us, I asked him -ndierc he was going. 1 
observed that he was the servant of the party who 
had dined in the same room with us, and who had 
heard me so generously disclaim all unfair play about 
beds. lie said he was going to Kirkby Stephen. 
‘What,’ said I, ‘ to get beds for the gentlemen who 
dined in the same room with us?’ — He jinswert'd, 

‘ Y(?s,’ but he could not tell the sign of the house he 
was to go to. T told him 1 would .‘^et him right in 
that respect, and directed liiin to a sort of alehou‘=s? 
that w.'is just on the entrance into the place. le'c 
and I rode on till we approached, and tla-n pn<-‘'d 
him standing at the aiehoti-f^ rloor. nml ivenf Jo tlc’ 
onlv decent and tolerablv good inn in tlm pla*''*, 

i« •* " 
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where we slept. Next morning we met our dinner 
companions, one of whom said they had had a dread- 
fully uncomfortable night, but added that he must 
own that they richly deserved it, and had no reason 
to complain of the trick we had played them.” 

“ Jack Lee,” said Lord Eldon to Mrs. and Miss 
Eorster, “ belonged to Yorksliire ; but he went many 
years to York without receiving a single brief. One 
afternoon, after dinner, he declared that he found a 
prophet had no honour in his own country, and that, 
as he never received a single guinea in York, he would 
shake the dust off his feet, and leave it the next 
morning, never to return again. Now Davenport, 
on hearing this determination, went to his own lodg- 
ings, and himself, with Wedderburn, drew up a brief.” 
The sequel appears more circumstantially in the 
Anecdote Book than in the conversation with the ladies, 
and is as follows : — 

“ The brief purported to be ‘ in a matter entitled 
the King against the inhabitants of Hum town,’ for 
not repairing a highway: settmg forth the indictment 
and the names of the witnesses to be examined, and 
their testimony, in a most sldlful manner, and they 
sent it to Lee’s lodging with a guinea as the fee. 
Lee came into the circuit room in the evening, and 
Wedderburn exclaimed, ‘ Bless me, Lee, I thought you 
were gone ! ’ — ‘ Well,’ said Lee, ‘ it is very extraor- 
dinary : I was just going. I was shaking the dust off 
my feet in this place, as an abominable place, that I 
never would see again, when, lo ! a brief is brought 
to me, and I must stay.’ — ‘ Well,’ said Davenport, ‘ in 
what cause might that be ? ’ Lee said, ‘ In an indict- 
ment, the King against the inhabitants of Hum town.’ 
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^ Oh ! dear,’ said Davenport, ‘ they brought me a brief 
in that case with a bad guinea, and I would not take 
it. I dare say they have given you the bad gumea.’ — 
‘ I have it in my pocket,’ said Lee : ‘ here it is.’ Da- 
venport looked at it and said, ‘ Yes, this is the same 
guinea,’ and put it in his pocket. Wedderburn and 
Davenport then told him the joke they had practised 
to have the benefit of his company a little longer at 
York. I think, upon memory, though he was a very 
good-tempered man, he never forgave this joke.” 

"Wlien Lord Eldon told the story to Mrs. and Miss 
Forster, the latter said, “ But, uncle, he did not go 
the ]iext morning ? ” — “ hlo,” answered Lord Eldon, 

“ he did not ; and he afterwards led almost every 


cause at York; but that was his beginnmg.” 

“ In my time,” says Lord Eldon in the Anecdote 
Book, “ we had upon the ISTortherii circuit two bar- 
risters of very different characters. Faii’fax Eearnley, 
a Yorkshire-man of good strong natural sense, im- 
proved, but not largely, by a Imowledge of the law, 
had a good deal of humour, and was a great favourite 
of the Bar, and of his countrymen in Yorkshire. He 
was senior to Mr. Davenport, whose temj)er gave, when 
they were counsel in the same cause, vast plague and 
trouble to Fearnley as the leading counsel, not assisted 
by his junior, but thwarted in all he said or proposed 
as leading counsel. Davenport was the best-tempered 
man out of court, and the veiy worst- tempered man 


in court, I ever knew. AYhcn he was made King’s 
Serjeant and knighted, Fearnley led a cause at York 
on one side, and Sir Thomas Davenport on the other. 


‘ Gentlemen,’ said Fearnley, to a 


Yorkshire special 


jury of gentlemen, ‘ I am to lead this cause for the 
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plaintiiF ; the new laiiglit, Sir Thomas, is to lead it for 
the defendant. What Sir Thomas may be to lead^ I 
know not; but you, gentlemen, and I, Imow from sad 
experience, that he was a terrible bad one to drive, ^ ” 
The Anecdote Book has the following memorandum, 
a little amplified here by Miss Forster’s minutes. “ In 
passing through Chesterfield, where my revered 
master Mr. Moises had, after his taldng orders, been 
curate, and which place he had left many years, I 
was led, by curiosity, to ask the landlord of the inn, 
whether he remembered him. ‘ Yes,’ answered he. 


swearing, ‘ I well remember him. I have had reason 
enough to remember him. It was the worst day this 
place ever saw that brought him here.’ I was afraid 
of hearing something hard on the character of my 
good old master, and said, ‘ Mr. Moises was a most re- 
spectable man.’ — ‘ That may be,’ added the landlord, 
‘ but he married me to the worst mfe that ever man 


was plagued vdth.’ — ‘ Oh ! is that all ?’ that was your 
own fault ; she was your omi choice, not Mr. Moises’s.’ 
— ‘ Yes,’ concluded he; ‘ but I could not havebeen mar- 


ried if there had not been a parson to marry us.’ ” 

“ From Ulverstone to Lancaster,” says the Anec- 
dote Book, “ you may go by the shore, or by a 
road inland. The former is much the shorter ride. 


but very dangerous if the tide comes in. I asked the 
landlord of the inn at Ulverstone whether any persons 
were ever lost in going by the sea-shore to Lancaster, 
as our party wished to save time and go by the 
nearest Avay there. ‘ Yo, no,’ he answered, ‘ I think 
nobody has ever been lost — they have been all found 
at low water.’ 


“ When I was a very young man,” said Lord Eldon 
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to Mrs. Forster, “ Lord Mansfield used to hold levees 
on the Sunday evenings, and of course all the young 
lawyers attended, as soon as they had a gown to their 
backs. Well, I went, and it so happened, on that 
evening, I was the first, and the then Duke of ISlor- 
thumberland came second ; he had just been at Bath, 
and he was expatiating upon the enjo}unent he 
had had there. ‘ But,’ added his Grace, ‘ there is one 
comfort I could not have. I like to read the news- 
papers at breakfast, and at Bath the post does not 
come in till one o’clock : that was a drawback to my 
pleasure.’ — ‘So,’ said Lord Mansfield, ‘your Grace 
likes the comfort of reading the newspapers — the 
comfort of reading the newspapers! — Mark my words. 
You and I shall not live to see it, but this young 
gentleman, Mr. Scott, may, — or it may be a little 
later, — but, a little sooner or later, those newspapers, 
if they go on as they now do, will most assuredly 
•write the Dukes of Northumberland out of their 
titles and possessions, and the country out of its 
King. Mark my words, for this will happen.’ ” 

There was a tune, undoubtedly, when the boding 
of Lord Mansfield seemed to approach its fulfilment ; 
but that danger has passed over: and according to 
all present appearance, the newspapers, conducted as 
with few exceptions they are, and adapting themselves, 
as for the most part they do, to the general senti- 
ments of the most respectable classes of society, 
appear likely, instead of abetting an inroad upon 
property, to be among its most cfiectivc protectors. 
Indeed its cause is their ovm. The machinery ot a 
newspaper is a pro])crty as valuable as the machinery 
of a cotton mill. The sphere of a leading ncwspai)er s 
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circulation is a good-will as profitable as that of a 
great professional practice among clients or patients. 
Perhaps, here or there, some dishonest editor may 
write up anarchy to lure buyers, so long as he feels 
assured that there is no danger of his beholding the 
evil spirit he invokes : but these are writers of very 
small circulation, and even these would be Conserva- 
tives, were their types in jeopardy. 

One of the most considerable among the judges of 
that time was Lord Chief Justice De Grey. “ He was 
the object,” says Mr. Farrer, “ of Lord Eldon’s highest 
commendation. He spoke of him, as a most accom- 
phshed lawyer, and of most extraordinary power of 
memory.” — “Lord Chief Justice De Grey,” said Lord 
Eldon, “was a severe sufferer from gout. I have 
seen hun come into court with both hands wrapped 
in flannel. He could not take a note, and had no 
one to do so for him. I have known him try a cause 
that lasted nme or ten hours, and then, from memory, 
smn up ah. the evidence with the greatest correctness. 
I have known counsel interrupt him in his summing 
up, and represent that he had misstated evidence. ‘ I 
am right,’ he would say, ‘ I am sure I am right ; refer 
to your short-hand -writer’s notes.’ He invariably 
proved to be correct.” 

(J/?’., afterwards Sir William, Scott to his Brother Henryk 

[No date : probably January, 1779.] 

“ Business is very dull with poor J ack, very dull indeed ; 
and of consequence he is not very lively. I heartily wish 
that business may brisken a little, or he will be heartily sick 
of his profession. I do all I can to keep up his S23irits, but he 
is very gloomy. But mum I not a word of this to the wife of 
your bosom ! 

VOL. I. H 
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“ I shall go doTni to Oxford either Lent term or Easter, to 
take a Doctor of Law’s degree, to enable myself to practise 
in the Admiralty courts. It is my wish and design, if I can 
manage so as not to spend too much money before, to get 
myself a seat in parliament at the next general election. It 
will be of the utmost consequence to me, and without it I 
shall never be able to do any thing to any great extent. So 
that every thing depends upon my affairs going well in the 
mean time. This, however, I say to you in perfect confidence. 
Mem. — No curtain communications^^ 

Green v. Howard, 6tli February, 1779 (Broic?i’s 
Cha. C. p. 31.), appears to be the first reported case 
in wbicb Mr. Scott was engaged. On that occasion, 
he was counsel, with Mr. Ambler and Mr. hladocks, 
for a petitioner, seeking to extend the meaning of the 
word “ relations ” in a will, beyond the scope of the 
Statute of Distributions. Their argmnent did not 
prevail. 

(^Mr. John Scott to Mrs. Henry Scott.) 

“Dear Sister, “Dec. 7. 1779. 

If you blame me for a silence for which I am totally at 
a loss what excuse to plead, I can assure you I chastise my- 
self, as much by the severity wdth wliich I reflect upon my 
owm indolence (for to mo other cause can I attribute it), as 
your good-nature would make you wish to see me punished. 
I considered myself as a veiy great loser by the absence of 
the family during the little time I could stay at Newcastle. 
I meet with nothing in my journey so satisfactory to me as a 
little chat over the old parlour fire-side. 

a. is, t 

“ I took Bcs.sy and Jack for a few w'ceks to IVindsor, 
w'hcrc w’C sj)ent our time agreeably enough. Iflie king and 
his family reside there in the summer, but without any sort of 
s])lcndour, walking about the streets as plainly dressed ai.d as 
familiarly ns other folks. 

• t* t- • «. 
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” Jack is very fond of his, scliool, liis mistress, and his 
book : though his uncle, Mr. W. Scott, takes no small pains 
to inform him how much it is beneath the dignity of his sex 
to be under the tuition of a female. However, John does not 
see the reasonableness of the objections wliich his uncle had 
to the good adviee of Mrs. Briggs in days of yore. 

The follo'wing story, related by Lord Eldon to 
Mrs. Forster, belongs to the month of June, 1780 : — 

“ During the period of one of the riots in London, 
when I was a lawyer, I had to take Bessy to the 
Temple for safety. I never suffered more in my life 
than as we went along, for we were exposed to all sorts 
of insults. They tore off my wife’s hat, the handker- 
chief from her breast, and, when we arrived at the 
Temple, every article of her dress was torn. We 
youngsters at the Temple determined that we would 
not remain inactive during such times ; so we em- 
bodied ourselves into a troop to assist the military. 
We armed ourselves as well as we could, and the next 
morning we drew up in the court, ready to follow out 
a troop of soldiers who were there on guard. When, 
however, the soldiers had passed through the gate, it 
Avas suddenly shut in our faces, and instantly locked ; 
and the officer in command shouted from the other 
side, ‘ Gentlemen, I am much obliged to you for your 
intended assistance ; but I do not choose to alloAv my 
soldiers to be shot, so I have ordered you to be locked 
in,’ and away he galloped. We looked very foohsh.” 
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CHAPTER VI. 

1780—1782. 

jm. JOHN SCOTT’s FmST SUCCESSES, ACKROYD V. SMITHSON, CLI- 

THEROE COJrJHTTEE, ETC. MEMORABILIA OF THE NORTHERN 

CIRCUIT. — LORD THURLOIV’S FRIENDSHIP. BENEVOLENCE OF 

Jm. JOHN SCOTT. — DIFFERENT USAGES OF EMINENT LA^TTEES 
IN ANSWERING CASES. 

Aetee a trial of three or four years, during wliicli, 
■with all his diligence, he was able to make very httle 
progress in London, Mr. Scott recurred to an in- 
tention, early conceived by him, of settling as a pro- 
vincial counsel in his native town. The fulfilment 
of this design was prevented by two unex^Dected op- 
jDortunities, wliich were afforded to his talents by the 
apjieal in the cause of Ackroyd v, Smithson, and by 
the Clitheroe Election Petition. The circumstances 
of his connection •with these two cases are best re- 
lated in the words in which they were told by Lord 
Eldon himself, little more than three weeks before 
liis death. He was sitting in his arm-chair by his 
own fireside, with J\Ir. Farrer, who had been dining 
with him j and upon Mr. Farrer’s asldng him wlicther 
the Court of Chancery had been his object when he 
was first called to the Bar, he answered, — “Cerfainly 
“ not. I first took my seat in the King’s Bench ; 
“ but I soon perceived, or tliouglit I perceived, a 
‘‘ preference in Lord a^lansfield (tlien tlie Lord Chief 
“ Justice) for young lawyers wlio had been bred at 
“ 'Westminster School and Christ Clnirch : and as 1 
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“ had belonged to neither Westminster nor Christ 
“ Church, I thought I should not have a fair chance 
“ mth my fellows, and therefore I crossed over to 
“ the other side of the HaU.’^ Lord Mansfield, I do 
“ believe, Avas not conscious of the bias ; he was a 
“ good man.” — “ Might I ask you. Lord Eldon,” 
said Mr. Earrer, “ whether Ackroyd v. Smithson 
“ was not the first cause in Avhich you distinguished 
“ yourself? ” — “ Did I never tell you the history of 
“ that case? Come, help yourself to a glass of New- 
“ castle port, and give me a little. — You must 
“ Imow,” he went on, “ that the testator in that 
“ cause had directed his real estates to he sold, and, 
“ after paying his debts and funeral and testamentary 
“ expenses, the residue of the money to he dmded 
“ into fifteen parts — which he gave to fifteen per- 
“ sons whom he named in his wiH. One of those 
“ persons died in the testator’s lifetime. A bill was 
“ filed by the next of kin, claiming, amongst other 
“ things, the lapsed share. A brief was given me to 
“ consent for the heir-at-law, upon the hearing of the 
“ cause. I had nothing then to do but to pore over 
“ this brief. I went through all the cases in the 
“ books, and satisfied myself that the lapsed share 
“ was to be considered as real estate, and belonged 
“ to my client (the heir-at-law). The cause came 
“ on at the Eolls, before Sir Thomas Sewell. I told 

* Before tlie new courts were built, tbe Courts of King’s Bench 
and Chancery were opposite to each other, at the two corners of 
the upper extremity of Westminster Hall, the King’s Bench being 
on the eastern, and the Chancery on the western side. “ The 
number of coimsel, regularly practising at the Chancery Bar when 
Mr. Scott joined it, is said (Laio 3Iag., No. xliii.) to have been only 
twelve or fifteen.” 
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“ the solicitor, who sent me the brief, that I should 
“ consent for the heir-at-law, so far as regarded the 
“ due execution of the will, but that I must supjDort 
“ the title of the heir to the one fifteenth, Avhich had 
“ lapsed. Accordingly, I did argue it, and went 
“ through all the authorities. When Sir Thomas 
“ Sewell went out of court he asked the register, who 
“ that young man was? The register told him it 
“ was Mr. Scott. ‘ He has argued very well,’ said Sir 
“ Thomas Sewell, ‘ but I cannot agree with him.’ 
“ This the register told me. He decreed against my 
“ client. The cause having been carried by appeal 
“ to the Lord Chancellor Thurlow, a guinea brief 
“ was again brought to me to consent. I told my 
“ chent, if he meant by ‘ consent ’ to give up the 
“ claim of the heir to the lapsed share, he must take 
“ his brief elsewhere, for I would not hold it vdthout 
“ arguing that point. Ide said something about 
“ young men being obstinate, but that I must do as 
“ I thought right.” — Lord Eldon, in telling the same 
story to his niece, Mrs. Forster, observed, “ You see 
“ the lucky thing was, there being two other parties, 
“ and, the disappointed one not being content, there 
“was an appeal to Lord Thurlow. — In the mean 
“ while, they had written to I\Ir. Jolmston, Recorder 
“ of York, guardian to the young heir-at-law, and a 
“ clever man, but liis answer was, — ‘ Do not send 
“ good money after bad: let i\Ir. Scott bave a guinea 
“ to give consent, and if he vdll argue, why let Jiim 
“ do so, but give liim no more.’ — So I went into 
“ Court, and Avhen Lord Thurlow asked who was to 
“ appear for the heir-at-law, I rose and .said modestly, 

“ ‘That I was, and as I could not but tliink (with 
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‘‘ mucli deference to tlie Master , of tlie Rolls, for I 
“ might be wrong,) that my client had the right to 
“ the property, if his Lordship would give me leave, I 
“ would argue it.’ — It was rather arduous for me to 
“ rise against all the eminent counsel. I do not say 
“ that their opinions were against me, but they were 
“ employed against me. However, I argued that the 
“ testator had ordered this fifteenth share of the pro- 
“ perty to be converted into personal property, for 
“ the benefit of one particular individual, and that 
“ therefore he never contemplated its coming into 
“ possession of either the next of kin, or the resi- 
“ duary legatee ; but, being land at the death of the 
“ individual, it came to the heir-at-law. — Well, 
“ Thuiiow took three days to consider, and then de- 
“ liveredhis judgment in accordance with my speech, 
“ and that speech is in print, and has decided all 
“ similar questions ever since.” — Lord Eldon’s ac- 
count to Mr. Farr er concludes thus: — “As I left 
“ the Hall, a respectable solicitor, of the name of 
“ Forster, came up and touched me on the shoulder, 
“ and said, ‘ Young man, your bread and butter is 
“ cut for life,’ or, ‘You have cut your bread and 
“ butter.’ — But the story of Ackroyd v. Smithson 
“ does not stoj) there. In the Chancellor’s Court of 
“ Lancaster, where Dunning (Lord Ashburton) was 
“ Chancellor, a brief was given me in a cause in 
“ which the interest of my client would oblige me to 
“ support, by argument, the reverse of that which 
“ had been decided by the decree in Ackroyd v. 
“ Smithson. When I had stated to the court the 
“ point I was going to argue, Dunning said, ‘ Sit 
“ down, young man.’ — As I did not unmediately 

H 4 
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“ comply, lie repeated, ‘ Sit down, Sii’, I woVt liear 
“ you.’ — I then sat down. Dunning said, ‘ I believe 
“ your name is Scott, Sir.’ — I said it was. Upon 
“ wliich Dunning went on: — ‘Mr. Scott, did not 
“ you argue that case of Ackroyd v. Smithson?’ — I 

“ said that I did argue it Dunning then said, ‘ Mr. 

“ Scott, I have read your argument in that case of 
“ Ackroyd v. Smithson, and I defy you or any man 
“ in England to answer it. I wo’n’t hear you.’ ” 

The cause was originally heard before Sir T. Seweh, 
Master of the EoUs, on the 10th of July, 1778, and 
the appeal was argued before Lord Chancellor Thurlow 
on the 4th of March, 1780.^^ 

Although this was the first case in which he had 
acquired any public distinction, his value was be- 
ginning to be understood among his personal connec- 
tions ; insomuch that, not long afterwards, an offer 
was made to him of the Recordership of Newcastle. 
The salary, though not large, was considerable enough 
to carry great temptation for a man whose professional 
income in London was inadequate to support his 
family even in the most economical way of life j and 
ho calculated that the provincial business whicli he 
was hkefy to obtain would suffice, (when coupled witli 
the stipend of Recorder, and with the allowance re- 
ceived from liis vdfe’s friends and his own,) to supply 
the wants of himself and of those who relied on him. 
He therefore signified his acceptance of the office, and 
caused a residence to be engacfcd for him at New- 

• Soc Broinis Chanerry Cases, vol. i. p. 50J. ; nnd ^Ir. .TarmunV 
nflinirablo analy>is of the ’ivliole subject, 2 Jarman's PoterU, 77, 7S, 
ft srrj. 
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castle. The abandonment of this plan is thus ac- 
counted for hy himself : — 

“ I did not go the circuit one year, Mary,” said 
Lord Eldon to Mrs. Forster, “ because I could not af- 
“ ford it ; I had borrowed of my brother for several cir- 
“ cuits, without getting adequate remuneration, and I 
“ had determined to quit London, because I could not 
“ afford to stay in it. You Imow a house was taken 
“ for me at Newcastle. A¥ell! one morning about 
“ six o’clock” (probably on the 14th of March, 1781, 
the Committee having been struck on the 13th,) 
“ Mr. (afterwards Lord) Curzon, and four or five 
“ gentlemen, came to my door and woke me, and 
“ when I inquired what they wanted, they stated 
“ that the Olitheroe election case was to come on, 
“ that morning at ten o’clock, before a committee 
“ of the House of Commons, that Mr. Cooper had 
“ written to say he was detained at Oxford by illness 
“ and could not arrive to lead the cause, and that 
“ Mr. Hardinge, the next comisel, refused to do so, 
“ because he was not prepared. ‘Well, gentlemen,’ 
“ said I, ‘ what do you expect me to do, that you are 
“ here ?’ They answered, ‘they did not know what to 
“ expect or to do, for the cause must come on at ten 
“ o’clock, and they were totally unprepared, and had 
“ been recommended tome, as a young and promising 
“ counsel.’ I answered, ‘ I 'svill tell you what I can do, 
“ I can undertake to make a dry statement of facts, if 
“ that will content you, gentlemen, hut more I cannot 
“ do, for I have no time to make myself acquainted 
“ with the law.’ They said that must do; so I begged 
“ they would go do'svn stairs and let me get up, as 
“ fast as I could. Well, I did state the facts, and 
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“ tlie cause went on for fifteen days. It found me 
“ poor enough, but I began to be rich before it was 
“ done: they left me fifty guineas at the beginning; 
“ then there were ten guineas every day, and five 
“guineas every evening for a consultation — more 
“ money than I could count. But, better still, the 
“ length of the cause gave me time to make myself 
“ thoroughly acquainted with the law.” The re- 
mainder of the story is more circumstantially related 
by Mr. Farrer, from Lord Eldon’s o^vn narrative to 
him, communicated in the course of tlie conversation 
before referred to. 

“ On the morning, on which the counsel for the 
“ petitioner was to rejfiy, Hardinge came into the com- 
“ mittee room, meaning to reply. I saw the members 
“ of the committee put their heads together, and then 
“ one of them said, ‘ Mr. Hardinge, Mr. Scott opened 
“ this case, and has attended it throughout, and the 
“ committee think, that, if he likes to rejfiy , he ought 
“ to do so : J\Ir. Scott, would you like to reply V — I 
“ answered ‘ that I would do my best.’ I began my 
“ speech with a very bad joke. You must know that 
“ the leading counsel on the other side, Douglas, 
“ afterwards Lord Glenbervie, had made one of the 
“ longest speeches ever kiiovTi before a committee, 
“ and liad argued that the borougli of Chtheroe was 
“ not a borough by prescription, for it liad its origin 
“ Arithin the memory of man. I began b}^ saying, ‘ I 
“ Avill prove to the committee by tlie best evidence, 

“ that the borough of Glitheroc is a borough by ju’C- 
“ scription ; that it had its origin before the memory 
“ of man. My learned friend Avill admit the com- 
‘‘ mencement of this borough was belbrc the com- 
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“ meiicement of Ms speech : but the commencement 
“ of Ms speech is beyond the memory of man : there- 
fore the borough of Clitheroe must have commenced 
“ before the memory of man.’ We were beaten in the 
“ committee by one vote. After this speech, MansfieH, 
“ afterwards Sir James MansfieM, came up to me in 
“ Westminster Hall, and said he heard that I was 
“ going to leave London, but strongly advised me to 
“ remain in London. I told him that I could not, 
“ that I had taken a house in Newcastle, that I had 
“ an increasing family, in short, that I was compelled 
“ to quit London. Afterwards Wilson came to me and 
“ pressed me in the same manner to remain in London, 
“ adding what was very Mnd, ‘ that he would insure 
“ me 400/. the next year.’ I gave him the same 
“ answer as I had given Mansfield. However, I did 
“ remain in London, and lived to make Mansfield Chief 
“ Justice of the Common Pleas, and Wilson a Puisne 
“ Judge.* — ‘ I can’t understand,’ said Mr. Farrer to 
“ Lord Eldon, ‘ why Hardinge refused to open the pe- 
“ tition ; do you know ? ’ — ‘ Because he had not read 
“ his brief, I suppose,’ was the reply.” 

In 1781, on the 7th of April, the elder brother 
William, afterwards Lord Stowell, was .married to 
Anna Maria, daughter and co-heiress of John BagnaU, 
Esq., of Earley Court, in Berkshire. 

The two well-employed opportunities of Ackroyd 


* Note by Mb. Farrer. — Lord Eldon latterly told this as it is 
here stated. The fact is, that Wilson was made a Puisne Judge of 
the Common Pleas in 1786, and died in 1793. Lord Eldon, I have 
heen informed recommended Wilson to Thurloiv, Lord Chancellor, 
and in that way contributed to his promotion, and proved his re- 
membrance of Wilson’s kindness. 
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V. Smitlisoii, and tlie Clitlieroe petition, liad left tlie 
success of Mr. Scott a matter no longer doubtful. 
At tlie present day, fi’om tbe great competition of 
very learned and very able practitioners, a few occa- 
sional opportunities do little, however they be im- 
proved. Among the more influential class of at- 
torneys and solicitors, it has become usual to bring 
up a son or other near relation to the Bar, who, if bis 
industry and abihty be such as can at all justify bis 
friends in emjiloying liim, absorbs all tbe business 
which they and their connection can bestow : and tbe 
number of barristers, thus powerfully supported, is 
now so great, that few men lacking such an advan- 
tage can secure a hold upon business. But at tbe 
tune when Mr. Scott began bis professional hfe, tbe 
usage bad not grown up of coming into tbe field witli 
a ’■’'following'^ already secured. Education being less 
general, fewer competitors attempted tbe Bar; and 
even among tbe educated classes, a large proportion 
of adventurous men devoted tbemselves to naval and 
military pursuits, which have now been deprived of 
their attraction b}’- a peace of more than a quarter of 
a century. In those days, therefore, it might well 
iiappen, as with Mr. Scott it actually did, that a 
couple of good opportunities, ably used, would make 
tlie fortune of an assiduous barrister in London. 

Tlie same causes wbicb then rendered opportunity 
productive in the inetropohs, bad their operation also 
on the business of tbe circuits. The following story is 
current at tbe Bar, of Mr. Scott’s first success on 
the circuit in a civil action. Tbe plaintifl’ was a iMrs. 
I'ermor, who sought damages against tlie defendant, 
an elderly maiden lady, named Sanstern, for an as- 
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sault committed at a wliist-table. ]\Ir. Scott was 
junior counsel for tlie plaintitf; and •when tlic cause 
was called on, his leader was absent in the Oro'nm 
Court, conducting a government prosecution. Mr. 
Scott requested that liis cause might be postponed till 
his leader should be at libertj* ; but, the judge refus- 
ing, there was no help, and i\Ir. Scott addressed tlie 
jury for Mrs. Fermor, and called his witnesses. It 
was proved that at the whist-table some angiy words 
arose between the ladies, which at length kindled to 
such heat, that j\Iiss Sanstern was impelled to throw 
her cards at the head of j\Irs. Fermor, who (probably 
in dodging to avoid these missiles) fell or slipped from 
her chair to the ground. Upon this evidence, the 
defendant’s counsel objected that the case liad not 
been proved as alleged; for that the declaration 
stated the defendant to have committed the assault 
with her hand, whereas the e^ddeuce proved it to have 
been committed 'svith the cards. Mr. Scott, however, 
insisted that the facts were substantially i^roved ac- 
cording to the averment in the declaration, of an assault 
committed •with the hand: for that in the common 
parlance of the card- table, the hand means the hand 
of cards ; and thus that Miss Sanstern, having 
thrown her cards in Mrs. Fermor’s face, had clearly 
assaulted Mrs. Fermor •with her hand. The Court 
laughed: the jury, much diverted, found the plain- 
tiff’s allegations sufficiently proved; and the young 
counsel had the frolic and fame of a verdict in his 
favour. 

It has been supposed that to this verdict he was in- 
debted for the large practice which he soon afterwards 
obtained on the Northern circuit ; but the three fol- 
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lomng instances show, that no single exploit was the 
cause of his extensive success. Por the first of them, 
the writer of this memoir is indebted to the Idndness 
of Mr. Spence, Q. C., who gives it in these words : — 

“ I was about to join the hlorthern circuit in 1815, 

when the late Mr. Bell took me to one of Lord Eldon’s 
“ levees. On my first introduction. Lord Eldon ac- 
“ costed me thus : ‘ So you are going to join my old 
“ cmcuit; you will perhaps be surprised to hear that I 
“ was first brought into notice on that circuit by break- 
“ ing the Ten Commandments.’ I should have supposed 
“ him to mean that he had read his briefs on Sunday; 
“ but there was that good-humoured gleam of the eye, 
“ which every one who recollects him will understand, 
“ and which puzzled me. He continued, ‘ I’ll tell you 
“ how it was. I was counsel in a cause, the fate of 
“ which depended on our being able to make out 
“ who was the founder of an ancient chapel in the 
“ neighbourhood. I went to view it. There was 
“ nothing to be observed which gave any indication 
“ of its date or history : however, I observed that tlie 
“ Ten Commandments were written on some old 
“ plaster which, fi’om its position, I conjectured 
“ might cover an arch. Acting on this, I bribed the 
“ clerk vith five shillings to allow me to chip away 
“ a part of the plaster ; and after two or tlircc at- 
“ tempts, I found the key-stone of an arch, on which 
“ were engraved the arms of an ancestor of one of the 
“ parties. This evidence decided the cause, and I ever 
“ afterwards Iiad reason to remember, with some sa- 
“ tisfaction, my luiving on that occasion broken tJie 
“ Commandments.’ ” 

JSIr. Scott’s first success at Durham was in the case 
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of Adair v. Swinburne. Tlic circumstances by wliicli 
the lead of this cause was devolved upon him are re- 
corded by Mr. Farrer ft-om liis ovui narration, which 
commenced thus : — 

“ An issue had been directed out of the Court of 
Exchequer to be tried at Durliam, upon a question 
of very great importance to coal owners. We had 
a consultation at Durham, at which were pi’csent 
most of tlie leaders of the Northern circuit, Jack 
Lee, Tom Davenport, and otliers. After we had 
had a good deal of discussion, Lee said, ‘ Scott, 5mu 
must lead this to-morrow — and, the other counsel as- 
senting, I agreed to do so.’ — ‘But wliy, Lord Eldon, 
did they put you to lead? ’ — ‘ Oh ! you must know 
I had been counsel in all the proceedings in the 
Exchequer; besides, perliaps, they tliought that I 
had an advantage over them in liaMng been born 
and bred in a coal country. Tfell, tliey insisted 
upon iny leading, and I said I would do my best. 
— Next morning we went into com’t. "We had a 
special jury of gentlemen of the county, most intelli- 
gent men, well acquainted with coal and collieries. 
Buller, who was trying the issue, when I rose to 
reply after the defendant’s case was closed, said to 
me, ‘ Mr. Scott, you are not going to waste the time of 
the court and ofthe jury by replying ! ’ ” — The sequel 
of the stor)^ is more fully detailed in Mrs. Forster’s 

report of Lord Eldon’s narrative to her “ Said Mr. 

“ J ustice Buller, ‘ You have not a leg to stand upon.’ — 
“Now this was very awkward — a young man, and 
“ the judge spealdng so decidedly. — However, I said, 
“ ‘ My Lord, in ninety-nine cases out of a hundred, I 
“ would sit down, upon hearing the judge so express 
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“ Mmself ; but so persuaded am I tliat I have the 
“ right on my side, that I must entreat your Lord- 
“ ship to allow me to reply, and I must also express 
‘‘ my expectation of gaining the verdict.’ Well, I 
“ did reply, and the jury — it was a special jury, 
Charles Brandling was foreman — retired, and after 
“ consulting six or eight hours, they returned, and 
“ actually gave the verdict in my favour. 

“ When I went to the ball that evening, I was re- 
“ ceived with open arms by every one. Oh ! my 
“ fame was established ; I really think I might have 
‘‘ married half the pretty girls in the room that night. 
“ Never was man so courted. It certainly was very 
“ flattering to be so received ; but yet it was painful,, 
“ too, to mark the contrast from the year before : — 
“ it certainly was not my fault that I had no cause 
“ to lead the year before. 

“ But I must not omit to tell you the conclusion. 

“ I went to Carlisle, and there BuUer sent for me, 

“ and told me he had been thinking over that case 
“ on his way from Newcastle, and he had come to 
“ the conclusion that he was entirely 'svrong, and I 
was right : therefore he had sent for me to tell me 
“ this, and to express his regret for having stopped, 

“ or rather attempted to stop me in court. This 
was veiy handsome in him, but it certainly had been 
“ a very awkward predicament for a young man. 
This cause raised me aloft.” 

The Anecdote Book gives the following account of 
his first introduction to business at Carlisle : — “1 
at the Assizes for Cumberland in seven successive 
years before 1 had a brief. It happened that my ‘dd 
friend ]\Ir.Lec, commonly called dack Lee, was absent 
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in the criminal court, Avlien a cause was called on in 
the civil court, and some attorney, being by that ab- 
sence deprived of his retained counsel, was obliged to 
procure another, and he gave me a guinea, vdth a 
scrap of paper as a brief, to defend an old woman in 
an action for an assault brought against lier by an- 
other old woman. The plaintih' had been reposing 
in an arm-chair, when, some words arising between 
her and ray client, the latter took hold of the legs of 
the chair, and in fact threw the plaintiff head and 
heels over the top of the chair. This sort of assault 
of course admitted of cas}’’ proof, and a servant maid 
of the plaintiff's proved the case. I tlien oflered in 
court that a chair should be brought in, and that my 
old female client should place herself in it, and that 
the lady (the plaintiff) should overset the chair and 
my old woman, as she had been upset herself. Upon 
the plaintiff’s attornej’’ refusing this compromise, the 
witness (the servant maid) said, that her mistress (the 
plaintiff) was always vulling to make up the matter, 
but that her attoiaiey would never allow her to do so, 
and that her mistress thought she must do as her 
attorney bid her do, and had no will of her own. ‘ So 
then,’ observed I to the jury, knowing that her at- 
torney’s name was Hobson, ‘ this good lady has had 
nothing for it but “ Hobson’s choice.” And pray then, 
gentlemen,’ I added, ‘ as the good woman Avants no 
damages, and the cause is Plobson’s, give him but a 
penny at most if you please.’ This penny the jury 
gave. When I record that in the same assizes I re- 
ceived seventy guineas foi* this joke, for briefs came 
in rapidly, I record a fact which proves that a lawyer 
may begin to acquire wealth by a little pleasantry, 
VOL. I. I 
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who might long wait before professional knowledge 
introduced him into notice and business.” 

As he had been seven years on the circuit, this 
lucl^y cause may probably have been heard about the 
summer of 1782. To nearly the same period may be 
referred a practical joke, related in the Anecdote 
Book, as follows : — 

“At an assizes at Lancaster, we found Dr. John- 
son’s friend. Jemmy Boswell, lying upon the pave- 
ment, — inehriatecL We subscribed at supper a gumea 
for him and half a crown for his clerk, and sent him, 
when he waked next morning, a brief with m- 
structions to move, for what we denominated the 
mit of ‘ Quare adhmsit pavimento,’ with observations, 
duly calculated to induce- him to think that it required 
great learning to explain the necessity of granting it 
to the judge, before whom he was to move. Bosivell 
sent all round the town to attornies for books, that 
might enable him to distinguish himself — but in vain. 
He moved however for the writ, maldng the best use 
he could of the observations in the brief. The judge 
was perfectly astonished, and the audience amazed. — 
The judge said, ‘I never lieard of such a vnit — wliat 
can it be that adheres pavimento ? — Arc an}^ of you 
gentlemen at the bar able to explain this ? ’ The Bar 
laughed. At last one of them said, ‘ My Lord, j\tr. 
Boswell last night adhaisit pavimento. Tlicre was no 
moving him for some time. At last he was carried 
to bed, and he has been dreaming about himself and 
the pavement.’” 

Lord I'lldon, talking to iMrs. Forster in after life? 
about the memorabilia of tlic Korlliern cirenit. said, 
“ATe had an amusing case at York. Stakes for a race 
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had been deposited in the hands of one party, to be 
paid to the o^^^ler of the horse that won ; but then 
there was a condition that each horse "was to be ridden 
by ^genthmmi ; and it was disputed whether the horse 
that did -win had been ridden by a gentleman^ or not. 
This action was to ascertain this point. Now the 
holder of the stakes stated, that he was anxious to 
get the money paid, provided he was sure that lie 
AYOuld not be called upon to pay it over again. The 
judge told him he was quite right to be careful, and 
it must be ascertained whether the person was a 
gentleman or not. AYell, we had a great deal of evi- 
dence, and then we came to the summing up of the 
judge, who addressed the juiy in these words : — 
‘ Gentlemen of the jurjq when I see you in that box, 
I call you gentlemen^ for I know jmu are such : 
custom has authorised me: and, from your office 
there, you are entitled to be called gentlemen. But 
out of that box, I do not know what may be deemed 
the requisites that constitute a gentleman : therefore 
I can give you no direction.’ (A laugh.) The 
jury returned a verdict that he was not a gentlemaiij 
Well, the next morning he challenged both Law and 
me, who were conducting the cause against bun, for 
sajdng that he was no gentleman. We sent liim this 
answer, that we could not thmk of fighting one, who 
was pronounced, by a solemn verdict of twelve of his 
countr5nnen, to be no gentleman. 

Another Northern circuit story of those days was 
told by Lord Eldon to Mrs. Forster, about a party at 
the house of a certain Lawyer Fawcett, who gave a 
dinner every year to the counsel. “ On one occasion,” 
related Lord Eldon, “ I heard Lee say, ‘ I cannot leave 

I 2 
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Fawcett’s wine: mind, Davenport, you will go liome 
immediately after dinner, to read the brief in that 
cause that we have to conduct to-morrow.’ — ‘ Not 
I,’ said Davenport ; ‘ leave my dinner and my wine 
to read a brief! No, no, Lee — that wo’n’t do.’ — 
‘ Then,’ said Lee, ‘ what is to be done ? who else is 


employed ? ’ — Davenport : ‘ Oh, young Scott.’ — Lee : 
‘Oh 1 he must go. Mr. Scott, you must go home 
immediately, and make yourself acquainted with that 
cause before our consultation this evening.’ This was 
very hard upon me ; but I did go, and there was an 
attorney from Cumberland, and one from Northum- 
berland, and I do not know how many other persons. 
Pretty late, in came Jack Lee as drunk as he could be. 
‘ I cannot consult to-night, — I must go to bed,’ he ex- 
claimed, and away he went. Then came Sir Thomas 
Davenport: ‘ We cannot have a consultation to-night, 
Mr. Wordsworth’ (Wordsworth, I think, was the name; 
it was a Cumberland name), shouted Davenport; ‘ don’t 
you sec how drunk Mr. Scott is ? it is impossible to con- 
sult.’ Poor me, who had scarce had any dinner, and 
lost all my vdne — Jwas so drunk that I could not con- 
sult I Well, a verdict was given against us, and it was 
all owing to La-\v}’'er Fawcett’s dinner. We moved 
for a ]iew trial, and I must say, for the honour of the 
Bar, that those two gentlemen, Jack Lee and Sir 
Thomas Davenport, paid all the expenses between 
them of the lirst trial. It is the only instance I ever 


knew : but tlicy did. We moved for a nesv trial (<>n 
the ground, 1 suppose, of the counsel not being in their 
senses), and’ it was granted. When it came on, the 


folloAving year, tlie judge rose and said, ‘ Gentlemen, 
did any of you dine with Lavycr Fawcett 3 'esterda}' 
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for, if you did, I will not hear this cause till next 
year.’ There was great laughter. AVc gained the 
cause that time.” 

The following memorandum in the Anecdote Book, 
touching a couple of roguish attorneys, ma^’- he re- 
ferred to this part of j\rr. Scott’s hfe: — 

“ There were,” says he, “ when I was not much ad- 
vanced in professional business, two attorneys, father 
and son, of the name of Priddle. In point of cha- 
racter, they stood low. Old Lord Mansfield used to 
say to the father, ‘ Don’t read your affidavit, Mr 
Priddle ; we give the same credit to what you say 
as we do to what you swear.’ They had a cause? 
father against son. The father called to leave a re- 
tainer with me against the son, representing liim as 
the most worthless of human beings. I declined to 
accept it in this family cause. Soon afterwards the 
son called to retain me against the father, representing 
the old gentleman as the most worthless of human 
beings. This retainer I also declined to ac'cejDt. The 
elder of these persons had got possession of a house be- 
longing to the crown. Macdonald, Attorney-General, 
had great difficulty in dispossessing him by pro- 
ceedings at law, but at last succeeded ; and when 
old Mr. Chamberlayne, the Treasury Solicitor, went 
■with due authority to demand possession, Priddle 
said, ‘ If you will take the house, you shall take all 
that’s in it. Poor Mrs. Priddle died a day or two 
ago ; she lies a corpse up stairs in bed, and there I 
shall leave her. If you -will have the house, you shall 
have her also.’ The Treasury Solicitor took posses- 
sion of the house and of her, and Priddle rejoiced in 
sa-nng the expense of burying his departed spouse.” ' 

I 3 
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The memorable argument in Ackrojd v. Smithson 
had fixed the attention of Lord Chancellor Thiirlow 
upon Mr. Scott, whom he now treated with great dis- 
tinction, in private as well as in public. It has been 
said, that, soon after that argument, Mr. Scott re- 
ceived, and declined, the offer of a Mastership in 
Chancery : but when his grandson asked him about 
this in his latter years, he said he had no recollection 
of it ', nor is it lilcely that any man, not in the greatest 
business, would have rejected such an advancement. 
He was even anxious at that time to be made a Com- 
missioner of Banlo-upts. It has been supposed that 
he actually obtained such a nomination j but this is a 
mistake, induced apparently by the fact that there 
was, in his early life, a Commissioner of Bankrupts 
named John Scott, a member of Gray’s Imi. Lord 
Eldon’s account of the matter to Mrs. Forster was 
this : “ Thurlow became my steady friend, but he 
sliowed it rather oddly in one circumstance. Sir Grey 
Cooper had written to him to ask him to give me a 
Commissionership of Bankrupts, and he promised he 
loould. How you Imow a Imndred and sixty or 
seventy pounds a year would have been a great thing 
to us ; but he never did. In after life I reminded him 
of his promise, and inquired why he had not ful- 
filled it ; and his answer was curious : — ‘ It would 
have been your ruin. Young men are veiy apt to be 
content when thej’- get something to live upon ; so 
when I saw what 3’'ou were made of, I determined to 
break promise, tomakej'ou work;’ and I dare say 
he was right, for there is nothing does a young hunv-J* 
so mueb good najo be half starved: it has a fine 
eftcct. But it was rather a curious instance of Lord 
Thurlow’s kindness.” 
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Mr. John Surtees, Lady Eldon’s brother, relates, 
from Lord Eldon’s own account to him, that Lord 
Eldon, early in his professional life, was retained in 
some case mth Lord Alvanley (then Pepper Arden), 
who spoke with great fluency, but very loosely and 
without due preparation. When Mr. Scott rose on 
the same side. Lord Thuiiow, with his usual gravity 
of manner, said, “ Mr. Scott, I am glad to find that 
you are engaged in this cause, for I now stand some 
chance to hnow something of the matter y 

As a set-off to these compliments. Lord Eldon used 
to relate of himself, that on some occasion, at the 
close of his address. Lord Thurlow said to him, “ 1 
“ was -with you, Mr. Scott — till I heard your argu- 
“ ment.” 

The foUovdng story, related in the Observer news- 
paper, of the 21st of January, 1838, a few days after 
Lord Eldon’s death, belongs to this period of his 
biography. The authority for it is not cited, but it 
is circumstantially told, and corresponds with his 
Imown benevolence. 

“ When the late Lord Eldon was plain Mr. Scott, 
but a rising member of the Bar, the hair-dresser who 
attended him took an opportunity of mentioning to 
him, that an acquauitance of his was entitled to 
considerable property if he had his right. Mr. Scott 
listened to the statement, and felt interested in it. 
With a goodness of heart which did him honour, he 
told his informant to go to Mr. Giles Bleasdale, the 
predecessor of the highly respectable firm of Holme, 
.Erampton, and Loftus, and state the particulars to 
that gentleman. The worthy tonsor did so ; Mr. Bleas- 
dale reduced the facts to writing ; and, by the advice 

I 4 
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of Mr. Scott, proceediligs were coimnenced to recover 
the property in question. Mr. Scott, however, told 
Mr. Bleasdale that, althougli he should not expect 
any fees during the progress of the cause, he wished 
an accurate account to be kept of the amount to 
which he would be entitled at the termination of the 
suit. Mr. Scott was ultimately 'successful for his 
client, and, on the winding up of the business, Mr. 
Bleasdale waited upon him with a well-filled purse or 
canvass bag, containing the whole of his fees in gold. 
Mr. Scott smiled with evident satisfaction, but, re- 
collecting himself, he sent for the hair-dresser who 
had first introduced the subject to him. The hair- 
dresser, making his appearance, was congratulated on 
the success of his friend by Mr. Scott, who then 
added, ‘As you have yourself had a good deal of 
trouble in the afihir, take that purse;’ and handed 
over to the astonished perruquier the whole sum 
brought by Mr. Bleasdale as his fees.” 

The number of opinions given by j\Ir. vScott when 
at the Bar, upon cases laid before him for advice, is 
Imowii to have borne a small projDortion to the extcnt 
of liis otlicr practice. The ]*easons of this ai’e ex- 
plained in the following extract fi’oin the Anecdote 
Book: — “When I got into considerable business at 
the Bar, I was much resorted to by profession:!! 
persons, laying cases before me for my ojnnioiis. 
Lord Kenyon, when at tlie ]3ar, made, one year (ot 
whicli he showed me evidence), l)y opinions only, 
about three thousand pounds — at tliat'timc, accord- 
ing to tlie rate of fees given to counsel, a very large 
sum. It was, however, his rule to eonsidor luhnsch 
{r^ only required to read the case, as it was staT< d to 
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Mm, and to give sncli opinion as liis general know- 
ledge enabled bini to give upon reading it, without 
looldng for further information as to matter of law, 
by looldng into books. When he afterwards became 
a Judge in Equity, the rule by which he governed 
himself, as to the facts of any case, was to consider 
himself as not bound to seek for further information 
as to those facts, than as the dihgence of counsel had 
stated them ; and his judgment was usually given 
without assisting himself by more than his general 
knowledge of law enabled him to aid himself, at 
the conclusion of the counseks reply. It is due 
to the very great law-learning of Mr. Kenyon, 
afterwards Lord Kenyon, to record, that no lawyer, 
in my days, could, in this way of proceeding, 
do so much justice to parties consulting him, or 
before hhn for judgment, as he coiild. — My business 
as to giving opinions was of very short duration. I 
could not so far trust my Imowledge of law, as to 
believe that I could not confirm it, or improve it, by 
looking into books and authorities, after I had read 
the stated case. This led necessarily to delay, and 
sometimes to a correction of that opinion, which I 
at first entertained, and which the soficitor consult- 
ing me mshed to obtain perhaps. He then ceased, 
as to such matters, to be a chent of mine. But 
this sort of employment forsook me in a greater 
degree, because, ' after my experience had taught 
me that cases upon which opinions had been given 
(and upon the encouragement, contained in those 
opinions, suits had been instituted) difiered ma- 
terially and essentially in cu-cumstances from what 
were proved to be the real cases when the causes in 
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such suits were heard, aud that experience conyinced 
me that a great many attornies, who had stated cases, 
could not but know that those were material and essen- 
tial circumstances, which, being within their Imowledge, 
ought to have been, but which were not, stated in the 
cases, when laid before counsel, I got into a habit pre- 
judicial to myself, which I Imow in some instances to 
have been very useful to others, of considering the pro- 
bability or improbability of the correctness and suffi- 
ciency of the statement in cases laid before me, stating 
in my opmions the vast difference it would make m the 
judgment if a suit was instituted, if facts were either 
suppressed, or matters stated which were not facts, 
or if facts, so far as the statement went, were not the 
whole truth of the case ; and then pointing out in the 
opinion what I thought possible, or conjectured, to he 
matters, which might form part of the case tliough 
not at all stated, and circumstances whicli miglit 
qualify the effect of the facts, which might be only 
partially stated, leaving it to the party consulting me 
to make any representation as to such things as lie 
might think proper, or to act upon an opinion wliicli 
had all such qualifications in the body of it. Among 
solicitors and attornies there were many very wordiy 
men ; there were others certainly not such j as there 
arc in all other classes of men, "ood and bad. One 

p * tD 

of the worthiest I have knovm said, they did not want 
opinions that had so many ‘ its ’ in them, that sueli 
would not do for them, that the}’ spoilt business, and 
certainly they, aided by a disinclination which .1 had 
to be oimairod in a branch of the profession of .so much 
resjwnsibility, and with reference to which I thought 
so much care and trouble absolutely nccc.'-’Stiry, en* 
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tirely spoilt my opinion business No contemporary 

of Mr. Kenyon gave so many opinions as be did. — 
Tbe gentleman who appeared to stand next as to 
tbe number, was Mr. Dunning ; but many of bis opi- 
nions were given by Mr. J. Wilson, afterwards Mr. 
Justice Wilson, tbougb signed by Mr. Dunnmg. Tbe 
band-writing of those two gentlemen was so mucb abke 
that they could bardly be distinguisbed; and Mr. Wil- 
son’s opinions were very valuable.” 

Tbe year 1782 was that of Lord Eodney’s great 
victory over tbe French fleet: an achievement in 
which Sir Samuel (afterwards Viscount) Hood bad an 
important share. Lord Eldon, who at a later period 
became acquainted with Lord Hood, records, among 
Ms anecdotes, a testimonial from this commander, 
which is important to Lord Eodney’s fame. 

“ Lord Eodney, tbougb be achieved mighty things, 
was not considered by tbe country as having done as 
mucb as be ought in bis victory over tbe French, I 
think, in bis last engagement. It was in tbe engage- 
ment in which old Lord Hood was either second, or 
very high in command. I mentioned to him that tbe 
country thought of that business as above stated. His 
answer was, ‘ I think more might have been done, but 
if I had commanded, I don’t thmk that I should have 
ventm’ed to have attempted more.’ ” 
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CHAPTER VII. 

1783. 

COALITION MINISTRY. ANECDOTE OF THURLOIY. — SILK GOW. — ■ 

ME. JOHN SCOTT’s VINDICATION OP HIS SENIORITY. — ANECDOTE 
OF LORD COLLINGIVOOD. — CANVASS OP 'WEOBLY: SPEECH : LORD 
SURREY : JHSS BRIDGE : ELECTION OP MR. JOHN SCOTT. — 
DANGEROUS ILLNESS OF, AND LETTERS FR03I, HIS BROTHER 

■WILLIAM. ENCOURAGING LETTER FROM MR. LEE TO MR. JOrof 

SCOTT. — COJIMENCEMENT OF PARLIAMENTARY SESSION. ANEC- 

DOTE OF LORD NORTH. — MR. JOHN SCOTT’S MAIDEN SPEECH. — 

ms SPEECH ON 3IR. FOx’s INDIA BILL. PALL OP THE COALITION 

SHNISTRY. — NEW ADJHNISTRATION UNDER SIR. PITT. 


The administration of Lord Slielburne, whicli had 
succeeded that of Lord Rockingham, gave way, in 
the spring of 1783, to the coahtion ministry of Lord 
North and Mr. Fox, the nominal head of ‘ivhich was 
the Duke of Portland. ^ Among the members of the 
cabinet who then retired, was Lord Thurlow, of 
whose conduct on that occasion the following j^ar- 
ticulars were related by Lord Eldon to his brother-in- 
law Mr. Jolm Surtees : — 

“ Mr. Fox, much to Lord ThurloAv’s surprise, 
called at his house, andVas shoAvn into his drawing- 
room. Lord Thurlow, immediately that Mr. Fox’.s 
visit was announced, detennined to receive him, (ob- 
serving when he narrated the matter, that lie did not 
vdsh that Mr. Fox should sujiposc him afraid to meet 
ail}’’ one,) and an interview took place. Lord Tliurlow, 
on being informed by Mr. Fox that he and his parly 
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•wislied tlie co-operation of Ms LordsMp, as CliancelLor, 
in the administration they wished to form, said, ‘ Mr. 
Fox, no man can deny that either you, or Mr. Pitt, 
are, beyond any two men that can be named, fit, from 
character and talents, to be at the head of any ad- 
ministration ; but, as Mr. Pitt is very acceptable to 
the King, and is in an extraordinary degree popular 
in the country, I have connected myself with him.’ ” 

On Lord Thurlow’s refusal, the great seal was put 
in commission. It was not long before the Lords Com- 
missioners (namely. Lord Loughborough, then Chief 
Justice of the Common Pleas, Mr. Justice Ashhurst, 
and Mr. Baron Hotham) were authorised, by the new 
government, to call within the Bar a few of the most 
eminent among the jmiior counsel : and Mr. Scott re- 
ceived a message from the Duke of Portland, through 
the Lords Commissioners, offering to include him in 
this promotion. Mr. Scott, mth his habitual pru- 
dence, took time to deliberate ; and what followed 
has thus been related by himself in the Anecdote 
Book, and in his conversations mth Mrs. Forster and 
Mr. Farrer : — 

“ After some hesitation, I communicated my in- 
tention of accepting the offer, answering that I should 
feel honoured and gratified in doing so. Kow this 
was on the Wednesday : and on Thursday I found 
that Erskine and Pigott, both of them my juniors, 
were also to have silk gowns, and that they were to 
be sworn in on the Friday, whilst Saturday was ap- 
pointed for me to be sworn in ; so I immediately 
wrote to say, that though I had felt highly honoured in 
being offered a silk gown, and had gratefully accepted 
it, yet as I found ]\Ir. Erskine and Mr. Pigott, my 
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juniors at tlie Bar, were to Be put over me, by being 
sworn in tbe day previous to myself, I must beg leave 
to retract my acceptance, as I could not consent to 
accept promotion accompanied by any waiver of my 
professional rank : and tbis letter I sent. I was 
called before tbe Lords Commissioners, wbo took 
great pams to induce me to alter my purpose. One 
of them said, Mr. Pigott was junior at tbe Bar to Mr. 
Erskine, and yet be bad consented to let Mr. Erskine 
take precedence of bim. I answered, ‘ Mr. Pigott 
is tbe best judge for bimself : I cannot consent to give 
way, either to Mr. Ersldne or Mr. Pigott.’ Another 
said, ‘ Mr. Scott, you are too proud.’ — ‘ My Lord, 
with all respect I state it is not pride : I cannot ac- 
cept tbe gown upon these terms.’ After much dif- 
ficulty, and particularly as tbe patents of Erskine and 
Pigott bad passed tbe seal, tbe matter seems to have 
been arranged; for on tbe Saturday I received a 
patent, appointing me to be next in rank to Peckbam, 
and placing Erskine -and Pigott below me, though in 
fact both of them bad been sworn in tbe day before 
me ; and that patent I have to tbis day.” 

Lord Eldon, referring in bis Anecdote Book to the 
course be took in tbe matter of tbis promotion, says, 
that tbe transaction made some noise at tbe time: 
and expresses bis belief that it bad a very consider- 
able efiect and influence in producing tbe subsequent 
successes of bis professional life. “ Did you think,” said 
]\Ir. Farrer to him, “ that it was so important to insist 
upon retaining your rank ?” — “ It was eveiy tbing, 
be replied, with great earnestness; “I oired my 
future success to it.” He docs not exemplify this 
impression by any particular incidents of bis sub- 
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sequent life ; but those, who are acquainted with the 
profession of the Bar, will be fully aware of the ad- 
vantages accrumg to a man of acknowledged abilities, 
from a character early established for independence 
and self-respect. Mr. Peckham, who received the 
offer of promotion at the same time with Mr. Scott, 
and who, like him, was senior both to Mr. Erskine 
and to Mr. Pigott, followed this manly example, and 
asserted his seniority with equal effect. The dates 
and priorities are as follows : — 

Patents of precedence : 

Friday, May 16th, 1783, to the Hon. Thomas 
Erskine — 

with rank next after the King’s Counsel then being. 

Wednesday, May 21st, to Arthur Pigott, — 
with rank next after the King’s Counsel, and after the 
Hon. T. Erskine. 

But these two patents were virtually corrected by 
the patents of precedence to Mr. Peckham and Mr. 
Scott, granted 

Friday, May 30th, to Harry Peckham, — 
placing him next after the King’s Counsel, then being, 
and before the Hon. T. Erskine. 

Wednesday, June 4th, to John Scott, — 
next after the King’s Counsel then being, and after 
Harry Pecldiam. 

The 4th of June, 1783, the day on which Mr. Scott’s 
patent of precedence bears date, was that on which he 
completed his 3 2d year ; and on the 20th of the same 
month, he was called to the bench of the Middle 
Temple. 

Lord Eldon’s eminent school-fellow, Lord Colhng- 
wood, afterwards evinced a similar spirit on the sub- 
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j ect of professional honours. Miss F orster was speaking 
to Lord Eldon of a naval officer, who, she said, had 
gained two steps from his superior officers being 
killed. 

■■ Lord Eldon. — The same thing happened to Lord 
CoUingwood, not at Trafalgar, but at the battle on 
the first of June. Medals were given on that occa- 
sion, but not to him. 

Miss F. — How bitterly he felt the omission ! 

Lord Eldon And how properly ! When the 

medal was sent to him for Cape St. Yincent, he re- 
turned it, with a letter saying that he felt conscious 
he had done his duty as well on the 1st of June, as at 
Cape St. Yincent, and that if he did not merit the first 
medal, neither could he merit the second. He was 
quite right: he would have both or neither. Both 
were sent to hun 

]\lr. Scott’s increasing reputation now recommended 
him to the dispensers of parliamentary honours. On 
the death of Mr. John St. Leger Douglas, member for 
W^eobly (a borough in Herefordshire, then in the patron- 
age of Lord Y^eymouth, but now extinguished in the 
Reform Act of 1832), Mr. Scott received, through his 
friend Lord Thurlow, an ofter from Lord lYeymouth 
of the vacant seat; of which negotiation Mr. John 
Surtees, Lady Eldon’s brother, has made this memo- 
randum : — 

“ Yffien Lord Thurlow, at Imrd Y'cymoiitli’s re- 
quest, oftered Lord Eldon a seat in the Commons lor 
W^eobly, Lord Eldon told Lord Thurlow that lie could 
only accept it on one condition, that his conduct in par- 
liament should be entirely independent of Lord Y cy- 
mouth’s political opinions. Lord Thnrlow’s reply was. 
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‘For tMs I stipulated; and if tliere had been any 
difference between Lord We 3 nnouth and me on this 
pomt, his Lordship must liave sought some other mes- 
senger.’ ” 

The new m'it was moved on the 6th of June 1783, 
and Mr. Scott went down to AYeobly as candidate. 
The following particulars of his election, wliich took 
place without opposition, are from the Anecdote Book, 
■with some additions from his communications to Mrs. 
Forster : — 

“ Mhen I first came into parliament I was elected 
for TYeobly m Herefordshire. About that period there 
were man}'- meetings m different parts of England, 
for promoting what was called Reform in" parliament. 
Lord Surrey, afterwards Duke of NorfoUv, was at that 
time a great reformer ; not'^vithstanding which, he 
spared neither pains nor money to carry elections at 
various places, in order to form a great parh amentary 
interest : and he often condescended to do things 
very mconsistent vdth what ought to be the conduct 
of a man of high birth. He either stood at that tune, 
or took a strong part with some person who did stand, 
as a candidate for Hereford, and condescended, when 
he was somewhat inebriated, to ride into that city on 
a cider cask. He made a long speech in favour of par- 
liamentary reform, and illustrated what he stated, by 
callino' the attention of his audience to the fact, that 
a Mr. Scott, a ]S[ewcastle-upon-T}me gentleman, a 
young barrister," totally unknown to the people of 
Weobly, was to be elected there b}'' the influence of a 
nobleman.” 

“ Wlien I got to Weobly, I inquired what was the 
usual mode of proceeding there, and I was told that I 

VOL. I. K 
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was to go first to tlie liouse tliat contained tlie prettiest 
girl in tlie place, and give lier a Idss. Tliis I tliouglit 
was a very pleasant beginning. I did so, and tlien 
went to tbe different voters. When I presented my- 
self on tbe linstings, a very old man addressed me, 
stating that I was, as be understood, a law}mr, and 
ought to be able to give them a speech, which was 
what they had not heard from the hustings for thirty 
years ; and he adverted to what Lord Surrey had said 
about me at Hereford. I accordingly got upon a heap 
of stones, and made them as good a speech upon politics 
in general, as I could, and it had either the merit or 
demerit of being a long one. My audience hked it, on 
account, among other things, of its length. I con- 
cluded by drawing their attention to Lord Surrey’s 
speech. I admitted that I was unknown to them. I 
said that I had explained my public principles, and' 
how I meant to act in parliament ; that I should do 
ail I had promised, and that though then unhnovm 
to them, I hoped I should entitle myself to more of 
their confidence and regard than I could have claimed, 
if, being the son of the first Duke in England,, I bad 
held myself out as a reformer whilst richng, as the 
Earl of Surrey rode, into the first town of the county, 
drunk, upon a cider cask, andtalldng, in that state, of 
reform. My audience hked the speech, and I ended as 
I had begun, by Idssing the prettiest girl in the place; 
very pleasant, indeed. Lord Surre}’’ had often been 
my client, even at that early period of my life. He had 
heard of, or read, m3’ speech ; and, when I met him 
afterwards in town, he good-humourcdl}' said, ^ 1 have 
‘ had enough of meddUng with you, 1 shall trouble 
‘ 3’ou no more.’ ” 
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Of tliis visit to T\^eobly tlic Anecdote Book furtlier 
relates vdiat follows : — 

“ I lodged at the Yicai'’s, J\Ir. Bridge’s. He had a 
daugliter, ayoimg child, and he said to me, AVlio laiows 
hut 5 mn may come to he chancellor? As my girl can 
prohahly marry nohody hut a clerg}nnan, promise me 
you will give her husband a living when you have the 
seals.’ I said, ‘ i\Ir. Bridge, my promise is not worth 
half a crovm, hut you may have my promise.’ ” It 
will he seen hereafter what came of this pledge. 

The election took place on the 16th of June. It 
passed without an}?- further occurrence of note, and 
]\Ir. Scott went hack to London, member for Weobly. 

(]\Ir. John Scott to Ids hr other Henry,') 

“ Dear Harry, 

“ I was elected on ]\Ionday ; and the return having been 
brought up to the House of Conunons, I have, as I am told, 
the light to frank. I venture one of my first therefore to 
you, to inform you of this matter ; but, as the Post Office 
does not know it, I seal up this for fear they scruple the 
delivery of it without 4c/. paid. I shall take my seat on 
Friday. I do not write to my mother and sisters till after 
that, lest there should be a difficulty about the jiostage. 

“ It is possible I may be out of parliament in a few weeks 
again ; but this is to be perfectly snug. The King and the 
ministry have quarrelled, the ministry are likely to be out. 
This I have from authority I am not at liberty to mention, 
and therefore you must not mention it. If they go out, par- 
liament win be dissolved. 

Yours affectionately, 

“John Scott, 

“ Lincoln’s Inn, Tuesday Night (I7tli June, 1783).” 

In the vacation of this year (1783), William Scott, 
who appears to have been then on a tour in South 
Wales, was seized at Neath with an ilhiess which put 
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Ms life in danger. Under tMs apprehension, lie wrote 
some papers to be transmitted to bis brother John, of 
which a few extracts are subjoined. 

# # # # # 

“ My great comfort is to write on to my dearest Jack, and 
about my wife. Act for me. Wife, child. Slie knows I re- 
commend you to her case. 

“ Object of my life to make sisters easy. 

Save ^ *■ * from ruin if we can. 

Give my love to Mrs. Scott and John. 

“ Protect my memory by your kindness. Life ebbs very fast 
with me ; my dying thoughts are all kindness and fraternal 
love about you.” 

“ While sensation remains, I think on my dearest brother, 
with whom I have spent my life. I die with the same senti- 
ments. As the hand of deatli approaches, it is a consolation 
to think of him. Oh, cherish my wife ! if you loved me, be a 
brother to her. You wiU have trouble about my alFahs, you 
will not grudge it. Oh, take care of her ! I leave you that 
duty. It is the last relief of my failing mind. Cherish my 
memory. Keep * * from imin if you can by any application 

of any part of my child’s fortune that is reasonable. 

Once more farewell. God bless you.” 

A favourable change, however, presently occurred, 
which removed any necessity for the transmission 
of these papers to Mr. John Scott as matter of busi- 
ness, though the letters just quoted appear to have 
been afterwards sent in testimony of the warmth and 
earnestness of the winter’s feelings. In a few days 
the invalid was able to write to his brother as folloivs : 

“ Ship anti Castle Tnii, Xcath, 

« Dear Brother John, Glamorgan. 3'ritlay, Sept. r,. 

“ I desired my wife to write you an account of the 
wretched situation I am in. It has pleased God to visit me 
with a violent bilious fever. You, who know what 
wretched constitution I posses.^ will easily guess the eflcct ot 
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sucli a disorder upon 1116.“ The violence of the fever has in 
some degree remitted ; but it has reduced me to such a state 
of wcalcness and languor, that I have reason to be prepared 
for the worst consequences. God alone knows whether I 
shall be able to leave the inn where I am lying ; but I have 
lived a full week longer than I expected, and therefore am 
willing to entertain some hope that God ma}'- be willing to 
spare me a little longer. I am reduced to a most fi’ightful 
degree, so that I believe you would hardly know me, my legs 
being so wasted that 1 am unable to walk across the room. 
Last night for the first time I got a little disturbed sleep 
without laudanum. J\ly poor wife is my nurse. I have no 
servant with me, and have to depend upon the poor attend- 
ance that is to be met with in a Welsh inn. A Scotch phy- 
sician visits me, and has kept me hitherto from the grave by 
^Madeira, which the kindness of the neighbouring gentlemen 
furnishes me. I have settled my aflairs as well as my 
miserable condition would allow me to do it. You and my 
wife are executors; I have made some provision for the 
comfort of my mother and sisters, and done as much as I 
thought just to save from ruin. It has been the 

greatest consolation of my most melancholy hours, while I 
thought death was advancing hastily upon me, to write a 
number of papers to you, which will be directed to you in 
case it pleases God to take me hence. They will show you 
how much you have been in my thoughts to the very last. 
Pray write to me when you come to town ; it will be a great 
cordial if I am alive ; call at our house and inquire after my 

* Note bv the pbesent Earl. — These homely effusions i^rove 
the unreseiwed sincerity of liis fraternal affection. The reader 
will perhaps be led to reflect how little the issues of life and 
death are in our own hands, when he remembers that although the 
sufferer had not at this time completed his thirty-eighth year, yet 
the beloved relative whom he addressed was not doomed to see him 
descend into the grave until an advanced period of the ensuing 
century and in the ninety -first year of his age, crowned with dis- 
.tinction and honours, but little inferior to those which the younger 
brother himself liad by that time achieved. 
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child, and acquaint my family with my condition. My love 
to my sister and nephew. 

“ Your most affectionate brother, 

"'W. Scott.” 

This letter is addressed, John Scott, Esq., M.T., 
Powis Place, London ; which indicates that Mr. John 
Scott’s progress at the Bar had already been sufficient 
to give liim the means of leaving Carey Street, for the 
more agreeable neighbourhood of Queen Square, and 
of fields then green and uncolonized. His early 
and unusual success, however, seems not to have ex- 
empted him from those misgivings about the perma- 
nence of professional fortune, which are apt to overcast 
an anxious mind, especially during the intervals when 
employment slackens ; for, all who have practised at 
the Bar well know, that the proverbial uncertainty of 
the law is not confined to the suitors. The approach 
of November Term, 1783, seems to have fomid hiinin 
some such desponding mood, apparently aggravated 
by a fit of ill-health ; for, among his papers of that 
period, there is a letter from his friend John Lee 
(who, mthin three weeks afterwards, became Attorney 
General) affectionately ralljfing the spirits of his 
jmfior as follows : 

‘‘Dear Scott, “Grantlimn, Nov. 1. 17S3. 

Your letter, which I received this minute, was a very 
cheering one to me. But keep up your spirits, and let 
it not Ije said that a good understanding, and an irreproacli- 
able life, and uncommon success, and every virtuous expect- 
ation, are insufficient to support tranquilUty and compopuru 
of mind. If you are cast down, who is to hold up ? 1” 

few days I hope to meet you in good health and good heart, 
and in the mean time T remain, 

“Your faithful and affectionate 

“ J. 
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The siiccGccling particular?, •wliicli further illustrate 
the state of jMr. Scott’s niiud at that time, are from 
the accurate peu of the present Earl: — 

“ Eearl}' ten years had now elapsed since the Inrtli 
of his eldest son, which had been followed by a long 
illness of the mother. In the interval that had now 
elapsed, their family had had no increase ; but at the 
close of October 1783, ]\rr. Scott had found himself 
compelled to return to London for the commencement 
of the law term, leaving j\rrs. Scott in daily expect- 
ation of her confinement, under the hospitable roof of 
his brother Henry Scott at Newcastle.” 

“ His anxiet}- was soon relieved ; for, on the first of 
November, the same day on which his friend John 
Lee had addressed to him the foregoing letter from 
Grantham, Mrs. Scott gave birth to her second child, 
who received, after her mother, the name of Elizabeth. 
This is the present Lady Elizabeth Lepton.” 

The 11th of November was the first day of that 
memorable session, in which George HI. overset the 
Coalition ministry. Adverse, however, as was the 
disposition of the sovereign, the government of Lord 
North and Mr. Fox had the eager good wishes of the 
young Prince of Wales, who had now attained his 
majority. "With ]\Ir. Fox he had been cultivating a 
personal friendship ; and some good -will subsisted 
between H. L. H. and Lord North. Lord Eldon’s 
Anecdote Book relates, that 

“ On some occasion Lord North had made himself 
a party, at the Prince’s desire, to reconcile the King 
and the Prince, relative to some matter which had 
caused some uneasy feelings between them. Lord 
North succeeded, and called upon the Prince to in- 
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form him of that, and addressed him to this elfect : 
‘ Now let me beseech your Royal Highness in future 
to conduct yourself differently. Do so on all ac- 
counts — do so for your own sake — do so for your 
excellent father’s sake — do so for the sake of that 
good-natured man Lord North, and don’t oblige him 
again to tell the Kmg, your good father, so many hes 
as he has been obliged to tell him this morning.’ ” 

The address, in answer to the opening speech from 
the Throne, was agreed to, in both Houses ; but, in 
the House of Commons, on the 20th of the same 
month, when Mr. Fox’s India bill had been read the 
first time, and a motion was made to appoint that day 
se’nnight for the second reading, the two great parties 
of Mr. Fox and ]\Ir. Pitt began avowedly to marshal 
themselves, in the array which they continued to ex- 
hibit under those respective leaders for almost a- 
quarter of a centuiy. The debate, though ncft carried 
to the issue of a division, was signalized by the maiden 
speeches both of I\Ir. Scott and Mr. Erskine. 

j\Ir. Scott expressed an apprehension that the tendency of 
the hill was dangeroxis ; hut said, that he desired to defer his 
final opinion until further light should have hccn dirown 
upon the suhjcct: after which, as he was attached to no 
pai'ticular party, he would vote as justice should seem to him 
to direct. He thought the time allowed for the examination 
of the suhjcct was inconveniently short. The speech from 
the Tin-one had called on the House to consider and de- 
liheratc; hut the evident object of the minister Avas, that, 
instead of considering, they shoidd conclude, and, without, 
delihenition, decide. (23 Pari. Hist. 12.39.) 

Jvlr. Fox himself replied to IMr. Scott: and, according to 
the Parliamentary History (p, 12-11.), ‘'expressed a high ojii- 
nion of his abilities and his goodness. Though he had not 
had the pleasure of hearing him speak licfore in that IIou^c, 
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yet he was not a stranger to liis eloquence, and did not doubt 
of hearing it employed at all times on the side of equity. 
He could not, however, forbear taking notice of one thing 
that had fallen from the Hon. Gentleman’s mouth. He had 
observed that, before one could decide it was necessary to 
deliberate; but how had he acted in the instant business? 
Not, surely, consistently with the maxim he had laid down; 
for, without any opportunity of deliberating, he had ventm’ed 
to give his decision; and, he thought, with a good deal of 
positiveness.” (23 Pari. Hist. 1239, &c.) 

This imputation, it is obvious, was merely a rheto- 
rical one: as the only “decision” which Mr. Scott 
“ had ventured to give,” was against deciduig too 
precipitately. He had simply been applying his 
favourite apophthegm “ sat cito si sat he7ie.” 

His next speech in the House of Commons, which 
was on the 8th of December 1783, against the third 
reading of the India Bill, appears, from the report of 
it in the Parliamentary history, to have been vastly 
more ambitious than successful. It contained some 
ingenious argument, but was overrun with quotations 
and far-fetched allusions, neither suited to the taste 
of his auditors, nor congenial with the dry nature of 
the subject. 

He began by deiorecating the notion, that he was a lawyer 
ready to advocate in that assembly any cause which he was 
paid to support ; and declared that such a practice would be 
repugnant to his nature. He assured the House that it was 
not his intention to trouble them except upon what he might 
deem to be occasions of very great importance, but the pre- 
sent occasion he considered to be of such a kind; and he 
therefore thought it his duty to dehver his sentunents upon it 
— the solemn sentiments of his heart and conscience. After 
this exordium, he proceeded to argue against the bill upon 
several grounds, the chief of which were, that there existed 
no necessity for so strong a measure, and that it would in- 
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crease, beyond all bounds, tbe' influence of tlie Government. 
He rvould not say that tliere were no circumstances in which 
Parliament might infringe upon a charter ; the safety of the 
country might require such a proceeding in some cases ; and 
the territorial property and imperial power of the East India 
Company established a very essential difference between 
them and any other chartered body ; but, in the present case, 
no necessity had been made out. He spoke in rcs2:)ectful 
terms of Lord North, and more highly stiU of Mr. Fox; but 
even to Mr. Fox, it was not fitting that so vast an influence 

should be intrusted. As Brutus said of Cajsar — 

• 

“ he would, he crown’d ! 

How that might change liis nature, — there’s the question.” 

It was an aggravation of the aflliction he felt, that the cause 
of it should originate with one to whom the nation had so 
long looked up ; a wound from him was doubly i)ainful. Like 
Joab, he gave the shake of friendship, but the other hand held 
a dagger, with wliich he despatched the constitution. Here 
Mr. Scott, after an apology for alluding to Sacred Writ, read, 
from the Book of Revelations, some verses which he re- 
garded as typical of the intended innovations in the affairs of 
the English East India Company; — ‘‘And I stood upon 
“the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up out of 
“the sea. Laving seven heads and ten horns, and iqion 
“ liis horns ten crowns. And they worshipj^ed the dragon, 
“wliich gave power unto the beast; and they ivorshippcd 
“the beiist, saying, MHio is like unto the l)east? Who 
“is able to make war with him? i\aid there ivas given 
“ unto him a mouth spealdng great things ; and power was 
“given unto him to continue forty and two months.’* — 

‘ Here,’ said j\Ii\ Scott, ‘ I believe there is a mistake of six 
months — the proposed duration of the bill being four ycar.-^, 
or forty-eight months.’ — “And he caused all, both small and 
“ great, rich and jioor, free and bond, to receive a mark in 
“their right hand or in their foreheads.” — ‘Here places, 
])ensions, and peemges, are clearly marked out,’ — “..And ho 
“cried mightily with a strong voice, saying, Babylon the 
“ Great” — ‘jdainly the East India Company ~ “is fallen, 
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is fallen, and is become tbe habitation of devils, the hold of 
‘‘ every foul spirit, and the cage of every unclean and hateful 
“ bird.” 

hlr. Scott observed, that these invasions by ministers upon 
the rights of the Company were worse than those general 
warrants, which were happily got the better of some years 
ago ; for those warrants alleged a eause of violence ; but the 
bill against the Company alleged not any special act of delin- 
quency. He said that illegal acts of power had been borne 
in this country, and might probably be borne again ; but that 
illegal acts, under colour of law, were what the country 
would never bear : and he referred to a passage in Thucy- 
dides (Book I. eh. 79.), where the Athenian ambassadors 
observe to the Lacedaemonian magistrates, that men are much 
more j)rovoked by injustice than by violence, inasmuch as 
injustice, coming as from an equal, has the appearance of dis- 
honesty ; while mere violence, proceeding from one stronger, 
seems but the effect of inevitable necessity. He reflected on 
those parliaments of former times, which had attempted violent 
and unconstitutional acts, and showed the mischiefs which 
had arisen from those attempts. He vindicated the conduct 
of the East India Directors, contending that their instructions 
to their servants had been excellent, and that not they, but 
their servants, had been in fault ; and recommending that the 
powers of the Directors, if not sufficient to give them the 
control which was necessary, should be enlarged. The effect 
of the new constitution was a doubtful one. The new Di- 
rectors now proposed might be, in their turn, pronounced 
inadequate to the government of so remote a country, and 
then, 

“ de te 

Fabida narratur,” 

not even " mutato nomine.” The alleged banla’uptcy of the 
Company had not been proved, and time ought to be given for 
inquiring into the fact. They cried out for some respite — 
they pleaded, like Desdemona, 

“ Kill me to-morrow — let me live to-night 
But half an hour!” 
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When that prayer was rejected^ a deed was done, wliich was 
repented too late. It had been observed that the CrovTi had, 
in reality, enjoyed the power of dhecting India affahs, 
through the medium of the proprietors. If so, why should 
not the ministers of the Crown take a share of the blame for 
the misconduct of those affairs ? It was a new thing to see 
the persons who had objected to the Act of 1773, as a pre- 
cedent for encroaching on the rights of chartered companies, 
now quoting that very Act as a reason for supporting the bill 
under consideration. It was thus that one precedent begat 
another ; and that the beginning of evil was as the letting out 
of water. The great plea for taking the power out of the 
hands of both the Proprietors and the Dhectors, was that they 
clashed Avith one another. But would it be said, that Avhcn 
co-operating powers interfered, there was no remedy but to de- 
stroy them both, and to establish a new one on then ruins ? ” 

“ To this singular display of pedantic pleasantry,” 
(says the Law Magazine, No. xli.) “the House lis- 
“ tened in mute amazement; and Sheridan retorted 
with such point and wit on the absurd jumble of 
“ Scripture and Shakspeare in the mouth of a lawyer, 

“ that he never ventured on a repetition of similar 
“ topics.” His vocation, undoubtedly, was not for 
rhetorical embeUislunent ; and he e^dnced his judg- 
ment in forthwith desisting from this flighty style, 
(into which he had jirobably been seduced by the 
successful and dazzling example of Mr. Sheridan 
himself,) and placing his reliance thenceforward oii 
those more substantial faculties in which no man v'as 
his superior. He seems, however, to have been a good 
deal mortified, for the moment, at the flat reception 
of his elaborate attempt; for, Mr. Pox liaAong ob- 
served, not uuldndly, that ministers “liad placed a 


See 24 Pari. Hist. 33 — 37. 
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“ learnocl mul eloqticnt incinbor in the front of the 
“ battle, wlio liacl eer(ninly acquitted liiinsclf ably,” 
Mr. Scott i.s found askiniTj ratlier pctfij^lily, by wliat 
nntbority i\rr. Fox assumed to regulate bini as to the 
period of tlie debate at Avliicb lie "svas to speak? 
]\lr. kb’skine in return, desired to know in wbat pas- 
sage of ]\Ir. I'ox's speech tlicre was .any attempt to 
usurp such a control? 

^Ir. Fox's bill was carried tliat niglit in the House 
of Commons, by a majority of more than two to one, 
under tlie altered title of “ A Bill for the better i\ra- 
nagement of the Territories, Bcvcnucs, and Commerce 
of this Kingdom in the ICast, Indies but it was lost 
in the House of Lords, on AVednesday the ITtli of 
December: and with it fell the Coalition Ministiy. 
At twelve o’clock of the following night, 'flmrsday, 
“ a messenger conveyed to the two sccrctfirics of 
“ state” (Lord North and Mr. Fox) “his Majesty’s 
“ orders that the}^ should, deliver up the seals of 
“ their offices, and send them bv the Under Secre- 
“ taries, Mr. Frazer and Air. Nepean, as a personal 
“ interview on the occasion would be disagreeable to 
“ his klajesty.” * 

A new administration was formed under Mr. Pitt, 
who took the offices of First Lord of the Treasmy 
and Chancellor of the Exchequer. The great seal 
was committed again to Lord Thurlow, and Mr. 
Kenyon and j\Ir. Pepper Arden became Attorney and 
Solicitor General. ]\Ir., afterwards Lord, Grenville 
was appointed to be Joint Paymaster of the Forces 
with Lord Mulgrave; and Mr. Dundas, afterwards 
Lord Melville, to be Treasurer of the Navy. 

* 24 Pari. Hist. 226 — 227. note. ■ 
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When that prayer was rejected, a deed was done, Avliich was 
repented too late. It had been observed that the Crown had, 
in reality, enjoyed the power of (hrecting India alfairs, 
thi'ough the medium of the proprietors. If so, why should 
not the ministers of the Crown take a share of the blame for 
the misconduct of those affairs ? It was a new thino; to sec 
the persons who had objected to the Act of 1773, as a i^rc- 
cedent for encroaching on the rights of chartered companies, 
now quoting that very Act as a reason for suj^porfcing the bill 
under consideration. It was thus that one j)recedent begat 
another ; and that the beginning of evil was as the lettmg out 
of water. The great plea for taking the power out of the 
hands of both the Proprietors and the Dhectors, was that they 
clashed with one another. But would it be said, that when 
co-ojDcrating j^owers interfered, there was no remedy but to de- 
stroy them both, and to establish a new one on their ruins ? ' 

“ To this singular display of pedantic pleasantry,” 
(says the Law Magazine, No. xli.) “the House hs- 
“ tened in mute amazement ; and Sheridan retorted 
“ mth such point and wit on the absurd jumble of 
“ Scripture and Shakspeare in the mouth of a laA\7er, 

“ that he never ventured on a repetition of similar 
“ topics.” His vocation, undoubtedly, was not for 
rhetorical embellishment; and he evinced his judg- 
ment ill forthwith desisting from this flighty style, 
(into which he had probably been seduced by the 
successful and dazzling example of Mr. Sheridan 
himself,) and placing his reliance thenceforward on 
those more substantial faculties in which no man was 
his superior. He seems, however, to have been a good 
deal mortified, for the moment, at the flat reception 
of his elaborate attempt; for, Mr. Fox having ob- 
served, not unkindly, that ministers “ had ])laccd a 
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“ learned and eloquent member in tlie front of the 
“ battle, -wlio bad certainl}* acquitted himself ably,” 
]\rr. Scott is found asldng, rather pettishly, by wliat 
authority j^lr. Fox assumed to regulate him as to the 
period of the debate at which he was to speak? 
Mr. Erskine in return, desired to know in what pas- 
sage of ^Ir. Fox’s speech tlicre wsis any attempt to 
usurp such a control? 

j\lr. Fox’s bill was carried tliat niokt in the House 

O 

of Commons, by a majority of more than two to one, 
under the allcred title of “ A Fill for the better ]\ra- 
nasxcment, of the Territories, Kevcnucs, and Commerce 
of this Kingdom in the blast Judies but it was lost 
in the House of Lords, on 'Wednesday the 17th of 
December: and with it fell the Coalition j\[inistiy. 
At twelve o’clock of the following night, Thursday, 
“ a messenger conveyed to the two secretaries of 
“state” (Lord Korth and j\[r. Fox) “his Majesty’s 
“ orders that they should dclivei* up the seals of 
“ their oflices, and send them by the Under Secre- 
“ taries, i\Ir. Frazer and Mr. Nepean, as a personal 
“ interview on the occasion would be disagreeable to 
“ his j\Iajesty.” * 

A new administration was formed under Mr. Pitt, 
who took the offices of First Lord of the Treasury 
and Chancellor of the Exchequer. The great seal 
was committed again to Lord Thurlow, and i\Ir. 
Kenyon and Mr. Pepper Arden became Attorney and 
Solicitor General. Mr., afterwards Lord, GrcmdIIc 
was appointed to be Joint Paymaster of tlie Forces 
with Lord Mulgrave; and Mr. Dimdas, aftenvanls 
Lord klelville, to be Treasurer of the Navy. 

* 24 Pari. Hist. 226—227. m/c. • 
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CHAPTER YHI. 

1783—1788. 

OPPOSITION TO IMB. PITT’s GOVERNjMENT. SUSPENSION OF SUP- 
PLIES AND OF MUTINY BILL. PABTY EMPUTATIONS. SECEET^UIY 

OF THE TREASUPY. — DISSOLUTION OF PARLIASIENT. — 3m. SCOTT 

RE-ELECTED FOR TVEOBLY. THE SE3T3N KINGS, ANECDOTES 

OP JURIES. — A smuggler’s DAUGHTER, — DR, JOHNSON’S DEATH- 
BED ADVICE. — WESTSHNSTER SCRUTINY. — IRISH C03DIERCLVL 

PROPOSITIONS. ROHILLA TVAR. STORIES OF THE NOKTHLKN 

CIRCUIT 3IR. SCOTT, CHANCELLOR OF DURHAM. — PERMITS 

FOR CLARET. — EAST INDIA DECLARATORY BILL. — SIR. FR^US'CIS’S 
INVECTIVE AGAINST 3IE. SCOTT AND THE LATVYERS. 

The da'wn of Mr. Pitt’s power was beset with 
storms. But be stood bigb above them in the un- 
broken sunsliine of royal favour, and in no long time, 
saw the clouds roll off beneath liis feet. 

Although the new ministers, in ' tlie House of Com- 
mons, were under the necessity of vacating their scats 
on their appointments, and although tlie near ap- 
proach of Christmas, concurring with that nece.ssity, 
gave good ground for an adjournment, the House of 
Commons, of which the majority was strongly opposed 
to the new administration, did not tliink lit to separate 
for the recess until the Christmas eve, liaving first 
carried, on the 22d of December, 1783, an address to 
the Crovm, deprecating a dissolution of Parliament,^ — 
and, on the 24t]i, a re.S’olution that tlie Lords of the 
Treasury ought not to consent to the acccj>tancc oi 
bills from India cxccjit under certain s|) 0 cified cir- 
cumstances. Ill the debate on this resolution, souk; 
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of the friend‘d of t lie new jrovcrnmcnt coiit ended, Hint 
it was nnoonj^titulionnl for tlie. iloiise to fetter the 
Lords of tlic 'freasury in the exercise of a discre- 
tion committed to them In* an act of the entire 
legislature; hnt 1^1 r. Scott, though considering the 
rosolntion not to he necessary, admitted tliat if it had 
been so, it woid«l iiot have been unconstitutional ; 
since it was the. untjuestionabh* riglit of the House 
to advise, any executive department of the administra- 
tion, whatever tiic autliority by wlfich the powers of 
that de])artm(‘nt miglif be constituted. 

Having etfccted the ivjceiicai of Hr. I'ox’a bill for 
the jrovernment of Indi.a bv seven commissioners, 
(which, if enacted, was to have been followed by an- 
other, providing for various matters, chielly of detail, 
but hardly of inferior importance), the new minister, 
on the re-assembling of Parliament in danuary 1784, 
gave notice of a measun? of his own for the regu- 
lation of Indian alfairs, whi<*h, in the same week, ho 
introduced. Tlie partisans of i\Ir. Fox and Lord 
FTortli, forming, as they did, a large majority of the 
House of Connnon.s, noAv o]>posed themselves system- 
atically to the progre.ss of public affairs under Mr. 
Pitt’s administration. 4'Iicy passed various votes, 
offensive as well as defensive, prohibiting the jiay- 
ment, toward any service ab’cad}’- voted, of any money 
not appropriated by Act of Parliament: — deferring, 
to the end of February, the second reading of the 
Mutiny Bill, — rejecting the India Bill of J\Ir. Pitt, — 
expressing, by way of I’csolution, their dislilce to the 
continuance of the ministry, and directing that this 
last resolution should be humbly laid before the King. 
A counter-address was voted by the Lords, on the 
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4tlL of February, assuring tbe Crown of tbeir support 
in the just exercise of its prerogatives : and on the 
10th, Mr. Fox, in the House of Commons, proposed 
that until it should be known what answer the Elng 
would give, or whether any at all, the suj)plies should 
be suspended. The subject of supply Avas accordingly 
postponed tdl the 18th, when, upon Mr. Pitt’s com- 
municating that the King had not thought proper to 
dismiss his ministers, Mr. Fox moved a further post- 
ponement, which was carried. Mr. Scott, on this 
occasion, spoke shortly in favour of the ministers; 
observing that they had the people on their side, 
many of whom, in their addresses to the Throne, held , 
a very different language from that of their repre- 
sentatives in that house. On the 20th, an address 
was carried, by a majority of tAventy-one, for a imited 
and efficient administration : and on the 1st of klarcli 
another was voted, by a reduced majority of twelve, 
for the removal of the ministry then existing. To each 
of these addresses the King sent a temperate, hut 
un 5 delding answer. On the 5th of IMarch, Mr. Fox 
moAmd a still further postponement of the annual 
klutiny BlQ, the Act then in existence being to expires 
on the 25th ; but he carried this postponement by a 
majority of only nine: and on the 8th, aa^Iich he 
moAmd a representation to the King on the state oi 
public affairs, the majority against ministers Avas 
found to haA'e dAAnnclled to one. 

As usually happens AAdien parties arc nearly ba- 
lanced, each side charged corruption upon tlic adver- 
sary. Mr. Scott uTites thus to his relations in tlKi 
Noirii : — 
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"No (lissolution 1o da}* — life promised by Pitt, till IMonday, 
and no longer promised ; but. whether to be enjoyed, doubtful. 
Both our Newcastle members A’oted against us last night; 
but the inajorit}", you see, crumlilcs ; and if it was not for 
North’s myrmidons which he bought with the treasury 
money, we shoidd have a complete triumph. I told the 
Chancellor to-day, that he ought to resign, or di.ssolvc us. 
But what will be done, or what will become of the country, 
God knows. 

Believe me with love, &c. &c. 

" Yours, 

" John Scott. 

Saturday, Lincoln’s Inn. 

" I have had the offer of two other scats in Parliament 
gratis — but I shall keep my old one.” 

This letter gives tis the imputation, made by the 
Tories; — the Anecdote Book records tlie counter- 
blast of the ’\^^higs : 

“ During the debates on the India Bill, at which 
period John Robinson was secretary to the Treasury, 
Sheridan, on one evening when Fox’s majorities were 
decTeasing, said, ‘ Mr. Speaker, this is not at aU to be 
wondered at, when a member is employed to corrupt 
every body in order to obtain votes.’ Upon this there 
was a great outcry made by almost every body in the 
House. ‘ Who is it ? Name him! name him I ’ ‘ Sir,’ 
said Sheridan to the Speaker, ‘I shall not name the 
person. It is an unpleasant and invidious thing to 
do so, and therefore I shall not name him. But 
don’t suppose, Sir, that I ab.stain because there is any 
difficulty in naming him ; I could do that. Sir, as soon 
as you could say Jaclz Rohinson' ” 

On the 24th of March the King prorogued the 
Parliament, which he dissolved on the following day. 

VOL. I, L 
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The measure was attended with complete success. 
The coahtion had been very distasteful to the people : 
they were glad to show their loyalty at the expense 
of an obnoxious House of Commons ; and they an- 
swered the appeal of their Sovereign by returning a 
large majority in aid of his administration. The 
Anecdote Book records a somewhat curious opinion of 
the great leader of the Opposition, respecting one of 
the causes of his party’s unpopularity : 

“Fox said, that Sayers's caricatures had done him 
more mischief than the debates in Parliament or tlie 
works of the press — The prints of Carlo Khan, Fox 
running away with the India House, Fox and Burke 
quitting Paradise when turned out of office, and many 
other of these publications, had certainly a vast effect 
upon the pubhc mind.” 

At this general election, Mr. Scott iras again re- 
turned for the borough of Weobly. For the purpose 
of presenting himself in person, he was obliged, as tlic 
election took place during the Circuit, to make a long 
journey across the country; by which, however, lie 
not only paid the due homage to his constituents for 
his oAvn election, but, as it fell out, was instrumental 
in saving another seat from a candidate of tlie oppo- 
site x^arty. This incident he relates in the following 
terms : — 

“ When I was a second time elected for "Wcobly I 
was obliged to leave Lancaster assizes, and to do what 
I could then ill afford — to leave my briefs and fees. 

I stopped at a town (the last stage before I .‘=lionld 
come to Wcobly — I think Ludlow) to change my 
clothes, and have my hair dressed before I shotild 
enter Wcobly. Tliis was veiy soon after Fox’s India 
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Bill liad raised sucli a ferment in the kingdom ; ahdj 
that hdl having proposed that seven persons shonld 
have the whole direction of the East India Company’s 
affairs, they got, in the debates, the appellation of 
Fox’s seven kings. Whilst the hairdresser was pre- 
paring my head for my entrance into W^eobly, he 
said, ‘ Sir, we understand that you were in the last 
Parliament. There is a Sir Gilbert Elliott, a candi- 
date here ; some say he was one of the seven kings, 
some say he was not ; but we are all agreed, that if 
he was one of the seven kings, we would have nothing 
to say to him ; and as we are desirous to be sure about 
it, and as you must know, Sir, will you be so good 
as to excuse my freedom in asking whether he really 
was one of the seven kings ? ’ I told the hairdresser 
that he certainly was one of the seven kings. ‘ W^hy 
then,’ said he, ‘ if I might only tell the people that 
you assured me he was, he has no chance. May I 
tell them ?’ .. ‘ Yes,’ said I ; ‘ truth is truth, and I see 
no objection to this truth being told as coming from 
me.’ He made proclamation of this upon leaving me, 
and Sir Gilbert was thereupon entirely defeated.” 

The new Parliament assembled on the 1 8th of May 
1784: and the principal legislative business of its 
first session was the enactment of bills, for the govern- 
ment of India and for the regulation of various other 
matters connected with the affairs of the East. In 
these measures Mr. Scott took no active part, — nor 
did he enter into the discussions of that session upon 
the Westminster scrutiny. 

The professional rank conferred on him in the pre- 
ceding year, had secured lihn. in the lead of his circuit ; 
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and to its recollections, both grave and gay, he always 
delighted in recurring. 

“ I got,” said he, to Mrs. Forster, “ into a dilemma 
with one cause at Lancaster. The plaintilf was a 
farmer, of some substance (amazingly fond those 
people are of going to law), and the other party was 
son of a farmer, of some substance also, who had run 
off with the daughter of the plaintiff, and it was for 
damages for loss of her services this action was 
brought. Well, the instructions the farmer gave me 
were these: — ‘ ]\Iind, Lawyer Scott, you are to say 
that the man who runs away with another man’s 
daughter is a rascal and a villain, and deserves to be 
hanged.’ — ‘ Ko, no, I cannot say that.’ — ^ And why 
not? why can’t you say that ?’ — ^Because I did it 
myself; but I will tell you what I will say — and I 
will say it from my heart — I will say, that the man 
who begins domestic life, by a breach of domestic 
duty, is doubly bound to do every thing in Ins power 
to render both the lady and lier family hajjpy in 
future life j that I will say, for I feel it.’ — Well, lie 
was obliged to give up that point: and the juiy, 
after a deliberation of nine hours, gave a verdict for 
800Z. damages.” 

The circumstances which induced tliis large verdict 
are thus minuted in tlie Anecdote Book : — 

“ The plaintiff knew that the defendant’s father 
wished the young folks to come together ; but, if ])os- 
siblc, that their union should take place, witliout his 
giving to his son, the defendant, any fortune ; and that 
if we could only satisfy the jury that such was the 
case, and get considerable damages, considerable in 
their rank of life, the defendant's liitlier would not h-t 
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him go to gaol ; and there, probably, would be a mar- 
riage satisfactory to all. I was leading counsel for the 
plaintiff. The daughter appeared as a witness : she 
was extremely beautiful, and so conducted herself as 
to interest all present in her favour. I managed to 
let the jury know what good might be done if good 
damages were given. It was difficult to do this ; 
and that excellent man, my friend Mr. Justice Wil- 
son, frequently interruj)ted me, with expressions of 
disapprobation upon the nature of my opening speech. 
After he had stated to them the evidence, and the 
law, the jury retired ; they were out for many hours, 
and at length came into court and said, they found 
for the plaintiff with 800/. damages ; considerable 
damages against a farmer’s son. MTien I was walk- 
ing from court out of the Castle at Lancaster, a man 
tapped me on the shoulder, and said, ‘ Lawyer, with 
your law I beat the judge and the other eleven 
jury-men.’ ‘ My friend,’ said I, ‘ how was that ma- 
naged ? ’ He said he was not to have been on the 
jury; he had leave from the judge, as the assizes were 
nearly at an end, the evening before, to go home ; 
but that he had come into court to bid good bye to 
some other juryman ; that he had bought a bottle of 
rum to take home with him, which he had in his 
pocket, and coming into court, they got him sworn on 
the jury in the cause. That, when they retired, eleven 
were for the judge’s law, and he was for Lawyer 
Scott’s law. That they had long debated. That he 
occasionally sipped a drop of his rum ; and when he 
found they would not agree with him, he told them 
he would live upon the rum as long as he could, and 
that they should not have one drop of it, and he 
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would see who would last out longest. ‘ After several 
hours,’ he said, ‘ they agreed with me and you, law- 
yer, against the judge, — and I hope the young folks 
will get married.’ They were almost immediately 
married, and the young man, the defendant’s father, 
paid as much of the 800?. as he could.” 

There are other and more , ludicrous instances, 
which Lord Eldon was wont to relate of obstinacy, 
stupidity, and even corruption, in jurymen. “ I 
remember,” says he, in the Anecdote Book, “ Mr. Jus- 
tice Gould trying a cause at York; and when he had 
proceeded for about two hours, he observed, ‘ Here 
are only eleven jurymen in the box : where is the 
twelfth ?’ — ^ Please you, my Lord,’ said one of the 
eleven, ‘ he is gone away about some business, but he 
has left his verdict with me.’ ” 

“ At the assizes at Carlisle, the plaintiff having 
brought an action for slander against the defendant 
my client, his counsel proved that my client had 
called the plaintiff a thief, and stated that as the 
plaintiff did not want great damages, but only to 
vindicate Ins character, he would be content with 
10?. damages, which -was certainly as much as he 
was entitled to. Upon my cross-examining tlie 
plaintiff’s witness, it came out that the plaintifi’ him- 
self had said the defendant was a highwayman and 
a robber. I submitted, tlicrefore, to the jury, that if 
legal justice required that my client should pay 10?. 
for calling the plaintiff a thief, moral justice required 
that the plaintiff should pay one sum of 10?. ko* 
calling my client a highwayman, and jinother 10?. for 
calliim him a robber, and that thei’cfore they slionld 
not find a verdict witli 10?. damages for the pltufOdh 
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but a verdict with 10^. damages for the defendant. 
However morally just this obviously was, the judge, 
Mr. Justice Heath, was excessively angry ■with me, 
and told the jury that it was (as it certainly was) 
clearly against law'. The jury, however, gave a ver- 
dict for the defendant with 10^. damages ; the judge, 
again and again, remonstrating with them; but no 
other verdict would they find. As the verdict was 
good for nothing, I ad-vised with my client to close 
■^vith a proposal that the plaintiff should drop his 
action, each party paying his o-wn costs, and so close 
the matter.” 

“ The greatest objection to the trial by jury ap- 
pears to be founded upon the fact, that men of low 
condition serve as jurymen. Ho man can have gone 
a circuit without seeing twelve men upon a jury, 
who, if they did not implicitly follow the directions 
of the judge, would be quite incompetent to form an 
opinion, upon any case at all complicated in the facts 
which constitute it. The lower orders of jurymen 
too are easily corrupted. I remember at an alehouse, 
where some of us dined upon a Sunday after seeing 
Corby, in Cumberland, a person whom Serjeant Bol- 
ton treated with a good deal of milk punch, told the 
Serjeant that he was upon the jury at Carlisle, and 
would give him verdicts wherever he could. Another 
juryman told me that he gave the same serjeant all the 
verdicts he could, ^because he loved to encourage a 
countryman ; he and the serjeant were Lancastrian 
born. 

“ Coming down the . steps from the Exchequer 
into Westminster, I followed two common jurymen, 
when I was a law officer of the Crown, and I over- 

L 4 
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heard one say to the other, ‘ I think vtq have given 
the Crown verdicts enough; we may as well give 
them no more.’ I touched them upon the shoulders, 
and told them they should have no more trouble, for 
I should challenge them in all causes that remained.” 

“ Once,” said he, “ I had a very handsome offer made 
to me. I was pleading for the rights of the inliabitants 
of the Isle of Man. Now I had been reading in Coke, 
and I found there that the people of the Isle of Man 
were no beggars*; so in my speech I said, ‘ The people 
of the Isle of Mah are no beggars ; I therefore do 
not beg their rights, I demand them.’ This so pleased 
an old smuggler who was present, that when the trial 
was over, he called me aside and said, ‘Young 
gentleman, I will tell you what ; you shall have my 
daughter if you viU marry her, and one hundred 
thousand pounds for her fortune.’ That was a very 
handsome offer ; but I told him tliat I happened to 
have a wife, who had nothing for her fortune; 
therefore I must stick to her.” 

In the December of this year, 1784, Dr. Johnson 
died. “ He was a good man,” said Lord Eldon to 
Mrs. Forster: “he sent me a message on his death- 
“ bed, to recpiest, that I would make a point of at- 
“ tending pubhc worship every Sunday, and that the 
“ place should be the Church of England.” 

In the succeeding Session, that of 1785, when the 
YYstminstcr scrutiny was discussed again, and with 
all tlic heat of party, Mr. Scott stood foinvai’d to 
maintain the law, even against the administration 

• Lorfl Cote’s words arc, “Xlie iiihahitnnts of tin's r*'- 

“ ligiou?, industrlou.c, and true pcojde, without iK-gging or ftenl- 
“ ing.”— -IthYnst- cl'- 09 . concluding paragraph. 
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witli wliom he was accustomed to act. At the gene- 
ral election, Lord Hood, Mr. Fox, and Sir Cecil Wray- 
had been the candidates. At the termination of a 
poll, which had lasted from the 1st of April to the 
16th of May, 1784, Sir 0. Wray stood lowest. At 
his requisition, the High Bailiff, being the Keturning- 
OfS.cer, granted a scrutiny, and made a special return 
of the facts to the. Sheriff. A resolution was moved 
in the House of Commons on the 24th of the same 
month of May, that the High Bailiff ought to have 
made his return of two Members for Westminster ; 
but as this would have implied a censure on the High 
Bailiff unheard. Sir Lloyd Kenyon, the Master of the 
Bolls, recommended, and Mr. Pitt supported, a different 
course, in order that the High Baihff might have an 
opportunity to attend at the Bar, and defend his con- 
duct. Mr. Scott concurred in this view. The High 
Bailiff afterwards attended accordingly; and it was 
resolved that he should proceed in the scrutiny -with 
all .possible despatch. When the House reassembled 
for the Session of 1785, the scrutiny was still un- 
hnished; and it appeared, from the examination of 
the High Bailiff, that two years more would probably 
be insufficient to complete it; eight months having 
already been consumed upon two of the seven parishes 
of Westminster, and this without the completion of the 
inquiry even as far as those two were concerned. 
It was now therefore moved by .the Opposition, that 
the return should be made without delay; upon 
which it was proposed from the other’ side, by way of 
amendment, to acquaint the High Bailiff that the 
resolution of the preceding Session did not preclude 
him from making his return when he should think 
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liimself justified in doing so, and that tlie House was 
not satisfied tliat all possible expedition had been used 
by the parties. This amendment, though supported 
by ministers, was carried by a majority of only 29 : — 
in less than a fortnight another motion was madci for 
an immediate return, which was rejected by a ma- 
jority of only 9, and in a few days afterwards re- 
newed and carried: — and, on the 9th of March, (the 
High Bailiff having meanwhile made his return,) the 
House proceeded to discuss a motion of Mr. Fox, for 
expunging from the journals the former proceedings 
respecting the scrutiny. The ministers prevailed to 
negative this last motion ; but they had not the sup- 
port of Mr. Scott, who, though he had voted in the 
preceding Session against a course involving censure 
on the High Bailiff unheard, had participated in none 
of the subsequent resolutions for the continuance of 
the scrutiny ; and now, by a speech in favour of the 
motion for erasing them from the journal, gave a 
proof, that •with him the 'wishes of his iiarty, and of 
the minister who headed it, were of less weight than 
the considerations of principle and of constitutiomd 
law. He established, b}’’ a conclusive argument upon 
the statutes for regulating elections, from the reign of 
Henry IV. to that of George TIL, the legal doctrine. 

“ that the election must be finallij closed before the 
“ return of the writ, and that the writ must he 
“ returned on or before the day specified in it.” Ihit 
lie added, 

Thai noiivithstaiaUng his own iicrsuasion .as to the oh'aV' 
ness of the law on this head, the recent proceedings tlenvnj- 
stratctl the necessity of some additional enactment, whicit 
should put it out of the power of future Gindidates to har.i'' 
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cacli other, or of future luinistcrf? to heep counties or towns 
unrepresented under the colour of scrutinies. This, however, 
might he SI work of time: the expunging of the resolutions 
ouuiht to be the work of thsit nisrht, smd should hsivc his 
hesirty support. 

1 

]\[r. Fox was not uimTatcful for llihs assistance. 
After noticing the arguments of otlier la-wycrs in 
that debate, he said, — 

One lcj\rncd gentleman in particular (jMr. Scott) liad 
entered into the whole of the ease with a soundness of argu- 
ment, and a depth and a closeness of reasoning, that pcrlaips 
had Ec.arccly been equalled in the disc\ission of any topic 
within those walls that turned at all on the statute and 
common law, on the analogy of writs, and the .cort of legal 
references that had been made in the course of the debate. 
So well and so ably indeed had that, learned gentleman argued 
it, that nothing like an answer liad been offered to any one of 
his appeals to his brethren of the long robe, or any one of his 
doctrines. In truth, he was convinced it was out of the 
power of ingenuity itself to overthrow the positions laid down 
by that learned gentleman. (25 Pari. Hist. p. 129.) 

As soon as the division was over, j\Ir. Fox pressed 
for some legislative measure to prevent the like mis- 
chief thereafter: and ]\Ir. Pitt, probably not un- 
influenced by Mr. Scott’s declaration of its necessity,, 
assured the House that a bill should be speedily in- 
troduced for that purpose, — not however as a decla- 
ratory, but as an enacting law. The result wms, the 
statute 25 (j. 3. c. 84., “ to limit the duration of polls 
“ and scrutinies,” and to make other regulations 
touching elections. 

• In conversation avith Lord Eldon toward the close 
of his life, Mr. Farrer said to him, “ I have often 
“ ■wished to ask you, how you and Fox got on in the 
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“ House of Commons. Was lie '^nolent'against 3^011 ?” 
— “Ho: on the contraiy, Fox never said an imcivil 
“ word to me during the whole time that I sat hi the 
“ House of Commons ; and I’ll teU you to what I 
“ attribute that. When the legaHt}’’ of the conduct 
“ of the High Bailiff of Westminster was before the 
“ House, all the lawyers on the Mhiisterial side de- 
“ fended his right to grant the scrutiny. I thought 
“ their law bad, and I told them so. I asked Kenyon 
“ how he could answer this^ that every writ of coni- 
“ mission must be returned on the day on which it is 
“ made returnable ? He could not answer it. I made 
“ a pretty long speech : I know that my law was 
“ right, and I believe that I made some impression 
“ upon some members of the House. Fox afterwards 
“ came to me, and said something veiy civil and 
“ obliging.” 

The legislation of the years 1780 and 1782 had 
established the commercial and political independence 
of Ireland ; but it stiU remained to settle a code of 
regulations for the commerce between Ireland and 
Great Britain. For this purpose, a series of resohi- 
tions was moved b}^ Mr. Pitt, in ]\Iay 1785, against 
which a violent opposition was raised in both coun- 
tries; and then it appears to have been, that the 
unhappy phrase “ insult to Ireland,” first suggested 
itself. The conditions required from the smaller 
country, for the advantages communicated by the 
larger, were angril}’’ represented as affronts and de- 
gradations. It had been stijmlatccl on the part nl 
Great Britain, that so long ns the proposed rcciprqrit)" 
should continue, the navigatioTi laws of tlic two 
kiimdoms should be the same, Ireland adopting th*:- 
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code alrcadj* ciiaclcd by Great Britain, and keeping 
pace ■with licr in any future regulations. This jiro-* 
posal -was impugned as an inroad on tlie independence 
of Ireland, and i\rr. Box lent the weight of his great 
reputation to the delusion. On the 2Itli of j^ra}'’, 

!iMr. Scott defended the proposed nri'angcnient, and sliowcd 
that Ireland was no more degraded by a covenant to main- 
tain her regulations on a level with those of Grciit Britain, 
than Great Britain by a covenant to equalize the intercourse 
between her and Ireland. 

"With the British Parliament, these even-handed 
and conciliatory arguments obtained a complete ac- 
ceptance, and a bill was introduced for ctlcctuating 
the resolutions. But the representatives of the sister- 
kingdom were less easy to be reasoned -with ; and a 
similar bill, presented to their Parliament, was carried 
in the Irish House of Commons by a majority of only 
19. A ATLctory so close, on a measure so impor- 
tant, was regarded in those days as a defeat : and the 
Government, after reading the bill a first time, de- 
clined to proceed with it. 

In 1786, the early part of the Session produced 
no business wherein Mr. Scott took any particular 
interest. He went the Circuit as usual. 

The affairs of India, and especially the administra- 
tion of Mr. Hastings, were now become matters of 
considerable interest in the House of Commons. The 
proceedings of our Indian Governments had been 
made the subject of inquiry in the Session of 1782; 
but without practical effect. In 1785 the matter had 
been" revived : and in 1786, accusations against Mr. 
Hastings were pressed upon the House by Mr. Burke, 
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‘‘ House of Commons. Was lie violent" against you ?” 
— “Ho: on the contrary, Fox never said an uncivil 
“ word to me during the whole time that I sat in the 
“ House of Commons ; and I’ll teU you to what I 
“ attribute that. Wlien the legality of the conduct 
“ of the High BailiflP of Westminster was before the 
“ House, all the lawyers on the Ministerial side de- 
“ fended his right to grant the scrutiny. I thouglit 
“ their law bad, and I told them so. I asked Kenyon 
“ how he could answer f/izs, that every writ of coni- 
“ mission must be returned on the day on whicli it is 
“ made returnable ? He could not answer it. I made 
“ a prettjJ' long speech : I know that my law was 
“ right, and I believe that I made some impression 
“ upon some members of the House. Fox aftenvards 
“ came to me, and said something very civil and 
“ obliging.” 

The legislation of the years 1780 and 1782 had 
established the commercial and political independence 
of Ireland ; but it still remained to settle a code ol 
regulations for the commerce between Ireland and 
Great Britain. For this purpose, a scries of resohn 
tions was moved by Mr. Pitt, in May 1 785, against 
ivhich a violent opposition ■was raised in both conn- 
tries; and then it appears to luive been, that the 
unliappy phrase “ insult to Ireland,” tirst suggested 
itself. The conditions required from the smaller 
country, for the advantages communicated by the 
larger, were angrily ]*cprcscnted as affronts and de- 
gradations. It had been stipulated on the part o! 
Great Britain, that so long ns the proposed reciprocity 
should continue, the navigation laws of the tu''’ 
kingdoms should be the same, Ireland adopting the 
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code already enacted by Great Britain, and keeping 
pace witli ber in any future regulations. This pro- 
posal was impugned as an inroad on the independence 
of Ireland, and Mr. Tox lent the weight of his great 
reputation to the delusion. On the 24th of May, 

Mr. Scott defended the proposed an-angement, and sllOv^'ed 
that Ireland was no more degraded by a covenant to main- 
tain her regulations on a level with those of Great Britain, 
than Great Britain by a covenant to equalize the intercourse 
between her and Ireland. 

With the British Parliament, these even-handed 
and conciliatory arguments obtained a complete ac- 
ceptance, and a bill was introduced for effectuating 
the resolutions. But the representatives of the sister- 
kingdom were less easy to be reasoned with ; and a 
similar bid, presented to their Parliament, was carried 
in the Irish House of Commons by a majority of only 
19. A victory so close, on a measure so impor- 
tant, was regarded in those days as a defeat : and the 
Government, after reading the bill a first time, de- 
clined to proceed with it. 

In 1786, the early part of the Session produced 
no business wherein Mr. Scott took any particular 
interest. He went the Circuit as usual. 

The affairs of India, and especially the administra- 
tion of Mr. Hastings, were now become matters of 
considerable interest in the House of Commons. The 
proceedings of our Indian Governments had been 
made the subject of inquiry in the Session of 1782 ; 
hut without practical effect. In 1785 the matter had 
been revived: and in 1786, accusations against Mr. 
Hastings were pressed upon the House by Mr. Burke, 
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Mr. FoXj and otlier leading members of opposition, 
'•until a yieiv to impeachment. In the debate of the 
2d of June, 1786, on the conduct of the Rohilla war, 
an attempt was made to pass a general resolution 
against Mr. Hastings, Avithout specification of the 
particular grounds of it. This Mr. Scott resisted, in 
a speech, which, though short, is deservmg of notice, 
both for the principle enforced by it, and because the 
answer given to it by Mr. Fox attests the high esti- 
mation which j\Ir. Scott had already attained. 


After objecting to the expedient of eonsolidating allega- 
tions, individually insufficient, into a general charge, for the 
purpose of carrying, in the aggregate, a censure of which per- 
haps no one item -would have been supported by a majority of 
the House if it had been put to the vote singly, IMr. Scott 
took occasion to animadvert upon an intimation thrown out 
the day before by Mr. Fox, that he Avould alw.ays 7catch the 
members of the legal profession in their arguments. 

j\Ir. Fox rc 2 '>lied by assuring the House and j\Ir. Scott, that 
he had meant nothing more, than that lawyers were apt to 
infuse the peculiar style of reasoning to wliich they were habi- 
tuated at the bar, into their arguments in the House of Com- 

" O 

mons. “None but a fool or a madman,” he said, “Avmild 
hold the learned in-ofession in contempt. He had a very high 
respect for it, and for the learned gentleman in particular, 
whose great abilities and high chai-actcr entitled him to the 
respect of every man.” 


The Indian questions, particularly the charges 
against !Mr. Hastings, continued to cnqfioy much of 
the attention of the House, during the remainder ot 
fills and the folknving session : but IMr. Scott took 
little part in any of them. 

It AS'us ]>robably in the summer of 178G or 178^, 
that iMr. Scott was opposed, in an inqiortant fishery 
cause on the circuit, to 3fr. Tlearcroft, a leader oi 
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considerable practice in London, specially retained for 
tliat trial. The Anecdote Book records tlie circum- 
stances of it as follows : — 

‘‘ Bearcroft came down to tlie assizes at Carlisle, 
witb a special retainer of 300 guineas, in a Salmon 
Bisliery cause. I led the cause on the other side,* and, 
at our consultation on the preceding evening, we 
agreed never to ask a witness a question except in 
the language and dialect of Cumberland, wliich Bear-- 
croft could not understand. Accordingly, when I 
beo:au to cross-examine his first witness, who had said 
a great deal about the salmon, good and bad, which 
the fishery had produced in different seasons, I asked 
whether they were obliged to make ‘ ould souldiers ’ 
of any of them. These words ‘ ould souldiers,’ to be 
made out of salmon, puzzled Bearcroft, and he applied 
to me to give him an explanation of them. I told 
him that a counsel from London-town, who had, as 
he had told us over night, amused and instructed him- 
self by reading Horne Tooke’s ’'Erreci Trreposvra, could 
not surely be at a loss for the meaning of language j 
and that, at any rate, it was not my business to assist, 
in the leading of a cause, my adversary, whose abili- 
ties and knowledge, &c. &c. He then apj^lied to the 
judge for an explanation, who told him he could give 
hun none, because he could not conceive what the 
words meant. After a squabble between the judge 
and myself, I explained; — but throughout the whole 
cause thei’e was hardly a question asked by us which 
did not produce a similar scene. The jury were 
astonished, that neither Judge nor Bearcroft had 
wisdom enough to understand what they all so well 
understood : and they inferred, from Bearcroft’s ex- 
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treme ignorance of what they all so well knew, that 
he had a rotten cause. Ti'e got a verdict, and Bear- 
croft swore that no fee should ever tempt him to 
come among such a set of barbarians as the Cumber- 
land men again. “ N. B. An ‘ ould souldier’ is made 
by hanging up in a chimney a salmon caught out of 
due season, when the fish is white, instead of red; 
and it acquires in the chimney a colour like a soldier’s 
old red coat half worn out. ” 

From this story of a soldier not militant, we pass 
to one which the Anecdote Book records of a pugna- 
cious barber ; 

“ At Appleby assizes, I cross-examined a barber 
rather too severely. He got into a great passion. 
I desired him to moderate his anger, and said that 
I should employ him to shave me as I passed tlirough 
Kendal to the Lancaster assizes. ' He said with 
great indignation, ‘ I -svould not advise you, lawyer, 
to think of that, or risk it.' ” 

The two circuit stories which follow arc also from 
the Anecdote Book ; 

“ My old fellow'-student Bobert Sinclair, afterwards 
Becorder of York, a very honest Irishina7i, W'os shown 
a Tumulus by an antiquarian in Yorkshire, wlio ])ro* 
posed a bet, that nobody could show’ a greater anti- 
quity, — any thing older, — in the King’s dominions- 
Sinclair took the bet, and w*on it ])y pointing to the 
ground on whicli the Tumulus was raised ; which 
must have been there before tlie Tumulus could ht; 
placed upon it.'’ 

“ Sir 'J'hoinus Davenport was a very dull speaker. 
\YluLt making a veuy long dull speech to .a jury, in 
Korthumberland, a boy, asleep on :i window* consider- 



CHANCELLOR ELDON. 


177 


ably liigli from the floor, fell, and was reported, tliongli 
untruly, to be dead. I was at that time Attorney- 
General of the Northern circuit * : and, at the Circuit 
Court at A]Dj)leby, I indicted him for wilful murder, 
perpetrated by a long dull instrument, viz. a speech. 
He was convicted and severely fined.” 

“ When I was on the circuit,” said Lord Eldon to 
his grandson, “and paid a visit to the late Lord 
“ Ravensworth, his game-keeper, in spealdng of him, 
“ said to me, ‘ I have lived with Lord Ravensworth 
“ ‘ sixty years, and have never had occasion to be 
“ ‘ angry with him but once the whole time.’ ” 

In 1787, the death of Mr. Justice Willes occasioned 
a vacancy in the Chancellorship of the Bishopric and 
County Palatine of Durham: and Lord Thurlow’s 
brother, who had just been translated to that see, 
bestowed the ofSice on Mr. Scott. The patent is dated 
1st March, 1787, but the confirmation by the Dean 
and Chapter appears to have been by some accident 
delayed, its date being in 1788, November 20. 

About the time of Bishop Thurlow’s translation to 
Durham, there flourished in society a gentleman 
whom his famihars used to call Will Hay. “ Will 
Hay,” says the Anecdote Book, “ was a commissioner 
of the Customs, and a very jolly companion of Lord 
Thurlow. He was also very intimate with Thurlow, 
Bishop of Lincoln, afterwards removed to Durham, 
who was Dean of St. Paul’s also, and lived in the 
Deanery. Upon being made Bishop of Durham he 
took another house, and, there being at that period 
some difliculty in removing wine without proper per- 

* The Circuit- Attorney-Generalship is a jocular office. 

VOL. I. M 
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imts, SO as to secure it against seizui’e, tlie Bishop 
thought he could not do better than to consult Hay, 
how to act in removing his claret, which he told Hay 
was very excellent. ' Pray, my Lord Bishop,’ says Hay, 
‘what quantity of this claret have you ?’ The Bishop 
said he had about six dozen of it. ^ If there is no 
more, observed Hay, Ht is very easy to secure it 
against seizure : you have nothing more to do, than to 
ask me to dine with you six times before you quit tlie 
Deanery House.’ ” 


.{JSIr, John Scott to his Brother Henry, 

July 14. 1787, Lincoln's Inn. 

f 


“ My wife being advised strongly to Tunbridge, I travel 
into the North, solus. After Lancaster, I shall return agiiin 
to Durham to hold my Chancery sittings. During tlie 
assizes, I shah, leave it to you and Surtees to dispose of 
me in point of habitation as you shall agree ; but, if I iu:i}' be 
permitted to ask it, I confess I should think it most coin’c- 
nient for all pai-ties, if you and he could hud me a con- 
veniently-situated lodging for the business and consultations, 
allowing me in feeding hours to diyide myself between you: 
for I am conscious I must be a sad bore in a family, tlie great- 
est part of the day, with so many attornies, &c. .nhout me* 
You will however let me Imow beforehand what yon detor- 
jQine, — I shall not be at Durham .assizes, ns my ClianccHor- 
sliij) makes it not quite proper for me to attend there. ’ 


It is related that when Mr. Scott was Chaiicelloi* ot 
the County Palatine, an application was made to hini 
to direct an allowance at college to a minor, a 
of the court, who would be entitled, when of 
to an income of about SOOI. a year. ICnou in- 
dangerous it is to a young man to pos<e^< 
mucb as will exempt him from tire wholesome nu< 
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sity of labour, Mr. Scott, on granting the allowance, 
added this advice : 

“You will shortly become entitled to a small pi’O- 
“ perty, wliicli may prove to you either a blessing or 
“ a curse, according as you use it. It was, perhaps, 
“ fortunate for me that I was not situated in my 
“ early life as you are now. I had ]3ot, like you, a 
“ small fortune to look to ; I had nothing to depend 
“ on but my own exertions ; and so far from consider- 
“ ing this a misfortune, I now esteem it a blessing ; 
•“ for if I had possessed the same means which you 
“ wiU enjoy, 1 should in all probabilitj’" not be where 
“ I now am. I would, therefore, caution you not to 
“ let this little property turn your mind from more 
“ important objects, but rather let it stimulate you to 
“ cultivate your abilities, and to advance yourself in 
“ society.” 

The trial of the impeachment against I\Ir. Hastings 
at the Bar of the House of Lords began in February, 
1788, and lasted till April, 1795, when it terminated 
in his complete acquittal. The preparation for it had 
occupied much of the time of the House of Commons 
in the sessions of 1787, and of 1787-8; in the latter 
of which a considerable interest was excited also by 
some other Indian questions. By this time, the great 
increase of Mr. Scott’s professionaL reputation had 
begum to add weight to the opinions expressed by 
him in Pailiament ; and this was remarkably indicated 
in the debate upon the East India Declaratory Bill, 
Introduced on the 25th of February, 1788, by Mr. Pitt, 
under the following circumstances. In the preceding 
October, when some apprehensions were entertained 
Of a rupture with France, a resolution had been taken 

M 2 
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by tlic Britisli jrovernmeiit of sendinc: to the East 
Indies four regiments of tlie king’s troops, as a per- 
manent force for the protection of tliose possessions : 
and this proposal had been received by the directors 
as a vise and satisfactory precaution. But as soon 
as the immediate danger had passed by, they began 
to be alarmed at the expense, and now sought to 
shift it from the Company to the public. AYith this 
view, they alleged that the sixth section of the India 
Bill, 24 Geo. 3. s. 2. c. 25., — empowering the Board 
of Commissioners for the affairs of India “ from time 
“ to time to superintend, direct, and control, all acts, 
“ operations, and concerns, which in any vise relate 
“ to the civil or military government or revenues of 
“ the British territorial po.ssessions in the l^ast In- 

“ dies,” in the manner bv that act directed v'as not 

meant to give them the pov'cr of imposing upon tlie 
Indian revenues the expense of any troops whicli 
Government might think fit to send out for the 
protection of those possessions, unless viiere sueli 
aids were applied for by the Court of Directors. 
Bespecting this construction of the act, viiich was 
(iuetly grounded on a reference to the seventeenth 
.‘section of !i former statute, the 21st Goo. 3. c. r»5,, 
tlu‘ opinions of several (uniiumt luvwers v'orc taken, 
and among other.-', of Mr. Scott and Mr. hirskine: 
jtnd in order to settle some doubts to which tlic 
diliereitta-s of counsel miglit be thought to give 
counteminec, Mr. IMtt. on ^Ir. Scott’s .advicf'’’'. now 
upon P.nrliamcnt to puss un act declaratory 
of the law. khi the .'Id f)f March, Mr. P.r-kinc and 
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Mr. Rous were heard at the Bar of the Commons as 
counsel for the East India Company against the hill ; 
and a considerable part of Mr. Erskine’s address con- 
sisted of an ansAver to the printed opinion of Mr. Scott. 
The subject being resumed on the 5th, Mr. Scott, — 
after pleading, as his apology for coming forward on 
a subject of so much magnitude, the special reference 
of counsel to his printed opmion, and after claiming 
credit for a conscientious adherence to his OAvn sense 
of duty m the course he was pursuing, — proceeded to 
argue the question on its pohtical, but stid more fully 
on its legal, and on its constitutional grounds. Of 
the legal and pohtical portions of his speech the in- 
terest has passed away with the occasion : but the 
constitutional passages of his argument, those which 
relate to the general principles of declaratory* legis- ^ 
lation, have a permanent value. Upon this branch 
of the subject, the main objections of his opponents 
were, “that, in the declaratory form of enactment, 
Parliament was exercising a judicial function ; ” (a 
sort of duty which it must be acknowledged that the 
House of Commons very seldom discharges Avith much 
credit or advantage:) “ that if the bill had been ex- 
pedient at aU, it should have been a bdl, not to declare, 
but to explain and amend : and that either an obvious 
ambiguity in language on the face of the act, or an 
actual clashing in the decisions of the Courts upon 
its construction, was requisite to lay a sufficient 
ground for the introduction of a declaratory law.” 

‘‘ Mr. Scott, in answering the objectors, admitted that Par- 
liament, when it proceeded to pass a declaratory laAv, Avas act- 
ing in a judicial capacity : and he agreed that this capacity 
was one in Avhich Parliament ouglit not to act, except where, 
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aslierc, tlie necessity of the case 'vvas unqucstionahle, and the 
mischief large enough to jnstify extraordinary interposition, 
ric admitted, too, that a mere difference of opinion among 
lawyers, upon tlic construction of an existing act of Parlia- 
ment, was not an adequate reason for the enactment of a 
declaratory law : but he could not agree that an obvious am- 
biguity in language, or a conflict of judicial decisions, tljougli 
jrroper gi'ounds for a declaratory enactment, were its only 
proper grounds. If it were necessary that Parliament should 
defer its iirterposition till two clashing decisions had actually 
taken place, these absurdities would follow ; that a long, nay 
indefiirite, delay might occur betweerr the first decision and the 
second: and that even after both decisions should have been 
pronounced, one of the parties affected must sustain not 
only the umucrited loss of his cause aird his costs, but the 
additional mortification of afterwards finding, that the law 
had in reality been with him at the very time when ho rvas 
turned round by the Court’s misconstruction of it.’* 


Some juclgTiieDt of the weight whicli IMr. Scott’s 
argument carried, and of the corroboration wln’ch 
go\'enmient derived, upon the legal ])art of the .sub- 
ject, from the sanction of so eminent a lawyer he 
had now become, may be formed from the pains which 
were taken to combat his printed oj)inion by flic 
counsel for the Company, mid from the pointed man- 
ner in which his particular arguments were jts-aih‘d 
by ilfr. Slicridmi, Colonel Pariv, and otiicr member- 
of oppodtion. In n further dehate upon the same 
subject on tlic lltli of i\rarcli. the speech of Mr. Seott 
was again made the subject of a long and fonrtul 
attack. In* Mr. (afierwurds Sir Philip) l-'ratici-, 

II wu« no!, li*’' said, a legal, but a It'gi-lati'K' raid 

it wa-i ab'Urd for Jkirliamont to n-k ofluv.yir- ubit it tr- ait 
bv St- owsi net and (h-.-d. In tlii- Ihut'e, Ji- b- -ho. ‘'ft - 
tinued Mi‘. I'lv.nci*-, “vc have n-'i 1* 
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" and practice can afford. We liave a learned person (Mr; 

John Scott) among us, who is universally acknowledged to' 
‘‘ he the great luminary of the law, whose opinions are oracles, 
“ to whose skill and authority, all his own profession look up 
with reverence and amazement. Well, sir, what informa- 
‘^tion have we gained from that most eminent person? 1 
win not attempt to follow or repeat so long, and, as I have 
“ been told, so ingenious an argument. Ingenuity, it seems, is 
“ the quality, which is chiefly wanted and relied on, on the 
“ present occasion. But I well remember the course of it. 
“ The first half hour of Ins speech, at least, was dedicated to 
himself. He told us who he was ; he explained to us, very 
“ distinctly, the whole of his moral character, which I tliink 
was not immediately in question ; and assured the House 
that his integrity was the thing on which he valued himself 
most, and which we might with perfect secmaty rely on. 
“ Of his learning, I confess he spoke with more than mode- 
“ ration, — with excessive humility. He almost stultified him- 
self, for the purpose of proving his integrity. For the sake 
“ of his morality, he abandoned his learning ; and seemed to 
‘‘ dread the conclusions, that might be drawn from an over- 
" rated opinion of his excessive skill and cunning in his pro- 
fession. In my mind, sir, there was no occasion for this 
‘‘ extraordinaiy parade. The learned gentleman’s reputation 
“ in private life, I believe, is unimpeached. What we wanted, 
"what we expected of him, was his learning, not his cha- 
“ racter. At last, however, lie proceeded to the subject of 
" debate. Here we were all in profound silence : attention held 
" us mute. Did he answer yom* expectation ? Did you per- 
" fectly understand him? Did he perfectly understand liimself ? 
“ I doubt it much. If he had understood, he could have 
" explained himself to the meanest capacity. If you had 
" distinctly understood him, you might distinctly remem- 
“ ber what he said. How, setting aside the adept, (I 
“ mean his own profession ;) setting aside those who have 
“ been initiated in the mysteries, is there a man here, who 
" can remember and is able to state, the learned gentleman’s 
“ alignment? — I believe not. For my own part, though it is 
" impossible for me to hsten with more attention than I did, 
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"" I confess I soon lost sight of him. At first, indeed, he 
trifled Avifh the subject, in a manner that was intelligible at 
“ least, perhaps dexterous, thougli not conclusive. He argued 
‘‘ some little collateral points Avith a good deal of artifice : he 
“ made many subtle argumentath'C distinctions he tried, at 
‘f least, to invoh'c us in nice, logicjil difficulties, and to drive 
“ us ad ahsurdiim by Avhat lie called unavoidable inference, 
‘‘from false premises. — In short, lie attacked or defended 
“ some of the out-posts of the question, with ivhat T siqipnsc 
“ is held to be great ability in Westminster Hall. He skir- 
“ mished well at a proper distance from the main body of the 
“ subject. All this I acknowledge. But when he came at 
“last to the grand point, at which we had Avaited for him so 
“ long, at Avhicli aa'c had impatiently c.xpcctcd the predominant 
“light of his superior leaiiiing, the decision of the oracle, 
“ did lie resoh’c vour doubts ? JDid he untie, or did lie cut 
“ the Gordian knot? Did he proA'c to you in that frank, 
“ plain, pojmlar Ai'ay, in which he ought to liaA’C addressed 
“ this popular assembly, and Avhich lie AA’ould Inn’c done, if 
“ he had been sure of his ground, did he demonstrate to you, 
“that the net of 178d, dearly and evidently, or even ly 
“ unaA'oidablc construction, gave the power declared by the 
“ present bill ? Sir, he did no such thing. If lie did, let n? 
“ hear it once more. He who understands can remember. 
“ He who remembers can repeat. I defy any man living, not 
“a lawyer, to recite even the substance of that part "i his 
“ argument. The truth is, he left the main question c.xnf'tly 
“ Avhcrc he found it." 


Tlicrc is more of this sour ebullition, frotbiiig out 
against the Avholc legal profession ; but tlie foregoing 
specimen of it Avill probably liave safislied the reud' C. 
Its ticrimony, and the sort of sncecs^ Avhidi said to 
liavc greeted it atnong Ids juirry. sliotv the -oj-ime-- 
of tlie Clpqiosition at the effective n-a^oning 
Scott, Avhieh their sjiokosnKui for that th‘- 

snppct>e<l autlmr of duriiu". — b' ing miablo, Avln tls'- r 
tVoin luck ol JuAV or ot logo', fM d' ;d wjtfi it >i; tn* 



CHANCELLOR ELDON. 


185 


way of argument, — was fain to evade by tbis effusion 
of spleen. It may not have been without some recol- 
lection of tlie incompetency for legal disquisition wbicli 
Mr. Francis so ostentatiously exhibited in this debate, 
that Lord Eldon, being many years afterwards asked 
for his opinion about the authorship of Junius, an- 
swered, “ I cannot tell you who the author is; — but 
“ I can tell you what he is not, — a lawyer.” 

The declaratory statute was enacted, 28 Geo. 3. c. 8. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

1788—1791. 

5IK. JOHX SCOTT APPOINTED SOLICITOR GENERAL, AND KNIGHTED. 

— SIR PEPPER ARDEN, JIR. PITT, AND LORD THURLOH'. — PRO- 
GRESS OF Sm IVILLIAM SCOTT. — THE KING’s ILLNESS: PRO- 
CEEDINGS ON THE REGENCr | SOLICITOR GENERAL'S PART IN 
THEJi: JEIEC-d’esPRIT. — LORD BELGRAVe’s GREEK QUOTATION, 
AND PARODY ON INCANTATION IN HACBETH. — THE KING’s RE- 
COVERY : HIS FAVOUR TO THE SOLICITOR GENERAL. — LORD 

THURLOW AND THE REGENCY. SPECLAIEN OF LORD THURLOIV’S 

JOCULAR CONA'ERSATION. ANECDOTES OF ST. JASIES’S. DINNER 

HOURS OF LAIVYERS. — FORENSIC STYLE OF SOLICITOR GENERAL. 

— PLEASiVNTRIES OP GEORGE HI. AND OF THE SOLICITOR 
GENERAL. — GOVERNMENT CASES. — SPELLING OF “ SCOTT.” — 
SOLICITOR general’s INTERPOSITION AGAINST OPPRESSION OF 
^VN INDinDUAL BY THE HOUSE OF COJniONS. — DISSOLUTION OF 
PARLIAMENT : UIPEACHMENT NOT THEREBY ABATED. — MR. 

fox’s libel bill: solicitor general’s part therein. 

An opportunity now afforded itself to Mr. Pitt of 
testifying the sense he entertained of j\rr. Scott's 
ability and character. Lord Mansfield’s resignation, 
early in June 1788, of the office of LordCliief Justice 
of tlie King’s Bencli, opened the way to that dignity 
for Sir Lloyd Kenyon, wlio was succeeded as jUaster 
of tlie Polls by tlie Attorney-General, l^lr. Pepper 
Arden. The Attoi'iiey-Gcneralship devolved to tlie 
Solicitor-General, Sir Archibald l\racdonald : and tlic 
office of Solicitor-General, thus vacant, was confi'rn‘d 
upon !Mr. Scott, who, on the 27th of June, undenvent 
tlie ceremony of knighthood. It is said that lie in* 

* i\Iorninfr Clironielo, .T.irumrv 7. 183^'. 
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timated to tlie King a modest msli of declining this 
last honour ; hut that George III. only answered, 

“ Pooh, pooh, nonsense,” and gave him the accolade 
without further parley.* 

{Sir John Scott to his Brother Henry.) 

Not dated; but written June, 1788. 

" Dear Harry, 

“ I kissed the King’s hand yesterday as Solicitor-General. 
The King, in spite of my teeth, laid his sword upon my 
shoulder, and bid Sir John arise. At tliis last instance of his 
royal favour, I have been much disconcerted ; but I cannot 
help myself, so I sing — 

‘ Oho, the delight 
To be a gallant knight ! ’ 

I was completely taken in, having no idea that the King 
had any such intention. My wife is persecuted with her new 

* Note by the present Earl. — Dui’ing these years. Sir John 
Scott’s elder brother William was also making a distinguished pro- 
gress in the line he had adopted. He had received in 1773 the 
appointment of Camden Professor of Histoiy in the University of 
Oxford, where his lectures in that capacity procured him the high- 
est reputation : in this Professorship he was succeeded by Thomas 
Warton in 1785. Having entered as a student at the hliddle 
Temple, June 24. 1762, he was there called to the Bar on the 
11th of February, 1780. 

Pursuing the study of the civil law, he had been admitted as an 
Advocate, November 3. 1779, and appointed Advocate-General 
for the office of Lord High Admiral on the 21st of May, 1782. On 
the 30th of August, 1788, he became Judge of the Consistory Court 
of London; and on September 24. 1788, Yicar-General of the 
Province of Canterbury. 

His patent from King George HI., as King’s Advocate-General, 
bears the date of Oct. 28. 1788 ; but it seems to have met with an 
accidental delay, for it contains a clause that the salary should be- 
gin from September 2. The appointment had been gazetted oh 
September 3. 1788, on which day Sir W. Scott was knighted. 
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THEM: JEUK-D’eSPRIT. LORD BELGRAVe’s GREEK QUOTATION, 

AND PARODY ON INCANTATION IN JIACBETH. — THE KING’S RE- 
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THURLOW AND THE REGENCY. SPECIMEN OP LORD TnDRLOV'’S 
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AN INDmDUAL BY THE HOUSE OF COADIONS. — ^DISSOLUTION OF 
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fox’s libel bhl: solicitor general’s part therein. 

An opportunity uoav afforded itself to J\Ir. Pitt of 
testifying tlie sense lie entertained of i^lr. Scott’s 
ability and cliaracter. Lord Mansfield’s resignation, 
early in June 1788, of tbe office of Lord Chief Justice 
of tlie King’s Bench, opened the ivay to tliat dignify 
for Sir Lloyd Kenyon, wlio ivas succeeded as j^lastoi* 
of the Rolls the Attorne 3 '^-General, iilr. Pepper 
Arden. TJic Attorney-Generalsliip devolved to the 
Solicitor-General, Sir Archibald i^lacdonald: and the 
office of Solicitor-General, thus vacant, was conf'rred 
upon ^fr. Scott, Avho, on the 27th of June, undenvent 
the ceremony of knighthood. It is said^' tliat he in- 
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timated to the King a modest wish of declining this 
last honour; hut that George 111. only answoretl, 
“ Pooh, pooh, nonsense,” and gave him the aceohRlo 
without further parley.’’^ 


((S'm* John Scoff, to his Brother IJcimf.) 

Not dated; ])ut wriUen June, J7B8. 

Dear Harry, 

“1 kissed tlie King’s liand yesterday as SoUcil.oi’-Gcnernl. 
The King, in spite of my tcctli, laid liis sword njxni my 
shoulder, and hid Sir John arise. At tliis last inslnnee of his 
royal favour, I have been much disconcerted; hut J eimnot 
help myself, so I sing — 

‘ Oho, the deliglit 
To be a gallant knight ! ’ 

I was completely taken in, having no idea that tlie King 
had any such intention. My wife is persecuted with her new 


* Note bv the pbesent Eajiu — During these years, 8Ir John 
Scott’s elder brother 'W'illiam ■vvas also making a distinguished pro- 
gress in the line he had adopted. JTe ha/1 received iu 177'/ the 
appointment of Camden X’rofessor of History in the f/niversify of 
Oxford, where his lectures in that /aipaeity procured him th's higfi- 
est reputation : in this Professorr.hip he was su/aaicded hy 'Jhonta'i 
TTarton in 1785. Havin" entered as a student at the Middle 
Temple, .June 24. 1762, he was there CJdle/1 i/j tlie liar on the 
11th of Febnaaiy, 1780. 


Pursuing the study of the civil law, he Jio/1 been admitf/j/1 as an 
Advocate. November S. 1779, and appointed Advoeate-Oeneral 
for the office of Ix^rd High Admiral on tije 21 st '/f May, 1782. On 
the Sfkh of August, 1788, he became Judge of the <'>;nsist//ry O/U/i 
of Tondon: and on .Septeraher 24- 3788, ^J/^ar-Oenera! M the 
Province of Canterhurv. 

His ps-tent from King George UL, as King’s Advoca,te-General, 
Deers t£;e date of Oct. 28. 1788 i out it to have met wRa an 
accidental delsrv. for it contains a clause that the ^■alary {■houH he- 
gin "c-m .Septemler 2. 17.e appoir.tmeat had G;ea ga//,tt/d ow 
Seytertcer 3. 1785- on which day Sir 75 , ricott v/as /CUigote-c- 
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titlcj and we laugh at her from morning till evening. — Be so 
good as TOth my best love to communicate this intelligence to 
my brother and sisters. Bessy joins in affection to your wife 
and jMary, and I am^ 

^‘Yoiu's faithfully, 

“J. Scott. 

“ Ilenry Scott, Esq. 

“ Newcastle-on-Tyne.” 

At this day, when the loaighting of the law officers 
has become matter of course, his coyness about the 
title may look like affectation ; but he was really taken 
by surprise : for Sir Archibald Macdonald, who had 
preceded him as Solicitor and was now to become 
Attorney-General, was not laiighted until the same 
day as himself, being that next preceding the date of 
the patents which placed them in their new offices. 

A new writ forWeobly was issued on the 27th of 
June, ill consequence of his acceptance of office. His 
patent bears date on the day following : and on the 
7th of July he was re-elected for Weobly. 

Mr. Surtees, Lady Eldon’s brother, relates that 
“ when jl\Ir. Pitt proposed to Pejq:)er Arden the office 
of jMaster of the Rolls, Pepper handsomely "^wslied to 
decline it, saying that he was sure it would be dis- 
agi’ecable to Lord Thurlow. Pitt replied, ‘ Pepper, 
voii shall be ^Master of the Rolls ; and as to Thurlow, 

I may just as well quarrel on that as on any other 
subject with him.’ Lord Thurlow, on hearing of the 
appointment, said that his time would be spent in 
reversing that fellow’s decrees.” lie broke out in 
metaphor too. An old book of precedent'^, whicli i< 
now in the possession of !Mr. Colville of the Registrars 
Office, and which belonged, in the latter part of the 
last century, to Mr. Green, another celebrated Re- 
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gistrar, lias a paper attaclied to it, containing this 
passage in print : 

“ The following description of the duty of a 
IMaster of the Rolls is given by a Lord Chancellor 
not a hundred years ago : ‘ I look upon my Court 
and that of the Rolls, to he somewhat like a stage- 
coach, which, beside the sldll of the coachman, re- 
quires the assistance of an able postilion, to lead the 
horses and pick out the best part of the roads. Now 
if I have got an ignorant, furzebush-headed postilion, 
he may overset the coach, and tumble us both into 
the ditch.’ ” 

It is usual for a barrister, advanced to the rank of a 
law officer of the Crown, to quit his circuit and con - 
fine himself to the business of London, except when 
taken on special retainer to lead some particular cause 
at the assizes. Mr. Scott however, not having re- 
ceived his appointment of Solicitor-General till near 
the time of the Northern circuit, and being engaged 
in most of the important causes to be tried upon it, 
appears to have considered that his duty to the clients 
who had already retained him would require his at- 
tendance notwithstanding his promotion, and, conse- 
quently, as his fee-book shows, he went the summer 
circuit as usual, though for the last time. 

It was in the autmnn of the year 1788 that King 
'George III. was attacked mth a malady, which, about 
the month of October, assumed the distinct character 
of mental alienation ; and the Houses of Lords and 
Commons having met on the 20th of November in 
pursuance of the last prorogation, and adjourned to 
the dth of December, found themselves compelled 
on the latter pf those days, in the unavoidable absence 



190 


LIFE OF LORD 


of the regular authority for opening the Session, to 
enter upon a consideration of the means for supply- 
ing the exercise of the regal functions. In the de- 
bates on this subject, Mr. Fox and his party, tvIio, 
possessing the confidence of the Prince of Tfales, 
looked forward to immediate office in the event of 
His Royal Highness’s attainment of the kingly 
powers, insisted that, during any incapacity of the 
Sovereign, the heii’-apparent was entitled, constitu- 
tionally and of right, to the unlimited prerogatives of 
the Crown, and that the province of the two Houses 
of Parliament was only to fix the jDoint of time at 
which the possession and exercise of this right should 
begin. Mr. Pitt and his colleagues contended, on 
the other hand, that the two Houses of Parliament 
had in themselves the entire authority to select the 
indmdual who should exercise the regency, and to 
assign and limit his powers ; admitting, however, as 
a point of discretion and expedienc}^, that the choice, 
in the present instance, ought to fall ujjon the Prince 
of Wales. The House of Commons appointed a com- 
mittee to examine precedents. When tliey liad re- 
ported, Mr. Pitt moved three resolutions ; the first 
simply affirming that the personal exercise of the 
rojml authority was interrupted by his Majesty’s 
indisj)osition ; the second declaring it to be the right 
and duty of the Lords and Commons to provide the 
means for suppl3'ing this defect, as the exigency ol 
the case might require; and tlic third stating if to ho 
necessary that the Lords and Commons .^liould de- 
termine on the means, whereby the royal assent might 
be given to bills respecting the powers to he exerci-'cd 
in the King’s name and behalf during liis 
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Tlie first resolution was agreed to. Upon tlic 
second and tliij’d, a veiy important series of debates 
arose: the main subject of contention being, whether 
it were fitter that commissions should issue, for 
opening Parliament and for gmng the royal assent 
to a Regency Bill, by the great seal, or that the two 
.Houses should at once address the Heir-apparent to 
take upon himself the government duruig the King’s 
indisposition. I^ord North, j\Ir. Fox, and tlic other 
leading opponents of the imnistry, reconnnended the 
proceeding by address. They referred, by way of 
precedent, to the course pursued at the Revolution 
of 1 688, when the Prince of Orange was solicited by 
address of the two Houses to assume the royal au- 
thority; and many arguments were founded upon 
the superior simplicity and convenience of sucli a 
proceeding, which would have the effect of rendering 
the legislature at once complete, — as compared with 
the more dilatory process recommended by the minis- 
try, of first openmg Parliament by a commission, next 
worldng through both the Houses a biR for the con- 
stitution of a regency, and, finally, issuing another 
commission, to bestow on that bill an unreal assent in 
the King’s name, but without any volition exercised 
by him. Mr. Pitt and Sir John Scott, the Solicitor- 
General, were the principal speakers on the other 
part. The Solicitor-General’s speech, in the com- 
mittee of the whole House upon the resolutions, was 
delivered late in the evening, and is very imperfectly 
recorded. But of his argument upon the report of 
those resolutions by the committee to the House, 22d 
December, the account is full and satisfactory. 
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“ He founded liis dissent from tlie recommendations of tJic 
Opposition mainly upon this important distinction, — that 
whereas when the Prince of Orange was solicited to assume 
the royal powers the throne had become vacant ; here, on the 
contrary, the throne remained ‘full of the monarch.’ His 
Majesty’s personal capacity was suspended, but his political 
capacity remained entire. It was on this principle, that 
during these very debates the King’s comds were administering 
justice. Would any man dare to say that George the Third 
was king no longer ? But if he still continued king, tlic tem- 
porary powers to be exercised by his representiitive must be 
conferred by the same constitutional forms, which the King 
would have employed had he been personally consenting to 
the delegation : otherwise, instead of recognising the conti- 
nuance of then* sovereign’s political capacity, the two Houses 
of Parliament would be passing by and superseding it. In 
this view, the substance of the constitution would be found 
to depend not a little upon its forms. The argumcni, ‘ that 
‘ if the assent of the crown could by tiic imoposed commission 
‘ be given to a Regency Bill, other bills might be passed in 
‘ the same way,’ was not a just one ; for the right which 
necessity creates is limited by the same necessity.” * 


These arguments of the Solicitor-General appear to 
have received an extraordinary attention ; for almost 
every speaker of importance on the other side at- 
tempted some answer to Sir John Scott, citlier in the 
same or in one of the subsequent debates. Indeed it 
was pretty well understood, tliat from him was derived 
tlie wliole of the legal doctrine on wliich minister^ 
proceeded in this important matter. 

Before tlie close of the month, tliese three resolutions 


had been agreed to by botli Houses ; and Hr. Titt 
then submitted, in five other resolutions, the fMUline 
of the restrictions ]>)* which he proposed to limit da- 
powers of the Regeney. I he first resolution ot tlK"'. 


* J’arl. Hist. vol. sxvii. |i. 
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j&ve declared it expedient to invest the Prince of 
Wales with the Regency ; the second, third, and fourth 
imposed limitations upon the Regent’s powers of 
creating peers, of granting offices, salaides, and pen- 
sions, and of dealing with the real or personal estate 
of the Crown ; and the fifth committed to the Queen 
the care of the Ring’s person, and the control of his 
household, with the advice and assistance of a council. 
The first four propositions, after a warm debate, 
were voted on the 16th of January, 1789. The 
fifth was deferred to the 19th, when the principal 
speakers in its favour were jMr. Pitt, Mr. Dundas, and 
Sir John Scott, and against it, ]\Ir. Grey, Lord North, 
and Mr. Fox. A great part of Mr. Fox’s speech was 
in answer to that of Sir John Scott. Tlie fifth reso- 
lution, having been carried by a large majority m the 
House of Commons, was, vuth the other four, agreed 
to by the House of Lords; and the Prince, though 
not ■without some intimation of displeasure at the 
restrictions, consented to undertake the duties of the 
Regency. 

In the debate of the 16th, Lord Belgrave, now 
Marquis of Westminster, had introduced into his 
speech a quotation from Demosthenes, which brought 
upon him a good deal of banter, first from Mr. Sheridan, 
who immediately followed him, and afterwards from 
other witty MTiigs, whose politics the noble Lord Avas 
then opposing. Some Avaggeries were published on 
the occasion, in which it was pretended that liis quo- 
tation had been 

Tov 8’ a7ra[J.eiS6[xevog 7rpQG-i<p7] vro^ag cojcbg ’A^iTiTiSvg' 

and that various members had furnished translations 

VOL. I. N 
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of it. This squib obtained great popularity. The 
translation ascribed to Sir John Scott -was this 
couplet ; — 

With metaphysic art his speech he plann’d, 

And said — what nobody could understand.”-* 

As there had been no opening of the session by the 
royal person or authority, and as, consequently, there 
was no Parliament constitutionally met, it now be- 
came necessary that some means should be provided 
for giving validity to the proceedings of the two 
Houses. This the ministers proposed to do, by open- 
ing Parliament under a Royal Commission, the course 
usually taken when the King does not perfonn that 
ceremony in person. At the outset of the debate on 
this subject in the House of Commons, Mr. Pitt ex- 
plained that a second commission was intended to 
follow, for giving the royal assent to the proposed 
Regency Bill. Lord Horth, Mr. Burke, and Mr. 
Sheridan protested against this mode of signifying 
the royal assent ; while the constitutional fitness of 
such a course was maintained by the Master of the 
RoUs and the Attorney and Solicitor General. The 
Solicitor GeneraPs speech was full and conclusive, 
both upon principle and upon precedent. 

His opponents,” he said, “ liad ridiculed the fiction of 
treating the annexation of the great seal to a parchment as a 
constitutional signification of the royal assent. But the royal 
assent would not he belter realised by the measure suggested 
on the other side, of addressing the Pnnee to ns.-'umc tlu' iv- 
gcncy. '\^^^at ministers proposed was i7idcc<I a fiction ot Iriw, 
but a wholesome fiction, bccatisc consistent with the stib- 

* “Asylum for Fugitive l’iece«,” vol. jii, p. S7., in tliC King * 
Library, Britibh iMtr-eiun : ~ title, “IVta' Augliri.” 
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stance, as well as with the forms, of the constitution. No 
doubt, the King’s personal warrant ought properly to precede 
the annexation of the great seal to any commission : but any 
commission, to which the great seal had once been annexed, 
was thereby rendered absolutely unquestionable, although the 
warrant, or any other of the proper preliminaries, might have 
been wanting. The commissions issued under the great seal in 
the early part of the reign of Henry VI., while that king was 
an infant, must have been without the sign manual : yet some 
of the most salutary of our statutes had j)assed during that 
period, and them validity had never been disputed. The great 
seal, therefore, made the assent of the Crown complete in 
law. Not so the mere agreement of the Prince to aecept the 
Pegency ; which agreement could carry no assent of the Crown, 
either by the letter or by the spirit of the constitution.” 

These reasonings were satisfactory to a majority of 
the House ; and, the Lords having come to a similar 
decision, the Parliament was opened, on the 3d of 
February, by a commission under the great seal. 

The fiction of law, upon which this act proceeded, 
was designated by the Opposition as the substitution 
of a phantom for the Sovereign. This word “ phan- 
tom,” which survived, and “ coldly furnished forth” 
the declamations of the Whigs on the Regency Bill of 
1810, was a favourite metaphor of Mr. Burke and of 
many minor partisans ; and the idea conveyed by it 
was amplified in a jeu d' esprit^ of which the follow- 
ing is an extract : — 

“ TNCAXTATION FOR RAISING A PHANTOM, HUTATED FROSI MACBETH, 
AND LATELY PERFORMED BY HIS MAJESTY’S SERVANTS IN VTSST- 
MINSTER. 

Thunder : a Caldron burning. Enter three Witches. 

Isi Witch. Thrice the Doctors have been heard : 

2d Witch. Tlu’ice the Houses have conferr’d : 

N 2 
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Zd Witch. Thrice hath Sydney * cock’d Ids chin : 

Jenkyf cries, — “Begin, begin.” 

Witch. Round about the caldron go ; 

In the feU ingi'edients thl’o^v : 

Still-born foetus, born and bred 
In a lawyer’s puzzled head, 

Hatch’d by metaphysic Scott, 

Boil thou in th’ enchanted pot.”t 

On the 4tli of February, 1789, the Eegency Bill 
was read a first time in the House of Commons, 
where, on the 12th, it was passed. It was carried on 
the same day to the House of Lords, and was still in 
committee there, when, on the 19th, the Lord Chan- 
cellor, as soon as prayers were over, informed the 
House that for the last few days, and especially on 
that morning, the reports of his Majesty’s health had 
become decidedly favourable. The furtlier considei’- 
ation of the bill on that afternoon ^ras therefore post- 
poned ; and the recovery of the King now proceeded 
so rapidly that he was enabled to attend to public 
business before the 16th of March, on wliich day tlic 
Parliament, the opening whereof had before been of 
necessity imperfect, was opened by a commission issued 
until all tlie due solemnities. 

“ Ladj’’ Eldon told me,” says her brother, j\Ir. Joliu 
Surtees, “ that George III., after liis first malad}', 
sent a message to Loi’d Eldon, tlien Solicitor-General, 
to call upon him, I believe, at Windsor, llic call 
was of course obeyed. Tlie King told him that he 
had no otlier biisinc.ss witli him than to thank him 
for tlie affectionate fidelity with which he adhered to 
him wlien so many had deserted lum in his malady.” 

• Lord Sydney, Sccrot.nry for the Horne Di-pnrtnient. 

t Lord ifnwlre.'bury, first luirl of Liverpool. 

I “Asylum for Fugitive Piece-',” voJ. iii. p. t>'b. ifbi ’Ufpr.*- 
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No piece of political gossip has had greater cur- 
rency than the scandal that, during the progress of 
the Eegency Bill, the Lord Chancellor Thurlow, se- 
cretly from the rest of the King’s friends, was carry- 
ing on a negotiation -with the Prince’s party for the 
purpose of continuing himself in ofi3.ce under their 
expected ministry. Mr. Farrer having happened, in 
a conversation with Lord Eldon, to express some 
curiosity about a story so improbable in itself, and 
yet so generally current, Lord Eldon’s answer was, 
“ I do not believe there was a word of truth in that 
report.” He has intimated the same disbelief in his 
Anecdote Book, where he says, “ I was, at the time 
of the Regency, honoured with Lord Thurlow’s ’inti- 
macy. Scarcely a day passed in which there was not 
much interesting conversation upon that subject be- 
tween Lord Thurlow and the King’s friends, with 
which I was acquamted. — I have no doubt that it 
was the opinion of many of the King’s friends that it 
was very desirable, for the King’s sake, that Lord 
Thurlow should continue Chancellor, however the 
Regency administration might be composed, if that 
could be so arranged. Considering the extreme heat 
and bitterness of parties in Parliament, after the King 
was recovered, it seems very extraordmary that, if 
Lord Thurlow’s conduct had, during the debates 
about the Regency, been dishonourable, with respect 
to any object he had in view if the Regency took 
place, no allusion should be made to it in debates, 
when he might have had an opportunity of explaining 
his views if his conduct required explanation.” 

Durmg the whole period of Sir John Scott’s service 
as Solicitor-General, he continued his habits of per- 
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sonal intimacy with Lord Thurlow, whose familiar 

manner the Anecdote Book thus exemj)hfies : 

“ ALter dinner, one day when nobody was present 
hut Lord Kenyon and myself, Lord Thurlow said, 
‘ Kenyon, I decided a cause this morning, and I thought 
from the countenance of Scott, who was not counsel 
in it, that he doubted whether I was right.’ Thurlow 
then stated what he represented as forming tlie cir- 
cumstances of the case : Kenyon instantly said, ‘ ITour 
decision was quite right.’ — ‘ Wliat say you to that, 
Scott?’ said Thurlow. I said, I did not presume to 
fonn a judgment upon a case upon which they were 
agreed. But I added that I thought Lord Thurlow 
had 'not mentioned to Kenyon a fact which might 
perhaps appear materially to affect the decision, — 
and I was about to state the fact, and my reasons for 
what I had said. Kenyon, however, broke in upon 
me, and with some warmth stated that I was always 
so obstinate that there was no dealing vdth me. 

‘ Nay, nay, Taffjq’ said Thurlow, ‘that’s not quite 
fair — surely nobody is more obstinate than ye?/ arc. 
But there is a difference between you. You are very 
obstinate, but you never give any reasons for }'our 
obstinacy. He is veiy obstinate, but alwa}‘.s gives 
his reasons ; — and, to say the truth, they arc generally 
very bad ones.’ ” 

The next two stories V'crc told by Loi’d Itildon to 


Miss Forster : — 

“Lord Thurlow built a house in the neighhourhoofl 
of London. Now he was first cheated !)y his arehi- 
tcct, and then he ch(-*ated himself: fur the housf 
more than he expected, so he newr would go into it. 


At KniirlitV Hill, ^’nnv^>•v(l. .Surrey, 
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Very foolish, but so it was. As he was coming out 
of the Queen’s Drawing-room, a lady whom I knew 
very well, stopped him, and asked when he was 
going into his new house. ‘ Madam,’ said he, ‘ the 
‘ Queen has just asked that impudent question : and 
‘ as I would not tell her, I will not tell you.’ ” 

“ I remember, as I was coming away from that very 
Drawing-room, in my full dress as King’s Counsel*, 
(Lord Clarendon, then Mr. Vilhers, was with me,) we 
came to the room where the milhners were collected 
to see the fashions. Said I, ‘ Why, Villiers, I thuilc 
all the prettiest women are here.’ One of the girls, 
and a most amazmgly beautiful creature she was, 
stood up, and said to another, ‘ I am sure that gen- 
tleman is 0. judged ” 

In those days, the lawyers despatched dinner in 
time to begin their evening labour in chambers be- 
tween six and seven. “Dinner hours,” says Lord 
Eldon, ill the Anecdote Book, “ are. much altered 
within a few years. I remember the Duchess of 
Gordon asking Mr. Pitt to dine with her at eight 
o’clock. He excused himself by saying, that at that 
hour he was to sup with Dr. Prettyman.” Of late 
years there has been a growing tendency towards the 
Duchess’s distribution of the evening, and the law- 
yers, of course, have conformed to the customs of 
their clients. Some leading barristers, especially 
those practising ui courts of equity, have desisted, 
in ordinary, from chamber attendance at night, em- 
ploying themselves upon their papers at home, secure 


Tlie full-bottomed wig which the Kiiig’a Counsel wear is the 
same with that worn by the Judges. 

N 4 
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from interruption ; and a great proportion of tlie con- 
sultations, formeiij iield from six to ten, are now taken 
from three to jS.ve in the afternoon, or in the morn- 
ing before the sitting of the courts. The courts 
themselves meet later in the forenoon ; and the 
evening sittings at the Rolls are now entirely dis- 
continued. 

On the 2d of January, 1789, the Chair of the 
House of Commons had become vacant by the deatli 
of Mr. Speaker Cornwall; who was succeeded on the 
5th by the Right Honourable William Wyndliam 
Grenville. Mr. Grenville’s acceptance of the office 
of Secretary of State in the folio Aving June occa- 
sioned a necessity for another election of Speaker; 
and on the 8th of that month, Mr. Addington, tlie 
late Viscount Sidmouth, Avas chosen in his stead. 

A work which Aras published in 1790, bearing the 
title of “ Strictures on Eminent LaAAyers,” professes 
to describe the forensic speaking of Sir John Scott in 
those days ; and the description may be deemed a 
just one, proAuded that the AAmrd “ tcorrect,” as it 
occurs in the first sentence, be referred to the style of 
his argument, and not of his diction. 


<c 

<( 

Si 

a 

<% 

a 
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ti 
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His speaking is of that subtle, correct, iukI cleliberalo 
kind, that lias more the appearance of Avritten, than ofonil. 
clocpience. lie brunches forth his arguments into diOenMit 
heads and divisions, and pursues the respective parts through 
all their various ramification*-- with such methodical uc- 
cumny, that argument seems to rise out of nrgunu'iit, and 
conclusion from couchision, in the most regular and nutund 
progression, so that tho-o wlio are not ncquainfcrl with hi^' 
pnicticc Avould suspect that he had stndieil and prepared 
his speeehes with the mo-t diligent attention : wltile oflicr-, 
who are hi‘lter .aerpiainted wjtli fhi* bu-jnc*-t*t liw eotirt s 
feel their admiration and .-urpri-f iiu'iea- d, innn the 



CHANCELLOR ELDON. 


201 


" 1-nnwMm tliat aman of his extensive husmess, so far fiom 
.. ttmlvin- what he shall say, can scarce find time to glance 
..'m, eye over the numerous papers that come before lum. 

.< He I also partieulatly distinguished for his aptitude and 
.. ingenuity of reply. His systematic mind seems to me- 
•• tliodise, with inconoeivable rapidity, the arguments ot Ins 
“ opponents. In the short space of time between the plead- 
“ iiigs of his advoimry and his reply, every tlnng seems di- 
“ 'fc.’tcd and disposed, and his mode o£ replication seems 
“ jilanncd in the nicest order. He will frequently take 
“ up the concluding argument of his opponent, or at 
“ otlici' times seize upon some observation which has fallen 
“ in the middle of the adverse speech. Here he will begin 
“ I 1 I.S attack, and proceed by Ms usual clear and deliberate 
“ mctliod, pursuing one regular chain of reasoning, till he has 
“ confuted, or at least replied to, every proposition against 
him.” 

‘'Soon after I became Solicitor-General,” says Lord 
1‘ddon in the Anecdote Look, “his Majesty, George 
111., at AYeymonth, wntli the kindness which he uni- 
ihrinly manifested to me, said, ‘ Well, I hope yonr 
promotion has heen heneficial to you ?’ 1 asked his 
Majesty, if lie meant in professional income? He 
wild, ‘ 1 es, in that and in other respects.’ I told him 
^yit Mns strictly true, that in animal receipt I 
■limiglit 1 must lose about two thousand pounds a year. 
He seemed surprised, and ashed how that could be 

'LhiO™TflIY X 

I- 

"■hiT matters, with which not “fenue, and 

li.miliar, ,l,ey were oblin-ed to dt^Tf 

'■■ ■’! "f time, aiKl to whidraw H Am V” W 
* ‘''''iOK-u mutter.- of hiusiiyn i 

^ ■■ ' -ici 1 r- Fofit- 

stating, what was tben the 
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from interruption ; and a gi’eat pro^DOrtion of the con- 
sultations, formeiiy held from six to ten, are now taken 
from three to five in the afternoon, or in the morn- 
ing before the sittiiig of the courts. Tlie courts 
themselves meet later in the forenoon; and the 
evening sittings at the Kolls are now entirely dis- 
continued. 

On the 2d of January, 1789, the Chair of tlie 
House of Commons had become vacant by the death 
of Mr. Speaker Cornwall; who was succeeded on the 
5th by tlie Kiglit Honourable 'William Wjmdham 
Grenville. Mr. Grenville’s acceptance of the office 
of Secretary of State in the folio vdng June occa- 
sioned a necessit}’’ for another election of Speaker; 
and on the 8tli of that month, Mr. Addington, the 
late Viscount Sidmouth, was chosen in his stead. 

A work wliich was published in 1790, iDcariiig tlie 
title of “ Strictures on Hmincnt Lavye]'.s,” professes 
to describe the forensic speaking of Sir John Scott in 
those days ; and the description may be deemed a 
just one, provided that the word “ correct,” as it 
occurs ill the first sentence, be referred to the stylo of 
his argument, and not of his diction. 


CC 


His spo.'ikiiig is of lli.nt subtle, coirect, niul delilxn'ntc 
“ kind, that has more (lie a])])onrancc of written, than of ova!. 
“ eloquence. lie branehes forth Ids arguments into din’en'iit. 
“ heads and divisions, and pursues the respeotive parts thronudi 
“ all their variuiis randtieatlon? with such incthtidieal ac- 
curacy, that argument seems to rise out of argument, am) 
o (■onclu^ion from conelu-don. in the mo.'-t regular and natmul 
“ ]>rogresslon, so that those wliu are not nequainted with lu" 
])ractice would snspeet that lie Jiad studied and jK'cpared 
Itis S[»ce<die.! witli the tno-t diligent attention; x>, Idle other-, 
wIk* tire be{t«.*r aeqmtruted v.itli the bu-iia oS rla* rourt'*, 
o iVel their admiration and “iirprl-'' ineMaiod, Ivotn «h>‘ 
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« Wedge tliat amaii of Bs extensive business, so far from 
« studying what he shaU say, can scarce find tune to glance 
" his eye over the numerous papers that come before hum 
« He is also particularly distinguished for his aptitude and 
“ingenuity of reply. His systematic mind seems to me- 
“ thodise, with inconceivable rapidity, the arguments of 5 
“ opponents. In the short space of time between the plead- 
“ ings of his adversary and Ms reply, every thing seems di- 
« gelted and disposed, and liis mode of replication seems 
“ planned in the nicest order. He will frequently take 
“ up the concluding argument of his opponent, or at 
“ other times seize upon some obseiwation which has fallen 
“ in the middle of the adverse speech. Here he will begin 
“ his attack, and proceed by his usual clear and deliberate 
“ method, pursuing one regular chain of reasoning, till he has 
“ confuted, or at least replied to, every proposition against 
“ lum.” 

Soon after 1 became Solicitor-General,” says Lord 
Eldon in the Anecdote Book, “his Majesty, George 
III., at "Weynionth, with the kindness which he uni- 
formly manifested to me, said, ‘Well, I hope your 
promotion has been benefiicial to you V I asked his 
Slajesty, if he meant in professional income ? He 
said, ‘ Yes, in that and in other respects.’ I told him 
what was strictly true, that in annual receipt I 
thought I must lose about two thousand pounds a year. 
He seemed surprised, and asked how that could be 
accounted for? I stated to him that the attention 
of his law officers was called to matters of inter- 
national law, public law, and the laws of revenue, and 
otl,er matters, ^hielr not Laving been previously 

lo of tune, and to uitMraw it from those other 
»n„o„ matters of business, which were very profit 
^ I concluded by stating, what .rJZlL 
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habit of the solicitors of the public offices, to give 
the Solicitor-General only three guineas vith liis 
Majesty’s (the Government’s) cases, which required 
more time and attention fully to consider, and satis- 
factorily to answer, than the cases of private indi- 
viduals, with which their attorneys frequently left 
fees of ten, fifteen, twenty, or twenty-five guineas. 
‘ Oh ! ’ said the King, ‘ then for the first time I com- 
prehend wliat I never could before understand, Avliy 
it has been always so difficult to get any opinions 
from my law officers 1 ’ ” 

A pleasantry of the Solicitor- General liimself, arising 
out of one of the government cases, is tlius related in 
liis Anecdote Book : — 

“ Attending a cause in the Court of Exclicqucr, a 
part of the ceiling fell dovm, and alarmed the judges, 
counsel, &c. Mr. Gryffid Price, an honest and excel- 
lent but warm AYclshman, turned to me, and said in 
his familiar way, ‘j\Iy dear Jack, what an escape! 
Who could Iiave expected that we siiould all have 
been delivered ?’ lie hated a pun, and particularly a 
bad one ; and I thought nothing could liave restniincd 
my Welsh fricTid’s wrath when I said, de.ar 

Price, you make more than cnoiiGfh of this. Ought 
not you, as an experienced laAN^-cr, to have h(‘(>n 
aware that sealing (ceiling) and deli\'cry always g(' 


together?’ ” 

ny 


There was a dialogue Avliich he ti.'-cd to relate as 
having taken place about the .‘^aino tinu*, arid v,]nih 
bears oddly upon his family name. A party in 
cause had occasion to give in evidence ;m iiistruna-nf, 
to which the subscribing witness was one John bV-Ht. 
Application Avas made to the Solicilor-GcjH-r/d. no tuf 
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hope that he might turn out to be the -witness ; but 
he answered that the signature was not liis. Some- 
time afterwards he found himself seated at dinner 
near a gentleman who claimed to be his namesake, 
though he spelt his surname with but a single t. In 
the course of conversation the Solicitor-General men- 
tioned the attested instrument and the ineffectual 
search which had been made for the subscribing wit- 
ness. “ Oh,” said the gentleman, “ I was that ■^^dtness.” 
— “ Well, but,” said the Solicitor- General, “ that 
“ witness's name was spelt -with two — Scott, 
“ whereas yours, you have been saying, is spelt with 
“ only one t — Scot.” — “ Yery true,” said the other, 
“ but it is since I witnessed that paper that I have 
“ changed the spelling of my name by dropping one of 
“ the f s. I allow you,” added he, in a strong north- 
ern accent, “that Scott with two fs may sound 
“ rounder in the mouth ; but Scot with one t has more 
“ of quality in it ! ” 

The occasions on which the Solicitor-General took 
part in the debates of the House of Commons were 
chiefly where some legal or constitutional principle 
was in question. He was ever opposed to the exer-- 
cise of parhamentary privileges or powers, for the 
oppression of individuals. Upon this ground, among 
others, he resisted, on the evenings of the 15th 
and 29th of March, 1790, the proposal of Mr. Francis 
for a committee to inquire into the circumstances 
attending the execution of the Rajah Mustapha 
Cawn, beheaded by order of Captain Williams, in 
consequence of directions from his commanding 
oflicer Colonel Hannay, at whose conduct, in this 
and other cases of alleged criminality, Mr. Hastings 
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was accused of having connived. The real aim of 
the motion seemed to he to assail Mr. Hastimrs, 
through the sides of Cajitam M’^iUiams, who had acted 
but ministerially. 

“ The Solicitor-General represented, that to appoint a com- 
mittee for the piu'pose of getting up a case, and then perliaps 
to institute a proceeding against Captain WiJliams for murder, 
■with all the weight and autliority of the House of Commons 
in support of the prosecution, was a course subjecting the 
subordinate officer to disadvantages, against whicli it "was 
almost impossible for a private person to bear up. In c;iscs 
of treason, and in cases of misdemeanour, necessity liad 
founded precedents for the institution of proceedings bv the 
House ; but upon felonies, the intennediate class of otfcnccs, 
thei'c was seldom any urgency^ of state that could require the 
interposition of Parliament to set the courts of law in motion; 
and upon cases of felony, thci'cfore, it was l)cst, unless wlicrc 
some very extraordinary’ case should present itself, to ahstaiti 
from interference with the regular tribunals, '\7here a piivatc 
person prosecutes, the defendant, on his acquittal, may recover 
damages against his prosecutor, if it be j^racticablc to show 
malice and want of pi'obablc cjiuse in the prosceution ; hut a 
defendant pi'osccutcd by’ the House has no such remedy' 
against his pursuer. In all this, the Solicitor-General de- 
sired to be understood as the advocate, not of Ca]>tain ii- 
liams, but of the constitutional security of the subject; a 
consideration infinitely moi’c important tlian any tiring }>c!‘- 
sonal to any' .«ingle individual.” 


i\Ir, Francis's motion was negatived. 

The proivrgation of Parliament, wliich f<iok plat'c 
on the Phil of June, 17b0, was followed by a dis- 
solution ; and Sir J<din Scott was again rctnriied t<c.‘ 




A\'eoblv. His brother. Sir William Sc.qt, %-nier-. 
Parliament at the same general elect imu lucutb-r 
for the borough of Pownton; for wliieh, in 17t^-l. he 
had been nuseaied on a scrtitinv. 
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Parliament reassembled on tlie 20tli of November : 
and on tbe 17tli of tbe following month, a question 
having arisen whether the impeachment of Mr. Has^ 
tings had abated by the dissolution, Mr. Burke moved 
a resolution that it was still depending. Sir John 
Scott, with the Attorney- General, the Master of the 
RoUs, and Mr. Ersldne, contended that by the disso- 
lution the impeachment had abated: Mr. Pitt, Mr. 
Pox, and Mr. Burke, were of a contrary opinion. 
After three nights of discussion, Mr. Burke’s motion 
was carried by a large majority: and it is now the 
established law of Parliament, that an impeachment 
does not abate by a dissolution. 

(^Sir John Scott to his Brother Henry.') 

Not dated ; but written in Dec. 1790. 

“ Oh ! the dignity of the cloth shoe ! How hard it is upon 
me that I, the youngest, and most temperate and abstemious 
of the three, should, the first of all the brothers, arrive to 
this dignity ! I hope most heartily you may escape, because, 
between the pain felt and the pain of being laughed at, the 
complaint is quite intolerable. Into the bargain I lost half 
iny long vacation, and I found, myself, before I came out of 
town, quite knocked up with the fatigue of the term and of 
the attendance in Parhament, for which I was ill prepared 
by my sufferings. I stole out of London, therefore, to see 
whether I could get about again by retn’ement, by air, and 
exercise ; and I think myself essentially better. 

“ You would see by the papers how unmercifully we poor 
lawyei's have been treated in the House of Commons. — ^But 
the black squadron, as we are called, are an obstinate little 
handful, and in the long run, in a right cause, we shall at 
least fall gloriously. As to newspaper slander, all which to 
my Icnowledge is paid for, I hold that cheap— and in spite 
of it, I shall have, at our next meeting, another tumble 
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down with Charles Fox and 'William Pitt, who for once at 
least agree in a business in which they are both wrong.” 

. Until the year 1791, the deliberation of a jmy on 
a prosecution for libel was confined to the two inqui- 
ries, — whether the defendant had published the mat- 
ter complained of, — and whether that matter bore 
the sense imputed : — the third, and generally principal 
question, whether the matter complained of were 
or were not a libel, ha^ung been repeatedly held 
by the King’s Bench, though not -without a good deal 
of controversy, to be a pure point of law determin- 
able only by the Court itself. In Majq 1791, j^lr. 
Fox introduced a declaratory biU, affirming the right 
of the jury to find a general verdict on the whole 
matter in issue, including the question of “ libel or 
not.” Although nothing more was meant by tliis 
bill than to place the trial of libel on the same ground 
with the trial of eveiy other ofiFence j^rosecuted before 
a jury, upon which it is not only the riglit but the 
duty of the judge to give Ms direction, yet, as the en- 
actment was originally Avorded, persons unacquainted 
Asith laAv might perhaps haAn imagined that the 
legislature had intended the question of “libel or 
not” to be transferred to the juiy ei’c/zAS'/re/y of the 
judge. To prcAmit such misapjH'chension, tlic Soli- 
citor-General, in the committee on the bill, proposed 
that the preamble sliould be modified; but, after a 
little conversation Avith IMr. Fox, avIio objected to the 
introduction of tlie amending Avords into the ]ire' 
amble, it Avas agreed tliat they should be inserted m 

• Till'; refer.-; to tlie question respecting the nbntfjnf.nt ef it"' 
impencimu'iit. 
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tlie enacting part of tlie bill by way of proviso, wbicb 
was accordingly done. Lord Thurlow and other 
law-lords in the Upper House postponed the measure 
till the following year, when the legislature passed the 
act of the 32d of Geo. 3. c. 60., entitled “ An Act to 
“ remove doubts respecting the functions of juries in 
“ cases of hbel : ” its 2d section bemg the useful 
proviso of Sir John Scott, expressed in the foUowuig 
words : — 

‘‘Provided always, that on every such trial, the court or 
judge, before whom such information or indictment shall be 
tried, shall, according to them or his discretion, give their or 
his opinion and directions to the jury on the matter in issue 
between the Edng and the defendant or defendants, in lilrg 
manner as in other criminal cases.” 
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CHAPTER X. 

1791—1793. 

IN'CREASi: OP sm JOIIK SCOTT’s BUSIXKSS .VXD r.Oni.T. — COItl'.K* 

spoxDEXcn or sir .toiix axo ladv scott, axp or stu miliaam 

SCOTT, AnTII TIIEIR BROTHER IlEKRY ^AXI) HIS AVU'E. .VXKC- 

DOTES OF LORD THURLOAV'S REMOVAL PROM OITTCE, AXD OK 

IHS RIVALRY MHTII LORD LOHCHBOROUGH. SIR .TOIIX SCOTtV 

PURCHASE OF THE ELDOX ESTATE. MR. BURKJ'/s DAnUER. — 

CHALLENGE TO SIR .lOHN SCOTT. 


The increased practice of the Solicitor-General having 


made it neccssaiy that he should enlarge Ins esta- 
iDlishmcnt for business, lie took, in the suinmcr of 
1791, a set of chambers at Xo. 1 1. Serlc’s Court, com- 
monly called The New Square, Lincoln’s Inn, under 
a lease to him, dated the 1st of September in that 
year. 

It has already been observed, that nearly ten year.^ 
intervened between the birth of John, who Ava.s llie 
fir.st is.sue of his marriage, and the birth of Eli'/abctk, 
who Avas the .«ccond. After the latter event, nearly 
eight years more elapsed before the jirrival of the 
third child, Edward IVilliam (who took tlie former *>{ 
those names from its godfather. Lor d Clmneeli'a- 
Thurlow). This child, Avho died under the age of 
seven months, was succef'ded hv three others, all {fern 


in less than seven years after him. 

9*lie following letter, fnan f^ir dohn Seoft 
hrother Henry, i- in preparation for I.udySrott 

jqqiroaclting^ c<!nrinement - 


tu hi" 
\ then 
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_ tt “2Slh iTime, 1701. 

“ Dear liavryj 

« I received your afFcctionatc letter, and luy wile received 
licr sister’s equally affect ionatc letters, some days ago. I 
confess to you I have been in some degree of unhajijfmess 
upon the subject of them. On one hand I feel very ])alnfully 
the idea of giving what it is utterly impossible not to be per- 
fectly convinced is, in a great and really serious degree, troiddc 


so substantial to you and my sister, as the aceeptiug the benefit, 
of your affection must occasion : on the other, though my wife 
had fought off the idea of dissatisfaction in having strange 
doctors and nurses Avith much fortitude till very lately, (so 
much that I had not listened to a similar invit.ation Avhieh her 
brother Surtees had been kind enough to send her,) a-^ her 
indisposition approaches her mind gives Avay, and an uneasiness 
groAvs upon her, Avhich, as the preservation of her is of the 
last importance to me, gives me an alarm and a misery avIucIi 
reconciles me' to the idea of once more receiving, from you 
and my sister, a favour in your care of her, Avhich 1 do assure 
you I haA^e been most sincerely reluctant to accept, upon 
principles which must insure to you my gmtitude, if it is 
accepted, in any Avay in Avhich I can cxjircss it. AYith un- 
ceasing and Avith extreme reluctance, and I liopc Avith grati- 
tude proportionable to both, after thinking some days very 
anxiously upon hardly any thing else, I have determined to 
avail myself of yom* goodness. 

" The season for her indisposition AviU be about the middle 
of August, and my medical advice is that she should leave 


this place in about ten days, and be about six or seven upon 
her .journey. If, therefore, you hear nothing to the contrary, 
you and my sister Avill be good enough to expect her. Bessy 
will come with her.” 


(iSzV John Scott to JMts. JJenvy Scott,^ 

“ Dear Sister, “London, 4tli October, 1791. 

“ I persuade myself you will do me the justice to believ^e 
that I should have been happier than I am, if one cause or 
other had not prevented me so long from thanking you for 

VOL. I. 
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all your goodness to me and mine whilst I was ■with yon, and 

since I have left you. If I do not say much more upon the siih- 

ject of that goodness, it is loccausc I know that the- disposition, 

wdiich is inclined to do others so much ser\icc, will not he 

unAnlling to believe that those Avho receive it will gmtefullj'' 

think of it and remember it. I do not know hoAv I should 

have supported myself from the Wednesday to the Saturday 

morning, Avhen I could first hear from you, if I had been 

deprived of the comfort of recollecting tliat my poor invalid 

Avas sure of the tendercst and most anxious care. I obscrA-c 

the ti'ouble you must hav'c had, in sevcml instances of kind 

attention, Avhich your letters, for Avhich I most sincerely 

thank you, in describing Lady S.’s situation from time to 

time, necessarily introduce to my knoAvlcdge. I sincerely 

hope that your oAvn health will not sutler in consequence of 

your care of another person’s.” 

^ * 


(Sir John Scott to Ms Brother Henry.) 

“ 7tli October, 1701. 

(R # * » ♦ 

“ ^Yc have no iicaa's except AA-hat you Avill see in the papers. 
Lord ConiAA'jillis, as you AA'onld see aa-Iich you Avere picking 
your bone, talks of difficulties; but I lather suspect that is to 
make the victory he suspects himself to be pretty sure ol, 
more Illustrious.” 


(From J^ady Scott, oftenrards Lady Bldon, to 
jl/r.'.'. Henry Scott.) 

“ Xo «bUc ; ]>rf)t)nbly AvrUten hi Octolx'r or NovcintMT, 

„ # » * » 

“ I must saA' T have one of the best husbands in the Avorld, 
fori have received four-and-tAA-emv letters since 1 left New- 
castle *, every stage 1 come to, I lun prr-ented withtivo, three, 
or four. In one I received yesterday, he says that Avhatcver 
budne-^s conu' in the avuv tliat may, ‘ a liint tVi>m y«>u. iliAi 
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ISij dear girl joins me in love to my dear sister, brotlier, and 
dear J\Iary. 

, “ I rcmain, your very affectionate sister, 

» Eliz. Scott.-’ 

{Sir John Scott to his Brother Jlom/.) 

“ Loudon, 22d Deo. 1791. 

^ # 

" I am very sorry for your Aunily aAliction vliicli you 
mention.* God Icnows, Harry, tlie tenure by vliicb we hold 
life is very uncertain, and the importance which the well- 
being of those we love is of, to our own well-being, and our 
well-being is to them, is then deeply felt when we arc about 
to lose one another. But we cjui do no more than to dis- 
charge the duty of taking all the care of them and of ourselves, 
as far as health is concerned, which morality and religion re- 
quire we should take of them and of ourselves, and the event 
must be submitted to the providence of 111:^1 who knows best 
what is expedient for us. 

* « r ^ » 

“ At this season let me add my most fervent wishc.s for 
the health of you all. "We are all crazy constitutions, but I 
am persuaded that, if we take but moderate care of our health, 
we may live many happy years together. That you and they 
may enjoy many, is the sincere wish of 

Yours, most affectionately, 

“ J. Scott.” 

(Sir William Scott to Mr. Ilenry Scott.) 

" Hear Brother, "^padon, 20tli April, 1792. 

“ I just write this note to acquamt you with the unex- 
pected death of my brother’s infant boy, which happened in a 
convulsive fit, at fomr o’clock this morning : the inoculation 
had been favourable enough in its symptoms before, and there 
was ah. the reason in the world to expect that he would have 
gone well through. 

* The death of Mrs. "Wilson, sister of Mrs. Henry Scott. 

0 2 
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You Trill easilv conceive tlie ajromes of srief tlint tlsc 
poor niotlier is in. TThat makes it more calamitous is, tkat 
m j brother dares not go near- the house, on account of his ovn 
apprehensions of tlie small-pox. The office of supporting her 
of course devolves upon my vrife and myself, and \Ye slsall 
not be inattentive to it. 

I shall write soon upon business. I am with love, 
&:c. &C. 

Yours affectionately, 

VT. vScoTT." 


The session of 1792. during 'which the Solicitor 
General had taken little part in any debate, "was closed 
by a prorogation on the 15th of June; and on tlie 
same day, his old ally, Lord Thurlo^v, gave up the 
Great Seal, 'which •was transferred to Lord Lotigli- 
borough. "'iYhat it "was,” said Lord Eldon in after- 
life, to Mr. Earrer, “ that occasioned the rupture be- 
tween Lord Tliurlow and his colleagues. I caiinor tell 
you : I never could find out.” The public, during 
the session of 1792, had 'witnessed, and with no small 
surprise, the vehement invectives poured fortli by 
Lord Thurlow in the House of l^'Crs. two oi 
Mr. Pitt's measures, tlie Sinking Fund P)ilL and the 
Yew Forest Bill : and these attacks may have Ixet! 
the proximate cause of the Chancellor's reiniwal ; but 
the motive whicli provoked them has never b- couiC 


matter of hi'^tory. 

I called ii])on Sir John Scott.” says bi^- br'^tner- 
in-law, Mr. Jobii .‘^unoes. ‘‘ a ffiw days after l/iru 
I'liurlow had ceased to be Chanrellur, vlt-'-n ^'lr JcJin. 
Scott gave nie tbe following' narrative. Jit, C-t that 
tine- Solicitor GetiC-nd. Inal rvoi'O-d a me-'ig*- tr-orj 
Mr. Piit.tobeg that huvtuiM caltupon Idsu, ib'ccJf 1 
accurditiglv. Mr. Pitt said. • >ir dobu S*' I I'-'*- 
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‘ a circumstance to mention to you, which, on account 
‘ of your personal and political connection with Lord 
' Thurlow, I wish that you should first hear from 
‘ myself. Lord Thurlow and I have quarrelled ; and 
‘ I have signified to him His Majesty’s commands that 
‘ he should resign the Great Seal.’ Sir John Scott 
replied, that he was not at all surprised at. the event 
which had taken place; that he had long looked 
forward to the prohahility of such an event with 
great pain ; and he then added, ‘ My resolution is 
‘ formed. I owe too great obligations to Lord Thurlow 
‘ to reconcile it to myself to act in political hostility 
‘ to him, and I have too long and too conscientiously 
‘ acted in political connection with you, to join any 
‘ party against you. Nothing is left for me hut to 
‘ resign my office as Solicitor General, and to make 
‘ my bow to the House of Commons.’ Mr. Pitt rea- 
soned with him, and implored him not to persist in 
that resolution, in vain; but at length prevailed 
upon him to consult Lord Thurlow, before he pro- 
ceeded any farther. Lord Thurlow, after Sir John 
Scott had stated what had passed between Mr. Pitt 
and him, said, ^ Scott, if there be any thing which 
‘ could make me regret what has taken place (and I 
‘ do not repent it), it would be that you should do so 
‘ foohsh a thing.’ Lord Thurlow continued, ‘ I did 
‘ not think that the King would have parted with me 
‘ so easily. As to that other man, he has done to me 
‘ just what I should have done to him, if I could.’ 
His Lordship added, ‘ It is very possible that Mr. Pitt, 
‘ from party an'd political motives, at this moment may 
‘ overlook your pretensions ; but sooner or later you 
must hold the Great Seal. I know no man but 

o 3 
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‘ yourself qualified for its duties.’ Lord Tliurlo'w 
reasoned and prevailed, and Sir John Scott fortunately 
continued to hold his official situation, and to act with 
his wonted cordiality with Mr. Pitt,” 

In this change of office, the bitterest circumstance 
to Lord Thurlow probably was, that Lord Lough- 
borough became his successor. For Lord Thurlow 
most cordially hated his rival, holding him cheap as 
a lawyer, yet fearing him as a ready and popular 
opponent in debate. Lord Eldon used to relate, that 
on one occasion, when Lord Loughborough was speak- 
ing, with considerable effect, about a matter on which 
Lord Thurlow had a strongly adverse opinion, but 
which he had not studied in sufficient detail to be 
prepared for refuting his ingenious opponent, Lord 
Thurlow, as he sat on the woolsack, was heard to 
mutter, “If I was not as lazy as a toad at the bottom 
“ of a well, I could kick that fellow Loughborough 
“ heels over head any day in the week ! ” 

In the Anecdote Book, Lord Eldon says, “ George 
the Fourth told me, as another instance of his (Thur- 
loAv’s) contempt of Loughborough as a lawyer, that 
Thurlow told him, when Prince, that the fellow had 
the gift of the gab in a marvellous degree, but that 
he was no la-wyer, and added, ‘ In the House of 
‘ Lords I get Kenyon, or somebody, to start some 
‘ law doctrine, in such a manner that the fellow must 
‘ get up to answer it, and then I leave the woolsack, 

‘ and give him such a thump in his bread-basket, that 
‘ he cannot recover himself.’ ” 

But another of Lord Eldon’s anecdotes of the 
rivalry between those two gi’eat law-lords, turns tlic 
laugh -very fairly against the sconicr : — 
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“ Lord Tliurlow, wlio liad a thorougli contempt of 
Lord Lougliborough as a lawyer, shortly after • the 
latter bad become Cbancellor, in conversation said to 
me, ‘ Wbat do yon tbink tbat fellow bas been doing ? 

‘ be bas been making one of tbe lads — one of tbe 
‘ King’s sons — a peer of Ireland under his Great Seal, 

‘ not under tbe Irish Great Seal, Did you ever bear 
‘ of sucb a thing as that?’ I answered, ‘Yes, I cer- 
‘ tainly have. I have known instances of it.’ ^ Have 
‘you?’ be said: ‘What instances?’ I answered, 

‘ Lord Tburlow did tbe same as to some of tbe older 
‘ lads of tbe family, when he was Chancellor.’ ‘ What 
‘ do you mean ? Did I ? It can’t be so ! ’ Tbe 
fact, however, was so ; and it wiU be found tbat some 
of tbe ancient Irish peerages were granted under tbe 
Engbsb Great Seal.” 

Tbe succeeding passage is also from tbe Anecdote 
Book: — 

“ After Lord Tburlow was removed from bis office 
“ of Lord Chancellor, during which be enjoyed so 
“ much of tbe confidence of King George tbe Third, 
“ tbe Prince of Wales seems to have cultivated bis 
“ friendship as much as possible, and upon all occa- 
“ sioiis requested bis advice, though not often acting 
“ according to it. Upon Macmabon’s waiting upon 
“ him (from tbe Prince) upon some occasion, to re- 
“ quest bis advice upon som’e matter tbat was thought 
“ important, Tburlow said, ‘ TeU tbe Prince I am 
“ ‘ always ready to offer bis Boyal Highness tbe best 
“ ‘ advice I am able to give him — and tbat I observe 
“ ‘ tbat bis Boyal Highness is always ready to ask it; 
“ ‘ but that it may be as well to know, before I 
VOL. I. * o 4 
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“ You may perhaps have seen by the papers, that I have 
been tempted to the use of the pistol lately, by a worthy 
person who has found out, in the year 1792, that I abused 
him in a speech in 1786, and which he never complained of 
before, though he heard me make it, and I have been his 
counsel in all his causes ever since. The truth is, three 
courts thought his conduct so bad, that they made him pay a 

ai’rived some time before at Birmingham, a few of which had been 
actually delivered, drew one from under his coat, and threw it indig- 
nantly on the floor.” But Prior says nothing respecting the manner 
in which the dagger came into Burke’s hands. On Lord Chancellor 
Eldon’s death I found with his papers the dagger which, from con- 
versations with him in the latter years of his life, I had understood 
to be the one thrown down by Burke in the House of Commons. 

Being however informed by the Archbishop of Canterbury that 
he had seen, in the possession of the late Sir James Bland Burgess, 
a similar dagger considered to be the identical one used by Burke, 
I made further inquu’ies of his son, Sir Charles MontoHeu Lamb, 
on the subject of my doubts, which were confirmed on reference 
to the letter in the text. 

At the period of this speech of Burke Sir James Bland Bur- 
gess (then Mr. Burgess) was member for Helston, and Under- 
secretary of State for the Foreign Department ; and I am indebted 
to Sir Charles Lamb’s kindness for the following account of the 
cu’cumstances respecting the dagger, which he has, and which clearly 
is the identical one used by Burke, and which, like the one formerly 
in Lord Chancellor Eldon’s possession and now in mine, is a foot 
long in the blade, and about five inches in the handle, of coarse 
woi'kmanship, and might serve either for a dagger or a pikeliead. 

“ The history of it,” says Sir Charles, “ is, that it was sent to a 
manufacturer at Bh'mingham, as a pattern, with an order to make a 
large quantity like it. At that time the order seemed so suspicious, 
that instead of executing it, he came to London and called on my 
father at the Secretary of State’s Ofiice, to inform him of it and 
ask his advice : and he left the pattern with him. Just after, hlr. 
Burke called, on his way to the House of Commons, and upon my 
father mentioning the thing to him, borrowed the dagger to show 
in the House. They walked down to the House together, and 
when Mr. Burke had made his speech, my father took the d.aggcr 
again, and kept it as a curiosity.” 
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young innn, of wliom they declared he had taken undue ad- 
vantage, about 17,000/. and all co?!.*;, and the fellow i.*^ fool 
enough to suppose he can retrieve his ehanictcr by insulting 
me. I have acted at the written rccpiest of about a dor.cn 
very honourable people, in all I have done, and all I have 
declined to do. The thing has given me a deal of plague, hut 
I hope it will be over soon.*’ 

The troublesome pensou, mentioned in this letter, 
•was a member of Parliament, named ^bickrcth. Sir 
John Scott, by the advice of his friends at tlie Bar, 
declined to meet such an antagonist in the way pro- 
posed, and put a stop to the annoyance In* an appeal 
to the law. The challenger was coin'ictcd of a l)rench 
of the peace, and sentenced by the Court of King’s 
Bench, in the following May, to six weeks’ iTUprison- 
ment, and a fine of 100^. 
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CHAPTER XL 
1793—1794. 

SIE JOHN SCOTT APPOINTED ATTORNEY GENEKAL. — STATE OF THE 

COUNTRY. TRAITOROUS CORRESPONDENCE BILL. PROSECUTION 

OF FROST : PRINCIPLE FOR THE DISCRETION OF A LAIY OFFICER. 

. — STOCKBRIDGE DISFRANCHISEJIENT BILL. CONVICTIONS OF 

SEESSRS. MUIR AND PALMER FOR SEDITION IN SCOTLAND. — 3IR. 

Sheridan’s motion against the solicitation of voLUNTiVRY 

SUPPLIES : “ PREVIOUS QUESTION : ” ITS MEANING AND USE : 

ANSWER OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL : STORY TOLD BY MR. FOX. 

LORD THURLOW’S SARCASM ON THE ATTORNEY GENERAL. — ■ 

DUKE OF SUSSEX’S FIRST MARRIAGE. — THE ATTORNEY GENERAL’S 
PLEASANTRY UPON LORD THURLOAV. 

Eaely in 1793, the promotion of the Attorney Ge- 
neral, Sir Archibald Macdonald, to the office of Lord 
Chief Baron of the Exchequer, made room for the 
Solicitor General, who, by patent dated February 13. 
1793, became Attorney Genei’al. His seat being thus 
again vacated, a new Avrit Avas issued on that day, 
and he was re-elected for Weobly on the 20th. Sir 
John Mitford, afterwards Lord Redesdale, succeeded 
him as Solicitor General. 

It Avas in a season of no common difficulty and 
anxiety, that Sir John Scott entered upon his neA\' 
office. In the beginning of the year, the King of 
France had been put to death by his subjects, and 
the French minister at the Court of St. James’s had 
been directed b}'' the British GoA^ernment to quit tliis 
country; and, in February, a message to the tAVO 
Houses of Parliament bad acquainted them Avith ids 
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Majesty’s declaration of war against France. The 
worst principles of the revolutionary agitators liad 
been studiously propagated on this side of the chan- 
nel: and tbe republican clubs of Paris were in innne- 
mediate communication -with various societies in Eng- 
land and Scotland. At such a crisis, it was of the 
utmost importance that the Government not only 
should possess fiminess to exercise the constitutional 
powers of the Cro-\vn, but should enjoy so fully the 
confidence of Parliament, as to be capable of calling 
with effect for any legislative assistance which might 
be necessary to cut off treasonable intercourse and 
suppress domestic sedition. The knowledge, the 
courage, and the judgment, required in such circum- 
stances from the law officers of the Crovm, were never 
more eminently combined than in the newly-appointed 
Attorney General. 

Among the most mischievous dealings between 
England and France was, obviously, the supply of 
arms, stores, provisions, clothing, bullion, and other 
sinews of war, to the revolutionary leaders at Paris. 
In the reigns of William and Mary*, and of Annef, 
the legislature had specially interfered for the tem- 
porary prevention of traffic in military and naval 
stores, by the penalties of high treason ; and, upon 
the principle of the acts so passed, the British Govern- 
ment now sought to establish, during the existing 
war, a penal, measure of the same kind, remitting, 
however, the incidents of forfeiture and corruption of 
blood. Again, among the principal means on which 
the French relied for defraying the cost of their hos- 

* 3 W. &. M. cli. 13. 

t 3 & 4 Anne, ch. 13. — in tlie common editions, eh'. 14. 
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tilities, was tlie disposal of tlie confiscated estates: 
and thus tlie prevention of any British investment in 
purchases, or mortgages, of French lands, became an 
object: of 'two-fold importance, as it would abridge the 
enemy’s means of hostility, and as it would withhold 
British subjects from becoming interested in the 
enemy’s territory. The British Government therefore 
proposed to render every investment in the lands or 
public funds of the enemy an act of high treason. 
On the same principle of preventing a British interest 
in hostile property, the marine insurance of ships or 
goods belonging to the enemy was treated by the 
Government of England as inconsistent with good 
policy j and still more the insurance of warlike stores 
and provisions on then.’ voyage to the enemy’s domi- 
nions, whosoever might be the owner. These trans- 
actions it was proposed to prohibit, under pain of 
imprisonment ; and the same kind of penalty was 
held out against the transit of British subjects to or 
from the dominions of France, except under special 
licence from the Crown. But as it was at first 
thought expedient, with respect to the treasons con- 
stituted by this act, that they should not involve 
forfeiture or corruption of blood, — so, on the other 
hand, it was originally intended that the defendant 
should not enjoy the peculiar protections allowed (in 
treasons involving those extreme penalties) by the 
statutes of 7 Wm. 3. chap. 3., and 7 Anne, chap. 21., 
which require the offence to be proved by the oatli of 
two witnesses, and entitle the defendant to fiiH 
defence by counsel, to a copy of his indictment, and 
to other advantages. 

The preparation of a bill for the efi’cctiiation of 
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these several objects, v?’as devolved upon the Attorney 
General, who accordingly, on the 15th of hlarch, 
1793, introduced to the House of Commons the 
measure generally known by the name of the Trai- 
torous Correspondence Bill. 

It was met by Mr. Fox and his party in both 
Houses of Parliament with the most vehement resist- 
ance. They represented it as brought forward for no 
other purpose than to spread a false alarm. The 
Attorney General, they said, had not ventured to 
prosecute a single indmdual for any offence against 
the allegiance of a British subject; and yet the 
country was defamed as being in a state to require an 
aggravation of the treason laws. The attempt at 
preventing the supply of arms and stores would be a 
futile one ; because prohibitions upon any trade were 
always found unavailing against a large profit. The 
particular prohibition suggested in this bill was 
more especially injurious, in that it denounced the 
penalties of high treason, not only against the. actual 
supply of contraband stores, but even against the 
bare agreement for supplying them ; and it was con- 
trary to the true principles of criminal jurisprudence 
thus to place inchoate and complete crimes in the same 
degree. The Statute of Frauds forbids any suit upon 
a verbal agreement for a sale of more than 101 . value; 
and yet this bill would, upon such mere agreement, 
deprive a man of his life: and this, too, on the 
evidence of a single witness, since the ordinary pro- 
tections, requiring two witnesses in trials for high 
treason, were' not intended to attach. The pro- 
hibition to lay out money in French lands or funds. 
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was a violation of tliat right to dispose of property, 
wliich, in every free country, is considered as de- 
serving the highest protection of the law. . As far as 
the French funds were concerned, there were these two 
peculiar objections to the prohibition; first, that it 
would be retaliated by France, so as to drive all 
French capital out of the funds of England ; and, se- 
condly, that the French government w^ould be gamers, 
and not losers, by any measure which should have the 
effect of forcing Frenchmen to employ their capital in 
their own funds. If new treason laws were now to be 
enacted, they ought, at all events, to be accompanied 
with the same protections which were given in other 
cases of treason, by the statutes of 7 W. 3. ch. 3. 
and 7 Anne, ch. 21. The non-infliction of forfeiture 
and of corruption of blood, under the present bill, 
was no valid reason for withholding those protections: 
for in other cases of treason, although the penalties 
of forfeiture and corruption of blood were no longer 
to exist after the death of the Pretender’s last sur- 
viving issue, the Cardinal of York, the protections 
were to continue permanent. And it was material 
to consider, that the words by which this bill pro- 
posed that it should be treason in any of the Icing’s 
subjects to do the acts thereby forbidden, included the 
king’s subjects in Ireland, ujDon whom the British 
parliament had no right to exercise its legislation. 
The prohibition against an Englishman’s returning 
to his OAvn countiy was pre-eminently monstrous; 
it was to give the Icing a power of banishing, for tlie 
•whole continuance of the war, any British subject in 
France. The prohibition of insurance was less ini- 
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portant, but it Avas impolitic; because the clear 
profit of the imcler writer, which was the excess ol 
the premium beyond the actual value ol the rislc, 
was just so much gained to the country granting the 
insurance. 

To these arguments it was answered, by the At- 
torney General and other members of the govern- 
ment, that the original precedent, of this bill, tlui 
statute of 3 W. & ^L, was made in the most consti- 
tutional days of British history, and would be the 
safest guide in this perilous time. A certain degree 
of constraint might be nccessaiy for the jn'cservation 
of liberty itself, as men besieged would sometimes 
voluntarily cut off all external communication, and 
actually imprison themselves for their own safety. 
The acts proposed to bo prohibited were to be mea- 
sured, not by their moral tur 2 )itude, but hy their 
present tendency to injure tlie community. Tlierc 
was no valid analogy in reasoning from civil actions 
to criminal prosecutions. Tlie clause prohibiting the 
purchase of lands was a new one, but it was called 
for by the peculiarity of the conjuncture. The con- 
fiscated estates of proprietors driven into exile were 
now the main fund of the French government ; the 
terms on which the land was oifered were the most 
advantageous, and yet there were no purcliasers in 
France; so that to foreign capital alone could the 
revolutionary leaders look for means of carrying on 
the war. And with reference to the soil and to the 
funded securities of France, as well as to the mari- 
time insurance of her property, it was desirable, at 
such a juncture, to prevent British subjects from 
becoming in any way mixed up with her interests. 

VOL. I. -P 
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The exemption from forfeiture and corruption of 
blood appearing to several members an insufficient 
ground for excluding the protections provided for 
defendants in high treason by the statutes 7 "W. 3. 
ch. 3. and 7 Anne, ch. 21., the exemption was 
struck out, and the bill made to include all the 
penalties, and carry Avith it all the protections, which 
are incident to high treason in general. The objec- 
tion as to Ireland was met by confining the operation 
of the measure to offenders in Great Britain ; and 
the clause which made it an offence, punishable with 
imprisonment, for an Englishman to return to his 
own country without license, was given up, although 
in the statute 3 W. & M. such a return had been 
subjected to the penalty of imprisonment, and in the 
statute of 3 & 4 Anne to the penalties of high 
treason. 

With these modifications, the bill passed into a 
law, under the title of “ An Act more effectually 
“ to prevent, during the present war between Great 
“ Britain and France, aU traitorous correspondence 
“ with, or aid or assistance being given to, His 
“ Majesty’s enemies:” 33 Geo. 3. ch. 27. It expired, 
like each of the acts on which it AAns founded, Avith 
the war, to which it was made applicable ; but the 
Attorney General’s immediate connection AHth ib 
and the importance which attaches to tlie Avholc series 
of these temporary acts as a class of precedents in 
AAnr, liaA'^e been considered to require this digest of its 
character, chief contents, and liistory. 

Some degree of public excitement had been occa- 
sioned by the prosecution AAdiich the preceding 
Attorney General, Sir Archibald Macdonald, had 
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instituted ngainst Thomas Pninc\ at the close ol 1702, 
for Ills notorious work. The ITights of !Mun. In llic 
hegimhng of 1703, a grand jury of the county of 
Middlesex found a l)ill of indictment for seditious 
words against another politician of the same sort, an 
attorney, named John Frost. As Sir Archilmld 
Macdonald, by whom this indictment likewise was 
originally preferred, had been raised to the bench 
before it came on for trial, the discretion of con- 
tinuing or discontinuing the prosec\ition devolved 
on his successor. Sir John Scott: and he resolved to 
persevere. Of this case, which was tried on the 27th 
of May, 1793, the circumstances were sliortl}*, that on 
the evening of the 6th of the November preceding, 
Frost, who had been dining with a parly at the Percy 
Coffee ’House, came into the public coffee-room, and 
that, being there asked, by an accpiaintance who 
laiew that he had lately returned from France, how 
matters went on in that country, Frost answered, 
“ I expect soon to go there again : I am for equality : 
“ I can see no reason why an}^ man should not be 
“ upon a footing mth another : it is every man’s 
“ birthright.” That he was asked, what he meant 
by equality : to which he answered, “ Wh}^ I mean 
“ no Idng. The constitution of tins country is a bad 
one.” That there was then a strong expression of 
displeasure from the persons present ; upon which a 
gentleman got him to the door, and induced him to 
go out. It was intimated by Mr. Ersldne for the 
defence, that the evidence was given in breach of the 
confidence of private life, and that Sir John Scott 
was persisting in the prosecution, not because it had 
his own approbation, but because it had been devolved 
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Upon him by his predecessor. — “I protest/* said Sir 
J ohn Scott, in his reply, — 

“ I protest agaiast that doctriae, that the Attorney-General 
‘‘ of England is bound to j)rosecute, because some other set of 
“ men choose to recommend it to him to prosecute, he dis- 
“ approving of that prosecution. He has it in Ms power to 
“ choose whether he will or not, and he will act accordhig to 
“ Ms sense of duty. Do not understand me to be using a 
language so impertinent as to say, that the opinions of sober- 
minded persons in any station in life, as to the necessity 
“ that calls for a prosecution, ought not deejdy to affect Ms 
judgment. But I say it is his duty to regulate Ms jiMg- 
ment by a conscientious pursuance of that which is recom- 
mended to him to do ; and if any tMng is recommended to 
him w^Mch is thought by other persons to be for tlie good 
of the country, but w^Mch he thinks is not for the good of 
the couutiy, no man ought to be in the office "who Avould 
“ hesitate to say, ^ My conscience must direct me, yom* judg- 
** ^ ment shall not direct me.’ And I know I can do this : 

I can retue into a situation in wMch I shall enjoy what, 
“ under the blessings of that constitution thus reviled, is 
“ perhaps the best proof of its being a valuable constitution — 
“ I mean the fair fruits of a lumible industry, anxiously and 
“ conscientiously exercised in the fair and honourable pursuits 
of life. I state, therefore, to my learned friend, that I 
“ cannot accept that compliment ■which he paid me, when lie 
‘‘ supposed it -svas not my act to brmg this prosecution before 
“ you, because it "was not Avhat I myself could approve. 

“ Certainly this prosecution i\’^as not instituted by me ; but 
“ it "svas instituted by a person, ■whose conduct, in the humane 
exercise of his duty, is ■well known, and I speak in the 
“ presence of many who have been long and often witnesses 
“ to it ; and ivhcn it devolved upon me to examine the merits 
“ of this prosecution, it ■was my bounden duty to examine,^ 

“ and it was my bounden duty to sec if this was a breach ol 
the sweet confidences of iirivatc life. If this was a story 
“ brought from behind this gentleman’s chair by his servants, 

“ I Clin hardty figure to myself the case in which the public 
“ necessity and expediency of a prosecution should be so 
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‘‘ strong as to break in upon the relations of private life. 
“ But is tins prosecution to be so represented? When a man 
goes into a coffee-room, wbo is, from bis profession, certainly 
not ignorant of tbe respect wbicb the laws of his country 
“ require from him as much as from any other man, and 
“ when he in that public coffee-house (provided it was an 
“ advised speaking), uses a language, which I admit it is cleai*, 
upon the evidence given you to-day, provoked the indig- 
nation (if you please so to call it) of all who heard it — 
“ when persons, one, two, three, or more, come to ask him 
what he meant by it — when he gives them the explanation, 
“ and when he makes the offensive words still more offensive 
by the explanation that he repeatedly gives — will any 
“ man tell me, that if he goes into a public coffee-house, 
“ whether he comes into it from up stairs, or whether he goes'' 
into it from the street, that he is entitled to the protection 
“ that belongs to the confidences of private life, or that it 
is a breach of the duties that result out of the confidences 
" of private life to punish him ?”* 

The jury pronounced the defendant guilty. 

The 27th of May produced a debate in the House of 
Commons, upon the bUl for preventing bribery and 
corruption in the elections at Stockbridge. This was 
one of a series of attempts at throwing open the right 
of voting in particular boroughs to more numerous 
constituencies, on the ground of abuses committed by 
considerable numbers of the existing electors. To this 
bill, as well as to the other attempts of a like nature, 
which were made from time to time till the passing of 
the Reform Act in 1832, the great lawyer who is the 
subject of these memoirs was steadfastly adverse. 

The ground-work, he observed, was the report of an elec- 
tion committee, before which tribunal the individual voters im- 
phcated had no opportunity of defending themselves. Such a 

* 22 Howell’s State a-a-ials, pp. 510, 511. 
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bill was, moreover, a bill of pains and penalties, anerporf 
facto law ; and he was not -willing to punish any man’s offence 
by a law which did not exist when that offence was committed. 
If such bills were favom-ed merely as steps to parliamentary 
reform, it would be more manly and more consonant with the 
general principles of justice to bring in at once a dhect mea- 
siue for reforming the representation, than to attempt that 
object by means repugnant to the laws of England and to 
every idea of sound jiu’isprudence. 

On a division, the Stockbridge Bill was thrown 
out. 

The revolutionary poison, distributed by the French 
republicans, had now begun to operate extensively 
among that ever-irritable class of the public, whom 
idleness, ignorance, a violent temper, and a shallow 
understanding, predispose to receive with willing 
ears the “leperous distilment.” A time therefore 
was considered by the government to have arrived, 
when the safety of the state required prosecutions, 
which should involve heavier consequences than those 
attaching under the English law to mere sedition. 
The first experiments were made m Scotland, the 
courts of law in that part of the kingdom having 
then unrestricted power (since reduced by G Geo. i- 
ch. 47.) to visit sedition with the penalty of trans- 
portation. Accordingly Mr. j\Iuir, of Hunter’s Hill? 
and the Bev. Thomas Fysshe Palmer, being scvc- 
rallj’’ convicted of this offence, (the former before 
the High Court of Justiciary in Edinburgh, in tlic 
month of August, 1793, and the latter, in the 
tember of the same year, before the Circuit Court oi 
Justiciary at Perth,) were sentenced to transjmrto- 
tion, kir. Muir for fourteen years, and ^Ir. Palmer 
for seven. These judgments, which, though they 
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may not liave exceeded the necessity of the case, 
were startling to those acquainted only with the mild 
tenor of the English law, produced much animad- 
version in both Houses of Parliament. After several 
motions, on all of which the government had been 
upheld by large majorities, Mr. Adam, on the 25th 
of March, 1794, moved for a committee to revise the 
law of Scotland, and the powers and process of her 
courts in matters of this nature ; but was strongly 
opposed by the Attorney General, who relied on the 
compact of the Union, and vindicated the principle 
of discretionary punishment ; and the proposed Com- 
mittee was refused. The question was finally set at 
rest by a resolution, which the Lord Chancellor Lough- 
borough moved and carried in the House of Lords, 
“ That there is no ground for interfering in the 
“ practice of the established Courts of Criminal Jus- 
“ tice, as administered under the Constitution, and 
“ by which the rights, liberties, and properties, of 
“ all ranks of subjects are protected.” 

Another constitutional question was mooted in the 
House of Commons on the 28th of March, when the 
Attorney General resisted a resolution, moved by 
Mr. Sheridan, “ That it is a dangerous and micon- 
“ stitutional meaHire for the Executive Government 
“ to soheit money from the people, as a private aid, 
“ loan, benevolence, or subscription, for pubhc pur- 
“ poses, without the consent of Parliament.” 

Mr. Sheridan complained, that application had been made 
tln'ongh the Secretary of State to the lords-hentenants of 
counties, to promote a subscription among the people, not 
within the control or cognizance of Parliament, — and this, 
even wliile Parliament was sitting. Such a levy, he con- 
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tended^ was contrary to tlie principles of a representative 
constitution, inconsistent with good and ancient usages, and 
in itself unfit as a source of revenue. 

The Attorney General met this motion by what is 
called “ the previous question.” This does not mean, 
as is very commonly supposed, that question which, 
on the hst of notices or orders of the day, may 
happen to stand immediately previous to the motion 
thus resisted ; hut means simply the question, whe- 
ther it he the pleasure of the House that the resisted 
motion be put to the vote at all. It is chiefly where 
the resisted motion goes to affirm some proposition, 
which, though true, it may not he seasonable to" 
assert, or upon which, from its abstract nature, the 
expression of a parhamentary opinion may be im- 
prudent or superfluous, that the previous question,' 
viz. whether such resisted motion shall be j)ut to the 
vote at all, is found a useful fonn of procedure. The 
House is then protected by it from committing itself 
to indiscreet generahties j while the individual mem- 
bers who vote that the resisted motion shall not be 
put, are understood as not concluding themselves 
with respect to its merits, or to the determination 
they might have given upon it if it had been suf- 
fered to go to a direct division. 

In proposing, on tliis occasion, to substitute tlie pre^^ous 
question for the abstract resolution moved by Mr. Slieridrm, 
the Attorney General demonstnited, from legal and from his- 
torical authorities, ancient as well as niodcni, that voluntary 
aids are strictly consonant both with the piinciplcs and with 
the practice of the British Constitution ; and pointed out, that 
although ISIr. Fox’s friends, the Lords Camden and Ashburton, 
had, in 1778, when opposed to the Government, been jid\ er.-e 
to the opening of a subscription for the American war, yet, 
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in 1782, the Cabinet of Mr. Fox and Lord Shelburne, of 
which the two noblemen before mentioned were members, 
had issued eircular letters, in which subscriptions were re- 
commended for the augmentation of the means of national 
defence. 

Mr. Fox replied, that, having collected from Mr. Pitt’s 
intimations on a former night some intention on the part of 
ministers to charge him with inconsistency, he had been cmi- 
ous to learn by whom the charge was to be brought. The 
Chancellor of the Exehequer, himself obnoxious to such 
imputations, was not likely to undertake the service. I 
was pretty eertain, therefore,” eontinued Mr. Fox, “^‘that 
this charge of inconsistency must come from some young 
“ member : as a young member would be the least liable to 
have the charge of inconsistency retorted upon him. The 
contest, for some time, upon whom this duty should fall, 
" seemed to lie between a young member (Mr. Jenkinson) 
and the learned gentleman who made the motion, and who, 
though not a. .young member, is yormg in respect of the 
‘‘ transactions of which he has taken upon himself to speak. 
“ It would have been an object of amusement to have had a 
“ view of the divan, when consulting who was the fittest 
person to discharge this important duty. It puts me in 
“ mind of a ridiculous story, which I shall take the liberty to 
“ relate: — An Englishman, in a French lodging, being im- 
“ perfectly acquainted with the language of the people, and 
“ having occasion for the assistance of the maid, could dis- 
“ cover no other way of expressing his ideas, but by calling 
for la pucelle. The women in the house were in a dreadful 
“ dilemma, on hearing this demand repeatedly enforced ; and 
“ at length a ghi of seven years of age was presented to the 
“ traveller, as best answering the description of the person 
“ he requh’ed. In conformity to this rule, the virgin pmlty 
of the learned Attorney General was pitched upon by 
“ the minister, to expose political prostitution and incon- 
sistency.” * 

The vote being taken upon -the previous question, 

* 31 Pari. Hist. pp. 112, 113. 
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tlie House decided, by a large majority, that ]\Ir. She- 
ridan’s motion should not be put ; and a similar fate 
attended a similar motion, made on the same evening, 
by the Earl of Lauderdale, in the House of Lords. 

As Sir John Scott’s reputation increased, the 
Prince of Wales became curious to learn the real 
merits of a larpyer so highly estimated by his party, 
and by the public. “I should like to hear your 
opinion of him,” said the Prince to Lord Thuiiow. 
“ Sir,” said Lord Thurlow, “ I knoTv him to be a very 
sound lawyer, and a very honest man.” In after- 
times, when it devolved upon Lord Eldon, as the 
Chancellor of George the Third, to take part in pro- 
ceedings distasteful to the Prince, Ms Eoyal High- 
ness said tauntingly to Lord Thmlow, “ lATiat tMnk 
“ you now, my Lord, of your old friend Scott, whom 
“ you puffed to me as a sound lawyer, and an honest 
“ man ? ” — “ Indeed, Sir,” answered Thurlow, whose 
advanced age had abated neither Ms convenient court- 
liness nor Ms jocular coarseness, “ I think he has lost 
“ the little law he once had, and is become a very 
“ great scoundrel.” 

In the next story, the triumph is with Sir John 
Scott. The Anecdote Book relates it thus : — 

“ After the Duke of Sussex had married Lady 
Augusta j\Iurray, which marriage was in la'W’- void 
because the King had not consented to it, the whole 
transaction was examined into before the Ih’ivy 
Council. The lady’s mother was much questioned 
by Lord Thurlow, with a view of iwoving that, lier 
daughter being much older tlian the Diikc, the 
voiinG: man had been taken in. She could not, how- 
ever, recollect what her daiigliter’s age was. — it 
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secTned singular tliat banns should be published, 
where one of the parties was of the Iloyal Family, 
and that the clerg-jmian pubhshing the banns should 
not be struck upon the reading of the name; it 
appeared, however, that in the parish there were 
many of the name (I think Augustus Frederick) 
by which he was called in the publication. — Then, 
great blame was imputed to the rector for publishing 
the banns without inquiry as to the residence of the 
parties in the parish: so it was proposed to call 
upon the clergy of the church, St. George’s, Hanover 
Square, to account for the marriage having taken 
place by banns, vdthout the proper residence of the 
party in the parish, and -without their knowing the 
parties. The rector first appeared: he said he had 
two most respectable curates, and he had alwa3'S most 
solemnly enjoined them not to marry parties without 
ha-ving first inquired about their residence. The 
curates were then examined, and they said theirs was 
a most respectable parish clerk, who wore a govm, 
and they had always most soleimily given a like in- 
junction to him. The clerk was then called, and he 
declared that no man in the parish had a more ex- 
cellent careful -wife than he had, and that he daily 
gave her most solemnly a like injunction. She then 
made her appearance, and said that she must some- 
times be about her o-\vn, and not about parish busi- 
ness ; but that she had two female servants, as discreet 
as any in- the parish, and she had always given them 
a like solemn inj miction, when any body brought a 
paper about publication of banns in her and her 
husband’s absence, to make proper inquiries about 
the parties’ residence. All this put Lord Thurlow 
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out of 'humour, and lie then said to me angrily, ‘ Sir, 
why have you not prosecuted, under the Act of Par- 
liament, all the parties concerned in this abominable 
marriage V To which I answered, ‘ That it was a 
very difficult business to prosecute — that the Act, 
it was understood, had been drawn by Lord Mansfield, 
and Mr. Attorney General Tliurlow, and Mr. Solicitor 
General Wedderburne, and unluckily they had made 
all parties present at the marriage guilty of felony ,* 
and as nobody could prove the marriage except a 
-person who had been present at it, there could be no 
prosecution, because nobody present could be com- 
pelled to be a witness.’ — This put an end to the 
matter. Afterwards there was a suit in the Commons, 
and the marriage was there declared void.” 
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CHAPTER XII. 

1794. 

REVOLUTIONARY SOCIETIES. — 5IESSAGE TO PARLIAIMENT. — SUS- 
PENSION OP THE HABEAS CORPUS ACT. — PROSECUTIONS OF 
HARDY AND OTHERS, FOR HIGH TREASON : INDICTJtBNT : COUN- 
SEL. — TRIAL OF HARDY. — OUTLINE OF FACTS. SPEECHES OF 

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL, MR. ERSRINE, MR. GIBES, AND THE 
SOLICITOR GENERAL : SUMMING UP OF LORD CHIEF JUSTICE EYRE. 
— STATE OP PUBLIC PEELING, AND DANGER OP THE ATTORNEY 
GENERAL : VERDICT OP ACQUITTAL. — TRIAL AND ACQUITTAL OP 

THE REV. J. HORNE TOOKE. TEMPER AND CONDUCT OF THE 

ATTORNEY GENERAL AND MR. ERSKINE : HUMOUR OP AIR. TOOKE. 
— TRIAL AND ACQUITTAL OF TBELWALL. — DISCONTINUANCE OF 
THE REMAINING PROSECUTIONS. — LORD ELDON’s VINDICATION 
OF HIS OIVN COURSE. 

The convictions of Mr. Muir and Mr. Palmer Pad 
been followed by tbe separate trials and convictions of 
three other Scotch agitators, — Mr. Skirving and Mr. 
Margarot in January, 1794, and Mr. Gerald in 
March of the same year, — who were all sentenced to 
fourteen years’ transportation. But these examples 
in Scotland, though useful in that country, were quite 
ineffectual to repress seditious movement in the 
southern part of Great Britain, where the maximum 
of punishment was so much lower. Political societies 
were assembling in formidable numbers throughout 
England, ostensibly for the object of working a 
reform in the parliamentary representation of the 
people, but really with a view, on the part of their 
most active leaders, to the substitution of a repub- 
hcan for a monarchical pohcy. The first principles of 
govermnent had not been made the subjects of po- 
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pular excitement since that great conflict between 
royalist and democratic opinions, which terminated in 
the .restoration of Charles the Second: and the 
theories of revolution were now revived with a zeal 
and activity proportioned to the length of time during 
wliich they had been dormant. The principal seats 
of the new associations were the commercial and 
manufacturing towns, where large bodies could be 
congregated at short notices and on frequent occa- 
sions. The people so confederated were chiefly of 
the lower ranks, men dissatisfied with the existing 
distribution of the world’s goods, — the orators and 
other leaders among them persuading themselves that 
their talents merited a wider and more lucrative 
sphere of action, — and the hearers and followers in 
general hoping to catch, by a scramble, what they 
had not patience to earn by regular industry.' The 
higher classes endeavoured to stem the mischief by a 
counter-association against republicans and levellers ; 
but this had little influence: and the government 
now decided to institute in England measures corre- 
sponding, as nearly as the difference of laws and 
circumstances would permit, ■with the policy pursued 
in Scotland. Accordingly, on the 12th of May, 1794, 
a ro 3 ^al message was brought to the Plouse of Com- 
mons by Mr. Dundas, then Secretary of State for the 
Home Department, acquainting the House that his 
hlajcsty had received information of seditious jn'acticcs 
carried on by corresponding societies, directed to tiic 
assemblage of a general convention, and tending to 
the mischiefs already prevalent in France ; tlia(. 
the books and papers of those societies in Tjondon 
had consequently been seized : that his iflaj(’s(y s 
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directions liad been given to lay them before the 
House : and that his Majesty recommended it to par- 
liament to consider them and take the necessary 
measures of precaution and defence. On the follow- 
ing day the books and papers were presented, and 
referred to a secret committee of twenty-one members, 
who made their first report on the 16th. The cir- 
cumstances detailed in that paper were considered by 
ministers to be of a nature requiring the immediate 
suspension of the Habeas Corpus Act : and on the 
same eve nin g, therefore, a bill to that effect was pro- 
posed by Mr. Pitt, in a motion wherem he gave an 
outhne of the leading facts contained in the report : 

A plan, he said, had been concocted, having for its object 
a convention of the people, which was to supersede the re- 
presentative capacity of that House, and arrogate the whole 
legislative power to itself. Heform had been made the 
pretext of the societies conducting this design, but was far 
from being then true object. Their system, which had been 
for two years in preparation, was founded on the modern and 
monstrous doctrine of the Rights of Man — that doctrine which 
had wrought the destruction of France, and the confusion of 
all Europe. The societies in England had sent delegates to 
the National Convention in Paris ; had continued to act with 
the Jacobin faction, and to foUow its forms and proceedings, 
even after its declaration of hostilities against this country ; 
and had pursued a settled design to disseminate its pernicious 
principles : for which purpose, as the report would show, a 
list had been prepared by them, of towns containing large, 
ignorant, and restless multitudes, likely to concur in the 
proposed designs, and to spread them by branch societies. 
In particular, the agitators had corresponded with the British 
Convention at Edinburgh, had taken up the cause of its 
legally convicted members, and had expressly made the con- 
demnation of those guilty persons the signal for coming to 
the issue, whether they should yield to the law, or oppose it 
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by insurrection. Still stronger was that part of the case 
which related to a society in London^ mean in talent and 
education, yet formidable in proportion to that very mean- 
ness' — a society already containing in the metropolis no 
fewer than thirty divisions of several hundred persons each, 
corresponding with other associations among the discontented 
population of the manufactming towns; and assmning a 
power to prescribe limits, beyond which, if parliament pre- 
sumed to pass, the termination of its very existence was 
threatened. Meanwhile, arms had been procured and ex- 
tensively distributed. Now although, in his judgment, the 
designs of the conspirators w'ere not lilcely to have succeeded, 
they were mischievous enough to require instant precaution : 
and the resomee he wmuld propose at present w’^as a bill for 
the temporary suspension of the Habeas Corpus Act, as to 
persons suspected of conspiracy against the Crown. 

Mr. Fox, Mr. Grey, Mr. Slieridan, and other Wliig 
members resisted this proposal, wliich was suj^ported 
by Mr. Burke and the Attorney General. The bill 
was brought in and carried in the same sitting, after 
repeated divisions, through all its stages except the 
third reading, which was adjourned to the following 
afternoon, that of Saturday the 17th. The debate 
and divisions upon, and arising out of, the third read- 
ing, occupied 'the House till three o’clock on the 
Sunday morning, when the bill passed. On the 
Monday it was read a first time in the House of 
Lords, and on Thursday the 22d it was carried 
through its remaining stages there, against a vehe- 
ment though not numerous body of opponents. Its 
title was, “An Act to empower his ]\rajesty to secure 
“ and detain such persons as liis j^lajesty sliall sus- 
“ pect are conspiring against his person and govern- 
“ ment:” and it provided that parties ap])reh«'nded 
on such suspicion, under wai'rant from tlu^ Privy 
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Council, might he detained in custody until the 1st 
of F ehruary , 1795."^' 

So extensive was the combination against which 
the government had now resolved to direct the powers 
of the law, that the whole of the summer was required 
in preparing the cases selected for prosecution, and 
in marshalling the process against the various con- 
federates. On the 10th of September, the special 
commission was issued for the trials of these offenders. 
It was opened on the 2d of October, and on the 6th 
a true bill for high treason was returned by the 
grand jury against twelve men : — Thomas Hardy, 
shoemaker; John Horne Tooke,’ clerk; Steward Kyd, 
Esq. ; John Augustus Bonney, Jeremiah Joyce, Tho- 
mas Wardle, Thomas Holcroft, John Richter, Mat- 
thew Moore, and John Thelwall, gentlemen ; Richard 
Hodgson, hatter ; and John Baxter, labourer. A 
thirteenth, John Lovett, was indicted ; but against 
him the bill was ignored. 

The crime, with which Hardy and his fellow-pri- 
soners stood charged in the indictment, was that of 
high treason in compassing the death of the King. 
This compassing of the King’s death was alleged as 
the substantive treason ; and the overt acts of this 
compassing, that is, the acts done in prosecution of 
the design, were, as charged in the indictment, nine 
in number ; the first four relating to the assembling 
of a convention for the subversion of the government 
and deposition of the King ; the fifth, seventh, and 
eighth relating to a conspiracy for subverting the 
government and deposmg the King without any alle- 
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* 34 Geo. 3. cli. 54. 
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gation respecting a convention ; and the sixth and 
ninth relating to a conspiracy to levy war against 
the King within the realm. These overt acts may he 
indi-\ndnally abstracted thus: — 1. Consenting and 
conspiring to procure a convention for traitorously 
subverting the legislature and government, and for 
deposing the King. 2. Writing and publishing books 
and papers which contained incitements to the King’s 
subjects to send delegates to such traitorous conven- 
tion. 3. Consulting upon the assembling of such 
traitorous convention, and the manner, time, and 
place of holding it, and the means of inducing the 
King’s subjects to send delegates thereto. 4. Agree- 
ing that Horne Tooke and others of the prisoners (of 
whom Hardy was not one), with three other persons 
(not included in the indictment) should meet, confer, 
and co-o^ierate for assembling such traitorous con- 
vention. 5. Causing, and agreeing to, a provision of 
arms, for forcibly opposing the King in the execution 
of the laws of the realm, and for forcibly and traitor- 
ously subverting the legislature and government, and 
for aiding to depose the King. 6. j\Iecting, conspir- 
ing, and consultmg to lev)’’ war against the ]ung 
within the realm. 7. Meeting, conspiring, and con- 
sulting traitorously to subvert the legislature and 
government, and to depose the King. 8. Preparing, 
composing, publishing, and dispensing books and 
papers which contained incitements to the Kings 
subjects to assist in sucli traitorous subversion and 
deposition, and instructions to tliem, Iiow, wlicrc, and 
on what occasions tlic traitorous purposes last aiore- 
said might be effected. 0. and last, Jh'ovi<ling. and 



CnA2?GELL01l BLDON. 


24a 


agreeing to providcj arms, to "war, insurrection, 
and rebellion against tlic King 'svitliin bis kingdom. 

On tbe 25 tb of October, the prisoners having l)ecn 
arraigned and having pleaded not guilty, the Attorney 
General announced that, as their counsel desired they 
might be separatel)^ tried, lie ivould proceed first on 
the trial of Hardy; which was then, at the request of 
his counsel, acljoiirned to Tuesday the 28 th. 

On that day, at the Sessions House in the Old 
Bailey, the trial began. The counsel for the Crown, 
with Sir John Scott then Attorney General, were Sir 
John Mitford then Solicitor General, Serjeant Adair, 
Mr. Bearcroft, i\Ir. Bower, j\Ir. Law, j\rr. Garrow, and 
Mr. Wood. Hardy was defended by j\Ir. Ersldne and 
Sir. Gibbs, with whom, as assistant counsel, were 
Sir. Dampier, Sir. Felix Vaughan, and Sir. Gurney.^' 
The signal importance of the case, the extraordinary 
length of time which it occupied, and the great re- 
sponsibility which it imposed on the Attorney General, 
seem to require that, in any biographical account 
of him, some outline should be attempted of the main 
questions of fact and of law, which were raised by the 
trial. His opening speech occupied nine hours : and, 
that the reader may the better understand its grounds, 
the order of the actual proceeding has, in the follow- 
ing pages, been so far inverted, that the summary of 
the principal facts established by the evidence is here 
presented before the abstract of the openmg speech. 

•* jMr.Law, afterwards Lord Elleuborougli, Lord Cliief Justice 
of England : Mr. Garrow and All*. "Wood, afterwards Barons of the 
Exchequer: Mr. Erskine, afterwards Lord Ersldne and Lord 
Chancellor : Mr. Gibbs, afterwards Lord Chief Justice of the 
Common Pleas ; Mr. Dampier, afterwards a Judge of the King’s 
Bench : ami Mr. Gurney, now a Baron of the Exchequer. 
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The prisoner, Hardy, was secretary of an asso- 
ciation, called the London Corresponding Society, 
Avhich, in the spring of 1792, received its constitution 
from Mr. Horne Tooke. Its professed object was 
Parliamentary Reform : which was declared, (in one 
of its fundamental resolutions, signed by Hardy, and 
distributed gratis,) to be impracticable until the abo- 
lition of all 2 ^a,rtial privileges. The spirit of that re- 
solution will be sufficiently understood from the 
nature of the definitions which it laid down: for in- 
stance : “ Subject: Can only with propriety be ap- 
“ plied to a member of a state, whose government 
“ has been instituted by foreign conquest, or tlie 
“prevalence of a domestic faction. — ‘Republican: 
“ .One who wishes to promote the general welfare of 
“ lus country,” — &c. &c. 

On the 13th of July, Hardy, and five other mem- 
bers recommended by the Society for that purpose, 
were admitted as associated members of anotlier 
similar body, calling itself the Society for Consti- 
tutional Information. These Societies held corre- 
spondence and connection, or, according to the phrase 
of those days, were affiliated, with otliers of a lihe 
character, at Sheffield, Norwich, Derby, Stockport, 
and elsewhere. 

The London Societies, and the Associations con- 
nected with them, wore wont to quote, and hold up for 
public admiration, the great agitator of republicanism, 
Thomas Paine, who, one fortnight after Hardy's ad- 
mission into the Constitutional Society, was addressed 
by it in a letter, apjdauding “ the eminent services 
“ rendered to the ])ublic” by i\Ir. Paine’s “invaluable 
“ writings.” Those writings were disseminated in 
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clieap editions by some, if not all, of tbe Associations ; 
and tlie Corresponding Society, in a list of healths, 
drunk at one of its anniversaiy dinners and published 
in the newspapers, inserted this toast and sentiment, 

“ Citizen Thomas Paine: may his virtue rise superior 
“ to calumny and suspicion, and his name still he dear 
“ to Britons !” Among the papers seized in Hardy’s 
house, were tAvo printed books, one entitled, “ Letter 
by Thomas Paine to the People of France, published 
and distnbuted gratis by the London Corresponding 
Society^ (of which it will be remembered that Hardy 
was the secretary,) and the other a copj^ ol Paine’s 
“ Eights of Man” in the clieap edition. The folloAV- 
ing passages are a portion of the extracts read to 
the jury from the “ Rights of Man,” as evidence of 
the intentions of the Societies bj’’ whom that work 
and its author were adopted. Speaking of “ Govern- 
“ ment by hereditary succession,” the author says, — 

“ As the exercise of goA^ernment requires talents and abili- 
ties, and as talents and abilities cannot have hereditary 
“ descent, it is evident that hereditary succession requires a 
“ belief from man, to Avhich his reason carmot subscribe, and 
“ wliich can only be established upon his ignorance : and the 
more ignorant any country is, the hotter it is fitted for this 
“ species of government. A general revolution in the jirin- 
ciple and construction of governments is necessary. Though 
“ by force or contrivance it (government) has been usurped 
“ into an inlieritance, the usurpation cannot alter the right of 
“ things. Sovereignty, as a matter of right, appertains to the 
‘‘ nation only, and not to any individual. The romantic and 
“ harharous distinction of men into Idngs and subjects, though 
it may suit the condition of courtiers, cannot that of citi- 
“ zens. Every citizen is a member of the sovereignty, and, 
as such, can acknowledge no personal subjection : and his 
obedience can be only to the laws, jdll hereditary govern- 
ed 3 
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“ merit is in its natw'e tyranny. Bj continuing tliis absimlity, 
man is perpetually in contradiction witli Hmself : lie ac- 
‘‘ cepts for a king, or a chief magistrate/ or a legislator, a 
“ person whom he would not eleet for a constable ” 

The letter to the people of France was in much 
the same strain. Mr. Paine there said, — 

“ When the bagatelles of monarchy, royalty, regency, and 
hereditary succession shall he exposed, loith all their ahsiirdi- 
ties, a new ray of light will be thrown over the world, and 
‘‘ the revohition toill derive new strength hy being universally 
“ understood. It is now the cause of all nations against all 
“ courts'^ 

Several addresses, from republican societies in 
France to the London Constitutional Society, were 
seized in the house of Daniel Adams, the secretary of 
that body. One of them contained this appeal of the 
French to the English republicans ; “ Can ye any 
“ longer groan under the yoke of a government that 
“ has nothing of liberty but the name ? No, brethren 
“ and friends, no ! you loill soon lift yourselves up 
“ against that yoerfidious government of St. James’s, 
“ whose infernal i^olicy, like to that which found tis 
“ to77ih in the Thuille7'ies, has made so many vicliins 
“ in our two nations.” Another of these addresses 
entered into a justification of “ the 77 ccessary day ol 
“ the 10th of August, 1792.” The events of this 
lOth of August must be borne in mind, in order 
duly to estimate the character of the subsequent 
proceedings of the London Societies. On that day 
the palace of the Thnillerics, from which tlie king and 
the royal finnily had been obliged to fiy for their 
lives to the national assembly, was at lacked l>y a 
large body of insurgents, who massacred the guards 
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and domestics. The national assembly gave way to 
the rebels ; a national Convention was summoned to 
settle the future government; the King was provi- 
sionally suspended from his royal functions, and com- 
mitted to close custody ; and the executive power was 
vested in a new council. • 

- In the October next following these events, the 
London Corresponding Society, declaring themselves 
“ called upon to countenance the struggle of the 
“ French nation against despotism and aristocracy,” 
resolved upon addressing the French National Con- 
vention: and, among their announcements of this 
resolution, was a letter from them to a Society at 
Stockport, saying, “ Without entering into the pro- 
“ hable effects of such a measure, loliich your Society 
“ will not fail to discover^ we invite you to join us.” 
The draft of such an address was communicated by 
the London Corresponding Society to the other Asso- 
ciations. The draft transmitted to the Constitutional 
Society (in a letter dated the 11th of October, 1792, 
and signed by Margaret as chairman and Hardy as 
secretary) contained these, among other violent pas- 
sages : — 

- “If you succeed, as we ardently wish, the triple 
“ alliance, not of crowns, but of the peop)le of America, 
“ France, and Britaui, -will give freedom to Europe, 
“ and peace to the whole world.” — “ How well pur- 
“ chased ■will be, though at the expense of much blood, 
“ the glorious, the unprecedented advantage of say- 
“ ing, ^Mankind is free 1 Tyrants and tyranny are 
no wore/” — The Constitutional Society prepared 
an address of the same sort, and sent it to the'French 
Convention, mth a donation of a thousand pairs of 

, Q 4 
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shoes, and a promise of more, for “ the soldiers of 
liberty.” The address began thus : — 

“ Servants of a sovereign people and henef actors of 
“ manhind^ we rejoice that your Revolution has arrived 
“ at that point of perfection^ which will permit us to ad- 
“ dress you by this title.” It went on, “ From bosoms 
“ burning with ardour in your cause, we tender you 
“ our warmest vdshes for the full extent of its progress 
“ and success.” — “ The splendour of the French Ee- 
“ volution hurst forth upon the nations in the full 
“ fervour of a meridian sun, and displayed, in the 
“ midst of the European world, the practical 7'esidt of 
“ principles, which^M(?5t>y>/iy had sought in the shade 
“ of speculation, m-dwhichexpenencemust every toliere 
“ confirm” 

The delegates, employed by the Society to present 
this address at the bar of the French Convention, 
were Joel Barlow and John Frost. The former of 
these envoys had just published and transmitted, both 
to the Corresponding and to the Constitutional So- 
cieties, a letter addressed to the French Convention, 
in which he spoke of “ tlie cheat of 7'oyaltyf and ap- 
pealed to the experience of the Frcncli as proving 
“ that Kings can do no good.” This letter was com- 
municated by Hardy to liis ovti division of the Cor- 
responding Society, and read there in his presence, 
with loud plaudits : and the Constitutional Society, 
also in Hardy’s lU’esence, resolved to prepare an an- 
swer to Barlow, “ expressing liow mucli j)ride fins 
“ society fcclnt having elected him' a member.” Jt 
will be remembered that Frost, the other envoy, had 
shortly before been convicted of sedition, in declarmg 
before several persons, that he was for equality and 
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“ no King.” Barlow and Frost, in executing tlieir 
commission at tlie bar of tlie French Convention in 
November, 1792, concluded tbeir speech with these 
words : — “It would not be strange, if, in a period far 
“ short of what we should venture to predict, ad- 
“ dresses of felicitation should cross the seas to a 
“ National Convention in England." The president’s 
answer, which was found entered in the books of the 
Constitutional Society^ contained these phrases: — “You 
“ have addressed us with something more than good 
“ wishes ” (the supply of shoes for the soldiers), 
“ since the condition of our warriors has excited your 
“ solicitude. The defenders of our liberty will one 
“ day be the supporters of your own." — “ The moment 
“ cannot be distant, when the people of France will 
“ oifer their congratulations to a National Convention 
“ in England." — “ Generous Rejpuhlicans^ your ap- 
“ pearance in this place will form an epoch in the 
“ history of mankind.” 

A Society at Norvdch having written to Hardy on 
the 11th of November, 1792, to know whether “the 
“ generahty of the societies mean to rest satisfied 
“ with the Duke of Kichmond’s plan only,” (that of 
universal sufirage and annual election), “ or whether 
“ it is their private design to rip up monarchy by the 
“ roots., and pilace democracy in its stead f Hardy, 
who had, on the 1st of the preceding October, been 
appointed, by division No. 2. of the Corresponding 
Society, to be its delegate to the standing committee 
of the several divisions, reported this Norwich letter 
to his own division ; but “ they suspected that this 
“ was to draw them into some unguarded expressions, 
“ and declined answering.” An answer, however, 
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■\vas written by ]\'Iargarot, of wMcb a draft or copy 
was found in Hardy’s bouse. It stated, that the 
committee of the Corresponding Society “mean to 
“ disseminate political Imowledge, and thereby engage 
“ the judicious part of the nation to demand a re- 
“ storation of their rights in annual parliaments,” 
to be elected by universal suifrage : that the com- 
mittee “look upon the ttajling’^ (the word struck 
out and the word trifling substituted) “ differences 
“ that may have arisen between the several Societies ” 
“ to he of very little consequence, and think they will 
“ subside without any ways injuring the cause:” — 
and presently follows a recommendation “to leave 
“ monarchy, democracy, and even religion, cntircl}’’ 
“ aside.” The framers of this answer, however, not- 
withstanding the before-mentioned suspicion of nn 
attempt to entrap, make no disclaimer in it of the 
“ private design to rip up monarchy by the roots,” 
nor express any horror or indignation at being sup- 
posed capable of such an intention ; but wind up their 
epistle by declaring themselves “ friends to 2 :)eace, not 
“ anarchy, and well wishers to the riglits of man ; 

“ yet not so sanguine as to imagine those rights will 
“ be restored by the spontaneous consent of those who 
“ have so long deprived manldnd of them.” 

On the 10th of January, 1793, at a meeting of ihc 
Corresponding Societ 3 '’s delegates, some remarks were 
made upon a letter from a Society called the IVieiuls 
of the People, which contained a caution to the 
Corresponding Society. “ In consccjuence of tla’se 
“ remarks,” a delegate named Pell made this ohsei'V- 
ation to the meeting: “Our addresses to the Con- 
“ vention of France prove, th-.it we mmn their hues 
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“ herey Mr. Margaret said, “ No doubt.” It passed 
(said a witness who had been present), with the 
“ silent assent of the rest of the company.” Seven- 
teen delegates were there, of whom Hardy was one. 
A witness named Lynam, himself a member, had kept 
notes of the proceedings at many of these meetings, 
and he said, “ I do not remember Hardy being ab- 
“ sent one night.” At a subsequent meeting, said this 
witness, “ there was a good deal of conversation, that 
“ the Society of the Friends of the People did not go 
“ so far in their idea as the London Corresponding 
“ Society and the Constitutional Society did; for all 
“ along it was held as an invariable idea, that even- 
“ tuahy it must come to a struggUy At the meeting 
of delegates on the 7th of February, Hardy being 
present, a proposal was made for maldng up a de- 
ficiency in the rent of the room used by Baxter’s 
division, No. 16. Upon this, Margarot said, “We 
“ must preserve the divisions No. 25. and 16. : being 
“ poor, they will be of great service if we go to war , — 
“ he made use,” added the witness, “ of the term 
“ ^war:’ — and it was mentioned by several of the 
“ delegates that it was eventually expected that there 
“ would certainly be a rising in the country.” 

While these discussions were going on in London, 
the National Convention of France, on the 21st of 
January, 1793, brought their King to the scaffold. 
Even this fearful exemphfication of the imactical 
working of a Convention had no effect upon the 
leaders of the revolutionary party in London : who, 
on the 15th of the next March, at a meetmg of the 
Constitutional Society, voted a resolution of thanks to 
• Barlow and Frost “ for their conduct in the present- 



252 


LIFE OF LOED 


ation of the address to the National Convention,” 
with an order for publishing that resolution in the 
newspapers. Nay, before the expiration of the very 
week in which the French King was beheaded, the same 
Society resolved, “ that Citizen Barrere, a member of 
“ the National Convention of France, being considered 
“ by us as one of the most judicious and enlightened 
‘■^friends of human liberty^ be admitted an associated 
“ honorary member : ” — and seven days after this 
resolution, they passed another, that Barr^re’s speech, 
as reported in the Moniteurs of the 6th and 7th of 
January, should be inserted in their books. The 
speech so adopted was that in which he urged the 
destruction of the King, and in which he uttered the 
following sentences : — 

The people of Paris, by making a holy insurrection against 
him on the IQth of August^ deprived him of his character of 
inviolability. The people of the other Departments ap- 
“ plauded this insurrection, and adopted the result of it.” 
" Louis was invested by the tacit consent of the people with a 
constitutional inviolability : their tacit consent has deprived 
him of the same, and is therefore as lawful as the grant of 
it.” — The people is the sovereign. A convention is a rc- 
“ presentation of the sovereignty. The convention being as- 
sembled, is itself that sovereign will which ought to pre- 
“ van.” — ‘‘ Invested, from your origin, with the most un- 
limited confidence by your fellow-citizens, you hesitate m 
the first step. Am I then no longer in the midst of that 
National Convention, whose honourable mission it was to de- 
stray liings and royalty ? ” 

Such was the description given by one of its o^ni 
members, of the objects and duties of that French 
Convention, whose principles the leaders of the Lon- 
don Society were so forward to applaud, and whose 
Constitution they were so impatient to obtain. 
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In tlie course of the year 1793, Steps were taheii 
by Hardy and others to arm the Societies, both with 
pikes and with gnns: and some Divisions of the 
London Corresponding Society were proved to have 
drilled at late hours, in private rooms, and under cir- 
cumstances of concealment. Most of the parties so 
arming, either professed loyal objects, or alleged that 
the threats of the aristocratical party obliged them 
to keep arms for their own defence ; but as against 
some of them conversations were proved, establishing 
a decided intention of using their weapons, in order, 
as a witness, named Saunderson, expressed it, “ to 
“ obtain a parliamentary reform at the point of the 
“ bayonet.” 

■ The evidence, however, though positive as far as it 
reached, yet certainly did not show that these arma- 
ments had extended to any alarming number of mal- 
contents. 

On the 24th of October, 1793, Mr. Margarot and 
Mr. Gerrald were delegated by the London Correspond- 
ing Society, as its representatives, at a Convention in 
Edinburgh, for “ a thorough Reform in the Parha- 
“ mentary Representation of Great Britain.” This 
delegation was a measure concerted between Hardy 
and William Skirving, the secretary of the Edinburgh 
Convention, Hardy requesting that his own share in 
that contrivance might be kept secret by Skirving. 
Before the end of the year, however, the two dele- 
gates, and the Secretary Sldrving, were apprehended, 
for thnir conduct in the Scotch Convention. They 
were speedily brought to trial, convicted of sedition, 
and sentenced to fourteen years’ transportation, under 
the law then existing in Scotland for the punishment 



254 


LIFE OF LOED 


of sucli ixQsdemeanours. Tlieir behaviour throughout 
was approved by the London Corresponding Society, 
and Hardy, its secretary, addressed, on the 11th of 
January, 1794, a letter upon the subject of it -to 
Adams, the secretary of the Society for Constitutional 
Information, saying, “ Now is the time for m to do 
“ something worthy of men. The brave defenders of 
“ liberty south of the English Channel,” (the armies 
of the French Regicides,) “ are performing wonders, 
“ driving their enemies before them, like chaff before 
“ the whirlwind.” 

On the 20th of January, 1794, a general meeting 
of the London Corresponding Society agreed upon an 
address to the peo^ile, and upon certain resolutions. 
Both the address and the resolutions were printed by 
Hardy’s order. The concluding paragraph of the 
address ran thus : — “You may ask jierhaps by what 
“ means shall we seek redress ? Nq answer, that 
“ men in a state of civilized society are bound to seek 
“ redress of their grievances from the laws, as long 
“ as any redress can he obtained by the laws. But our 
“ common master, whom we serve, whose law is a 
“ law of liberty, and whose service is perfect freedom, 

“ has taught us not to expect to gather grajies from 
“ thorns, nor hgs from thistles. We must have re- 
“ dress from our ownlaivs^ and not from thelaivs of our 
2 ^lunderers, enemies, and ojojyressoi's. There is no 
“ redress for a nation, circumstanced as we are, but 
“ in a fail', free, and full representation of the people.” 
Then followed the first resolution, which explained 
the nature of the representation thus required. After 
directing the general committee of the Society to meet 
daily for the purpose of watching the proceedings ol 
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tlie parliament and govermnent, tliis resolution pro- 
vided, “ that upon the first introduction of any bill 
“ or motion inimical to the liberties of the people, 

“ such as, for landing foreign troops in Great Britain 
“ or Ireland, for suspending the Habeas Corpus Act, 

“ for inoclaiming martial law, or for preventing the 
“ people from meeting in societies for constitutional 
“ information, or an^^ other innovation of a similar 
“ nature,” the committee should issue summonses 
“ forthwith to caU a general convention of the people^ 
for the p>urpose of taking such measures into their con- 
“ siderationi’ 

At a meeting of the Corresponding Society on the 
30th of January, 1794, Hardy being present, amotion 
was made by Thelwall, and carried, “ that there 
“ should be a permanent secret committee of delegates, 
“ who were to consider what measures were necessary 
“ from time to time according to the measures which 
“ might be taken in the House of Commons, and to 
“ have a discretionary power of convoking the ge- 
“ neral committee of Delegates.” At the next weekly 
meeting. Hardy being present, the secret committee 
reported, “ that, being a secret committee^ they had 
“ found out that it was dangerous ; therefore, they 
“ applied to the committee of delegates to dissolve 
“ them, and give them pow’-er to choose another com- 
“ mittee in their place, and that they might not he com- 
’"''.jpclled to name the names of those persons that were to 
“ form the 7iew committee.” This extraordinary proposal 
appears to have been carried without opposition. 

On the 27th of March, 1794, when the address and 
resolutions of the 20th of January preceding, whereof 
there had been ininted about 8000, had been a couple 
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of months in circulation, the London Corresponding 
Society wrote, through Hardy, to the Constitutional 
Society, enquiring whether the latter society con- 
curred mth them “ in seeing the necessity of a speedy 
“ convention^ for the purpose,” continued they, “ of 
“ obtaining, in a constitutional and legal method, a re- 
“ dress of those grievances under which we at present 
“ labour, and which can only be effectually removed 
“ by a full and fair representation of the people of 
“ Great Britain.” They subjoined some resolutions, 
one of which was, “ That it is the decided opinion of 
“ this society, that, to secure ourselves from future 
“ illegal and scandalous prosecutions, to prevent a 
“ repetition of wicked and unjust sentences, and to 
“ recall those wise and wholesome laws that have 
“ been wrested from us, and of which scarcely a ves- 
“ tige remains, there ought to he immediately a conven- 
“ tion of the people, by delegates deputed for that 
“ purpose from the different societies of the friends 
“ of freedom.” The Constitutional Society expressed 
their concurrence, and appointed a committee to 
confer with a committee of the Corresponding So- 
ciety : and, on the recommendation of these two de- 
legated bodies, a joint committee of co-operation was 
formed, of which the prisoners Moore, Thelwall, 
Baxter, Hodgson, Bonney, Tooke, Wardle, and Joyce 
were members, Joyce acting as secretary. 

On the 28th of March, an address to the jDcrsons con- 
victed of sedition in the matter of the Scotch Convention, 
wasvotedby the Constitutional Society, containing this 
paragraph : — “ A full and fair representation of the 
“ peojDle of Great Britain we seek with all the ai’doiir 
“ of men and Britons ; for the sake of which wc are 
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not only rea,dy fo (ici with vtitoxiv nnd imfininiity, 

“ but, we trust, prepared ed^o to fOiffer with eoiwtannf, ’ 
This resource of u convention wns one which the .‘so- 
cieties declared themselves driven to ado]->t in C(m- 
sequence of the utter liopelcssness of obtaining any 
redress from parliament : yet in almost all these dc- 
elarations, while expressly disclaiming the only re- 
medy which the law and the constitution allow, and 
direct^ recommending the unlawful measure of a 
convention to overrule the legislature, the)* persisted 
in the irreconeilable profession of limiting themselves 
to legal and constitutional methods. 

The 14tli of April, 179J, was a remarkable day in 
the history of the Corresponding Society. On that, 
day, a very large assembly of its member.s met in the 
open air, at ChaUc Farm, in the neighbourhood of 
London, and, among other proceedings, passed some 
resolutions, of which the following are extraets : — 
“ That the whole proceedings of the late British con- 
“ vention of the people at Edinburgh are sueli as 
“ claim our approbation and applause.” — “ That any 
“ attempt to violate those yet remaining laws (whicli 
“ were intended for the security of Englishmen 
“ against the tyranny of courts and ministers, and 
“ the corruption of dependent judges) by vesting in 
“ such judge a legislative or arbitrary powei\ such as 
“ has lately been exercised by the Court of Justiciary in 
“ Scotland.! ought to be considered as dissolving en- 
“ tirely the social compact between the English nation 
“ and their governors.! and driving them to an imme- 
“ diate appeal to that incontrovertible maxim of 
“ eternal justice, that the safety of the people is the 
“ supreme, and, in cases of necessity, the only, law.” 

VOL. I. R 
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— “ That the committee of correspondence he di- 
“ rected to convey the approbation of this society to 
‘‘ Archibald Hamilton Rowan, prisoner in the Rcav- 
“ gate of the city of Dublin,” (convicted of a seditious 
libel) and “to the Society of United Irishmen in 
“ Dublin, and to exhort them 'to 'persevere in their ex- 
“ ertions to obtain justice for the people of Ireland! 
While Richter, one of the prisoners, was reading 
some of these resolutions to the meeting, he stopt to 
make some observations of his own. Hardy, who 
stood below, looked up to him and said, “ Read, sir, 
without comment.” 

On the 2d of May there was a dmner at the Cro^vu 
and Anchor, of the Constitutional Society, with cer- 
tain invited members of the Corresponding Society. 
One Groves, a witness on the trial, received his ticket, 
gratis, from Hardy, who, as well as Thelwall, Richter, 
Mr. Horne Tooke, and other active partisans, attended 
the dinner. The airs played there were, “ Ca Ira,” 
the “ Marseillois March,” and other tunes then po- 
pular with the Parisian revolutionists j which excited 
an universal “ din of approbation.” 

On the 12th of the same month of May, the career 
of the societies was stopped by the apprehension of 
Hardy and several of his associates on a charge of 
high treason. 

Evidence was given of many other acts, papers, 
and declarations, of a treasonable character, done or 
put forth by fellow-prisoners of Hardy, and by otlicr 
members associated in the general design, — some of 
them more violent, perhaps, than any yet stated. For 
example, a conversation was proved between the 
prisoner Baxter and a -witness named Gosling, in the 
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course of wliicli, arming and drilling were strongly 
recommended by Baxter ; and an opinion being 
tbereupon expressed by tlie witness, that a reform in 
parliament might be bad without blows, Baxter asked. 
Was there any man in the society who believed a 'par- 
liamentary reform was all they wanted’? For his own 
part, he did not wish the King, or any of his family, 
to lose their lives, but he thought they might go to 
Hanover. He said that the Committee of Correspond- 
ence and Co-operation were preparing an addi’ess to 
the army, with some strong resolutions : that one 
Moore had been pardcvdarly active and successful in 
getting over the army : that they had succeeded best 
with the old soldiers in Westminster : and that if one 
third of the army were got over^ the other two thirds 
would not act with spirit against them. 

This Baxter was not always even thus moderate. 
He was the circulator of a paper in the style of a 
pla}^ bill, announcing, “ for the benefit of John Bull,” 
a farce called “ La Guillotine f or “ Georgds Head in 
a Bashetf with dramatis personae and other additions, 
in the same taste. 

Another paper, drafted by a delegate of the Corre- 
sponding Society, named Martin, who acted with 
Hardy and ThelwaU in the preparation of the pro- 
ceedings for the Chalk Farm meeting,- concluded with 
this sentence : “ Kesolved, that it is the right and 
“ the bounden duty of the people to punish all traitors 
“ against the nation; and that the following words are 
“ not noio a part of the oath of allegiance^ to wit, ‘ I 
“ ‘ declare that it is not lawful, upon any pretence, 
“ ‘ to take arms'^against the King.’ ” 

One evening, toward the end of 1793, at a meeting 
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of Division ISTo. 29, of tlie Corresponding Society, 
in SHre Lane near Temple Bar, Mr. Eedhead Yorke, 
one of tlie members, addressed tbe persons present, 
acquainting tbem that he was going abroad, and 
hoped "to return to London at the head of a French 
force, by Christmas or the beginning of January. 
He expressed his hope that he should see them aU 
ready to join him without shrinldng, since it was im- 
possible to do any thing without some bloodshed ; and 
that Mr. Pitfs and the King’s heads would be upon 
Temple Bar. This speech had a reception “ quite 
'‘'■unanimous:'” aU rose and shooh hands witJi him 
when he got up and left the room. 

On the evening of the 14th of April 1794, the day 
of the great meeting at ChaUc Farm, Thelwall was in 
the chair at a supper of one -of the Divisions ; and, 
blowing off the head of a pot of porter^ said, “ This is 
“ the way I would have all kings served.” 

The Attorney General, in opening these various cu’ciim- 
stances to the jury, as evidence to prove the treason of 
compassing the king’s death, stated that the proofs, which it 
would be his duty to adduce, would sufficiently establish the 
fact of a conspiracy to depose the king, which, in point of 
law, is an overt act of compassing his death : and he argued 
that it could not be less an overt act of compassing the king’s 
death for being included in the stiU wider design of subvert- 
ing the entu’e monarchy and substituting a commonwealtli, 
which was the real object aimed at under colour of “ a full 
and fair representation of the people.” If a conspiracy to 
depose the king is an overt act of compassing his death where 
the conspirators intend to supersede him by another king, it 
is ecLuaUy so where they intend to supersede him by a re- 
public. The Convention, contemplated by these conspirators, 
Avas intended to claim all civil and political authority ; which 
authority it w'as to exercise, by altering the government in- 
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dependently of tlie legislature and of tlie statutes by "wliicli 
the Idng is sworn to govern. The conspiracy to assemble 
such a convention was a conspiracy to depose the king from 
his sovereign power: and the insufficiency of the force by 
winch the object might be attempted could make no difference 
in the character of the object itself, which must be equally 
treasonable whether successful or unsuccessful. ISTor would 
it make any difference, whether the first assembly to be 
convoked was to be itself a convention assuming all civil and 
political authority, or was only to devise the means of form- 
ing such a convention. ISTeither would the conspiracy be 
the less a treasonable one, for purposing to eontinue the 
name and office of king in the person of George the Third, 
if that continuance was intended to be coupled with a proviso 
that he should govern with a new kind of legislature, to be 
constituted by the Convention. A king, who should consent 
BO to govern, would no longer be the lawful king : he would 
have been deposed from his character of king as established 
by law. But he could not so consent *, for so to govern would 
be to violate his coi'onation oath : therefore, he must refuse, 
must resist, and, in consequence of resisting, his life must be 
in danger. In either case he would have been deposed : for 
the meeting of a convention, assuming aU authority, must in 
itself have been, at least pro tempore, a deposition of every 
other power.. But in this case the evidence went beyond that 
kind of incidental deposition of the king : it proved that liis 
actual deposition was the dnect and exj)ress object of ajj- 
pointmg a committee to constitute this convention. 

Beside the overt act of conspiring to depose the king by 
means of a convention, there were other overt acts of con- 
spiracy to depose the king by other means : by endeavomang 
to introduce into this country, through the agency of affiliated 
societies, the same principles which had been _set at work in 
France, and to follow them out to the same end. The doc- 
trine put forward by the societies was that of equal active 
citizenship,” on which they sought to found a representative 
government That was the principle upon which was formed 
the French constitution of 1791 : a constitution j^reserving 
the office of king, and setting up a sort of royal democracy. 
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But in August, 1792, tliat constitution was destroyed: and 
tire transactions of the English societies, in and after the 
October succeeding that date, proved that, if not earlier, yet 
at least from October 1792, they meant to destroy the Hngly 
oflS.ce in England. They sought to advance this object by 
stimulating their members to arm : and various divisions did 
arm, and clandestinely practise the manual exercise. 

The witnesses on behalf of the prosecution were 
then called, who proved, amidst a vast collection of 
other less material circumstances, the facts already 
stated. 

The evidence for the prosecution did not close 
until the 1st of November, the fifth morning of the 
trial. Mr. Ersldne then opened the defence to the 
jury, by an address, of which Mr. Tooke, in a manu- 
script note upon his own copy of Hardy's trial,, says, 
“ This speech -will live for ever.” 

Mr. Ersldne deprecated all speculation upon the conse- 
quences which might happen to follow from a jnisoner’s acts, 
and desired that, in a criminal procedure, his intentions alone 
should be considered : the allegation of the indictment being, 
that the acts charged were done zoith intent to depose the king. 
Moreover, the charge was, not simply of taldng steps to depose 
the Idng, but of taldng steps with the intention to hrinq 
him to deathP The conspiracy to depose the king might bo 
adduced as evidence of the intention to destroy his life, but 
never, as a “ imoposition of law, could constitute the intention 
itself^' He would maintain, firstly, that no overt act can 
amount to the treason of compassing the king’s deatli, unless 
charged and proved to have been committed in fulfilment of 
a traitorous intention to destroy the king’s natural life ; se- 
condly, that a conspiracy to levy war, or a cousphacy against 
the king’s regal character or capacity, though admissible 
evideircc of compassing the king’s death, is no good overt act. 
of such compassing, without proof of some force against the 
king's person exerted or contemplated; and that even sucli 
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exertion or conteinplntiou of force, liowever clearly proved, is 
not itself the snbslanlivc treason of compasmvq (he Kinffs 
death, bnt only an overt act, or piece of evidence, from vdiicli 
a conclusion is to be drawn, whether that substantive treason 
of com])assbi(/ have been committed or not. Tliirdly, that, 
the charge of compassing the King's death, as laid in an in- 
dictment for treason, is vo( a covcluaion of law necessarily 
following from the proof of the overt act, hut is mi avrnneui 
of faef, on which the jury arc to draw the affirmative or ne- 
gative conclusion for themselves. He said, that in the ])rc- 
sent case, as the treason of compassing was a merely con- 
structive one, by the assimilation of a supposed intention of 
attacking the King's authoritj- to an intention of attack- 
ing his natm’al life, — so the overt, act of deposing was 
likewise a merely constructive one, by the assimilation of a 
plan for undermining monarchy, through changes that might 
be wrought in public opinion, to a plan for deposing the 
monarch by foi’ce. In times prior to the statute of treasons, 
(25 Edw. III.), to compass the life of ayn/ man was a felony : 
and under that state of the law, what amounted to com- 
passing had been fully settled. “ That rule,” says IMr. Jus- 
tice Foster, ‘‘ has been laid aside as too rigorous in the case 
of coininou persons ; but in the case of the King, Queen, 
“ and Prince, the statute of treasons has, with great propriety, 
“ retained it in its full extent and vigour, and, in describing 
“ the offence, has likewise retained the aneient mode of ex- 
“ pression.” “ All the words deseriptive of the offence,” ob- 
serves the same writer, “^are plainly borrowed from the 
“ common law, and therefore must bear the same construction 
" they did at common law.” "It follows,” argued I\'Ir. Erskinc, 
" that nothing can be a compassing of the death of the King, 
“ which would not, in ancient times, have been a lelony in 
the case of a subject,” The design then, to be treasonable as 
a compassing of the King’s death, must be against the King’s 
person: no design against government alone, no mere j)lan 
for deposing his authority in partieular points of it, would 
amount to this treason, nor yet to an overt act from which 
this treason could be inferred. Unless when a jury shoidd 
find that the attempt to depose was with an intent against 
the King’s natural existence, it could be no overt act of this 
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kind of treason ; of avHcIi such an intent is the very essence. 
There might be circumstances, certainly, under which a con- 
spiracy, to depose the King and annihilate his regal capacity, 
would amount to satisfactory evidence of an intention to 
destroy his natural life ; but this intention would not be a 
necessary consequence of law from the fact of such a con- 
spiracy, but would be a matter for a jury to find or to nega- 
tive, according to their own judgment upon the whole case 
before them : and, in order to find him guilty of that intent, 
it is not enough that they believe him so : they must have it 
proved: must be guilty proveahly.^^ l^or is it enough, 

on a penal statute, that the act charged be brought within 
the reason and mischief of the law : it must be brought un- 
equivocally within the very letter. Treason is not to be made 
out by construction, by cumulation, or by analogy. He then 
cited various legal authorities, as fortifying the argument, 
that in order to constitute this treason, an intent against the 
King’s natural existence must be proved. He next proceeded 
to argue, upon the facts in evidence, that no such intent had 
been entertained by the prisoner Hardy, whose objects, doc- 
trines, and declarations, he contended, had not gone beyond 
those of the Duke of Richmond, Mi’. Burke, and other writers 
of confessedly constitutional character. If unjustifiable steps 
had been taken by the Scotch Convention, or by any other 
parties, who were connected with the prisoner, but were not 
by him authorized to take such steps, he ought not to be 
made criminally responsible for their excess of the authority 
committed to them. The Convention, which the prisoner 
was here charged with an overt act of treason in attempting 
to assemble, was not the Scotch Convention, but a Conven- 
tion intended to have been convened in Eno-land : and there 

o 

was nothing to shew any treasonable object in this intended 
English Convention. He ridiculed the evidence respecting, 
arms : attacked the credit of some of the witnesses : and con- 
cluded with a splendid appeal to the justice of the jury and 
the spirit of the British Constitution. 

Many "witnesses -were then called for the jirlsoner. 
Those of them, "tvlio -were members of the Correspond- 
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ing Society, declared that tlie}^’ had not concurred in 
any plan of obtaining, by any other than constitu- 
tional means, a reform in Parliament, and that they 
did not believe in the existence of any ulterior de- 
sign. Several other -witnesses gave the prisoner the 
character of a steady, peaceable, and -well-meaning 
man. The evidence for the defence bemg finished on 
the 3d of November, 

Mr. Gibbs (on tbc same day), addressed the jury for the pri- 
soner, adopting tbc main argument used by blr. Ersldne, that, to 
constitute the treason alleged, there must be an intent against 
the natural life of the King. This prisoner entertained no 
such intent ; but, finding that parliament would not attend to 
the petitions of those -who desired its reform, had endeavoured 
to bring public opinion to act upon the legislature, through 
the medium of an intended Convention of Delegates. Tlic 
few arms, about which some evidence had been given, were 
siu'ely requisite for the bond Jidc purpose of self-defence, 
when Dr. Priestley’s house at Birmingham, and the houses 
of others at Manchester and at Nottingham, had been at- 
tacked by mobs. It was ridiculous to talk of a plot for 
overturning a government with three dozen of j)ikes, sixty 
muskets, and three or four French knives. Moreover, the 
principal witnesses upon this part of the case were unworthy 
of credit. — The delegates to the Scotch Convention, with 
winch the Crown officers had sought to connect this prisoner, 
were guilty of a misdemeanor only, and not of treason : 
indeed it was only for a misdemeanor that they were pro- 
secuted. The intended Convention in England had no 
treasonable objects: the prisoner had used no concealment 
respecting them. His intention was, — like that of the Duke 
of Piclunond, — to operate upon the legislature through the 
declared sense of the people. 

^ The Solicitor General replied on the 3d and dtli of 
November ; — 

He declared his opinion that the bulk of the persons mixed 
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lip in these transactions had been the mere dupes of leaders 
who professed lawful objects, but j)ursued unlawful ones. 
If the designs of these leaders had been lawfiJ, the prisoner, 
who was one of them, would have called, as his witnesses, 
the acting men of the society, who knew its real objects, in- 
stead of producing people who had been entrusted with none 
of its business. The necessity of self-defence, here set up 
as an excuse for arming, was a mere fraudulent pretext. If 
the Society’s views had been justifiable, there would have 
been no need for their secret committee, at the constitution 
of which the prisoner was present — himself certainly no dupe, 
since he regulated the whole correspondence of the asso- 
ciation. The Solicitor General j)roceeded to state his view 
of the law of treason ; contending that, as an attempt against 
the kingly power has the natural consequence of endangering 
the life of the king, the man who designs such an attempt is 
guilty of compassing the king’s death. The king being the 
sole representative of the state, an attack upon the sovereign 
power of the state is necessarily an attack upon the person of 
the Idng. The law does not require, in order to convict a 
man of committing a criminal act in fulfilment of an inten- 
tion, that the intention to commit that very act should have 
been preconceived specifically: if he does what leads as a 
general consequence to that criminal act, he is guilty in laAV 
of the intention to commit it : as where a man shoots at A, 
intending to kill him, but the shot misses A and kills 13, 
whom the person shooting had no intent to kill, yet he is 
guilty of k ill ing B with malice aforethought. In confirmation 
of this view, the Solicitor General cited various authorities, 
dwelling particularly on the trial of Blunt and Davis foi’ high 
treason (1 JIbieeZZ’5 State Trials): and controverted the con- 
struction put by Mr. Erskine on the quotation from hlr. Jus- 
tice Foster. That the case of treason must be made out prove- 
ably, ho would not deny ; but that rule was not peculiar to 
an overt act of high treason : between tlic evidence of this 
and of any other crime, there was no dificrcncc, except that 
in treason there must be at least two witnesses, — either one 
to one overt act and another to another, of the same treason, 
or both to one overt act. He then entered upon the con- . 
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slcleration of the general character \Yhich must belong to a 
convention of the people, and ai'gncd the incompatibility of 
such a convention, with monarchy. Any design to alter the 
constitution, otherwise than by the legislature acting freely, 
was a design to depose the King from his royal authority, 
and a compassing of the King’s death ; and, that design being 
manifested by any act in pursuance of it, the parties to such 
design were guilty of high ti’cason. A convention would 
have been an alteration of the constitution, an assumption of 
the sovereign power of the state. That the prisoners so in- 
tended it, was plain from their references to the proecedings 
of the Convention in France, and from many express pas- 
sages in the proceedings and publications of the societies : 
and the mode in Avhich they pi-osccutcd that intention was by 
pamphlets and other papers, and sjiccchcs, vilif3'ing the Con- 
stitution of England and inciting the people to throw it off. 

Lord Chief Justice Eyre, after summing up the 
evidence on the 4tli of November, told the jury in 
his direction to them on the 5th, 

That it was not necessary in point of law to prove a com- 
passing of the King’s death, as a concepiion existing iii the 
jjrisoner’s mind prior to the conception of deposing the King. 
“ The consj)iracy to depose the king,” he said, “ is evidence of 
“ compassing and imagining the death of the King, conclusive 
“ in its nature : so conclusive, that it is become a presumption 
“ of law, which is in truth nothing more than a necessary 
" and Aolent presumption of fact, admitting of no contradic- 
tion. Wlio can doubt that the natural person of the King 
" is immediately attacked and attempted, by him Avho at- 
“ tempts to depose him ? Many, many hours were spent at 
the bar in this discussion ; but, on the part of the prisoner, 
it was manifest that, after the discussion, the argument 
broke down under the case, and it became impossible for 
“ either of the gentlemen, to set himself distinctly to maintain 
this proposition, that an honest man could fairly doubt 
whether he who conspires to depose the King has com- 
“ passed or imagined his death.” — Having thus stated the 
law, the Lord Chief Justice pointed the attention of the jury 
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to the particular facts, from wliich they would have to draw 
theh* inference respecting the objects of the prisoner, and 
shortly noticed some of the principal ai'guments of counsel 
upon the details. 

The interest excited in all parts of the country, 
and especially in the metropolis, by this trial, which 
had now lasted nine days, was intense, and almost 
universal. Among the higher and better-informed 
classes there were various opinions ; some being per- 
suaded that the safety of the Cro^vn, and of the 
whole fabric whereof the Crown is the keystone, 
depended on a conviction: others maintaining that 
the prisoners had only sought constitutional ends by 
justifiable means; while a third party, who ques- 
tioned the ends, and condemned the means, were yet 
disquieted by an ajpprehension lest the law of treason 
should be dangerously extended by construction. — 
Among the less educated orders, there was less 
variety of sentiment. With them, an affair of this 
kind is one of feeling rather than of argument : they 
in general desire the acquittal of any prisoner, except 
where his offence has been attended with some cruel 
or disgusting circumstance : and it was natural, 
therefore, that where, in addition to the usual pre- 
judice in favour of persons accused, there was a very 
strong political inflammation, the populace of London 
should be highly excited. 

Every evening,” says Lord Eldon, in his Anecdote 
Book, “upon my leaving the Court, a signal ivas 
given that I was coming out, for a general hissing 
and hooting of the Attorney General. Tins went 
througli the street in which the Court sat (the Old 
Bailey), from one end of it to the other, and was con- 
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tiiiuecl all tlie way clo^vll to Liidgatc Ilill and by 
Fleet Market.” 

He related to j\Irs. Forster, and tlie Law Magazine 
of August 1838 gives the story a little more circum- 
stantially, that at the close of one of the days of this 
long trial, as he was about to leave the Court, jMr. 
Garrow said to him, “ j\Ir. Attorney, do not pass that 
“ tall man at the end of the table.” The man had a 
suspicious appearance, and had stationed himself for 
some time at the door with his hat pulled over his 
brows. “ Wliy not pass liim,” asked Mr, Law ? 
“ He has been here,” replied J\Ir. Garrow, “ during 
the whole trial, with his eyes constantly fixed on tlie 
Attorney General.” “ I will pass him,” said Mr. 
Law. “ And so mil I,” said Sir John Scott. This 
was opposed by the counsel and others round about, 
who added, that there was a mob collecting, and that 
they did not think the Attorney General’s life would 
be safe. He answered, “ I tell you, gentlemen, I will 
“ not stay here ; for, happen wLat may, the King’s 
“ Attorney General must not show a white feather.” 
MHiat followed, was thus related by him to Mrs. 
Forster: — 

“ I went and left them, but I will not say that I 
did not give a little looL over my shoulder, at the 
man with the slouched hat, as I passed him ; however 
he did me no harm, and I proceeded for some time 
unmolested. The mob kept thickening around me, 
till I came to Fleet Street, one of the worst parts of 
London that I had to pass through, and the cries 
began to be rather threatening, ‘ Down with him,’ — 
‘ Now is the time, lads,’ — ‘ Do for him,’ — and various 
others, horrible enough. So I stood up, and spoke as 
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loud as I could — ‘ You may do for me if you lilve, 
but remember there will be another Attorney Ge- 
neral before eight o’clock to-morrow morning; the 
King will not allow the trials to be stopped.’ Upon 
this, one man shouted out, ‘ Say you so ? you are 
right to teK us. Let’s give him three cheers, lads.’ 
And they actually claeered me, and I got safe to my 
own door. When I was waiting to be let in, I felt a 
little queerish at seeing close to me the identical man 
with the slouched hat ; and I believe I gave him one 
or two rather suspicious looks, for he came forward 
and said, ‘ Sir John, you need not be afraid of me ; 

‘ every night since these trials commenced, I have 
‘ seen you safe home, before I went to my own 
‘ home, and I will continue to do so until they 
‘ are over ; good evenmg, sir.’ I had never seen 
the man before. I afterwards found out who he 
was, (I had some trouble in doing so, for he did 
not make himself Imown,) and I took care he should 
feel my gratitude.” This stranger’s interest in Sir 
John Scott’s safety is accounted for in the Law 
Magazine of August 1838, where it apj)ears that 
Sir John Scott had once done an act of great kindness 
to the man’s father. 

“ Ersldne,” says the Anecdote Book, “ who. was 
counsel for the defendants, was of course extremely 
popular. He was received with universal plaudits ; 
and there was nothing to disturb his enjoyment of 
this contrast, or to soften my mortification, until, on 
one evening (the evening of the verdict), the multi- 
tude which had thought proper to take bis horses Irom 
his carriage, that they might draw him home, con- 
ceived among them such a fancy for a patriot’s 
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horses as not to return them, hirt to keep them for 
their own use and benefit.” 

Mr. Erskme behaved generously and: gallantly 
throughout this excitement. "Wlien the people, with 
whom he was then the first favourite, were about to 
stop Sir John Scott, Mr.Ersldne called out to them, “I 
will not go on without the Attorney- General.” Lord 
Eldon, in relating to Mrs. Forster the violence of the 
mob, did not forget to mention his rival’s good feel- 
ing. “ Ersldne,” said he, “ caused his carriage to go 
“ slowly, till he saw me out of danger.” 

The first trial was now in its concluding stage. 
The witnesses, for the most part, had estabhshed the 
facts they were called to prove ; but the extreme 
length and complication of the circumstances, and 
the fiercely disputed premises of law upon which the 
indictments were founded, left the whole question 
a difficult one, and rendered the result a matter 
of the utmost uncertainty, and of the deepest interest. 
The jury had, from the commencement of the trial, 
been kept each night under the watch of four offi- 
cers, apart from all other persons, even from their own 
' families ; and it was, therefore, hardly possible to 
conjecture what impressions all, or any, of those upon 
whose decision this great issue was depending, had 
received, either fi’om the evidence, or from the ad- 
dresses of counsel. In this state of suspense, the 
pubhc mind had now remained for a period of nine 
days and eight nights ; from the morning of Tuesday 
the 28th of October to the afternoon of Wednesday 
the 5th of November. Thus, when the jury, on 
the conclusion of the judge’s address at half-past 
twelve of the last-mentioned day, retired to consider 
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their verdict — and during the whole time o£ their deli- 
beration, which lasted for more than three hours ^the 

most intense anxiety pervaded the place of trial, and 
spread itself throughout the metropolis. The fol- 
lowing account of the result, extracted from the Law 
Magazine of August 1838, is there reported to have 
been given by Sir John Scott himself: — 

“ The jury retired to deliberate ; upon their return 
their names were called over. I never shall forget 
that awful moment. ‘ Gentlemen of the jury,' said 
the Clerk of Arraigns, ‘ are you agreed in your ver- 
dict ? "Wliat say you ? Is Thomas Hardy guilty of 
the high treason of which he stands indicted, or is he 
not guilty ? ’ — ‘ Not gmlty,’ in an audible tone, was 
the answer. It was received in Court silently, and 
without noise — aU was stiU — but the shout of the 
people was heard down the whole street. The door 
of the jury box was opened for the jurymen to 
retire; the crowd separated for them, as the saviours 
of their country.” 

This failure of the prosecution against the person 
first brought to trial much aggravated the difficulties 
of the Law Officers with respect to the prisoners who 
remained. It was an anxious question which then pre- 
sented itself, whether they should regard the verdict 
of this first jury as a conclusive sample of tlie opinion 
entertained by the generality of respectable persons 
in their rank of life, and desist, on this hint, from 
any further proceeding ; or whether they should refer 
the acquittal of Hardy to some accidental feeling, 
prejudice, or misapprehension, in the breasts of those 
particular jurymen, or some of them, and take the 
sense of another juiy uj3on tlic case of one or more of 
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the remaining prisoners. The latter course was re- 
solved on'. It was not perhaps a very hopeful, hut it 
seems to have been a necessary, decision. If the 
Government themselves, and particularly the Law 
Officers, were stiU satisfied, after hearing all that 
could be urged for the first-tried defendant, that he 
and those combined with him 'were guilty of high 
treason, his fortune in escaping ought not to leave the 
country in danger from his confederates, so long as 
there appeared a reasonable ground to believe that 
a second jury would take a stricter view of their 
designs. 

Accordingly, on Monday, the 17th of November, the 
Rev. John Horne Tooke was placed at the bar of the 
Old Bailey on his trial for high treason. The counsel, 
on both sides, were the same as on the trial of Hardy ; 
with the addition, on the Cro-wn’s behalf, of the Hon. 
Spencer Perceval, afterwards first minister of the 
Crown. This trial lasted six days : the evidence given, 
and the topics urged on both sides, were in general 
of the same character as in Hardy’s case ; and, on 
the Saturday evening, the jury, after an absence of 
only about eight minutes, returned a verdict of not 
guilty. 

■ The violent temper of those times made it ex- 
tremely difficult to fulfil the duty of conducting 
political prosecutions, with the requisite combination 
of vigour and mildness. These qualities, however. 
Sir John Scott evinced in remarkable conjunction 
through the 'whole' of the trials : although, as is well 
' observed in the Law Magazine, “ it required all 
“ his tact and firmness to restrain the counsel for 
“ the prisoners, Mr. Erskine, then rioting .in the ex- 
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“ uberance of success' and animal spirits, from over- 
“ leaping all tbe barriers of sober form.” Tbe very few 
and momentary altercations -wbicli occurred between 
tliem are worthy of record, as specimens of tbe man- 
ner and character of two high-spirited and naturally 
courteous gentlemen, of whom the one, under the ex- 
citingly perilous circumstances of his client, was fairly 
pardonable for a little “ brave disorder ” — while the 
other, recollecting always the dignity of his office 
and charge, rT^id the national importance of the issue 
raised by him, earned the difficult praise of repressing 
irregularity without raising irritation. 

Mr. Erskine, in cross-examining a witness, named 
Alexander, assumed him to have stated more than 
he had really said. The Attorney-General, on the 
repetition of this irregularity, interposed for the pro- 
tection of the witness, explained the particular in 
which Mr. Ersldne had overstated the evidence, and 
added — 

I say that is not only not correct, hnt it is very far from 
correctness. 

Mr. Erskine. — I am exceedingly glad to be corrected, and 
I shall esteem it no interruption whenever you do, because I 
am so used to this work that nothing can put me out. 

Lord Chief Justice Eyre having here interposed a 
couple of questions, hir. Erskine said, — 

I am entitled to have the benefit of this gentleman’s de- 
portment: if your Lordship will just indulge me for one 
moment, — 

Lord Chief Justice Eyi*e. — Give him fair play. 

Mr. Erskine. — He has certainly had fair play : I wish tve 
had as fair play ; but that is not addressed to the Court. 

Mr. Attorney-General. — But whom do you mean ? 

jNIr. Erskine. — I say the prisoner has a right to fair play. 
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Mr. Garrow. — But you said it was not said to the Court. 

Mr. Erskinc. — But I am not to he called to order hy the 
bar. 

The Attorney-General, who perceived that the mo- 
mentary warmth of his opponent was already subsid- 
ing, forbore from any rejoinder; and Mr. Ersldnethen 
proceeded mth his examination, avoiding the irregu- 
larity which had occasioned the Attorney-Generars 
interruption. 

A couple of hours afterwards, the Attorney-General 
was obliged to vindicate the prosecution a little more 
seriously. Mr. Garrow was examining a witness about 
the before-mentioned playbill, called “ La Guillotine, 
or George’s Head in a Basket;” when, upon an ob- 
servation made by the Lord Chief Justice, J\Ir. Erskine 
exclaimed : — 

The paper was fabricated by the spies who sup2)ort the 
prosecution. 

Mr. Attorney-General. — You shall not say that till you 
prove it. 

Mr. Erskine. — I shall prove it. 

•Mr. Attorney-General. — Till you jirove that, you ought 
not to say it ; it is a .charge that ought not to be made. 

Lord Chief Justice Eyre. — If there is any point between 

you wliich should be heard, the appeal, to be sure, must be 

made to the Court. 

v« 

Mr. Garrow.' — I wish it was; we should save much time 
and trouble. ' 

Lord Chief Justice Eyre. — A little indulgence, on both 
sides, would save much time and trouble. 

Mr. Attorney-General. — When a paper is produced, 
which your Lordships hold to be legal evidence to be read, it 
must not, and shall not, be stated in this Court, unless it is 
proved, that the paper is fabricated by the spies who carry on 
the prosecution. 

Lord Chief Justice Eyre. — I hope nothing of that kind 
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has been said, for it was an improper tiling to be said ; and 
if it dropt from any body, it was an inadvertent thing. 

In a few minutes more there was another departure 
from the regular line of examination ; and then, for 
the only time, the Attorney-General allowed a severe 
expression to escape him, for which, however, he im- 
mediately apologised. A witness having given some 
evidence respecting the sentiments originally enter- 
tained on the subject of reform by Mr. Pitt and the 
Duke of Richmond, Mr. Erskine said, — 

I wish it to be understood I am no advocate for the con- 
science of the Duke of Richmond nor Mr. Pitt. 

Lord Chief J ustice Eyre. — It is certainly true ; but this 
is rather too grave an occasion for such an observation. 

Mr. Attorney-General. — It is not a proper occasion for 
this frippery. 

Mr. Erskine, — I say that is not a proper expression. 

Mr. Attorney-General. — I will repeat it. 

Mr. Erskine, — You will not repeat it any where else. 

Lord Chief Justice Eyre. — The gentlemen,-! hope, ivill 
recollect that they are upon a solemn trial. 

Mr. Ersldne. — I think it is really hard upon me, upon 
this solemn trial, that I should be eternally assailed by these 
gentlemen, when I have the arduous task of extracting the 
truth from these witnesses. 

Lord Chief Justice Eyre. — If any person were disposed 
(which I dare say no one is) to give you any intewiiption, it 
would be my duty to preserve order, and take wire you 
should be permitted to go on in your business without inter- 
ruption ; but it is impossible the cause can go on, unless tlic 
gentlemen at the bar will a little understand one another, and 
by mutual forbearance assist one another; you arc a little too 
apt to break out, and I think there has been a little inclina- 
tion sometimes to observe more upon that than the occasion 
calls for. 

Mr. Attorney-General. — As far as came from me, I am 
sorry for it. 
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Again, liowever, on tlie same day, Mr. Ersldne 
overstepped the limit of regular examination, by 
addressing a -witness named Sanderson with the 
question, — 

"Wliat date liaye you taken, good Mr. Spy ? 

Witness. — I do not think upon such an occasion being a 
spy is any disgrace. 

Lord Chief Justice Eyre. These observations are more 
proper when you come to address the jury. 

Mr. Attorney-G-eneral. — Really that is not a proper way 
to examine witnesses. Lord Holt held strong language to 
such a sort of address from a counsel, to a witness Avho 
avowed himself a spy. 

Mr. Ersldne. — lam sure I shall always pay that attention 
to the Court Avhich is due from me ; but I am not to be told’ 
by the Attorney-General how I am to examine a witness. 

jMr. Attorney-General. — I thought you had not heard his 
Lordship. 

Mr. Erskine. — lam much obliged to his Lordship for the 
admonition he gave me. I heard his Lordship, and I heard 
you, which I should not have heard. 

The Attorney-General, though clearly in the right, 
yet, as Mr. Erskine had intimated his intention to 
desist, was content to let the heat thus evaporate. 

After this, there was no other conflict between 
these leaders. The only approach to a dispute was 
on the next day but one, when, on an objection made 
by the Attorney-General to a question put for the 
prisoner, Mr. Erskine said, — 

Are you afraid of the question ? 

Mr. Attorney-General. — I will not have the question put 
in that form ; I am afraid of questions that ought not to be 
put. 

Mr. Erskine. — Afraid of the question being put ? 

Mr. Attorney-General. — I am afraid of no question that 
ought to be put, but of questions that oiight not to Ije put. 
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Mr. Erskine. — I don’t understand you. 

Mr. Attorney-General. — I think you would not have 
made the ohservation if you did. 

Mr. Erskine. — I still less understand you now, and am 
sui’prised, I own. 

Lord Chief Justice Eyre. — ^Tiat is the question that you 
think there is any doubt about? Let us know what the 
question is, and the Court will give their assistance towards 
mediating. 

The discussion was kept ujd no further. 

The same command of temper was %dsible in the 
conduct of the prosecution against Mr. Tooke; al- 
though this prisoner, who took a good deal of his 
defence into his own hands, managing it with a great 
air of unconcern, and passing his snuff-box about the 
court, was sometimes disposed to be sarcastic upon 
the law officers of the Crown and upon the Bench 
itself. In reference to an attempt which had formerly 
been made to exclude him from his degree of Master 
of Arts at Cambridge, he asked the Bishop of Glouces- 
ter, Dr. Beadon, whom he called as a witness for the 
defence : — 

Does your Lordship recollect ever any other person’s degree 
being opposed ? — I do not at present recollect any other. 

Is not the degree of Master of Arts such a one as would be 
given to any creature that could answer to rational questions ? 

Lord Chief Justice Eju’c. — For the honour of the Uni- 
versity you will not pursue that, Mr- Tooke. 

Mr. Tooke. — I beg your Lordship’s pardon : it is of some 
consequence to me, and does not. affect the honour of the 
University ; if it did, I am too faithful a son of the Univer- 
sity to put such a question ; for I mean no joke upon that 
University. 

Lord Chief Justice Eyre. — It is not put in terms that 
arc quite so measured as you would, Tipon consideration, put 
it in. 
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Tlie Attorney-General, in the cross-examination of 
the Bishop, began thus : — 

Mr. Attorney-General. — Do . you know any thing of the 
proceedings of the Constitutional or the London Correspond- 
ing Societies for the last three years ? — Nothing at all. 

Mr. Tooke. — Is not that question almost as had as my 
speaking of the master’s degree ? And now we are even ; 
because it must be as great a degree of insult to ask the 
Bishop of Gloucester about the Constitutional Society and 
Corresponding Societyj as my speaking lightly of the quahfi- 
cation for a Master’s degree. 

J\Ir. Attorney-General. — I will not let this pass : — with- 
out rebuke from your Lordship, if I am wrong — and without 
informing tliis Court, that it is not to part, upon this occasion, 
with a laugh. 

Lord Chief Justice Eyre. — It is impossible for me to say 
that the question was irregular ; and there was nothing in the 
terms of it that conveyed that kind of objection which I felt 
to the other question ; at the same time, undoubtedly, it is 
very evident that the Bishop of Gloucester could not possibly 
know any thing of these societies. 

Mr. Attorney-General. — In a court of justice, I cannot 
take it upon my notions of what the Bishop of Gloucester 
does or does not know. What is evidence must come from 
the Bishop of Gloucester as well as from any other man. 

In commencing his general reply upon the whole 
case, the Attorney- General made some allusion to his 
own feelings and his omi responsibility : 

“ I here declare,” said he, that not one step would I take 
in this prosecution repugnant to the dictates of my own judg- 
ment, exercised according to Avhat my conscience prescribes 
to that judgment, not for aU Avhich this world has to give me. 
Gentlemen, why should I? You will allow me to say, after 
all that has passed, that I have no desire with respect to 
myself in this cause, but that my name should go down to 
posterity with credit. I cannot but remember this is ah 
interest most dear to me. Upon no other account my name 
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will be transmitted to posterity : — with these proceedings it 
must be transmitted. That name^ gentlemen^ cannot go down 
to that posterity, without its being understood by posterity 
wdiat have been my actions in this case. And when I am 
laid in my grave, after the interval of life that yet remains 
for me, my children, I hope and trust, will be able to say of 
their father, that he endeavoured to leave them an inheritance, 
by attempting to give them an example of public probity, 
dearer to them than any acquisition or any honour that this 
country could have given the living father to transmit to 
them.” 

“ At this j)eriod,” says the Law Magazine*, “ Sir 
“ John Scott shed tears ; and, to the surprise of 
“ the court, Mr. Solicitor-General was seen to weep 
“ in sympathy with the emotion of his friend. — 
“ ‘ Just look at Mitford,’ was the remark of a neigh- 
“ hour to Horne Tooke : ‘ what on earth is he crying 
“for?’ — ‘At the thought of the little inheritance,’ 

“ retorted Tooke, ‘ that Scott is likely to leave 
“ his children.’ Encouraged by the success of this 
“ sally, and the scarcely suppressed merriment of 
“ those within hearing, the accused soon contrived 
“ to fasten a public interruption on his accuser.’,’ 
This happened as follows; — 

The Attorney- General, speaking of the design to 
compel the King to govern against his coronation 
oath, said, — 

He ought to lose his life, and, I trust, would be willing to 

lose his life, rather than to govern contraiy to that corona- 
“ tion oath.” 

Mr. Tooke. — AVhat! is the Attorney-General talking 
treason ? I should be unhappy to mistake you : did you say 
the King ought to lose his life if he took any other par- 
liament ? 
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Mr. Attorney-General. — It is really difficult to decide for 
one’s self, wlietlier this interruption is, or is not, proper. 

Mr. Tooke. — I ask pardon of the learned gentleman, 
and I promise I will not interrupt him again during the whole 
of his reply. I only wished to know whether, in prosecuting 
me for high treason, the Attorney- General intentionally said 
something far worse than any thing he has imputed to me. 

Mr. Attorney- General. — I am very much obliged to the 
gentleman. I say this : that the Eang of Great Britain is 
bound, by his coronation oath, to govern according to the 
laws established in parliament, and the customs of the same ; 
that he is bound by that coronation oath to resist every power 
that seeks to compel him to govern otherwise than according 
to those laws ; that it must, therefore, be understood, that the 
King of Great Britain would resist such a power as that, 
because he would be acting only in the exercise of his sworn 
duty : and in resisting such a power as that he must inevitably 
lose his life. 

Mr. Tooke, however, was not insensible to the fair- 
ness of the spirit in which the prosecution against 
him was conducted. The Attorney-General having 
mentioned certain dates as proved, Mr. Tooke said, — 

What the Attorney-General states to be proved, I am 
sure he thinks is proved ; but it is possible that he may err, 
and I think he does now, or else I do, greatly. 

Mr. Attorney-General. — I desire to say, and I hope I 
do not do wrong when I tell you, once for all, that when I 
state that I have proved any tiling, I mean to say no more 
than that I have offered evidence, the effect of which is for 
the consideration of the juiy. 

Mr. Tooke. — I hope I have not hinted or insinuated the 
smallest idea, when I think you have mis-stated any thing, 
but that it is the effect of error and nothing else. 

Mr. Attorney-General. — I am always obliged to you when 
you correct me. 

The Morning Post of the 15tli of January, 1838, 
relates, that a few weeks afterwards,- “ Lord Eldon 
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“ met, in Westminster Hall, Mr. Horne Tooke, ^vho 
“ walked np to him and said, ‘ Let me avail myself of 
“ ‘ this opportunity to express my sense of your hu- 
‘‘ ‘ mane and considerate conduct during the late 
“ trials.’ ” 

The acquittal of Mr. Tooke, thus immediately fol- 
lowing that of Hardy, made it manifest that the juries 
of England were not prepared to convict other pri- 
soners of high treason upon evidence merely similar 
to that adduced in the prosecutions already tried ; 
and as the proofs against Messrs. Bonney, Joyce, 
Holcroft, and Stewart Kyd, would have carried the 
case no farther than the point at which it had twice 
failed, the Law Officers thought proper to open an 
acquittal as to those four prisoners. In the instance 
of Thelwall, against whom there existed other evi- 
dence, the prosecution proceeded ; hut after a trial 
which lasted four days, the jury acquitted him. The 
prosecutions against the remaining prisoners were 
then discontinued. 

The discretion of the Law Officers of the Crown, 
in charging the offence of these prisoners as high 
treason, rather than as a seditious misdemeanour, has 
been often questioned. The responsibihty of the de- 
cision rests undoubtedly on the Attorney-Genei’al of 
that day ; and he never shrank from it. The follow- 
ing is his vindication of himself, as recorded in his 
Anecdote Book : 

“ The trials in 1794, of Hardy, Tooke, &c. for high 
treason, at the Old Bailey, were the most important 
proceedings in which I was ever professionally engaged. 
As I was blamed by some, perhaps by many, for 
indicting them for high treason, instead of indicting 
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for misdemeanour and sedition only, I record liere the 
reasons ■wHch led me to take tlie course I adopted, 
and to produce that great mass of evidence before 
the jury, -which many thought perplexed them so 
much, that they were unable to draw the true in- 
ferences. When the societies, of which these indi- 
viduals were members, were broken up by order of 
government, and many of the members (among 
others the individuals indicted and tried) were, toge- 
ther with aU their papers, and particularly those 
respecting the proceedings of the different affiliated 
societies, seized, by warrants, on suspicion of high 
treason, such of the judges as were Privy Councillors., 
and were present at the many and long examinations 
of the parties apprehended, at the reading of the papers 
seized, and at the examination of the witnesses, being 
called upon for their opinions, stated, that in their judg- 
ment the parties were guilty of high treason. The 
warrants of commitment for trial treated them as 
parties committed on account of high treason. The 
cases, as treasonable cases, were the subject of com- 
munications to, and debates in, parliament. As At- 
torney-General, and public prosecutor, I did not 
think myself at liberty in the indictments to let down 
the character of the offence. The mass of evidence, 
in my judgment, was such as ought to go to the jury 
for their opinion, whether they were guUty or not 
guilty of Treason. Unless the whole evidence was 
laid before the jury, it would have been impossible 
that the country could ever have been made fully 
acquainted with the danger to which it was exposed, 
if these persons, and the societies to which they 
belonged, ’ had actually met in that national con- 
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vention, wliicli tlie papers seized proved that they 
were about to hold, and which was to have supei’- 
seded parliament itself ; and it appeared to me to he 
more essential to securing the p>uhlic safety that the whole 
of their tt^ansactions should he puhlished, than that any 
of these individuals should he convicted. They, too, 
who were lawyers and judges, having stated their 
opinion that these were cases of high treason, I could 
not but be aware what blame would have been 
thrown upon the Law Ofdcers of the Crown, if they 
had been indicted for misdemeanour, andtlie evidence 
had proved a case of high treason, which, proved, 
would have entitled them to an acquittal for the mis- , 
demeanour ; and then the country would not have 
tolerated, and ought not to have tolerated, that, after 
such an acquittal, their lives should have been put in 
jeopardy by another indictment for liigh treason. It 
was true that a charge for misdemeanour might have 
been so conducted, as not to risk the danger of ac- 
quittal on the ground of guilt of a higher nature, viz. 
by giving no more of the e'^ddence than just enough 
to sustain the charge of misdemeanour ; but then the 
great object of satisfying the kingdom as to the real 
nature of the case could not possibly have been 
attained. — Fault was imj)uted in anotlier way, viz. 
that the evidence miglit have been less largely given 
in support of the indictments for higli treason, and 
so the probabihties of comdction have been rendered 
greater. But to this I had tAvo objections. 1st, That 
by so proceeding, the great object, of satisfying the 
country and making them aAA\are of their danger, 
could not haA’-e been attained : 2dly, (and this second 
reason I stated in the strongest terms, at consultations 
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with those who assisted me upon this great occasion, 
as deciding me entirely, when they pressed for a 
short case, as giving the best chance for conviction,) 
that it was a principle of mine, upon which I had 
ever acted, and ever would act, when, as Attornej’'- 
General, I was prosecuting for the public, and more 
especially in cases that affected life, that the jury 
impanelled to decide the question between tlie coun- 
try and the prisoner should know every fact and cir- 
cumstance that I knew, and that I never could sleep 
again if they convicted a man upon evidence before 
them, where I was left in a state of doubt whether 
they would have convicted if they had known what 
other evidence I could have laid before them. I 
therefore opened the case, and the evidence at large, 
in a speech of nine hours. The trial of Hardy, which 
came on first, lasted many days. It was said that it 
would have been better management if I had tried 
Horne Tooke first ; but I had convinced myself that 
that would have been unfair. The judge, who 
summed up the evidence, after bearing both sides, 
had more doubt whether the case of high treason 
was made out, than he had when he attended the 
Privy Council. Ersldne and Gibbs, the prisoner’s 
counsel, ably took advantage, particularly the latter, 
of the prejudices against what is called constructive 
treason : the jury were fatigued and puzzled ; and in 
the state in which they were, it cannot be surprising 
that they acquitted the accused. When a little time 
had enabled the public to judge coolly about the pro- 
ceeding, the public mind seemed satisfied with the 
result — with the great information they derived 
■from the evidence as to matters which so intimately 
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affected their security (information which led to the 
suppression of imminent danger), and with the mo- 
deration and temper in which the trials had been 
conducted.” 

From this account of his own opjinions and motives, 
it will he seen that there is no foundation for the 
report which represents him as having advised and 
contended that the prosecution should he for the 
minor offence of sedition. “ I have heard him say,” 
observes Mr. Farrer, “ that the Attorney-General 
“ takes an oath of office which compels him to act 
“ independently of the cabinet, and that it is his duty 
“ to resign rather than be a party to proceedings 
“ which he does not approve.” The Attorney-General 
thus appears to have taken the same view of the trials 
as the minister himself, who, on the 16th of Novem- 
ber 1795, in defending the Treasonable Practices' 
Bill, took occasion to observe, that he was sure the 
trials, and the evidence produced upon them, had 
had a strong effect upon the public, and that the 
exposition of that immense mass of matter, and 
the development of the real designs 'entertained by 
the Societies, had served to open the eyes of the 
unwary, to check the incautious, and to deter the 
timid. 

That such results were likely to be the ultimate 
fruit of these trials was hardly considered at the time 
a sufficient compensation for their failure. The course 
pursued had, as Lord Eldon admits, been contrary to 
the opinion of many, whose judgment was, from the 
be^inninff, that the Crown should prosecute, not for 
high treason where failure was probable, hut lor 
seditious misdemeanour where conviction would luive 
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been certain. They considered that a failure on a 
trial for treason would, by giving a temporary triumph 
to the disaffected, jn’oduce, for a while at least, the ill 
effect of weakening those very interests of monarchical 
govermnent whicli it was tlic whole purpose of the 
prosecutions to confirm. And it must be admitted 
to them that if the charge had, in accordance with 
their view, been framed as for a seditious misde- 
meanor onty, and the evidence confined, as Lord 
Eldon himself intimates that it might have been, 
within such limits as to have secured a conviction for 
that minor offence, there would still have been no- 
thing to preclude a subsequent publication of that 
part of the evidence which had been spared at the 
trials ; ]3y which course the government would equally 
have conveyed all the material information to the 
public mind, would have had credit for forbearance 
in not aiming at the lives of the accused, and would 
have finally stood in the position of successful vindi- 
cators of the law and constitution. 

Such are the arguments on both sides of this grave 
question : and if, at this day, the preponderance 
appear to be against the policy then pursued, we 
must remember that we are now looking at the sub- 
ject after the event, and that the judgments, which 
decided in favour of that policy, were those of Mr. Pitt 
and of Lord Eldon. 
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CHAPTER XIIL 
1795—1797. 

SUSPENSION OP THE HABEAS CORPUS ACT CONTINUED: ATTORNEY 
general’s speech. STATE OF PUBLIC FEELING AT THE MEET- 

ING OF PARLIAMENT IN OCTOBER 1795. — ATTEjMPT ON- THE KING’S 

LIFE. TREASONABLE ATTEMPTS AND SEDITIOUS MEETINGS 

BILLS, PREPARED BY THE ATTORNEY GENERAL : HIS SPEECH ON 

- THE FORMER : BOTH ENACTED PROSECUTION OP MR. REEVES. 

STORIES OF SMUGGLERS. — -SERJEANT HILL. LORD THURLOIV. 

— A SEDITIOUS BOY. — LORD NELSON. — JAMES BOSWELL. 

Parliament assembled for the dispatch of business 
on the 30th of December : and, on the 15th of Ja- 
nuary in the new year 1795, the Attorney General 
moved for leave to bring in a bill, continuing for a 
further term tlie act, of the preceding session, by 
which the Habeas ' Corpus had, as to certain cases, 
been suspended. This continuance of the suspension 
was strongly condemned by the Opposition, as unneces- 
sary and unconstitutional. The Attorney General, 
on the 23d of January, in following ]\Ir. Lambton’s 
opening speech upon the second reading, justified the 
measure at considerable length. 

He contended that the result of the late trials hy no means 
proved the hill now in question to he unnccessaiy. The 
juries, who acquitted the indii'idual prisoners, might not 
perhaps differ from parliament in their view of the gcncrnl 
conspii-acy; and at all events this was a subject on wliieii 
parliament was competent to decide for itself, independently 
of the sentiments of any jury.' After vindicating the law 
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ofliccvs who had judged those eases propev to he suhniittcd 
for trial, and the grand jury who had hnnul the hills, he 
proceeded to ohserve, that a legal acr][uit{al was not neces- 
sarily a moral one. He would put a ease upon this sub- 
ject. Suppose, upon a charge of treason, any gentleman of 
imhlcmishcd honour were to give evidence of an overt act, 
to the satisfaction of every man who heard him, still, if 
there was no other evidence, the prisoner must be ac- 
quitted; because the law says, there must be two witnesses. 
Here wonld be a ease of a verdict of not guilty, in -which 
every person must be satisfied of the real guilt of the per- 
son acc|uittcd. There were cases even, in which the con- 
fession of guilt by the parly accused could not legally be 
received against him in evidence. In such eases, though 
a jury might be bound by law to acquit the prisoner, could 
any man thinlc that the verdict of not guilty was a proof 
of moral innocence ? He would state to the House a most 
extraordinary fact, in corroboration of the argument he 
had just been maintaining. "V^Hiilc he and his learned 
friend (hir. Ersldnc) were contending at the trials about 
the meaning of a publication of one of the societies, that 
very society published another paper, avowing that their 
meaning in the former publication was exactly that which 
he had put upon it; but he could not, in point of law, 
produce the second paper to prove the meaning of the first, 
because the latter paper was Avritten after the prisoner had 
been taken into custody. Here Avas a case in which no 
human being could doubt the meaning of the paper; but 
yet he Avas prevented by technical rules from proving it. 
“ Let us, then,” continued the Attorney General, “ preserve 
“ the constitution in all its branches — let us preserve it in 
“ parliament — let us preserve it before juries. Let us pre- 
‘‘ serve it, not by sacrificing the one branch to the othei’, but 
“ by giving to each its due portion of respect.” He then 
observed, that societies, Avhose object Avas to introduce the 
French system of government, were Avholly irreconclleable 
Avith the government of England. These societies had never 
addressed the' French ConA’^ention till after the deposition of 
the -King of France ; but when the King had been deposed, 
VOL. I. T 
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then the French Convention was deemed worthy of a cor- 
respondence with the English Societies, who, from that time, 
made numerous communications to it. He read a variety of 
extracts from this correspondence, evincing identity of object 
on both sides of the Channel. He animadverted upon the 
mischievous writings of some authors then very popular with 
the revolutionary party, and censured the language of those 
members of the opposition, who applied the light and ina- 
dequate epithets of ^‘idle and foolish ” to the conduct of 
those who had adopted their scandalous doctrines, and had 
expressed a desire for a National Convention in England. 
While such opinions were in motion, was it not absolutely 
necessary that Government should be armed with extra- 
ordinary powers to resist them? The month of November 
1792, in which was voted the address from the London Con- 
stitutional Society to the National Convention, was also the 
month in which that Convention passed its famous decree, 
offering to assist the subjects of every country against their 
governors. — After giving a general history of the proceedings 
of the revolutionary societies in England from that month of 
November, 1792, to the meeting at Challc Faim in 1794, he 
dwelt upon the extensive preparations of arras, manufactured 
all alike in so many parts of the kingdom at the same time, 
and observed that they could not be supposed to have come 
to such a resemblance by mere accident. On these grounds 
he must maintain the indispensable necessity of this bill: 
which biU, nevertheless, he should be so unwilling to continue 
for one hour beyond such necessity, that he would readily 
agree to a clause enabling parliament to repeal it even in the 
present session, if the exigency should so soon have ceased. 
With reference to what had fallen from Mr. Lambton, he 
said that as often as he saw a man of extensive property pro- 
fessing the sentiments which had been uttered by the last 
speaker, his thoughts recurred to tlie following jDassage in a 
letter from the editors of the Sheffield Patriot to the Con- 
stitutional Society : — 

‘‘ Wlicnevcr yon hud a man, apprehensive that an attempt 
at reform may produce confusion and the destruction ot 
property, ask him if he knows such a gentleman (naming 
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“ one of great fortune and cliarncter in the ncigliljourliood, 
“ -who is an advocate for reform). He Avill say, yes. You may 
“ tlicii ask him, whether he supposes that such a man ^YOuld 
support a measure Avhich had a tcndcnc}’^ to destroy all pro- 
perty, and consequently to ruin him, — and so forth.” By 
this sort of sophism, gentlemen who really were anxious for 
the good of the country, wci*c cited as examples to seduce 
uninformed men into all the Avild and dangerous schemes of 
pretended reforms. 

To this clay there are men of “ great fortune and 
“ character” who patronise .such movements as those 
of 1794: and to this da 3 >^ the fallacy, thus condemned 
hy Sir John Scott, continues to be advanced by mis- 
chievous persons, and accepted b}* thoughtless ones. 
Yet the decoy is a palpable one. Let the “ man of 
“ great fortune and character,” avIio favours the de- 
precated movement, be one of the most honest and 
well-meaning of manldnd, — and what does liis adhe- 
sion prove ? Surety not that the movement involves 
no danger ; but only that he is not aware of its in- 
volving any. And then, because some such well- 
meaning persons are aware of no danger, it is to be 
taken as proved that no danger can exist ! But there 
is another class, also possessing “ great fortune,” and 
even a certain “character,” who lend their coun- 
tenance to revolutionary projects, with a thorough 
perception that if those projects should succeed, their 
OAvn property and position would be destroyed : — are 
these men more entitled to the confidence of their 
country ? Less still : since they mislead' humbler men, 
with a thorough knowledge that they are misleading 
them. All indeed may not have quite the same mo- 
tives for the delusion. Some lend themselves to it, 
from the mere lack of courage to leave their party : 
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contimiing to countenance evils •wliicli tliey fully 
compreliencl, rather than break with a cluh, or incur 
a taunt in Parliament or the press. These are the 
weaker folk: the wickeder are those who encourage 
mischievous movement, not with any expectation of 
its success, hut, on the contrary, in full reliance that 
by the time it shall have served their personal ambi- 
tion, it 'svill have been put down by truer and braver 
men. They take the benefit of a double game; 
flourishing upon the popularity of their own profes- 
sions, while they hug themselves in the safety of 
other men’s principles. Such is the worth of the 
warranty, which property gets from the presence of 
a few of its owners, honest or dishonest, in the ranks 
of revolution. 

Repeated divisions were taken on this and on tlie 
subsequent stages of the bill, in the House of Com- 
mons. After some resistance in the House of Lords, 
where a provision was added for limiting its duration 
to the 1st of July 1795, it became law- as the 35th 
of Geo. 3. c. 3. 

This act answered its purpose while it lasted ; but 
it had no sooner expired, than the dealers in agita- 
tion renewed their endeavours to excite discontent 
among the common people. The war against tlic 
French, into which the majority of the English nation 
had rushed with all imaginable eagerness, had disap- 
pointed the expectations of the sanguine ; and on 
that disappointment the seditious societies were 
incessantly working. Yast meetings were held in the 
open air, at which several active members of the Cor- 
responding Society attempted to distinguish tliem- 
sclvcs by the violence of their harangues. Others 
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mingled in private vitli the lower classes, and profited 
by tlie ignorance of the worhiiig people to iill them 
with the most injurious notions of the government 
and its objects. Among those disturbers there ap- 
pear to have been some who, though British-born 
subjects, were in the actual employ of the hrencli 
Bepublic. Their machinations were much facilitated 
by a scarcity, from which the poor endured severe 
suffering. 

Such was the state of circumstances and feelings 
among the lower orders, when Parliament assembled, 
on the 29th of October 1795. The King, who went 
in person to the House of Lords for the purpose of 
opening the session, was assailed, both in going and in 
returning, with loud expressions of displeasure from 
the unusuall}^ numerous crowd collected in St. James’s 
Park, through which liis road lay. Some stones Avcrc 
throvm at the state-coach ; and one of the windows 
was perforated, apparently by a bullet from an air- 
gun. On this occasion, says Lord Eldon in his 
Anecdote Book, the attendant, who was ‘‘ one of the 
great officers of state, started at the shot striking 
the window of the state-coach, and passing through 
it. ‘ Sit still, sir,’ said the King : ‘ let us not betray 
any fear of what may happen.’ — In those times I 
have heard him say, that he might perhaps be the 
last King of England., He was certainly a person 
of great courage. When Hatfield shot at him at the 
play-house, and when Margaret Nicholson tried to 
assassinate him, he betrayed no fear. When, in the 
riots of 1780, his Privy Councillors hesitated what 
advice to give him, he said, he should act without 
their advice, and would order his horse to the door, 
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that he might go at the head of the troops in per- ' 
son, and give them orders to disperse the rioters 
by force.” 

The attack npon the person of the Sovereign, at 
the opening of the session, suggested the necessity of 
some special enactments for the better protection of 
the monarchy and the monarch. The government 
instructed the Attorney-General to prepare the neces- 
sary bills for that j)ur]DOse. He performed this duty 
with so great dispatch, that the Treasonable Attempts 
Bill, whereof the first section, defining cei’tain trea- 
sons, is now a permanent law, was read a first time 
in the House of Lords on the 6th of November : and 
on the 10th the Seditious Meetings Bill, now long since 
expired, was originated in the House of Commons. 

The Treasonable Attempts Bill, after reciting the 
outrages offered to the King’s person at the opening 
of the session, and the daily multitude of seditious 
pamphlets and speeches, went in substance to proHcle, 
that if any should compass the King’s death or de- 
struction, or any bodily harm tending to his death or 
destruction or tending to maim or wound iiim or 
imprison or restrain his person, — or should compass 
to dej^rive or depose liiin from the Crown of this or 
any other of his dominions, or to Ic^y' war against 
him witliin this realm for the purpose of compelling 
a change in his councils or constraining or intimidat- 
ing cither house of parliament — or should compass to 
move a foreign invasion of this or any otlier of his 
dominions, — and should express such com])assings 
by publishing any printing or writing, or by .any 
overt net: every such offender legally conviclcd 
should be deemed guilty of high 1 reason. 1 hose 
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cnactincmte Averc to lic in force until the end of the 
next session after a demise of the Crown ; but before 
that event occurred, the 57thGco. 3. c. 6. rendered them 
perpetual. The Treasonable Attempts Bill then went 
on to make temporary provisions against seditious 
words, spoken, written, or ])rinted, the utterers or 
pidjlishcrs whereof Avere subjected l\y it, on a first 
conviction, to the punishment of a liigli misdemeanor: 
and, on a second conviction, cither to the same punish- 
ment, or to that of banishment, or of transportation, 
at tlie discretion of tlie court. 

The Seditious I\Icctings Bill, noAV expired, forbade, 
except in certain specitied cases, llic assembling of 
more than fifty persons for the purpose, or on the 
pretext, of petitioning or deliberating upon grievances, 
unless under certain safeguards thereby prescribed. 
It gave poAvers to magistrates for dispersing unlaAA'’- 
ful assemblies: it provided severe penalties against 
offenders, and it suppressed unlicensed places for 
political discussions or discourses, Avherc mone}^ Avas 
charged for admission. 

The announcement of these two measures brought 
out a burst of dissatisfaction among those adverse to 
the principles of the GoA'^ernmeut : the unpopularity 
of any such restraint, among the dangerous classes of 
the public, being always pretty nearly in proportion 
to the necessity for it. The discussions in the House 
of Commons, upon the Treasonable Attempts Bill 
Avhich had originated in the Upper House, gave op- 
portunities to the Opposition of making fresh animad- 
A^ersions upon the Attorney General, for his exercise 
of the discretion constitutionally vested in his office. In 
the debate of the 15th of November, he Aundicated 
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himself with his usual firmness and moderation : and 
showed the necessity of the proposed enactment, from 
the great multiplication of libels, pubhshed and cii’- 
culated by the seditious societies. On the SOtli, in 
answer to the speech of Mr. Erskine, who opposed the 
motion for going into committee on this bill, 

The Attorney General entered at large into the consider- 
ation of its enactments, hie considered it as not extending 
the law of treason beyond the true intent of the statute of 
Edward III.^ but only as defining and explaining that statute, 
which had itself provided that in all cases of doubt upon its 
construction, recourse should be had to Parliament for a more 
definite exposition. Lord Hale had said that this statute 
included an imagination to depose the king; whereas Mr. 
Erskine had argued, that to levy war against the King was 
not treason, unless coupled with an intention to compass his 
death. From this opinion he himself, as a lawyei*, must dis- 
sent ; but at least there was the sort of doubt which the 
statute of Edward had prescribed that the legislature should 
solve. Persuaded as he was, by the unprecedented as- 
semblages and libels of the time, that a design existed to 
subvert the government and constitution, he would not incur 
any merited charge of supineness. In addressing himself, not 
only to the possessors of land and wealth, but to those also 
who felt that then.' liberties were a valuable property, he 
would remind them that a revolution could never enrich the 
poorer classes, but would make the whole coimtr}’' poor 
indeed.” He believed that the provisions now proposed as 
to treason were no more than consonant with the old law ol 
the land ; but independently of any prior law, and of any 
connection with the societies, he would ask whether the 
recent attack on the Sovereign did not call upon the legis- 
lature for some clear enactment regarding this class of crimes? 
Proceeding to that part of the bill which dealt with sedi- 
tious misdemeanor, he must remark that it was no in- 
novation, to treat some kinds of misdemeanor as highly 
punishable. A great ]icr.-on. Lord 'I’lnirlow, whom he was 
bound to revere, and whose protection of him demanded, 
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aiid-slioulcl ever have, his gmtitiKle and esteem, had, when 
Attorney General, prosecuted ISIr. Horne Toolcc for a libel, 
and had moved the Court that he should be pilloried : 
though the libel upon the record was not, like the modern 
publications, a libel on the government and constitution of 
the country, degrading to the most sacred and honourable 
characters, but merely a libel concerning the administration 
of the kingdom. The present bill, in subjecting certain 
misdemeanors to certain punishments, gave this advantage 
to the defendant, that it required, as in case of treason, two 
witnesses to convict him. And if it prescribed a heavier 
jmnishment on a second conviction, was there not good reason 
to mark a wilful and malicious repetition with a more signal 
penalty ? He had done his utmost to repress the evil by the 
already existing laws : for, in the last two years, there had 
been more prosecutions for libels than in any twenty years 
before. But the otfence had now swelled to a magnitude 
with which the existing laws were no longer adequate to 
cope : and, unless some further aid were given by Parliament 
for its suppression, the House would too late regret that they 
had not encountered it by a timely remedy. 

The bill was read a third time on the 10th of 
December, when the Attorney General again reverted 
to several of the topics of his former speeches. After 
two divisions, the bill passed on the same night : and 
it stands on the Statute Book as the 36th Geo. 3. c. 7. 

The Seditious Meetings Bill was opposed with a 
temper not less acrimonious : but in those discussions 
the Attorney General appears to have taken no active 
part. It became a temporary law, as the 36th Geo. 3. 
c. 8. 

The measures thus adopted by the Government, for 
the suppression of political disturbers, begot, among 
the friends of the movement party, a keen desire of 
retaliation : and an occasion speedily presented itself, 
in the instance of a pamphlet entitled Thoughts on 
the English Government, the work of John Reeves, 
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Esq., a magistrate of Middlesex, and an active par- 
tizan of tlie Government, wlio was especially ob- 
noxious to the seditious societies, as having been 
the principal organizer of the Association agamst 
repubhcans and levellers. In this pamphlet Mr. 
Reeves argued, that “ with the exception of the ad- 
“ vice and consent of the two Houses of Parhament 
“ and the interposition of juries,” the government of 
England is wholly monarchical : that “ the monarch 
“ is the stock from which hqve sprung those goodly 
“ branches of the legislature, the Lords and Com- 
“ mons” — but that “they are still only branches, which 
“ may be lopped off, and the tree is a tree still : shorn 
“ indeed of its honours, but not, like them, cast mto 
“ the fire. The Idngly government may go on, in all 
“ its functions, without Lords or Commons : it has 
“ heretofore done so for years together, and in our 
“ times it does so during every recess of parliament; 

“ but, without the King, his parliament is no more.” 
The Opposition, who had been unable to discern any 
danger to the constitution in the publications of the 
seditious societies, were horror-struck by the theory 
of desj)otism, which they descried in these assertions 
of Mr. Reeves. The ministers, wdth the exception of 
Mr. Windham, acquiesced in a motion of J\lr. Sheri- 
dan, made on the 23d and amended on the 2Gth of 
November 1795, which aifirincd that the pamplilet 
was a scandalous and seditious libel, and a high 
breach of privilege. 

The Attorney General, however, observed, that juries 
sometimes differed in opinion from the House, and acquitted 
persons whoso prosecution the House had directed. He de- 
clined to give Ins opinion ivhcther this work were a libel or 
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not. He said liiut it ^vas for tlie House to decide tlmt 
question, and that, if ordered to prosecute, he would discharge 
his duty fiithfull}*, 

Mr. Sheridan’s motion having been carried, "with 
onl}' two dissenting voices, ji eoimnittcc was appointed 
to ascertain the author : and it rcj)orted that the au- 
thor was j\rr. Reeves. i\[r. Sheridan then proposed, that 
instead of dh’ceting ]\rr. Reeves to be prosecuted, tlic 
House sliould order tlie pamphlet to be burnt by the 
common hangman: which proposal he intimated his 
intention of following up, by a motion for an address 
to the Crown, praying that j\rr. Reeves might be re- 
moved from any place of trust. Instead, ]lowc^■er, of 
adopting the suggestions of i\Ir. Sheridan, tlic House 
directed the Attorney General to prosecute. These 
debates extended through several evenings in the 
latter part of November and the first half of De- 
cember. On the 20th of the following iMaj^, j\Ir. 
Reeves was brought to trial, and acquitted : the juiy, 
however, expressing their opinion that the publica- 
tion was a very improper one, though the motives of 
the author were not of the criminal nature laid in 
the indictment. This animadversion appears, from a 
note, 26 State Trials, p. 594., to have been forced by 
one of the jurymen upon the other eleven, as the 
price of his concurrence in the acquittal. 

On the 19th of May, the day preceding this trial. 
Parliament had been dissolved. The Attorney Ge- 
neral’s connection with "Wcobly now ceased, and he 
was returned to parliament for Boroughbridge in 
Yorkshire, with Sir Francis Burdett for his colleague. 

The years 1796 and 1797, though fertile in govern- 
ment prosecutions, had not called forth any great 
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parliamentaiy exertion on tlie part of tlie Attorney 
General. But tlie Anecdote Book contains some 
amusing recollections wliich belong to the period of 
his official service. 

“ When I was Solicitor or Attorney General,” says 
he, “ we had this ingenious case of smuggling proved. 
A person at Dover smuggled 3000 pairs of French 
gloves. He sent all the right-hand gloves to London. 
They were seized and sold. Nobody would buy 
right-hand gloves, who had not the left-hand gloves. 
The smuggler therefore bought them for a mere trifle. 
Having purchased the right-hand gloves, he then sent 
the 3000 left-hand gloves to London. They were 
also seized, sold, and of course bought by him for a 
price next to nothing. Thus he became possessed of 
them, though' contraband, according to law, and, as a 
smuggler would say, in an honest way.” 

“ I prosecuted a ship at Bristol to condemnation 
for having on board smuggled goods to a great 
amount. George Bous, who was a good-natured 
friendly man, but violent in court, and particularly 
as counsel for smugglers, raved in this case and swore 
that I had contrived to have these goods put on board, 
in order to condemn the ship, wliilst the captain had 
gone, ashore to see a wife whom ho tenderly loved 
and his children whom he was. extremely fond of, at 
the end of a vciy long voyage in which he had been 
absent from them. This was all coinage : but it was 
put a stop to by a sailor in court starting up and ex- 
claiming, ‘AYell, that’s a good one! — that’s a good 

fetch! Why my mistress and her children were 

aboard ship with our captain during the Avhole of t!ic 
voyage !’” 
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“ After SerjeaDt Hill ceased to attend tlic courts of 
justice ns a pleading bari’ister, lie answered eases, and 
inanj^ were laid before liiin for bis opinion, llis habit 
was to 'ATitc bis opinion and illustrate it by mention- 
ing all the cases upon which it was founded, witli .'i 
great deal of reasoning upon each case. With such 
a fund of information, others as well as myself, who 
attended in courts, frcquentl}’’ were enabled to argue 
cases most abl}’’ and powerfully, the merit, however, 
being the Serjeant’s. Upon thus being consulted, he 
looked for what he certainly ought to liavc had, a 
good fee. A case being laid before him for inform- 
ation, vdth a fee of one guinea, the opinion he wrote, 
which I saw, was, 1 think, in these words, (keejiing 
the gumea,) ‘ I don’t answer such a case as this for 
one guinea. Geo. Hill, Lin. Inn,’ — adding year and 
day. The serjeant always con^’crsed with me veiy 
freely. I met him upon our staircase after the long 
vacation, and he addressed me thus: — ‘My dear 
friend, 3 ^ou will be shocked to hear what a loss I 
have sustained since I saw you.’ I expressed great 
concern that any thing should have happened 'i\diicli 
he had so much cause to lament. Oh, he said, he 
had never had so much cause of grief, or suffered such 
a calamity. Before I could express another word, he 
said, ‘ I have lost poor dear Mrs. HiU.’ And, then 
pausing for some time, during which I felt greatly 
and painfully on his account, he at last broke silence, 
saying, ‘ I don’t know though, that the loss was so 
great ; for she had aU her property, Mr. Attorney, 
to her separate use.’ ” 

“ Lord Thurlow, when Chancellor, called me into 
his room at Lincoln’s Inn Hall, and, among other 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

1798—1799. 

TREASORERSHIP OP MIDDLE TEMPLE. MEASURES AGAINST DIS- 

APFECTION. — PROSECUTION OP O’COIGLEY AND OTHERS. — PU- 

NISmiENTS FOR POLITICAL OFFENCES. ATTORNEY. GENEILIL’s 

ILLNESS. PROSECUTION OP GILBERT IVAKEFIELD. AWKWARD 

SQUAD. TREASONABLE AND SEDITIOUS PRACTICES BILL. — SER- 

AHCES OP SIR JOHN SCOTT IN THE HOUSE OF COMJIONS : HIS 
DEMEANOUR TOWARD MR. PITT. VACANCY IN THE CHIEF JUSTICE- 
SHIP OF THE COMMON PLEAS. SIR J. SCOTT'S EMOLUAIENTS AT 

THE BAR. ANECDOTES OF LAWYERS. LORD NORTHINGTON. — 

T. COWPER. LORD MANSFIELD. SHI FLETCHER NORTON. — 

SERJT. DAIW. — LORD C. B. MACDONALD AND BARON GRAHAM. — 
JUDGE WILLES. — BHl. DUNNING. — LORD NORBURY, &C. &C. 

From the latter part of Michaelmas term, 1797, to the 
corresponding period in 1798, Sir John Scott served 
the office of Treasurer, that is, Principal of the Society 
of the Middle Temple. The devolution of this annual 
honour is determined- by election, which usually falls 
upon each Master of the Bench in the order of his 
seniority there. During his year, the Treasurer lias 
a potential voice in directing the financial and other 
affairs of the society, and filling up any vacancies that 
may happen in its patronage. 

On the 4th of April 1798, the Attornej^ General 
introduced the bill for preventing the publication of 
newsjiapers “ b}^ persons not knovm.” After two 
discussions, which were not very interesting nor very 
keen, it passed into law, as the statute of the 38t]i 
Geo. 3. c. 78. 

A message from the Grovm was delivered, on tlic 
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h of April, to both Houses of Parlimnout, iiiforui- 
tliem of tlie prepnratious •wliicli tlic cuemy werG 
king for tlie invasion of lAiglancl, and rccominend- 
• the consideration of measures for defeating the 
ebinations of disaffected persons in tins count ly. 
•on these grounds another bill vas passed for the 
suspension of the Habeas Corpus till the 1st day of 
the following February. 

ItAvas in the spring of 1798 that a prosecution for 
Ifmii treason "was instituted aminst the ]\cv. James 

O O 

O’Coigley, Mr. Arthur O’Connor, John Binns, and 
others, which was tried at Maidstone on the 21st and 
22d days of ^lay. j\Ir. Gurney, who defended Binns, 
made it one of his topics with the jury, that the 
Attorney General had always failed in his prosecutions 
for high treason. 

“ The Attorney General,” said he, “ in his opening, told 
you, with a seriousness and solemnity well becoming the 
oceasion, that he should make out such a case against the 
prisoners at the bar, that he thought it Avas not Avithin the 
compass of possibility for them to giA^e such an answer to it 
as to entitle them to a verdict of acquittal. Gentlemen, that 
language may be somcAvhat ncAv to you, but it is not ncAV to 
me. I have heard the same kind of languafrc from the same 
learned gentleman, delivered in the same solemn manner, 
more than once, or tAvice, or tluice, or CA'^en four times ; but 
I never yet kncAV that jury, in a case of high treason, Avho, 
at the conclusion of the cause, coincided Avith him in judg- 
ment.” 

In point of fact, there had been five prior prose- 
cutions for high treason by Sir John Scott, all of 
Avhich had failed. The first, second, and third, Avere 
those against Hardy, Tooke, and Thelwall : the fourth 
Avas against William Stone: and the fifth against 

VOL. I. u 
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Robert Thomas Crossfield. However, on the j)resent, 
which was the sixth occasion, one of the prisoners, 
O’Coigley, was convicted: the rest, among whom was 
Mr. Gurney's client, escaped. 

In the report of this case, 27 Howell’s State Trials, 
120, there occurs another example of Sir John Scott's 
good temper and forbearance. Mr. Fergusson, then 
a very young man, who was counsel for one of the 
prisoners, interrupted the Attorney General’s reply 
with the uncml expression, “ This is a gross mis- 
“ statement of this letter." The Attorney General's 
only notice of this impropriety was, “ I excuse Mr. 
“ Fergusson; because, when I had the good fortime 
“ to be as young as he is, I was as impatient.” 

Soon after the Meethig of Parliament m the follow- 
ing November, a bill was introduced for still further 
continuing the suspension of the Habeas Corpus till 
May 1799. The few members who at that time con- 
stituted the actual opposition, (for Mr. Fox and his 
immediate adherents had systematically discontinued, 
or as they termed it, seceded from, all attendance in 
the House of Commons,) objected to the second read- 
ing of this bill, and complained of the hardships now 
inflicted on persons imprisoned for political offences. 

The Attorney General^ i*i supporting tlie measure, ac- 
quainted the House, that in consequenee of some complaints, 
which had been put foi*th on another occasion rcsjiccfing the 
severity of the punishments inflicted for libel, and whicli 
seriously reflected on the Court of lung’s Bench, he had been 
led to trace the history of its proceedings upon this sul>jcct : 
and it would be found, he said, from a comparison of the 
sentences passed by that Court during the last six years, with 
those of any other period since the Bevolulion, that tlic 
present judges, without neglecting their duty, had con>=idcr- 
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ably softened the character of punishment in general, and 
particularly of punishment for Hl)cl. I’ormcrly, the course 
had been for the Attorney General to prcscriljc the punish- 
ments of persons brought up for judgment ; but he himself 
had followed the practice of a distinguished huvycr whom he 
revered and loved ; he meant Lord Thurlow, the first At- 
torney General who disused the immemorial practice of 
directino: the sentence : and if that disuse hud not been the 
sole cause of the modern mitigation in the punishment of 
libel, much lenity had undoubtedly followed upon the change. 
Sir Jolm Scott then observed upon the increased eftbrts, 
wliich in late times had been made to propagate sedition, and 
bring into contempt the religious, political, and moral insti- 
tutions of the country, and every individual who held a 
conspicuous position in the administration of the law or of the 
govenmient. He concluded by advci'ting to the particular 
cases in which severity had been imputed, and shewed the 
exaggeration and even falsehood of the complaints, and the 
malignity and pertinacious repetition of the oflbnccs. 

The discussion on tlie Suspension Bill vras renewed 
on the motion for going into committee : the Attorney 
General again disproved the unputed oppression and 
cruelty : and after a speech and protest in the House 
of Lords from Lord Holland, who seems to have been 
the only active opponent of the measure among the 
Peers, it was passed through the legislature in the 
beginning of the new year. 

Mr. Pensam used to relate an incident, which, 
though unimportant in itself, deserves to be men- 
tioned as illustrating the kindness of Sir John Scott’s 
disposition. He was summoned as Attorney General 
to attend a council held in 1798 at Weymouth, where 
George the Third was passing the autumn. The 
then clerk of the council was Mr. Fawkener. The At- 
torney General came down in a chaise with Mr. James 
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jpMpj Ms clerk: who was not, as a barrister’a 
often is, a mere servant, but a superior and 
jlential person : and Mr. Fawkener travelled in 
^aer chaise with his servant, who had been a 
3r under his command in the Guards. Fawkener 
3sed to change partners, by joining Sir John 
in one chaise, and putting his own servant with 
^^^sMp inHhe other. The Attorney General hesi- 
i. Fawkener apologised for having made a pro- 
1 wMch he feared was not agreeable. “ Why, 
jj^^^jwkener,” said the Attorney General, “ I will teU 
p. There is not a gentleman in England whose 
^^feiety would give me more gratification than 
®^[ur’s. But Holdship has been with me eight and 
^^[enty years : I have the greatest regard for Mm : 


(( 


a 






a 


a 


u 


tw 

he* 


ha 


knows all my business and books, and I can 
jrdly tell how I should go on if any tMng hap- 
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Pith a servant, he might think it a slight ; and that 
^^*TOuld not inflict on him, even for the pleasure of 
veiling with you.” Fawkener again apologised, 
admitted the force and kindness of the reason 
^ed. However it turned out at last, that Mr. 
phip, on hearing of the proposal, was well pleased 
fi it : perhaps as not disliMng to travel with a ser* 
who might pass for Ms own. So next morning' 
two chaises started according to the suggested 
ngement, — the Attorney General and Mr. Fawk- 
[• travelling in one, and Holdship with Mr. Fawk- 
[•’s servant in the other. 

|b appears, from a few lines of Sir John Sa)tt'a 
bing, in a memorandum book, containing some 
of his property, that about the beginning d 
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the year 1799 lie laboured tinder some severe indis- 
position. 

“ 9tli January 1799. I have set down these par- 
ticulars. This httle hook ma}^- he of use to my family, 
before another year commences. The complaint in 
my breast it may please God to make the occasion of 
previously removing me. His holy will be done ! ” 

This year was a fruitful one in pohtical prosecu- 
tions. The most remarkable of them was the charge 
against the Rev. Gilbert Wakefield, who was tried in 
the Court of King’s Bench on the 21st of February, 
for a seditious pamphlet containing a farrago of 
monstrous calumnies against the government and in- 
stitutions of the country. The following are samples 
of this libel : 

The established conduct of these ministers constitutes an 
indubitable proof of their iU faith,” &c. — They have occa- 
sioned a devastation of the human species, infinitely tremen- 
dous, beyond the most merciless tyrants of ancient or modern 
times : the death of a fellow-creature is no more to them than 
the fall of an autumnal leaf in the pathless desert : land and 
' sea is covered with the carcasses of their slain : they have 
engendered sham plots, false alarms, and visionary assassina- 
tions, for the purposes of deluding the unwary, and to esta- 
blish their own power by a military despotism, in due time, 
over England, like that which now tramples bleeding Ireland 
to the earth,” &c. &c. — " When I see religion employed, as 
a state engine of despotism and murder, by a set of men who 
are worse than heathens and infidels in their lives, — when I 
observe these and other enormities, which the time would 
fail me to enumerate, committed without scruple and without 
remorse, to maintain, forsooth, a degenei'ate constitution of 
ideal excellence and political depravity, I revolt at such an 
audacious imposition, and pity an understanding that can be 
duped by such despicable artifice.” 
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Mi’. Wakefield, ■who had’ acquired some celebrity as 
a classical scholar, seemed on his trial to he under 
the dominion of a political frenzy which nothing 
could check. He conducted his o-wn defence, in a 
strain of unmeasured abuse against the Attorney Ge- 
neral and others, interlarding his invective ■with 
classical and theological allusions, very much more 
copious than apposite. 

He declared that “ the very appointment of Attorney 
General has been esteemed essentially destructive of all 
honour and integiity, by those who have observed the uni- 
form conduct of those law officers in succession.” — ‘^Be my 
notions innocent^” jDursued he, or be they dangerous, they 
are but the visions of a peaceful and retired scholar, re- 
vealed to enlightened and S23eculative men. In short (which 
is my real crime) I look on Mr. Fox as the angel of re- 
demption, and on Mr. Pitt as the demon of destruction.” 

Aiistotle, in his book on Politics, makes no secret of a 
j)redilection for reiDublican government in competition with 
monarchical : not ajiprehensive that Alexander, like the un- 
booldsh bigots Avho are molesting me, would take offence at 
the speculations of his preceptor: nor have I read in the 
monuments of attic genius, that the Macedonian Attorney 
General filed an information of scurrility and lies against the 
philosopher of Stagira.” 

The Attorney General’s rej)ly consisted only of a 
few words. Acknowledging the right of every 'man to 
canvass the conduct of Ministers, he could not admit 
hir. Wakefield’s title to hold them up as murderers and 
robbers, or to shower abuse upon the ]\Ionarchy, the 
Mobility, the Church, and the House of Commons. 

“ If, gentlemen,” concluded he, you see the question in 
the light in which I sec it, as I believe you do, I should 
think that I degraded myself and insulted you, by offering 
to make any reply to what has fallen from the Defendant : 
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and if you do not see it in tins light, you must say that 
h'lr. Gilbert Wakefield lives in this country under one law, 
and all the rest of his Majesty’s subjects under another.” 

Lord Kenyon, who tried the case, said, in sum- 
ming up, 

‘‘ I shall leave to him” (the Defendant) “ in the moment 
of calm reflection, if ever that moment arrive, whether any 
thing that has passed has been of such a nature as to call 
for that torrent of abuse with which he has overwhehned 
the Attorney General.” 

The learned Judge then pronounced a vindication 
and high eulogy of Sir John Scott : and, by way per- 
haps of counterpoise to the Reverend defendant’s 
show of learning, concluded thus : — 

“ ingenuas didicisse fideliter artes 

EmoUit mores,” 

is an expression which has often been used ; but the experi- 
ence of this case has shewn that it is not always correct. 

The defendant was found guilty, and sentenced to 
two years’ imprisonment. 

Not content with serving the Crown in his civil 
capacity. Sir John Scott had thought proper to 
evince his loyalty in a military character also ; but,' 
according to his own account, the sword became him by 
no means so well as the gown. He records his defi- 
ciency in the following passage of his Anecdote Book : 

“ During the long war I became one of the Lin- 
cohi’s Inn Volunteers, Lord EUenborough at the 
same time being one of that corps. It happened, 
unfortunately for the mihtary character of both of 
us, that we were turned out of the awlciuard squadron 
for awlvwardness. I think EUenborough was more 
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awkward than I was, but others thought that it was 
difS.cult to determine which of us was the worst.” 
He told Mrs. Forster that his brother William did 
better, and actually commanded a corps. 

A report from a Committee of Secrecy, appointed 
by the House of Commons to inquire into the pro- 
ceediogs of persons and societies engaged in treason- 
able conspiracy, was presented in March 1799 by 
Mr. Secretary Hundas, and formed the basis- of a 
motion, made by Mr. Pitt on the 1 9th of April, for 
leave to introduce two bills, one of which was to be 
a temporary act for the suspension of the Habeas 
Corpus till March 1800, and the other a permanent 
one for the more effectual suppression of treasonable 
and seditious societies and practices. 

Mr. Tierney opposed both measures : he regarded tlie ex- 
isting laws as fully adequate to the objects professed : and 
lie argued that the true way of quieting the discontented 
would be to concede a reform in Parliament. 

Sir John Scott assured him, that those men, however they 
might dislike the principles of the law officers, would have 
just as little respect for any of Mr. Tierney’s own theories, 
that should stop short of universal representation, and the 
other extreme points of their political creed. They would 
consider the honourable gentleman as doing nothing, unless 
he would agree to the anniliilation of monarchy, the subi;cr- 
sion of aristocrac}’, and the confusion of property. Unless he 
would agree to a scheme which would make every rich man 
poor, and no poor man rich, he ivas doing nothing. It ivas 
true, as had been observed, that in the rebellions of 1715 
and 1745, the mere suspension of the Habeas Corpus had 
been found sufficient. But in those times the contention was 
which of two rival families should possess the throne of these 
realms : the contention in the present day was to put tlic 
throne upon a wholly new foundation, and reduce the other 
branches of the legislature to nothing. He possessed, 
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Attorney General, a mass of ])a]ior?, which he i^honld be 
ashamed for his country if he were obliijcd to exhibit as the 
produce of its press. ^Vhcn the Constitutional Society as- 
sumed a new character, and incorporated with itself the Cor- 
responding Society, whoso ntliiintcd branches had debauched 
half the great towns in the kingdom, the procecding.s of these 
bodies had been such as had wai'rantcd indictments for treason. 
But the bodies implicated in the evidence, now j)Osscsscd 
by the House, were so numerous and so widely spread, that 
ju'ocecdings under the ]n*escnt law, which could only be b}' 
Avay of still further indictments for treason, would be praeti- 
c.all5’ out of the question. The better course, therefore, was 
to dissolve the societies by a new enactment, and tlnis ju'c- 
vent the necessity of extreme rigour. I'lic second of the two 
bills would effect that, object, at the same time that it would 
lc.avc free all meetings for constitutional purjioscs. Another 
ground for the proposed legislation was, that the existing 
law was bafllcd by (lie secrecy of the illcgid meetings, and 
by the oath which bound the members to withhold all evi- 
dence against each other. It was not denied that the object 
of these societies was to extend the influence of French 
principles : and the great desideratum, therefore, was the total 
dissolution of them. 

The bill for the snppres.sion of treasonable and 
seditious societies and practices became a permanent 
la’w as the 39tli Geo. 3. c. 79. The bill for the sus- 
pension of the Habeas Corpus was passed, and further 
renewed in subsequent sessions. 

It appears to have been in the debate of the 31st 
of May 1799, respecting the claims of Mr. Palmer 
upon the Post-Office, that Sir Jolin Scott made his 
last speech in the House of Commons. He opposed 
those claims. 

The next month completed his sixteenth year of 
parliamentary service. During almost eleven sessions 
of that period, he had been a law officer of the 
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Crown. His speaking had been chiefly upon legal 
subjects : but from the quiclmess with which he 
gathered information uj)on business of every descrip- 
tion, and the facility with which he delivered hunself, 
his aid had been sometimes put in requisition upon 
matters not belongmg to his immediate province. 
In one of his latest conversations he told Mr. Farrer, 
“ Mr. Pitt has sent for me on the morning of a day 
“ on which a debate was to come on, and said to me, 
“ ‘ Attorney-General, you must speak on such a one’s 
“ ‘ motion to-night.’ Upon my representing that I 
“ was utterly ignorant upon the subject, and could 
“ not possibly be prepared to sj)eak, he would say, 
‘‘ ‘ Sit down, and I will soon give you sufficient in- 

' formation.’ Accordingly, in half an hour, he 
“ would give me almost aU that was worth knowing, 
‘‘ in a clear, concise statement : and would conclude 
“ by saying, ‘ There, now you are quite as equal to 
“ ‘ debate the subject as I am. You must follow 
“ ‘ Mr. So-and-so in the debate.’ ” 

Mr. Wilberforce has left behind liim a gi'atifying 
testimonial to the inde23endence of character evinced 
by Sir John Scott during his j^i’ogress through the 
House of Commons. 

Sir John Scott used to he a givat deal at my house. I 
saw much of him then, and it is no more than his due to say, 
that, ayIicu he was Solicitor and Attorney General under 
Pitt, he never fawned and flattered as some did, but always 
assumed the tone and station of a man who was conscious 
that he must show he respects himself, if he wishes to be re- 
spected by others .”— of Wilhcrforcc, vol. v. p. 214. 

The policy pursued by him, ns Attorney General, 
ill the iirosccution of libel and sedition, has been 
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censured .by some as too stern and sweeping ; but tlie 
circumstances of those times required, and therefore 
justiiied, a strictness, which, in a calmer season, 
would have been blameable, because unnecessary. It 
is more easj’ than fair, when the danger has been 
surmounted, to say that a diherent conduct would 
have effected the same deliverance. 

His lady’s brother had been married in the pre- 
ceding i\Iarch. The passages subjoined refer to this 
event : — 

Sir John Scolt to the Jicv, Matthew Surtees. — (Extract.) 

Hear Mat. Wcstminplcr Ilnll, Thursday, (Gtli Juno, 1799.) 

“ I liavc at present an interval of time between two canses, 
Avliich I am devoting to the purpose of expressing the wannest 
and most affectionate Avishes (for myself and on behalf of 
your sister), that hirs. S. and you may enjoy all the * fausta 
et felicia’ of life. Nobody more sincerely and anxiously 
feels those wishes than we do. Pray let us licar from you 
occasionally, and I hope time will bring us acquainted with 
our sister, of whom I hear Avhat I like to hear, from those 
Avhom Avc lawyers should speak of as witnesses rather more 
disinterested, than the gentleman to whom I address myself 
can be. I have great pleasure in telling you that Ave are all 
A^ery well : better than all of us haA^e been, for some years, at 
the same time. We had a most glorious exliibition here on 
the Bang’s bh’thday in the revieAV of the A’^olunteer corps, 
which furnished much the most magnificent spectacle I have 
ever seen. As a non-effective in an aAvkAvard squadron, I 
had the modesty not to show myself in arms, though I have 
military character enough to attend the drill occasionally in 
a more private scene. Your friend Major Sir W. Scott’s 
corps, not having yet been bold enough to attempt the strong 
measure of firing, Avere also absent. I am likely to remain 
some time longer in the miseries of my office, unless I am 
turned out, all my superiors being in deplorably good health. 
We have A^ery good news from the. Austrians and SuAvarrow, 
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in an extraordinary Gazette this morning. When are we to 
have peace again ? You divines, I doubt, can’t solve all the 
difficulties, which the horrid state of events, permitted through 
the world, presents to a thinking mind. With kindest regards 
to Mrs. S., believe me. 

Dear Mat. 

Affectionately yom*s, 

J. Scott.” 

Wlien this letter was writteD, there appeared no 
glimpse of promotion ; but in the very next month, 
the Chief Justiceship of the Common Pleas became 
vacant. Sir James Eyre, by whose death on the 8th 
of J uly this opening was made, had been successively 
Recorder of London, a Puisne Baron of the Exche- 
quer, Chief Baron of the same Court, and Chief Jus- 
tice of the Common Pleas. “ He told me,” says 
Lord Eldon in his Anecdote Book, “ that he once 
asked Wilkes why he so unmercifully and so con- 
stantly abused him in all his sj^eeches to tlie livery of 
London, where Eyre was Recorder, saying at the 
same time, that in pirivate he always spoke of him 
as if he had a regard for him. ‘ So I have,’ said 
Wilkes, ‘ and it is for that reason I abuse you in 
jmblic: I wish to have you promoted to a Judge- 
ship.’ ” 

The emoluments of Sir John Scott at the Bar have 
been overrated. His early fee-books are not extant ; 
but those of later date remain, from the beginning of 
1785 to 1799, when he quitted the Bar for the Bench. 
In the fee-book of 1785, bis total receipts, after the 
deduction of some fees returned, arc set domi at 
5766 guineas. He appears to have usually gone 
only a pai't of the Spring Circuit, of which this h the 
entry in 1785 : 
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20 Marcli to 4 April, Circuit, 141 guineas, 148?. l5. 
The Summer Circuit is less accuratel}^ noted, thus, 

“ Circuit, (say ahout^ for ’tis conjecture) 420?.” 

In the account of 1786, the sum received on the 
Spring Circuit from the 23d of j^Iarch to the 12th of 
April is set down at 173 guineas, beside two or three 
fees not then paid, of which the amount is not stated. 
The sum received on the Summer Circuit, from the 
6th of August, is entered as 480 guineas: and the total 
receipt of the year, after deduction of returned fees, 
is summed up at 6833?. Is . : which 7s. should pro- 
bably be 8s., making 6508 guineas. In the account 
of 1787, his absence from London for the Spring Cir- 
cuit is noted as having been from the 24th of March 
to the 9th of April : and his receipts are set down at 
145 guineas, exclusive of something not then paid. 
The absence for the Summer Circuit begins on the 
27th of July : and the entry of fees stands thus : — 


Newcastle - 58 guineas. 60?. 18s. 

Carlisle - 99 „ 103?. 19s. 

Appleby - 10 „ 10?. 10s.' 

Lancaster - 184 „ 193?. 4s. 

Durham 

Chancellor’s fee - - 100?. 

Fees - - - - 21?. 


The total for the year 1787 is set down, after de- 
duction of fees returned, at 7600?. 7s. : which 7s. 
probably ought to be 195., making 7239 guineas. 
Such variances between the computations by pounds 
and by guineas are frequent in these books, owing 
probably to miscastings of the shillings in so great a 
number of pages as are contained in the day-book of 
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each year. In 1788, his absence from London for the 
Spring Circuit is entered as from the 16th ofMarcli to 
the 5th of April: and his receipts as 179 guineas, ex- 
clusive of his salary and fees as Chancellor of Durham, 
which were lOOh and 17/. The Summer Circuit of 
the same year, from the 17th of July, is noted thus: — 

Guineas, £ s. 

Newcastle - 57 59 7 (should probably be 175.) 

Carlisle - 109 114 9 

Appleby - 30 31 10 

Lancaster - 159 166 19 

Durham - - 130 0 

The total of the year, after deduction of returned 
fees, is summed up at 8419/. 14s. 

This Summer Cii’cuit was his last : for in the J une 
immediately preceding it, he had been made Sohcitor 
General, after which the usage of the profession would 
not have permitted him to go his circuit, except, 
as he did, for a smgle time, that he might fulfil his 
retainers. For several years, however, he continued, 
in the summer and sometimes in the spring also, to 
discharge his duties and receive his fees as Chancellor 
of Durham. The total receipt of the year 1789 (the 
fees of Solicitor General being included) is sumrned 
up at 9559/. 10s., clear of some deductions for 3’c- 
turned fees. The respective incomes of the succecd- 
ing years, after a deduction, in each year except 
1794, for fees returned, were as follows: — For 1790, 
9684/. 155,: for 1791, 10,21.3/. IBs. 6f/. : for 1792, 
9080/. 95.: in 1793, when he had become Atforney 

* These figures show tlmt lie underrntecl his jirobnWe recei]>ts, 
wlieii, shortly afterhis appointment in 17SS, lie toW the King that 
his income would ho diminislicd by it. Chap. IX. 
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General, the amount "svas 10,330/. l.v. <t(/. : in 1794, 
it -svas 11,592/.: in 1705, it "Nvas 1 1,149/. 15.?. 4^/. : 
in 17 9 G, the most productive year of all, it v'as 
12,140/. 155. 8r/. : in 1797, it Avas 10,861/. 5.?. 6c/. : 
and in 1798, the last entire year of his practice at 
the Bar, it Avas 10,557/. 175. 

The folloAving professional reminiscences and ti’a- 
ditions had been stored up bj' Sir John Scott, during 
the long practice AAdiich he Avas uoav to quit : and, as 
they are not connected AA’ith his personal history, nor 
assignable to any particular sulijccts or dates, they 
niaj’’ perhaps be most coiweniently inserted here, at 
the conclusion of that period of his life during AAdiich 
they Avere collected. All of these, except the tAA'o at 
the end of the present chapter, arc from the Anecdote 
Booh : — , 

“ When Sir Robert Henley AA'as Keeper of the Great 
Seal, and presided in the House of Lords as Lord 
Keeper, he could not enter into debate as a Chan- 
cellor (being a Peer) does, and, therefore, AAdicn there 
AA’-as an appeal from his judgments in the Court of 
Chancery, and the laAv Lords then in the liouse 
moved to reverse his judgments, Avhich professional 
tradition represents them to have done frequently, 
Avhen professional opinions of laAvyers, not members 
of the House, AA’^ere confidently stated as apijroving 
those judgments, the Lord Keeper could not state 
the grounds of his opinions given in judgment, and 
support his decisions. He Avas frequently much out 
of temper Avith the proceedings in Avhich his opinions 
Avere reversed, Avlien he thought it impossible to 
maintain that they Avere Avrong. In the famous case 
of Drury and Drury, the bar of the time Avhen his 
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judgment was given, and all subsequent times, beld 
bis judgment to be perfectly right, and that it was 
impossible for sound lawyers to impeach it. The law 
Lords however prevailed upon the House to reverse 
it. The Keeper was very angry : and tradition tells us, 
that in going up St. ]\Iartin’s Lane, in his way home, 
his coach stopped, and in some anger he said to the 
coachman, ‘ Why don’t you drive on?’ The coach- 
man rei^lied, ‘ Mjr Lord I can’t, yet — if I do I sliaU 
kill an old woman.’ ‘ Drive on,’ said the Keeper, 

‘ if you do kill her, she has nothing to do but to ap- 
jDeal to the House of Lords.’ After he became Chan- 
cellor and Lord Northington, this system of reversal 
came to an end. The Lords who so reversed his 
judgments, when Lord Keeper, were Lord Hardvicke 
and Lord Mansfield, I think.” 

“ I have been assured that when Lord Korthmgton 
quitted the Chancellorship, and was placed in another 
oifice, I think that of Lord President, the Archbishop 
of Canterbury of that day congratulated him upon 
his removal, from his office of eternal and unceasing 
labour and fatigue, to a situation of so much ease and 
quiet. There was a great difference between the 
emoluments of the two offices. The party congratu- 
lated was much out of humour uj)on receiving these 
congratulations. Answering the Archbishop, he said 
very sulkily, ‘ I suppose, now, you would think 1 
was extremely civil and kind, if I was to congratulate 
your Grace upon a translation from Canterbur}' to 
Llandaff 1 ’ ” 

“ TomCovq)er, barrister and king’s counsel, argued 
a case in the Court of King’s Bench, upon the rjght 
of the parson of a parish to tithes in hml in tlic 
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parisli of Kebus in Hampsliire. The court was 
against liinij and he then said, ‘ I see your Lord- 
ships are of opinion that ‘ Est modus in Rebus "V 
therefore I shall give your Lordships no further 
trouble.’ Lord Mansfield, who did not like trouble, 
and did like a joke, though it was a mere pun, much 
approved this.” 

“ Taylor, the oculist, dining with the barristers 
upon' the Oxford circuit, having related many wonder- 
ful things which he represented himself to have per- 
formed, was asked hj Bearcroft, a little out of humour 
with his self-conceit, ‘ Pra}?", Chevaher, as you have 
told us of a great many things which you have done 
and can do, will you be so good as to try to tell us any 
thing which you cannot do ?’ ‘ Nothing so easy,’ 

replied Taylor : ‘ I cannot pay my share of the dinner 
bill, and that. Sir, I must beg of you to do.’” 

“A Jew, comuig to bail a person in the King's 
Bench, was superbly dressed, in order that he might 
pass the better as sufficient in substance. He had 
on, particularly, a most rich gold embroidered waist- 
coat. The plaintifi‘’s counsel was pressing him about 
his property, wdien old Lord Mansfield, who sometimes 
sacrificed a httle to his love of a joke, said, ‘ Don’t 
waste our time by objecting to a gentleman with such 
a waistcoat : he would burn for more than the debt.’ ” 

“ When Macklin, the actor, was very old, an attempt 
vfas made to drive liim from the stage by certain per- 
sons, whom he afterwards prosecuted for the con- 
spiracy. He succeeded, or would have succeeded, in 
his prosecution ; but, standing upon the floor in the 

* Herat. Sat. Lib. I. Sat. 1. line 106. 
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King’s Bench, he said he had no resentment against 
those who had so ill-treated lihn, he wished only for 
an apology. That was made : upon wliicli Lord 
Mansfield said, Mr. Macklin, ‘ You have acted well all 
your life ; but you have acted to-day more to your 
honour and credit than you ever acted before.’ ” 

“ Upon the trial of a horse-cause before Lord Mans- 
field, a "witness was examined, who stated that the 
horse was returned to his master, after the gentleman, 
who had bought it, had kept it nearly three months. 

‘ What 1 ’ said Lord Mansfield, ‘ was your master 
willing, at the end of three months, to take it back 
again ? How could he be such a fool ? Who advised 
him to do that?’ — ‘My Lord,’ said the vntness, ‘I 
advised liiin to take the horse again.’ — ‘ How could 
you be such a fool?’ said the Chief Justice. ‘What 
was your reason for giving that adduce?’ — ‘Please 
you, my Lord,’ said the witness, ‘ I told my master, 
what all the world knows, that your Lordship was 
always against a horse-dealer, right or v’rong, and 
therefore he had better take it back.’ ” 

“ When the Dog Act had passed, wliich was brought 
into the House by Sir Thomas C , and by the en- 

actments of which, the person convicted before a jus- 
tice of peace of steahng a dog, was to be forthwith 
whipped, but, nevertheless, was to have the benefit of 
an appeal to the quarter sessions whicli should be 
held next after, tlie Judge who was upon the iiorth- 
ern circuit (I think Baron Perrott Avas the Judge), 
in giving his charge to the grand jury at Durlunn, 
stated that it Avas his habit to giA'c the grand jury tlie 
most useful information lie could respecting tho^ cases 
in the calendar, and to explain tlie scA'cral Acts Avhich 
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liad passed in tlie preceding session of Parliament 
relative to offences. He tlien went tlirongli. several, 
witli observations, and concluded by adverting to tlie 
Hog Act. This, he said, he and liis eleven brethren 
the judges, had endeavoured to understand, but they 
were unable to comprehend it — a thing he should 
have much lamented, if he did not perceive that the 
gentleman who brought the bill into parliament Avas 
their foreman, and Avho could, of course, inform them 
what Avas the Amine of an appeal Against being 
Avhipped, after the whipping had been inflicted.” 

“ ]\Iany absurdities haAm been noticed in Irish acts 
of parliament; perhaps none greater than what, I think, 
may be found in an English act of parliament. There 
was an act for rebuilding Chelmsford gaol. By one 
section, the new gaol was to be built from the mate- 
rials of the old gaol ; by another, the prisoners were 
to be kept in the old gaol till the neAv gaol was 
finished.” 

“ Serjeant Sayer Avent the circuit for some judge Avho 
was indisposed in health. He was afterwards imprudent 
enough to move, as counsel, to have a neiv trial of a cause 
heard before himself, for a misdirection by the judge. 
Lord Mansfield said, ‘ Brother Sayer, there is an act 
of parliament, which, in such a matter as was before 
you, gave you discretion to act as you thought right.’ 

‘ No, iny lord,’ said the Serjeant, ‘ I had no discre- 
tion.’ ‘ You may be right, brother,’ said Lord Mans- 
field, ‘ for I am afraid even an act of parliament could 
not give you discretion.’ ” 

“ Sir Eletcher Norton, at Durham, examined a sailor 
as a witness, who vexed Sir Fletcher by the manner 
and matter of his answers. ‘ Oh,’ says Sir Fletcher, 

X 2 
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“ Serjeant Davy being told in AYestminster Hall, by 
a solicitor, wlio lived at Henlej^-npon-Thames, that lie 
bad quitted business, beckoned to bis brother Ser- 
jeant H., wbo was an Oxford cu’cuiteer, and, on 
bis coming up to them, said to liim, ‘ Brother, 3^011 
are very uncivil not to notice this gentleman, an 
eminent sobcitor upon your own circuit.’ H., wbo, as 
it is said, was all civility to such persons, made a 
thousand apologies for bis apparent neglect, and en- 
gaged the solicitor to dine with him on the following 
day. The sobcitor then leaving the two Serjeants, 
Dav}7- said, * Brother H. this is a bite. The man has 
just told me be has entirely quitted business ; so your 
dinner goes for nothing.’ ” 

“ Serjeant Davy agi’ecd with Serjeant Whittaker to 
purchase two pipes of Madeira, which were to go to 
the East Indies and be paid for upon their arrival in 
the Thames. Da'vy, hearing that the "ivine was re- 
markably fine, and Imowing that his brother did not 
bke paying his money for nothing, whilst tliey were 
talking together in Westminster Hall, took occasion 
to say, ‘Brother AYhittaker, how unfortunate 
have been in not insuring those two pipes of Madeira ! 
The vessel on board of which they were, is lost, and 
our jMadeira is at tlie bottom of the sea, and now you 
and I have to pay our money for nothing.’ ‘ Our 
Madeira!’ said AAbiittakcr, ‘1 don’t know wlint you 
mean. I have nothing to do with any Aladeira.’ 

‘ AYhat,’ said Davy, ‘ 3^011 surcl3* don’t moan to deny 
that we were to be joint purchasers of two ])i]ies, 


which, for improvement, were to go to t lie JCast Indies 
and back, and now to get off paying 3 -our hnlf of 


wliat we jointly purchased?’ 


A\’ h i 1 1 a k e r p os i t i \'ol v 
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denied that lie had ever entered into any such joint 
engagement. ‘ Well then,’ said ‘ I am glad 

of it. It is the iinest Madeira that ever came into the 
Thames. The ship and the vdiie arc safe, and the 
wine is all my ovm.’ ” 

“ At the head of a Court in Westminster Hall (the 
Exchequer), sat one very worthy and excellent per- 
son (Lord Chief Baron Macdonald), who never ceased 
taking snuff : the junior judge (Mr. Baron Graham), 
who was also a very worthy and excellent person, 
when he first came upon the Bench, was too much 
addicted to talking. His Majest}’’, George III. said, 

‘ That Court has a snuff-box at one end, and a chatter- 
box at the other.’ ” 

“Sir. Justice Willes, the son of Chief Justice Willcs, 
had many good qualities, but he was much too vola- 
tile, and inattentive to reasonably grave behaviour 
upon the Bench. He was, however, very anxious to 
do right. He condemned a boy, I think, at Lan- 
caster, and with the hope of reforming him by fright- 
ening him, he ordered hun for execution next morning. 
The judge awoke in the middle of the night, and 
was so affected by the notion that he might himself 
die in the course of the night, and the boy be 
hanged, though he did not mean that he should 
suffer, that he got out of his bed, and went to the 
lodgings of the high sheriff, and left a reprieve for 
the boy ; and then, returning to his bed, spent the 
rest of the night comfortably.” 

“ Mr. Dunning, when at the Bar, being in very 
great business, was asked how he contrived to get 
through it all. He said, ‘ I do one third of it — 

X 4 
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aiiotlier third does itself — and the remaining third 
continues undone.’ ” 

“ An attorney in Dublin having died exceedingly 
poor, a shilling subscription was set on foot to pay 
the expences of his fimeral. Most of the attorneys 
and barristers having subscribed, one of them apphed 
to Toler, afterwards Lord Chief Justice Norbury, 
expressing his hope that he would also subscribe his 
shilling. ‘ Only a shULing,’ said ’•Toler, ‘ only a shil- 
ling to bury an attorney ? Here is a guinea : go and 
bury one-and-twenty of them.’ ” 

Lord Eldon used to teU a story of a Mr. BickneU, 
a master in chancery, which seems to have been the 
original of Peter Pmdar’s well Imown tale. 5Ir. 
BickneU, in passing through Sheffield, bought some 
razors at a very low price ; but finding them worth- 
less, caUed, in his way back, upon the man of whom 
he had bought them, and represented the impossibility 
of shaving -udth them. ‘ Shave,’ replied the man, 

‘ did you want them to sliave witli ? ’ ‘ TV'hy, for 

what other purpose could I want them ? ’ was the 
answer. ‘ ^Tiy, Sir, I thought you wanted them to 
sell them again.’ ‘ Well,’ said j\Ir. BickneU, ‘ but the 
person who might buy them of me, if I had meant to 
sell them, would have wished to shave with them.’ 

‘ True, sir,’ answered the vendor, ‘ but what’s that to 
you or me?’ ” 

Lord Eldon told his grandson, the present Earl, 
that Lord Thurlow, upon the ])oint of giwng a 
clergyman a living, stated to Iiim, that lie must 
desire lie would continue the same curate who iiad 
been there in the time of his predecessor, and wlioni 



Cn/VN'CELLOR ELEON. 


329 


he believed to be a descndiig man. The clergy- 
man represented that his intended nrrangements 
were such that lie could not do so. “ Very Avell,” 
replied Lord Thurlow, “if you uill not take liim 
for your curaie, I will make him the rector^ And 
he did so. 
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CHAPTER XV. 
1799—1801. 


sm J. SCOTT APPOINTED LOBD CHIEF JUSTICE OF COMION PLEAS : 
TITLE OF ELDON : DEGREE OF SERJEANT : PATENT OF PEERAGE: 
LETTERS TO HIS FAMILY. — LINES ON HIS ADA^ANCEJLENT. — 

ARMORIAL BEARINGS PiVRALLEL PROGRESS OF SIR MTLLIAJI 

SCOTT. THE king’s PLEASURE RESPECTING LORD ELDON’S 

mG. DEATH OF HENRY SCOTT. LORD ELDOn’s FIRST SPEECHES 

IN THE HOUSE OP LORDS : HABEAS CORPUS : PREVENTION OF 

ADULTERY. MERITS OF LORD ELDON AS A COJLMON LAAV JUDGE. 

DEATH OP JUDGE BULLER t USE AND PROATNCE OP EQUYTY JU- 
RISDICTION. — DEATH OP LORD ELDON’s 5IOTHER. — HIS LETTER ON 
THE PROPOSAL OF A COUNTY REPRESENTATION FOR HIS ELDEST 
SON. — STORIES, OF ME. JEKYLL AND THE IVESTERN CIRCLTT. — 
REJLUHvABLE TRIALS. — LETTER OP SIR JOHN JHTFORD TO LORD 
IvENYON ON STATE PROSECUTIONS. — LORD ELDON’s SPEECH ON 
RIGHT OP SE.VRCH. — RESIGNATION OP JIR. PITT ; CATHOLIC 
QUESTION. 

Lord Eldon lias left in his Anecdote Book his oini 
account of the circumstances under which he ohtaincd 
the chief justiceship, vacated by the death of Sir 
James Eyre. 

“ After I had served the offices of Solicitor-General 
and Attorney-General from 1788 to 1790, the Chief 
Justiceship of the Common Pleas becoming •\'acant, 
and feeling myself worn dovni with labour and fatigue, 

T made a point of succeeding to that office. I^ly pre- 
tensions were veiy much opposed by the Chancellor 
Lord Loughborough, and by l\Ir. Pitt, then ^linister. 
Both wished to give the office to Sir B. P. Arden, 
then Master of the Bolls. They represented to me 
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that it was, on my part, bad judgment to change my 
situation, — as it certainly was in a pecuniaiy point of 
view, — but I thought my health and comfort required 
my retirement from the laborious office of Attorney- 
General. Mr. Pitt was pleased also to express, re- 
peatedly, regret that I should quit the House of 
Commons. The difficulties were at length overcome, 
]\Ir. Pitt agreeing, if with the Chief Justiceship I 
would, as Lord Camden did, go into the House of 
Lords as a peer ; and the King consented, provided 
that I would promise not to refuse the Great Seal 
when he might call upon me to accept it. Tliis con- 
dition, prescribed by his Majesty, I thought I could 
not refuse to accede to.” 

When it became knovm that the Cliief Justiceship 
of the Common Pleas was to be fiUed by Sir John 
Scott, Lord Kenyon, who was then Lord Chief Justice 
of England, took an opportunity, from the Bench, of 
expressing his congratulations to the profession, par- 
ticularly to those who practised in the Common Pleas, 
on the appointment of one, who, he said, would pro- 
bably be found “ the most consummate Judge that 
ever sate in judgment.” 

Some question now arose about the choice of a title 
for the proposed peerage. 

Sir John Scott to Sir William Scott. — (Extract). 

No date ; but written Julj, 1799. 

‘‘ Tliere seems to be, as suggested by Mitford, a difficulty 
about Allondale. The whole dale belonging to Mr. Beaumont, 
and I having no eonnection with it, it’s thought it may give 
offence to trespass upon it. If the Chancellor thinks so and 
you, I must resort to something else ; there’s hardly any that 
don’t open to some such objection, and I may be driven to 
Eldon at last. 
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“ ‘ Sit sine lobe decus,' is the best motto by far that I have 
heard of, and J ohn tnld me he had it from yon. 

As the ring is to be a compliment to the King, I have 
thought of Yirgil’s description of the hive vrhen the King is 
secure, as applicable to the unanimity of the coimtry in the 
present security of its monarchy. 

Rege incolumij mens omnibus ima. 

Pray, my dear brother, send me a line when you receive 
this. I am going to spend my last day in the Court of 
Chancery, and then I am to dine with the Chancellor, so that 
[ fear I cannot get to the Commons: and, the moment I 
3ome out of Court, I could only come under strong emotions 
jf spirits. I can find nobody that can tliink that Scott will 
lo, except Lord K., and I won’t have it unless you bid me ; 
md I understand myself to have been in possession of your 
deas before. 

God bless you. 

Yours, 

“ J. Scott.” 

Those members of the Bar who are selected for 
udicial office in any of the three superior courts of 
common law, if not already Serjeants, arc ahvays, 
)y ancient custom, admitted to that degree before 
he}’' take their seats on the Bench, and are therefore 
ityled Judges of the degree of the coif. This rank, 
it the period when Sir John Scott was about to receive 
lis promotion, could be taken only in term time; and, 
herefore, the long vacation having begun. Parliament 
vas pleased, before the sealing of his patent, to pass 
LU act, 39 Geo." 3. c. 113., whereby such persons, .as 
he CrovTi might thenceforward a})point to be Judge's, 
vere enabled to take upon themselves the degree of 
ierjeant, in Vacation. The King’s writ, commanding 
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Sir Jolin Scott to take upon liim tliis degree, bears 
date the IGtli of July 1799, on 'syIucIi day he took 
the oaths of Serjeant. The rings- which, according to 
the usage, he gave to the Serjeants and others upon 
his entering into their brotherhood, bore the motto 
from Virgil, upon -which he had consulted his brother 
in the foregoing letter. 

On the 17th of July, he was sworn of the Privy 
Council. His patent of peerage is dated on the 18th, 
by which King George III. creates “ our trusty and 
“well-beloved Sir John Scott, Knight,” a Peer, as 
“ Baron Eldon of Eldon, in our County Palatine of 
Durham,” and grants that “ name, state, degree, style, 
“ dignity, title, and honour,” — “ unto him the said Sir 
“ John Scott, and the heirs male of his body lawfully 
“ begotten and to be begotten.” And by patent, 
dated the 19th, his Majesty appoints “our right 
trusty and well-beloved councillor, John Lord Eldon,” 
. — “ our Chief Justice of the Common Pleas.” 


Lord Eldon to his Blotlier. 

‘‘Lincoln’s Inn, 19tli July, 1799. 

“ My clear Mptlier, 

“I cannot act tinder any other feeling, than that you 
should be the first to tvliom I write after changing my name. 
My brother Harry will have informed you, I hope, that the 
King has been pleased to, make me Chief Justice of the 
Common Pleas and a Peer. I'" feel that, under the blessing 
of Providence, I owe this, — I hope I 'may say I owe this, — 
to a life spent in conformity to those principles of -virtue, 
which the kindness of my Father and Mother early incul- 
cated, and which the aifectionate attention of my brother, Sh 
William', improved in me. I hope God’s grace will enable 
me to do my duty in the station to which I am called. I 
write in some agitation of spirits, but X am anxious to express 
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my love and duty to my Mother, and affection to my sisters, 
when I first subscribe myself. 

Your loving and affectionate Son, 

“Eldon.” 


Lord Eldon to Ms Brother Henry. 

“ My dear Harry, 

“I would write yon a longer letter, but I am really so 
oppressed with the attention and kindness of my friends, that 
I can’t preserve a dry eye. God bless you and my sister ; 
remember me affectionately to Mr. and Mrs. Forster. You 
shall hear from me again. With the same lieartfelt affeetion 
with wliich I have so often subscribed the name of J. Scott, 
I write that of your affectionate Brother, 

“ Eldon.” 

“Lincoln’s Lin, 20th July, 1799.” 


Lord Eldon to the Rev. Blattheio Surtees. 

“July22ncl, 1799. 

“ h'ly dear hlat., 

am unable to express the feelings whieli your kind 
letter occasioned. In truth such expressions of regard and 
good opinion, as upon this oceasion I liayc received, whilst 
they administer a consolation which is invaluable with refer- 
ence to what is past, I am afr.aid at the same time must 
oppress me with the apprehension that a greater demand is 
made upon me with respect to the future, than T shall ever 
be able to satisfy. But cxpei'icncc has proved, in my own 
case, that so much indulgence is given to men acting with 
upright intentions, that I occasionally indulge a hope that I 
may be able to execute satisfactorily the imjiortant duties ot 
that great and important station, wliich an English judge 
holds, I have (putted a station of great anxiety (such a- I 
hopc'is unlikely to attend tlic oflicc of Attorucy-Eencttil in 
after times) and of great emolument, fora situation ot dignity 
and case, and of infinitely les- pecuniary advantage. 1 mn 
sorry to add that I am not aware that it rnnut^hc'! me uiih 
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miy new powers of iiltcntling lo the advnnlagc of others 
cftcclually. I have some reason to hclicvc that it. may not 
cventuall)’ render more nncertain, than it was., the prospect of 
attaining the liighcst sit.uation in the law. If tlic King’s 
pleasure should ever cull me out of the quiet and retirement 
in which it has now placed me, may I hope you will give me 
credit when I assure you, that as strong a motive for change 
as I can act upon will be found in the reneclion, that the 
sacrifice of my own ease and comfort may enable me to gra- 
tify some anxiety about you ? This change, however, is too 
uncertain to be much relied upon. As a symptom that I 
wish for connection, may I hope that yo\i will gratify the first 
request of the kind, which, as a Peer, I have made, viz. that 
you will wear my scarf as my first-named chaplain, under the 
statute of Hen. 8. ? Your sister, who has been considerably 
.agitated by this change, requests the love of you, and her 
sister whom she docs not yet know. John is gone into 
Wales. The rest of my family arc all well. God bless you, 
dear [Mat., and believe me, altcrwn Red cundem, and, with 
mutato nomine only, 

Your faithful and afiTcctiouatc 

“ Eldon.” 

Lord Eldon preserved among his papers the follow- 
ing hexameters upon his peerage. The author’s name 
is not annexed: he had probably no very intimate 
acquaintance with the family of Scott, as he mistakes 
the Durham estate of Eldon, whence the title is taken, 
for those Eldon or Eildon hills in Roxburghshire, 
which are associated, in poetical records, -with the 
name of Thomas of Erceldoune, “ the Rhymer.” 

ON SEEING IN LAST NIGUT’s NEWSPAPER THE INTENnED PROMOTION 
AND TITLE OP SIR JOHN SCOTT. 

Montes, haud-Musis incognita nomina, montes 
Claustrum olim regnorum atque alta repagula belli, — 

Vos quando, arma niinata armisque educta, colebat 
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Libertas montana sibi, (clum fata vetabant 
Imperii pacem, atqiue nni siibioittere sceptro), — 

]\Iarti olim sedes^ et jam celebrata Minerva ! 

Montibus hisce novum decus addidit ipsa, coronam 
Hinc Themidi intexens : titulos virtute paratos 
Hinc dedit ; et patria puros gratatur lionores. ^ 

Lord Eldon’s elevation to the peerage havdng en- 
titled him to add supporters to his arms, this oppor- 
tunity was taken of introducing into his escutcheon 
some honourable augmentations, commemorating the 
high position now attained both by liim and liis 
brother, in different branches of the law-j 

* Wliicli may be thus rendered : — 

Hills, not unnamed in song, — bills, once tbe bound 
Of kingdoms, and bigb baiTier of tbeir wai's, 

TTbile IMountain Liberty, menaced -Nvitli arms 
And arming, till’d you, (fate forbidding yet 
An Empire’s peace, a single sceptre’s svay,) — 

Seats once of Mars ! — Minerva decks you now 
AVitb a new grace, — from you, a coronet weaves 
For Tbemis — gives, from you, tbe title won 
By merit — and upon these bonours pure 
Congratulates tbe land ! 

f Note bt the toesext E.vrl.- — “ The grant of tbe Garter King 
of Arras bears date the lOtli of October, 1799 : and, after reciting bis 
Majesty’s letters patent which bestow upon Lord Eldon the bonoitr 
of tlie peerage, and tbe Earl Marshal’s warrant autliorising Sir Isaac 
Heard, Garter Principal King of Mms, “to grant to tlie said dohn 
“ Baron Eldon such supporters as may be proper to be borne by biin, 

“ and by those to whom tlie said honour shall descend, in virtue of 
“ llis ^Majesty’s said Letters Patent of creation, and also to gnint, 

“ confirm, and exemplify, in the same Patent, the anns borne by 
“ Ids farailv, with such variation as may be necessary, to be borne 
“ by bis Lordship, and his descemlanfs, raid by those of' his hito 
“ fatiicr, 'William Scott,’ deceased tlie instrninent proceeds ibu-': 

“ I the said Garter, Avith the consent of the said Karl Jlarshal, 

“ and by virtue of ray office, do by these presents grant, confirm, 

“ and exeinpJiJy, to the said John Baron Jildou, the arms follov.'- 
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Lord Eldon took liis seat in tlie House of Lords, 
on the 24th of September, 1799, introduced by Lord 
Grenville, then the Leader of Administration in that 


“ ing, that is to say : Ai'gent, an anchor erect, sable, between three 
“ lions’ heads, erased, gules ; on a chief wavy azure, a portcullis 
“ Or ; and for crest, on a wreath of the eolours, a lion’s head, 
“ erased, gules, gorged with a chain, a portcuUis therefrom pen- 
“ dant. Or, (a mullet for difference,) to be borne by him, and his 
“ descendants, and by those of his said late father, William Scott, 
“ deceased. And I do also, by these presents, grant unto the said 
“ Jolin Baron Eldon the supporters following ; viz.. On eacb side, 
“ a lion guardant proper, gorged with a double chain, a portcullis 
“ attached thereto, gold, from which is suspended a shield argent, 
“ charged with a civic wreath, vert ; as the same are in the margin 
“ hereof more plainly depicted, to be borne and used for ever 
“ hereafter by liim the said John Baron Eldon, and by those to 
“ whom the said honor shall descend, in virtue of His Majesty’s 
“ said Letters Patent of creation : in witness,” &c. 

At the commencement of this work, it was mentioned that 
Lord Eldon and his family, before his elevation to the peerage, bore 
the coat of arms and the crest of the Scotts of Balweary. 

A seal, that belonged to his eldest son, engraved with the crest, 
and a shield on a panel in the hall of University College, Oxford, 
charged with the arms of his brother William Scott, are instances 
still remaining of the family having so worn them. The addition 
made in October, 1799, of the chain and portcullis on the crest, 
and of the portcullis on a chief in the shield, were granted in 
record of Lord Eldon having become Cliief J ustice of the Common 
Pleas, and as such, weai’ing, on state occasions, over his robe, the 
collar decorated Avith that badge of the Sovereign from whom his 
authority was derived. The anchor, together with the azure colour 
and Avavy border of the chief, on Avhich ordinary of the shield the 
portcullis is placed, are commemorative of the elevation of his 
brother Sir William Scott to the Bench as Judge of the High 
Court of Admiralty. 

The supporters appropriated to the title of Eldon again present 
the chain and portcullis ; and the shield with the civic wreath, 
attached to them, forms another emblem of the high civil distinc- 
tions Avliich the brothers had attained. 
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House, and Lord alsinirlinm, then Clininn.nn of die 

* 

Committees. 

On the Gth of Xovemher, 'which was tliMi dse fu'st 
day of ^Michaelmas term. Lord Lldori was admit ted a 
member of tlie .Society of Serjeants. 

He was succeeded in the ofiicc of A ttormy -Central 
b}' the tlicn SoHcitor-Gcncral, Sir John ^litford.'^ 


Ilcraldry is "Micrally undorstootl to nflmit of atj nrintrarj T'- 
sumption of mottos ; tinr is it customary to cuiIkkIv tifsis in tt) 
wording of an hcrjildic grant ; but in the nun-gin of tiii- e’r.vat to 
Ivord Eidon, wberc the wbfdo is dcpictod a- n«nai. Uic l.ntiu 
“ Sit sine lnl)G dcf'ijs,” signifying ‘-lot lionour be wiiiioiit stuin." 
are adopted as tiic motto, being tlm-e ,*.ugg»''tcd at tlii- tini>' by 
I^ird Stowed, and ^Ybiob do not appt'nr to bave «ner b-'-au" -! 
before, either ity the .Sootts. «>r by any dIIi'T familv. 

We find tlic .‘-umc motto again ii-etl afterwanb l»y T.nni St-io»iI 
liim«;elf in the margin of tiie grrant of yupport'-r’^. whieh, vh'-ii 1 e 
hud boon create<l a pC'-r, July IT. 1S21, it b -eatue ni e< 4.;.ry t » 
mak<’ to l»im, and tvhieh grant bear.- date l)cei nib<'r Tib of t!iu? y tr, 
From Lord ICldonV .-■ujtjiorier.-, tho-e of I<ord StoaeU cU'.hr-'t 
iti thi- rc'-pect only, that in-tead of the ’-hi< M nr'r-o.t t' ir,- 
“ chavgt'd witUaeivie wreath vert,*’ it i*. barged wUU atuved, r 
ertrt .‘'ab!'-," as more pet'uliarly npj.roj'riute to tie- rU.b.-i fU Ju *“ 
«if the Adiiur.iUy, Vild‘’h, at ilr.it time, h'- had idt* ady !-* * I t *- 
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Lady Eldon, in all her anticipations of her Lord’s 
judicial promotion, had been much fretted by the 
consideration that he ■would have to assume the or- 
dinary head-dress of the Common La-w Judges, a 
powdered bush-wig. She had, therefore, induced 
him to sit for his portrait while he was yet but At- 
torney-General, so as to make sure of preserving a 
record of his features undisguised by the obnoxious 
peruke : and the portrait which was painted by Sir 
Thomas, then Mr. La-wrence, (and which remained in 
Lord Eldon’s possession to his death,) is dressed in 
exact accordance with the toilette which he practised 
till his elevation to the Bench. 

“ In compliance with Lady Eldon’s feeling,” says 
the present Earl, “ Lord Eldon applied, as he has told 
me often, to King George III. to allow him to dis- 
pense with his wig, at times when he was not engaged in 
performing official functions. He pressed on the King 
the fact, that in former days, under the reigns of some 
of his Majesty’s predecessors (referring, I think, par- 
ticularly to James I. and Charles I.), wigs were not 
worn by the Judges. ‘ True,’ rephed the King good 
humouredly, ‘ I admit the correctness of your state- 


appointments, was mentioned. Since that year. Sir William Scott 
had received the appointment of Master of the Faculties, on the 
3rd of April, 1790 ; he had been elected to the bench of the Middle 
Temple, July 5. 1794, where' he held the office of Treasurer for 
the year 1807-8; and in the year previous to the one in which 
Lord Eldon was elevated from the office of Attorney- Gleneral to 
the Judgment Seat, Sir William Scott became Judge of the High 
Court of Admiralty of England, by Letters Patent of King 
George HI., which bear date October 26. 1798, and he was sworn 
of his hlajesty’s Most Honourable Privy Council, on the 31st of 
the same month. 
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meot. and am w'illinir. if yon like it, iimt vou skonki 
do as llicY did ; for tlionirli tliev certainlv Imd no wins, 
yet they wore their beards/ ” Lord l-ddon. shortly 
before liis deatli, relating to ^Irs. Forster this story 
of liis application to the King, mentioned also tiie 
reasons assigned by him to his i\rnjesty. “ 1 sntfen d 
at that time from head-aches ; besides. T told him. tnv 

7 ^ V 

wife did not like inc in a wig. ‘ Ko. no.’ said the 
Kimr. ‘I will liave no innovations in mv time,’” 
When be became Chancellor, tlic wig of private lih’ 
was discontinued. 

The days of bis Chief .Tusliceshi]), though they 
lasted only from duly, 1700, to A}>nl, 1801, contri- 
l)Utod greatly to his fame. On the I’eneh of a Com- 
mon Law Court, no scojie was tdlowed to hi'^ only 
judicial imperfection, the tendency' to liesitate. A 
Common IjOW dndiie, wlam he luis to frv can-cs a? 
Kisi Frins, or indictments in a Crown Ctmrf, mu'-t 
Slim lip and state Ids opinion to the dnrv c>n (h*‘ in* 
.‘^tant ; and wlien he sits in Lank witli his lu'tahrxn 
to decide questions of law. must ki'cp pace with tlean 
in <’oming to his com’Iusjons. 'fhus c.iinp'lhd to 
decide, without po-;tponem*’n?, Lord I'.ldon at or,*'” 
(‘•.tublished thr highe.'-t jn*li(‘lal reputation: a rrpun- 
tion, indci'il. which ;tt'tcrw:ir*K wrought -'ounvli/ 
»r!'*-:tdv;Uitag*-otr>.ly ng;itu>t h!Uf’"'-!r V hen Lord l 'lute 

cellur, bv showitr/ h«nv littlt- rrourjd tfs'-'c 'a: -- f<‘'" 

• • < 

his tfsthdeuee. utc! couv^ h' ]a<w liffl* n-e. -oy. 
fa* Ills doula*, t>tu5 d* h>.V‘', 

'J'he i'l’-* of 'fa- \farl 7F!' r',c. e ,ddr a 
\U ./do of II* ary to v.L,*.;;* '.-ah 

r 0.0' toia-fj a*t; ch” !. « th* c* ,fh rfr 
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ties not inferior to tliose of eitlier Williain or John, 
the latter writes thus to his sister Barbara : — 

" Dear Bab, 

“ After it has pleased God to take from us one of the 
family, I feel most strongly pressed by my heart to send you, 
my mother, and sister Burdon, as parts of it which yet remain, 
my anxious good wishes and the expression of cordial hope 
for the happiness of aU of you. I have felt very acutely 
upon this event, and my mind has been running back tlirough 
scenes of infancy, youth, and manhood, which I spent with 
poor Harry, tiU my firmness has occasionally quite failed me, 
and my sphits have been depressed excessively. I shall be 
very happy to have a few lines, to hear how my poor mother, 
and you, and Jane, and all her family are, and I beg to be 
most affectionately and kindly remembered to all of them. I 
write this where I can neither find any such paper or other 
matters as I ought at present to make use of ; but I am sure 
you will receive in any form the affections of myself and all 
the family, and I remain, dear Bab, 

“ Truly and cordially yours, 

“ Eldon.” 

“ London, December, 1799.” 

•» 

The first speech of Lord Eldon in the House 

of Lords, of which there is any report, was made 
on the third readmg of the Bill passed in 1800 for 
the suspension of the Habeas Corpus Act. Lord Hol- 
land having argued against the suspension, on the 
ground that there had been no conviction for high 
treason except in the single case of O’Coigly, 

Lord Eldon said* that the person so convicted was proved 
to have been planning, with disaffected bodies of men in this 
country, the destruction of the British interest in Ireland ; 
and surely the noble lord need not be told, that a person 
attempting to sever the Crown of Ireland from that of Eng- 

* Pari. Hist. 1800, Feb. 27. 
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land -^vas guilt}* of an overt act of treason. The nohlc Innl 
had argued tliat none should be apprehended but such as could 
be brought to trial; but lie should know that cases iniuht 
occur, in which, for want of two witnesses, persons could nnt 
be Icgallj convicted, though no doubt remained of their guilt. 
But would the noble lord sa}* that therefore no danger ex- 
isted? Would the noble lord argue, that, because snflierent 
legal proof could only be brought against one of the men 
who were put upon their trial at !Maidstonc, the legislntua'’ 
should not have endeavoured to prevent the iniscliief? Ifo 
would venture to say, that to the suspension of the llahea': 
Corpus Act was owing the preservation of the Crown in the 
House of Hanover; and that, by it, late and former con- 
spiracies had been bi’okcn to pieces. 

The Union 'witli Ireland was com])ictcd by the 
Legislatnrc in the spring of 1800 ; but in the debates 
on tliis important measure, Lord Lldoii took no part. 

He interested liimself wannly in favour of Lord 
Auckland's bill for the prevention of adnlterv, which 
was discussed in the same .session, d'lie most ma- 
terial clause was one wliicdi prohibited the marriage 
of the adulterers after the divorce. 


Lnixl Lldon suppnrtod the princijile (»f thl'' clan-c, iV't 
because he thmiglit it would he xttjjirlt'rtf to prcvt'iit the ctn'r- 
inotH crime, for so he regarded it, f>r adultery, but becau-e h>' 
thought it would have <t tnuhnrt; to .‘■ueli prevention. It v. r* 
true that the cent met <4 a se<lue''r to marry hi- e.e 

iiivaful iti law; hut a simple and .•'illy woman jnight h*' h* < ly 
imoueh to act on the ojunion that it vrouM b'rtidtilh'd, ea ! 
that tiught be one of the otj wlueh slie '--mT' e.d. r*-! b r 

airttie. Let her, therriure, 1 h: told by thi- bdl that ’-li* 
be efiectuallv prevtnltd froisi m-.rryhr.; her p uataoiirg 

'fho fsrst bill havitig lee.’i fottrul ib-b l.-'r-i 

Am-khuHl, it! the month ««! Mtiy, rj.e|.-r, 


» 


r^ti Hi ^ Apii 


r 



CIIAXCELLOl} KLDOX. 


linving tlic same general objects, and proposing to 
punish adultery as u inisdcMuejinour. This bill being 
opposed by Lord j\loira, — 

Loixl Eldon deprecated the rejection of it.bcca\>Fe he was 
certain that nine ont of every ten eases oradnllery, that ciunc 
into the courts l)elow. or to that bar, were founded in the most, 
infanious collusion, and that, ns the law stood, it was a farce 
and a mockery, ino'^t of the eases being ))rcviously settled in 
some room in the city; and that jiiries were called to give 
exemplary damages, which damages were never })aid to, nor 
expected by, the injured husband/ 

On the tliird reading, Lord Eldon again sjioke in 
hivour of tlie bill.f It passed the House of Lords, 
but was tlirown out in the House of Commons. 

In the summer of 1800 the Bench of the Common 
Pleas was deprived of a most able and cflicient judge, 
by the sudden death of !Mr. Justice Bnllcr. His 
talents and his legal acquirements have been univer- 
sally appreciated : and Lord Eldon lias left a testi- 
monial to his candour also. 

“ I must do Mr, Justice Bullcr,” says he, in the 
Anecdote Book, “ the credit of recording, that in my 
opinion he had more candour as a judge than the 
profession in general thought he possessed. He went 
into the Court of King’s Bench utterly unacquainted 
with the doctrines of equity. Lord Mansheld had 
said in that Court, that ‘ he never liked law so well as 
when it was like equity.’ BuUer was persuaded that 
this was right. The truth seems to be, that Lord 
Mansfield had not retained a very accurate memory 
of cases in equity. In order, however, to introduce 
and establish this hkeness between law and equity, 

* Pali. Hist. 1800, May 16. f Pari. liist. 1800, May 23. 
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doctrines were lield, new in coiiiHs of law. ^V}leIl 
Lord Keoyon succeeded Lord jMansficld, fliis was set 
riglit, and suitors for equity were seat to tlie Courts 
of Equity, '\\dien I sat wdtli ^ir. Justice Luller in 
the Court of Common Pleas, and had some temperate 
talk vdth him upon these subjects, I think he so fur 
departed from the opinion of Lord ^lansfield, ‘ that 
‘ law was never so right, as when it was like equity.’ 
as to be not much indisposed to agree vith Lord 
Chief Justice dc Grey, who, in the same week in 
wdiich Lord Mansfield had declared that ‘ lie never 
liked law so well, as when it was like equity,’ took 
occasion publicly to state from the Pencil, that Gie 
never liked equity so well, as when it was like law.’ 
With all deference to these great men, law and equity 
oimhttobe considered as distinct svstems; and tliuf 
they arc so considered, and kept apart, in Lnglniid, 
is perhaps one of the best provisions in our cou'^ti* 
tut ion.” 


In another passage of the Anecdote Look he pur- 
sues the subject furtber: — 

“ Lord Kenyon, when Chief Justice, wa'i very isja, 
if, upon a trial, he found (hat a jJaiutilf could not su<’- 
ceed, who, in his judgment, ought to succeed ucconl- 
ing to ICquity, hut could not he rclieVi'd at l/.iw, (•' 
advise the parry to apply to a (‘ourt oflkpiiry. ^o 
man hated iniquity mope tliun he dctr.-t*<l it, and 
therefore he wa> always dispovi.?! ta put a de-.- rviO]' 


party in the right way, 
in-ticr in a vrrouir vrny. 
udvi'-inir partt* (•» jqq'd 
fi-rin-' V. htcit tSih-« red, i>y 


who hud hegstn hi" seif 
Put he h.'iil the li.’Jar 
V u> ji f'utirr ‘'t P'pe.ry 
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given tlms : — This party can’t succeed at Law, 
though in conscience he is right : I must, therefore, 
say to him, Abi in malam rem : and then construed 
the words thus: Go into the Court of Chancery. 
Lord Thurlow once said to liim, ‘ TatT}’', when did 
you first think the Court of Cliancery was such a 
wala res ? I remember that 3'ou made a very good 
thino: of it. And when did Attornies and Solicitors 
become so very odious as you, now and then, at pre- 
sent represent them to be? I don’t remember that 
when we Averc in the Court of Chancery they Avere 
thought by }^ou to be such very bad felloAVs.’ I have 
heard dozens of Common LaAAyers ilippantl}^ abusing 
Courts of Equity, upon the authority of tliis piece of 
Latin of Lord Ken^^on’s ; and it is A'^ery much to be 
lamented, perhaps, that the authority of so great a 
laAA^er, (avIio so thoroughlj’- avcII kiiCAV hoAV defective 
and insufficient the common laAV Avould be to answer 
the exigencies of complete justice, and how absolutel}’’ 
necessary the jurisdiction exercised in the Court of 
Chancery is,) can be resorted to in support of that 
abuse of such a Court by those Avho may know the 
practice of Courts of LaAV, but who are certainly most 
astonishingly ignorant of the nature and i)rinciples of 
the jurisprudence of tliis country taken altogether, 
and of the necessity of that separation of Courts of 
Law and Equity which so mainly contributes to the 
complete and effectual administration of justice in this 
country, and secures to the people an administration 
of justice, to an extent and in a degree, such as are 
unknoAvn and must be ever unknoAvn where that 
separation is not effectually made and observed.” 

: The opinions, here censured by Lord Eldon for their 



346 


LIFE OF TX)RD 


flippancy, seem to be much modified since Ins time. 
At this Haj, liardly any one Anil be found to deny 
that in many brandies of equitable junsd-iction, tlie 
machinery of a court of law Avould be unsuitable, and 
indeed Avholly inadequate. This is practically proved 
by Avhat occurs every Aveek in cases Avhere the jurisdic- 
tions of laAV and of equity are concurrent : as in mat- 
ters of account, and in suits for contribution, — Avhcrc 
the party seeking his remedy ma}^ have it in either 
court, but yet is almost alAva3\s found to jirelbr a 
Court of Equity,' because its instruments for admi- 
nistering that remedy arc so much more complete 
than those Avhich a Court of LaAv affords. It 


Avould be no good reasoning to say, that if Courts 
of Equity Avcrc abolislicd, these instruments and 
machinery might be transferi’cd to the Courts of 
LaAv; because that Avould not be to blend the tAvo 
separate systems into one, but only to commit the 
lAvo sA^stems, srparafe, to the administration 
one judicature. Such Avas actually the constitution 
of the Court of ICxchcquer until it Avas remodelled, in 
IS'lljAvhen its equitahle judicature Avas transferred to 
the Court, of Chancery; Avhidi A'ery transf-r ar»>,-.' 
from a general feeling that tlie two systems of htAv 
and equity arc not conveniently adrninisterrd in tin' 
same court, 'flu* only ch'soriptions uf case- in Avludi 
anv experienced person wonld no\v tluttk (if inv<‘-'rimf 
a court oflaAVAvith the jurisdiction in (iputy 

(and even in the‘-‘e ca-fs tin' cluui’ji' \v»nild hr \>y tv* 
nu^nns fre^- friOn pr:e*tieal object iU'e, v.'hcri* tie' 
fpn -ti'in turns upon ‘Uii’ (b-nunid. 1}‘ 

pluintitf. or ont> s*'? *>f phuntbr-, nli IcOeirs;: 'O,-' 
and the same rtdut'am Uf fh*' :-ulh et, i-n- 
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defendant, or one set of defendants, also having all 
of them one and the same relation to the subject: 
as where several sue or arc sued in a class. The 
matter inaj’’ perhaps be fairly stated thus: — If 
the demands arc numerous, as where an estate is to 
be administered for creditors; or if there be more 
parties than one, who do not, among themselves, hold 
the same relation to the matter, as in many cases 
of joint-stock and other mercantile transactions, the 
objects sought are usually too various, and the facts 
too much complicated with considerations of law, to 
be properly dealt with otherwise than by that sort of 
manifold inquiry, which is best conducted by a IMaster, 
and best solved by his report. On the other hand, 
where there is a complete unity of interest on each 
side, and that interest turns upon the decision of one 
matter, as where a plaintiiF applies for an injunction 
against the piracy of copyright or patent right, and 
is content to waive the account of copies or articles 
piratically sold — or where he seeks simply an injunc- 
tion against waste, or a foreclosure upon an ordinary 
mortgage, or even the specific performance of a con- 
tract, — in these and other cases of the like character*, 
there is reasonable ground to argue that the juris- 
diction upon affidavit, which is exercised in many 
matters by a court of law, might be as efiectually 
applied as the jurisdiction upon bill and answer which 
is exercised by a court of equity. Even, however, as 
to this last class of cases, it is by no means clear 
that the cognizance of them could be removed to the 

* See, for instance, Legh v. Legh, 1 Bosanq. and Pul. 447, and 
Payne v. Rogers, Dougl. Rep. 407. 
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courts of law, without induciug much of that incon- 
venience and anomaly which Lord Eldon apprehended : 
as, for instance, in the application of the conunon-law 
machinery to the extraction of a defendant’s answer 
on oath. And if it he surmised that Lord Eldon’s 
studies had given him a bias toward equitable juris- 
diction, it must be remembered that, gi’eat as was liis 
Imowledge of equity, lie had as great a knowledge of 
common-law to balance it. 

A chief justice, less competent to his functions than 
Lord Eldon, might have been much embarrassed by 
the loss of such a coadjutor as Mr. Justice BuUer; 
but Lord Eldon, vuthout the shghtest arrogance 
toward any of his colleagues, was too much master 
of his whole duty to be dependent on their aid : and 
he continued to discharge his high office with a daily 
increase of reputation. 

But a heather loss befel him in this year. It was 
the death of Mrs. Scott, his mother, who jiaid her 
long-deferred debt to nature on the 16th of July 
1800, at the age of ninety-one. Mr. John Surtees 
sa 3 ’-s, in a private letter, “ I remember old Mrs. Scott 
dining at my father’s, and my being much gratified 
to hear my father and her talk of old times : she 
seemed a sensible obsennng old woman.” She had 
the good fortune of living, in the full possession of 
her faculties, to behold her eldest son placed in tlie 
judgment seat of the Court of Adniiralt\', and her 
jmungest, and, as it has been siq)j) 0 scd, her favourlfe, 
dignified with a chief justiceship, and with a j)eGrage. 

“ To think,” exclaimed the old lad\*, Avhen the Intfer 
was ennobled, “ to think tliat J, in this out of th<! 

way corner of the world, should live to be the nmt her 
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“ of a Lord ! ” A few months more of life would 
have brought her to see her son on the topmost round 
of legal ambition, invested Avith the honours of tlie 
Great Seal. The mother of Lord Lyndhurst, and the 
mother of Lord Brougham, liad each the liappiness of 
Avitnessing such a consummation. 

The folloAving letter has no date, but appears, from 
internal eAudencc, to liaA’^e been Avrittcn in the year 
1800, AAuth reference to some suggestion tliat Lord 
Eldon’s son should 'offer himself at the next election 
for the county of Durham : — 

Lord Eldon to Sir JnUiam Scott. — (Extract.) 

Not tinted, 

“ Dear Brother, l^ut probnbly ■^vri(tcn in 1800 . 

" I haA’C had a letter from Burdon. He assigns no reason 
but a love of retirement. He adds only, Avhat surprises me, 
but Avhat is, in effect, this : that his support of the treason 
and sedition bills, and the • sti-onger measures of gOA'ernment, 
have created him bitter, fierce, and unrelenting enemies, in a 
county in which he seems to say and to thinlc all good men 
are inconceivably timid. Sir H. Vane Tempest, I under- 
stand, has offered himself, and bids defiance to competitors. 
Mowbray, the great land agent of the county, has called 
upon me ; he says he is sure the thing would do. Sanderson, 
of Sunderland, has written to me to say that three-fourths of 
the Sunderland freeholders are divided ; but to this there is 
an objection, like poor Edmund Burke’s to modern revolu- 
tions : the working begins Avith the lowest instead of the 
highest. One great objection to tlie proposition must be of 
this sort, from the natm'c of things : I am necessarily a new 
man in the county, because I am so every where — the pro- 
perty nothing — official reputation worth nothing in the eye 
of a country squire or a county lord. Tlie weight of great 
men, therefore, must be on the other side. But if it was 
otherwise, I do not desery any thing prudent in engaging in 
suck a business. Su* John Eden, with a better fortune in 
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liis family than I liave^ has been taught by experience, that, 
■with only such a fortime, a man has more reason to rejoice 
when he can slip away from the representation of a county, 
than when lie is placed in it. Here we must begin with a 
contest ; and, if not, there is no security against it in future, 
and no retreating from it when it comes. An immediate ex- 
penditure of 15,000?. or 16,000?. would, in my opinion, be a 
gross injury to John. It would break up all that I have 
been projecting to render peerage to him a tolerable ci-il. 
Besides this, a man ought to have a certainly continuous in- 
come, very large indeed, who can have a son, in his lifetime, 
li'vdng as the member of a county. I don’t know what allow- 
ance would be equal to such a station in modern times. 1 
pay now, to and for John, about 1000?. a year, that is, 800?. 
to himself, 80?. as his income tax, and the rest for his cham- 
bers in Lincoln’s Inn. Attending to the purposes, which 
this seems to answer, four times that sum would not do ; and 
I could do nothing so unjust to him, as to engage at all events 
for a system of expense, the ■jvholc weight of which, in justice 
to the rest of my family, must eventually fall uj^on him. And 
for what is the present expense of a contest, and the expense 
of such a system, to be incurred ? That any yoinujcr son of mine 
should ever have such a scat is out of all probability. I have 
no right to reckon upon seven years’ existence. Is it to be 
incurred for a seat for those few years ? Suppose Providence 
continues me here longer, what security is there against ii 
second contest? or rather is there not a certainty of it? The 
thing will never do. I hope to hear no more of it. But I 
hope, more anxiously, that nobody Avill suggest it to John. 
Don’t imagine by this that I imagine ynu would, in a grave 
matter of this sort, unless you and I were agreed upon it 
previously. But there arc foolish and meddling people, who 
arc too apt to t.alk upon interesting subjects. I can’t wish 
you better, than by wishing that God Juay preserve yon t<i 
.‘^cc your son twenty-six, and that in the moan time he shonld 
give von no more uneasiness than John Ims given me. But, 
if wc botli live to tliat }>oriod, I will a«k you wliother nine- 
tonlhs of the little nncasincs-* you will have had have not 
proceeded from the tattle, which strangers to you and your 
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circumstances hold, to him who ought to know nothing of 
them hut from yourself. You see I am writing in affectionate 
confidence. I am growing grave, however, and that’s not 
right towards you at Southampton. I close this part of the 
letter, therefore, by saying, that I am sorry to say that John 
has been again plagued with his asthmatic complaint, but he 
is better, thank God. 

In confidence, my opinion is, that we are as likely to 
have invasion as peace.” 

Lord Eldon had some amusing stories referable to 
this period of his life. The Anecdote Book records a 
comic defence before him of a rioter, by Mr. Jekyll, 
■who, for half a centmy, -was the foremost wit of the 
Bar : — 

‘‘ This gentleman, in his practice as a common 
la^wyer, ■was very successful, as many others have - 
been, in diverting the attention of jurymen at county 
assizes, from thinking seriously in serious proceedings, 
by introducing observations and jokes, tending to turn 
aU that was passing into the ridiculous. I went his 
circuit as a judge, when I was Chief Justice of the 
Common Pleas. There was a trial before me, I think 
in Somersetshire, of a prisoner for a riot. There were 
several questions asked by Jekyll and the counsel for 
the prosecution (Jekyll being counsel for the pri- 
soner) as to the number of persons that composed 
the body of rioters. This species of questioning ap- 
pearing to me to go to unnecessary length, I inter- 
posed, by saying, ‘ Mr. Jelyll, is it not sufficiently 
proved that there were more than three persons ? 
Now, do not three constitute enough in number as to 
matters of riot ? ’ ‘I beg your Lordship’s pardon,’ 
said Jek5dl; ‘ the case has not been fairty, candidly, 
and fully opened to your Lordship aiid the jury. 
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They have not told you and the jury that the rioters 
■were' all tailors; and I therefore confidently submit to 
the jury, that m this particular case they must prove 
that there were present at least nine times three, at 
least twenty-seven, though three men, not tailors, 
might be enough.’ This ticlded the fancy of the 
jurymen, made them laugh heartily, and though the 
case grew serious, they did not grow serious, and 
acquitted the prisoner — Serjeant Davy, who went for 
many years the Western Circuit, used to express r\o 
very high opinion of the talents of the men of that 
portion of the Idngdom ; obsei’^dng that it was most 
true that the wise men came from the East.” 


Lord Eldon used to tell another story of Jekyll, 
who was considered, even by his political friends, to 
be more of a wit than of a lavyer. His tendencies 
being rather democratical, he had visited Paris more 
tharr orree during the early days of the French Rer'o- 
lution, and had lived a good deal with some of its 
leaders, of whom, and particularly of lilirabcan, lie 
liad many amusing anecdotes. “ One day at dinner,” 
said Lord Eldon, “ I happened to sit next to Wilkes, 
and we were talking of orre of the forms of govern- 
ment which the l^rcnch had successively taken up. J 
spoke of it with disapprobation. Said Wilkes, ‘ they 
‘ had it from my friend Jekyll, who iold them d was' 

‘ the Enylmh con-ditutiou.' ” 

On the Western Circuit, Lord Eldon and his brotin-r' 


iuflge. in passing through Devonshire, aeccjitefl an 
invitation to the seat of a count ry gentleman on the 


banks « J the 'J'amar. The scenery of that river being 
very beautiful, their host, after dinner, pmvtiadeil 
tliein, instead of continuing their journey that night. 
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to remain at liis liouse till the following morning, 
and then proceed in his pleasure boat along the 
Tamar, to a point at which they could meet their 
carriages and resume the ordinary road. This being 
arranged, the two judges, on the following morning, 
pursued their journey by water, until luncheon time, 
when they landed on a pretty piece of meadow ground, 
and spreading their table-cloth on the grass, addressed 
themselves to the contents of their host’s provision 
basket. Meanwhile tlie boatmen, left to themselves, 
made their way into an adjoining orchard, and began 
to pluck the fruit. This trespass brought out the 
owner, who chased the intruders to the scene of the 
luncheon ; and angrily accosting Lord Eldon and his 
colleague, threatened vehemently to have the whole 
party before the judges. This outpouring of wi’ath 
lasted for some time before it was possible to get in 
a word of defence or excuse ; but at last their Lord- 
ships were permitted to explain, and the scrape ended 
with a handsome apology, and still better, a handsome 
present, from the judges, and a good deal of stam- 
mermg and confusion on the part of the injured but 
abashed yeoman. 

It was the good fortune of Lord Eldon, and deeply 
felt by him to be so, that during the term of his chief 
justiceship, he seldom had occasion to leave a prisoner 
for execution. 

“ One female,” said he to Mrs. Forster, “ was re- 
markably kind to me. She was to be tried for mur- 
der ; and she made her escape from gaol just before 
the assizes commenced, and was not taken till they 
were concluded, so she had to remain in confinement 
till the following year, when she was convicted. 

VOL. I. z 
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Thus, by that lady’s 'well-timed flight, I escaped tiie 
pain of ha^dng to pass sentence of death.” 

Among the stories which he used to tell of causes 
tried before hun at common law, there is a pleasant 
one, preserved both by Mr.Farrer and by Mrs. Forster, 
of a trial to ascertain the property in a dog. At the 
time of this trial Lord Eldon was living at Ao. 42 in 
Gower Street, whither he had removed from Fowls 
Place. In Gower Street he resided about thirteen 
years, and he used to say that his house there was 
the pleasantest he ever occupied : he coidd look over 
the fields, then open, as far as Hampstead, Highgate, 
and Islington, and had a garden with excellent vege- 
tables, and even peaches. Adjoining was a waste 
piece of ground j and “ the men in London,” said he 
to Mrs. Forster, “ used to bring dogs to fight there. 
When I was Chief Justice of the Common Pleas 
(I did like that court!) a cause was brought before 
me for the recovery of a dog, which tlic defendant 
had stolen in that ground, and detained from the 
plaintiff, its owner. We had a great deal of evi- 
dence, and the dog was brought into court, and 
placed on the table between the judge and witnesses. 
It was a very fine dog, very large, and very fierce, so 
much so, that I ordered a muzzle to bo put on it. 
Well, we could come to no decision ; wlicn a woman, 
all in rags, came forward, and .said if I '\vould .allow 
her to get into the witness-box, .she thoiight v^^hc could 
.say something that wouhl decide the cause. c>ll, 
she was sworn just as she was, all iu rags, and 
forward towards the sinimal, and siud, * Lilly, 

come and kiss me.’ The savagc-lookijig dog itistutitly 
raised itself on its hind lcg.«, put its immense {)nv.'S 
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around lier neck, and saluted her : she had brought it 
up from a puppy. Those words, ‘ Come, Billy, come 
and kiss me,’ decided the cuuse. But when I was 
summing up, the defendant incautiously said in my 
hearing, ‘the damages cannot be great, and them I 
will pay ; but the dog I am determined they shall not 
have ? ’ I observed upon this to the jury, and told 
them, that if the)’’ Avere satisfied the dog belonged to 
the plaintiff, they might give any amount of damages 
they pleased, after what they had lieard from the 
defendant. Upon this the defendant got frightened, 
and consented to give up the dog.” 

Mrs. Forster. — “ Then what was the verdict, 
uncle ? ” 

Lord Eldon. — “Oh, that threat intimidated him, 
and he gaA^e up the dog ; the A'crdict Avas tAVO hundred 
pounds, to be levied should he again become possessed 
of the animal.” 

“ I recollect,” says Lord Eldon in his Anecdote 
Book, “ a great many actions brought at a particular 
period against clergymen — many of them very ex- 
emplary in their conduct and in the discharge of their 
duties as parish priests, but Avho, though resident 
Avithin their cures, yet did not reside in the parsonage 
houses. This eAul of prosecuting such clerg}mien was 
remedied, as to many depending actions, by act of 
parliament, which made provision also as to the 
future, by giving the Bishop a power to allow incum- 
bents to reside, in proper cases, out of the parsonage 
houses. "Where the parsonage houses were good, it 
was fit the clergymen should reside in them ; but the 
laAv was very harsh where it was applied to clergymen 
who did not reside in houses, which, Avith their fami- 

z 2 
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lies, they could not reside in, but wlio nevertlieless 
discharged all their clerical duties in a most exem- 
plary manner. During the short tune in -vrliich I was 
Chief Justice of the Common Pleas, I tried two cases 
at Guildhall : one, an action against a clergjnnan, who, 
after reading himself in as mcumhent of a church in 
the city, had never been in his church or his parisli 
for many years; the other, an action against the 
incumbent of Bow Church, whose parsonage house 
could not be dwelt in by him and his family, it being 
a small house next the church, in which the business 
of a very small pocket-book seller was carried on; 
which incumbent was one of the most exemplary 
clergymen in London, performing personally every 
parochial duty in every day of the week. But, as 
the law stood, this excellent person was subject to the 
same penalties as the other most negligent, blaincahlc 
incumbent. The valuable incumbent was Van j\Iil- 
dert, afterwards Bishop of Landalf and Dean of 
St. Paul’s,” and tinally Bishop of Durham. 

In relating this story to IMrs. Forster, Lord Fldon 
said : 

“ Kow I have pleasure in telling this anecdote, for 
it reflects credit on the then Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, ]\Ioore, that the moment he heard of it, he setit 
and paid the penalties and costs; and 1 like tdso to 
tell it, because it has sometimes been imperfectly told, 
from motives of maliciousness to a most hofiour.able, 
upright man, Yan I\lildert.” 

dlic following case, recorded in Lord likkin's 
Anecdote Book, is still liardcr on the clergyman:-— 

“ T remember a case in the FA-chcfpmr, — upon a 
motion for a new trial, I think. A clerg)'mam with 
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a. small or no famity, lived in a large roomy parsonage 
house. An attorney in the parisli, who Imd a large 
famity, lived in a house so small as to bo inconvenient 
for that family. The attorney proposed to the clergy- 
man to change houses, and the attorney to pay the 
clergyman a yearly rent of several pounds in con- 
sideration of his residence in the larger and more 
valuable house. Tlic year expired, and the attorney 
not offering to 2^J^y the rent, the clergyman applied 
to him for it : upon which the attorney insisted that 
this was a most unreasonable demand, as he had 
brought an action against the clergynnin for eleven 
penalties, I think, of ten pounds each, for non-residence 
in the parsonage house, the hiAV then not deeming a 
clergyman’s residence, though in the parish, legal 
residence, if he did not live in the parsonage house — 
I remember Baron E 3 ’’re said it was the most abo- 
minable and impudent transaction he ever remem- 
bered, but that the clergjmian could have no relief.” 

The eighteenth Parliament, from the union with 
Scotland, held its last separate session at the close of 
the 5 ’’car 1800, and passed another bill for the sus- 
pension of the Habeas Corpus Act. Lord Eldon, as 
in the preceding year, supported this measure.* 

A letter on the subject of state prosecutions, ad- 
dressed to Lord Kenyon in the early part of 1801 
by Sir John Mitford, who had succeeded Lord Eldon 
as Attorney-General, illustrates the principles upon 
Avhich Lord Eldon, when Attorney-General, directed 
his own conduct in this important class of cases, and 
which he transmitted to his successors in the law 
offices of the Crown. 

* Pari. Hist. 1800, Dec. 19. 

z 3 
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Sir John Mitford, Attorney-General, to Lord Chief Justice 

Kenyon. — (Extract.) 

“ Lincoln’s Inn, 5tli Feb. 1801. 

“ The newspapers which your Lordship has sent me I 
shall take the liberty of showing to the Solicitor- Genci-al. 
In these cases I have generally followed the rule which Lord 
Eldon adopted for liis conduct, — ^to notice, as much as possible, 
those cases o?ily which did not j)ersonally mvolve his hlajesty s 
Ministers ; conceiving that there was a much greater chance 
of success in prosecuting for libels aimed personally at his 
Majesty, or against the constitution in church or state, than 
where ministers Avere directly the objects of the libel. Tlie 
many cases, in Avhich juries have shoAvn an indisposition to 
notice personal attacks on ministers, have induced Lord Eldon 
and me to think that this forbearance Avas, on the avIioIc, 
pnidcnt. We haA'C liad, during the last seven yairs, many 
a painful moment in the consideration of these subjects; 
many more, not only than the Avorld Avill give us credit for, 
but than ca^cu your Lordship can, from any view of the cases 
Avhich have come under your eye, conceive. 1 think the 
press, on the Avhole, is become more decent ; and I flatter 
myself that the A'cry temperate exercise of the odlcc of 
Attorney-General, AA’hilst Lord Eldon held it, and sincc.it ba-^ 
been in one Avho has carefully folloAvcd his steps, has had an 
effect in producing a general persuasion that the j)OAvers of 
that ofllccr have never been \iscd, but AA-hcrc the case niam- 
fcstly demanded that they should be jAut in force. 

“ I have A'cnturod to trouble your Lordshij) so long on 
this subject, and to throw my .«entiincnts so opcmly bofom 
you, bccjuisc every man must feel that many, many, v^ry 
abominable libels have pa.=.scd Avithout ajiimadveivion. 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, 

Your Lord«hij>’s veiy obedient humbh; servant, 

“ ,1. Mrrruui'/’ 


The Session of the Tmj)eri:il riirliatncnt of Great 
llrihun uiid Irelaiid Ava«! opened on the -hi of h'obrunrv 


1)V the King iji per.'-on ; and on that tiny 
inent having been moved in the 


% till a-nu-mi* 
of l.unh, 
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the nclclrcss which was proposed in miswer to his 
Majesty’s speech, 

Lord Eldon pj)okc In favour of the address. O'ho princijial 
topic of his speech wn-s the right of helligcrcnls to search the 
vessels of nentmls, — a right, which, though then disputed by 
the Korthern Slates of Europe, had its origin in the law of 
nature and was interwoven with the very ju’incijdc of self- 
defence. He insisted on the iniporlancc of inaintainiiig that 
right, as the foundation of our conuncrce, our wealth, and our 
naval glorv. 

From tlic commencement of liis Chief Justiceship 
until the spring of 1801, Lord Itldon liad had no 
other connexion with politics than as an individual 
member of the House of Peers. But. he was now to 
renew his relations with political life in a higher .and 
more rcspoirsible station than ever. 

Among all the measures of ]\Ir. Pitt’s administr.a- 
tion, none was more important than the Union witli 
Ireland. It had been attended with innumerable dif- 
ficulties, arising from personal interests as well as 
from national feelings ; but a great body of the Irish 
people had been reconciled to it, by the expectation 
that a Union between their countiy and Great 
Britain would render it practicable, consistently 
with the safety of the Protestant Church in Ireland, 
to remove tlic disabilities of the Roman Catholics. 
So long as the two kingdoms had distmet legisla- 
tures, it was obvious that to open Parliament and 
Office to the Roman Catholics in Ireland, where 
they were three-fourths of the constituent body, 
must be to make the Irish legislature essentially 
Roman Catholic, and eventually to substitute the 
Romish for the Protestant Church ; and for such a 
consummation, no British statesman was prepared. 

z d 
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But it was tliouglit that when one common legislature 
should have been established for both countries, and 
the Irish nation have become interfused and identified 
•with the British, a new state of things would arise, 
in which the aggregate majority of the whole empire, 
being Protestant, would be able effectually to protect 
the Church and the State against any undue en- 
croachments of the total Homan Catholic minoritv; 
and that in such a position of atfairs, the laws of ex- 
clusion, always invidious, and only to be justified by 
necessity, might safely be exchanged for a more ge- 
nerous and comprehensive pohey. ' These were the 
opinions of j\fr. Pitt, Mr. Windham, Lord Grenville, 
and some of the ablest among their jmunger j^ar- 
tisans; and the Homan Catholics of Ireland clung 
closely to the hope wliich such authority held out. 
But the Hing, who regarded the i^roposed cliangc as 
likely to injure the Protestant Church and as there- 
fore irreconcilable with his coronation oath, met all 
the instances of Mr. Pitt with a fixed resistance. It 


•was in vain that i\Ir. Pitt suggested the introduction 
of securities. The King was inflexible. The cor- 
respondence of George III. •\\'ith ^Ir. Pitt on that 
occasion, published in 1827, by Dr. Philpotts, now 
Bishop of Exeter, from Lord Kenyon’s pa])L'r.«, dis- 
tinctly and curiously explains the respective views ot 
the King and of tlie ]\li!iister. 

“ 1 liad very considerable doubt,’’ says Lord I’Jdoif, 
in liis Anecdote Book, “whether the correspondence, 
between King George III. and Mr. Pitt, relative to 
the Catholic question, before Mr. Pitt quit red otiieo, 
should Inivc been publisJicd Iw Dr. I*., at the 
or with the consent of L<'H’d Kenvoti, in 182/, iroiu 
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copies of it, which I midcrstood that his father, the 
Chief Justice, had received from the late King; aud 
I discouraged the iuteutiou to publisli it, because of 
tliat doubt. As, liowevcr, others tliought it right 
that it should bo published, I think it was, with re- 
spect to myself, so far useful, as the matter of that 
correspoudcnco seems to mo to have fully justified 
what I had so often publicly declared, that Mr. Pitt 
did not mean to grant what the Poman Catholics 
wished to obtain, without what he should deem suffi- 
cient securities for the Protestants. I had repeatedly 
jiublicly stated, that his language to jno was, that if 
their claims were granted, there must be such securi- 
ties, but that I never could learn what were to bo pro- 
posed as such securities. The published correspond- 
ence has stated what arc thci'cin mentioned as such 
securities. They appear to me, though mentioned 
by that great man, as altogether inadequate. Another 
proof that the concessions were never to be made 
without sufficient securities, is, that, in all the Bills, 
which, during many years, were brought into Par- 
liament for granting the Roman Catholics’ claims, 
provisions were proposed to be enacted as such secu- 
rities : totally inadequate as securities ; but the j^ro- 
posal to enact them is satisfactory to prove, that 
securities were thought necessary : — at first so 
thought — long after, and for many years, so thought 
— and it seems never to have been contended that 
securities were not necessary, till it was proved that 
none would be sufficient j and then the advocates for 
the measure had the hardihood to propose it, without 
any securities, as reasonable. It is not immaterial, 
or without its being useful, to compare the securities 
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pr0250sed in Mr. Pitt’s corresjDondence -v^atli those 
j)ioposed in the various bills; and such comparison 
may satisfy many, that the advocates of the measure 
never agreed what would or would not he satisfactory 
securities.” 

The immovable determination of the King made it 
necessary, in the judgment of Mr. Pitt, to entreat 
that his Majesty would j)Grinit Iiim to 'withdraw fi’om 
the government. The King, in a letter of the 1st of 
February 1801, one of those jiublished by Pr. Phil- 
potts, remonstrates against such a retirement. 

Though I do not pretend,” says the King, “ to Iiavc tlic 
power of changing hir. Pitt’s opinion, when thus unfoitu- 
nately fixed, yet I shall hope his sense of duty will j^revent 
his retiring from his j^resent situation, to the end of niy 
life ; for I can with givat truth assort, that I sliall, from 
public and private considerations, feel great regret, if I sliall 
” ever find myself obliged, at any time, from a sense of rc- 
Hgious and political duty, to yield to his entreaties of rctir- 
ing from his seat at tJie Board of Treasury.” 


!SIr. Pitt, however, thought it due to his country 
and his character, that he should 2 )erscverc in ]ircss- 
ing his resignation; and, on the 10th of March, if 
■was announced in both Houses that liis ministry was 
at an end. 


Such was the first great stir of that raoinciifou'^ 
contest, which now, for more than forty years, in one 
or other of its forms, or of its consf'fpiences, has 
divided and disturhed the British ciupirt'. 

To no one individual, .so eminently as to Lord 
Eldon, was owing the long and successful resistaure 
inaiutaincd ncfainst the Bomaii O.atholie claiui!'. b* 
his deliberate and solemn jmlgmcut, the ol 

them was fraught ■ivith danger to the StuU: ntid to fbr 
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Cliiircli. In tlic no less conscientions belief of other 
far-sighted statesmen, the only danger Avas in the 
postponement of that concession. The measure of 
relief, the emancipation, has undoubtedly disappointed 
the hopes of its advocates, and furnislicd, in tlie 
“ still vex’t ” condition of tlic Irish, a melancholy tri- 
umph to its opponents. But those who reason from 
the event seem 2 iot to have sufficiently remembered, 
that the very point most enforced by the advocates of 
the relief, was the peril of a concession that might 
come too late. Evils have undoubtedl)’^ followed, to 
the full extent of the gravest apprehension ; but while 
one party asserts tlicm to have resulted from pre- 
cipitate surrender, the other regards them as the con- 
sequences of over-protracted resistance. And it must 
not be forgotten by those who appeal to events, that 
the conceded franchises were calculated for the old 
parliamentary state of these Icingdoms as they still 
remained in 1829, and not for the new and unexpected 
constitution imposed by the Reform Act of 1832. If, 
instead of being accepted as peace-offerings, those 
franchises have been grasped as weapons of annoyance, 
an effect so perverse may perhaps be explained by 
the undue j)arhamentary im 2 :)ortance, which the near 
balance of the Conservative and Democratic forces in 
the newly-modelled House of Commons, and the result- 
ing weakness of the executive government, enabled a 
small body of Roman Catholics to assume. And thus 
perhaps, in calmer times, the judgment of the country 
will pronounce that not the Relief Act, but the Reform 
Act, has been the real inlet of danger to the Protestant 
church, and the legislative Union of these realms. To 
both these experiments Lord Eldon was alike opposed. 
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LORD Loughborough’s resignation of the great seal. — anec- 
dotes OF LORD CHIEF JUSTICES DE GREY AND WILLES. — LETTER 
OF LORD THURLOW TO LORD ELDON. — LORD ELDON RECEIVES 
THE GREAT SEAL. — THE KING’s BEHATUOUR, jVND LORD ELIION’S 
MOTIVES FOR RELINQUISHING THE COMMON FLEAS. — RELINQUISH- 
MENT DELAYED BY THE KING’S ILLNESS. — COMPOSITION OP MR. 
Addington’s ahnistry. — letter of the lord chancellor to 

MR. 5AVIRE. — LETTERS OF THE KING TO THE LORD CHANCELLOR. 
AND OF THE LORD CHANCELLOR TO THE KING. — THE KINo’s 
malady; letters of DRS. .TOHN and THOMAS AVILLIS, THE 
CHANCELLOR, THE PRINCESS ELIZABETH, AND THE KINO. — Till: 
chancellor’s SPEECHES ON A DIVORCE BILL, ON HABEAS 
CORPUS INDEMNITY BILL, AND ON HOLY ORDERS BILL. — THE 
king’s VHSIT to CUFFNELLS : letter from MR. ROSE. — PATRON- 
AGE : LETTERS OF LORD ELDON TO AIR, REAY AND MR. JONES, AND 
OF LORD NELSON TO LORD ELDON. — NATIONAL DEFENCE : LETTER 
FROM AnLIYlNDHAAI. PRELIMINARIES OF PEACE M'lTH ITEVNCE. 


It Iiad been understood, for .several ■weeks before 
tbe announcement of Jfr. Pitt’s resignation, fliut 
Lord Lougliborougli was about to rclinqui-sh tke 
Great Seal, and that Lord Eldon was likeh' to become. 
Chancellor in his stead. The letter, of whicli a ropy 
follows, appears to be an answer to .come niessagi' or 
inquiry on thi.s subject, from his old fnojid Lvnl 
Kenyon, then Lord Gliief Justice of IJighuid. 


Ktittorj.'il, rfliJtr.-r, Ool. 

Lord Ivenyen, “Common ^ 

“I led n good derd of to protect iiiy-.-lt' t 

tlic iiossibilily of y our Lord.-hip s thinking tlrvt Jain vounfR,4 
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in the respect and duty whlcli I owe to you, and ^Ylncll I can 
truly say has ever been accompanied with the most grateful 
and aftectionatc regard, hlay I therefore be allowed to 
assure you that, whatever other persons may have thought it 
becoming to mention in conversation respecting themselves or 
me, nothing has passed yet with respect to me, that would 
wai'rant me, consistently with propriety, in making that com- 
munication to you, which it would be my duty to make, as 
I wish to make it to you, whenever the matter is settled the 
one way or the other. I can say no more than that there is 
a probability that I may be compelled to quit this little 
Court, in which I should liave wished to end my days. 

^^Your obliged and faithful Friend and Servant, 

“ Eldon.” 

There was nothing unreasonable in this caution. 
Strange instances had occurred of disappointments, 
where the expectant had appeared quite secure of his 
judicial promotion ; and these were probably present 
to the mind of Lord Eldon ; for, among the stories in 
liis Anecdote Book, he has recorded the following 
illustration of the uncertainties that hover between 
the cup and the lip of the candidate for the Seals : — 

“ Lord "Walsingham, the son of Lord Chief Justice 
de Grey, and chairman of the Committees of the House 
of Lords, told me, that his father, the Chief Justice, 
gave a dinner to his family and friends, on account of 
his being to have the Great Seal as Chancellor next 
morning ; but that, in the interim between the dinner 
and the next morning, Mr. Justice Bathurst, it was 
determined, should be Chancellor, and received the 
seal.” 

Lord Eldon used to tell a somewhat similar story 
of the offer of the Great Seal to Lord Chief Justice 
"WiUes, who declined to accept it without a pension 
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and a peerage, expecting that he should bring tlie 
ministers to his terms.* 

Lord Eldon, before Ms appointment to the Clian- 
cellorship was complete, received tlic following letter 
from his early friend, Lord Thiirlow : — 

jSIy dear Lord, 

“ Though I don’t know the chcumstanccs wliich induced 
you to give 111) the Common Pleas, I linvc no doubt your de- 
cision upon them was guided, as upon all occasions, by wisdom 
and honour; and I rejoice sincerely in the event Tliis, you 
may remember, was my sentiment in the eonversation you 
allude to. f 

“ But I congratulate still more with the House and the 
country. Their judgments will be no less illustrated by 
sound piinclplcs and clear deductions, than supported by 
authority; not let down by unsatisfactory attempts to argue, 
or shaded by surmises of mean partialities and prejudices. 

“ If I can shake off this painful disorder, my first c.xcrtion 
will be an endeavour to sec you. TJicrc is not enough re- 
maining of me to be useful ; but I shall take great satisfaction 
in finding arranged the fundamental princi])Ies of that con- 
duct, which is to extricate the present diflicidtics incurred by 
the mere want of such prlncijdes. 


'J’Jio late Lord ironlev, in Jiis lift? of )ii? irraiidfathfT, 
Keeper ireidoy, afterwards Lord Cliancellor Xortliincioii, ri late-: 
the eiremnstance* thus: — 

“ Iinnicdiately after had refu«f‘d the .S'<'ab\ Ifenley ftheti 

“ Attorney-General) called iijion him at his villa, and hnuid hif» 
“ walking in his garden, Inghh* indignant ni flie aifront which ii»* 
“ considered that ho had received, in an nfl'cr .-o inadi <puite fu hin 
'*' pretensions. After entering into some ihUnil of hi- griev intc' , 
“ he eonclnded hy a-'king whether any man of -pin't eouM, under 
“ saich circumstanees, have taken the Seab : adding. ‘ \V«>nM y..». 

lv‘ 

lO, (* |,c 


^fr. Atff>rnev% have done '■o? * Healey, thns a[<pt;.h''l 
** (old hijn that it wa« too lat*’ to < titer intoc 


neu a 


“ wjf' then wiitting upon hi~ LordvhJp to inforai Mm ih a f» h ’d 
ai'ttially aeci pt« <1 them.*’ — 

I S( >• f ’hap. X, 


, t , 4 , 
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This is the second time, since 1 came to London, that a 
fox has scrambled out of the well u]Don the horns of the same 
siUy goat. In the Seven Years’ War, it stood leaping-block 
to Frederick of Prussia; in tliis, to Francis of Austria.* 
Quousque tandem ? 

“ I am ever, my dear Lord, 

‘‘ Your very faithful and affectionate Friend, 

“ Thuklow.” 

“ Wednesday, 18tli Feb. 1801.” 

On tLe 23d of Marcli 1801, Sir William Scott was 
elected member for the University of Oxford, in tbe 
room of Mr. Page, wbo had relinquished his seat from 
age and increasing infirmities. 

Mr. Pitt had resigned the Government on the 10th 
of the same month; but Lord Loughborough con- 
tinued to hold the Great Seal till the 14th of April : 
on which day, (Mr. Addington having meanwhile been 
installed as first minister,)- Lord Eldon, by the King’s 
delivery to him of the Great Seal, became Lord High 
Chancellor. He one day said to Mr. Farrer, “ I was 
“ the King’s Lord Chancellor, not the Minister’s. 
“ Mrhen I was made Chief Justice of the Common 
“ Pleas, the King insisted upon my giving him my 
“ promise, that whenever he called upon me to fulfil 
“ the office of Chancellor, I would do so. He did 
“ call upon me when Addington succeeded Pitt, and 
“ I could not do otherwise than fulfil my promise.” 

So likewise he told Mrs. Forster, “ I was very fond 
“ of the Court of Common Pleas, and never would 
“ have quitted it for the Chancellorship, but my pro- 
“ mise was -given.” 

* This seems to allude to the treaty of LuneviUe, by which the 
Emperor Francis had concluded a separate peace with the French 
Kepublic, and which bears date on the 9th of February 1801, only 
nina days before Lord Thmdow’s note. 
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In Ms Anecdote Book, he thus expresses himself 
on the same j)oint : — 

“ Upon the duty of a subject to obey the commands 
of the King as to accepting office, I liave some notions 
that I belieye are much out of fashion. In the year 
1801 I became Chancellor, uj)on the formation of 
Mr. Addington’s administration. I have mentioned 
the fact as to my undertaking to Ms Majesty in 1799 
with respect to the Chancellorship'", that it may be 
known to my family, that I was indebted for that 
office to the King himself, and not, as some supposed, 
to Mr. Addington, and as some of Mr. Addington’s 
friends supposed ; although it is but justice to him to 
add, that he so conducted himself, in forming his 
administration, with respect to me, that m)^ feelings 
towards him were the same as if he had been the 
instrument by whom the King was prevailed upon to 
promote me to the office.” 

More than thirty years afterwards, he said to 
]\Irs. Forster, 

“ I do not know what made Greorge III. so fond of 
me ; but he was fond of me. Did I ever tell you the 
manner in which he gave me the seals? Wlien I went 
to him, he had his coat buttoned thus (one or two 
buttons fastened at the lower part), and putting his 
right hand within, he drew them out from tin? h*h 
side, saying, ‘ I give them to you frovi my litayfJ ” 

It seems probable, that the unusual demonstratiem 
with which the King accompanied the traTisAu* of the 
Great Seal to Lord JCldon, may have been partly occa- 
sioned by tile tlicn unsetthal stat<- of (he loyal mind: 
for his ^Majesty iinmrdiafely afterwards het'anu- ^ s 

* s- c XV. 
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seriously indisposed, as to be altogetlier incompetent 
to bis pnbbc duties. This incapacity having become 
manifest before Lord Eldon had actually vacated the 
Chief Justiceship of the Common Pleas, his resig- 
nation of that office was, for some time, suspended. 
The suspension is thus explained by him in his 
Anecdote Book: — 

“ His Majesty not being able to hold a Council, and 
his recovery being doubtful, it was not judged fit 
that the Chief Justiceship of the Common Pleas 
should be resigned, the offices of Chancellor and 
Chief Justice being, by law, capable of being held 
together, and in case his Majesty did not recover, it 
being thought certain that the Great Seal would be 
taken from my custody, and that I should not be 
restored to the Chief Justiceship if I had resigned it. 
During all the joeriod, therefore, in which his Ma- 
jesty’s indisposition continued, I remained in the very 
singular situation of a person both Lord Chancellor 
and Lord Chief Justice of the Common Pleas, 
exercising publicly the duties of both offices.” 

Lord Hardwicke, in like manner, had continued, 
for several months after he received the Great Seal, 
to hold with it the office of Lord Chief Justice of the 
Eing’s Bench."'^ And so, in our own time, when 
the Melbourne Administration was displaced by 
King Wilham the Fourth, and a provisional govern- 
ment appointed for transacting the public busi- 
ness, from the beginning of November 1834 until 
Sir Robert Peel should return from the Continent to 
arrange the final distribution of the offices of State, 
Lord Lyndhurst, then Lord Chief Baron of the 

* 1 Burr. Sess. Ca. 105. 

VOL. T. A A 
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ExcliequeTj ^'as entrusted -svitli the Great Seal, and 
continued to hold it conjointly mth the Exchequer, 
until, on Sir Robert Peel’s arrival, he was coniirraed 
as Lord Chancellor, when he vacated the Chief 
Barony. 

The principal colleagues of Lord Eldon, during 
the administration of whicli he had now become a 
leading member, were Mr. Addington, first Lord of 
the Treasury, — the Duke of Portland, President of 
the Council, — the Earl of Westmoreland, Lord Prhy 
Seal, — the Earl St. A^incent, First Lord of the Ad- 
miralty, — the Earl of Chatham, blaster General of 
the Ordnance, — Lord Hawkesbury, afterwards Earl of 
Liverpool, Seci’etaiy for Foreign Affairs, — the Lords 
Pelham and Hobart, Secretaries for the Home and 
Colonial Departments, — and Mr. Yorke, Secretary at 
War, who, subsequently, became Home Secretary, in 
the room of Lord Pelham. Lord Castlereagh, who, 
at the accession of tliis Ministry, held tlie office ol 
Chief Secretary for Ii’eland, soon afterwards entered 
the Cabinet as President of the Board of Control. 


The official announcement, in tlie Gazette, ol 
Lord Eldon’s elevation to the Seals, was n'ceived 
by his fellow- townsmen at Newcastle with general 
rejoieiiigs. 'J'he ])ells of the cimrclies in that t(Ovn, 
and in Gatediead, continued ringing from I lie .arrival 
of the mail till late in the evening, and nmuenm-' 
p:trtie>of the t 'haneellor’s relatives and fiL tuL Wr i-s' 
formed in various part< of the neig|il)ourho<<J t*> eele- 
l.irate tlie eveitt.*" 

'fhe franked addr'-— ^tfthe fuliowing h tt* r {»» tlw 
Rev. Smum-l Swir<-, idrm'-rlv of Fiu^er-ity t olky.'. 
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bears date on tbe day next following Lord Eldon’s 
accession to bis new dignity. 

“ London, April 1801. 

Eldon. Eev. S. Swire, 

Hector of Melsonby, 

Hiclunond, 

Yorkshire.” 

My dear Swire, 

Yesterday, and not before yesterday, I received the Great 
Seal. Though very, very sensible of your kindness to me, I 
thought it premature sooner to answer your letter. Wliether 
this be for good, is in the counsels of Providence. I state 
myself with a seriousness so real, and with feelings which 
form such a weight upon my mind, that I trust at least I am 
prepared for a conscientious and most amcious discharge of 
my duty, whether it shall please God that I am called upon 
to discharge it for a longer or a shorter period. I hope in 
God I do not deceive myself when I confide in the review of 
my past life, that it affords nothing to tarnish a situation, 
which, though the highest attainable in my profession, is a 
base one when not attained by such means as are consistent 
with the principles of honour, inorabty, and religion. 

God bless you ; I am hurried and nervous. I am sure 
you will find me in this, and in every situation of life. 

Yours, cordially and affectionately, 

" Eldon. 

“ My compliments to Miss S. and Mrs. H. I do assure 
the latter I am at tliis moment as grave as she could wish me 
to be.” 

On tbe day of tbe date of this letter, the 15th of 
April 1801, Lord Eldon took his seat in the Court of 
Chancery, and held the first General Seal before 
Easter term. During the whole of that term he still 
continued to discharge the duties both of Lord Chan- 
cellor and of Lord Chief Justice of the Common Pleas. 
It was not until the Easter vacation, on the 21st of 

A A 2 
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M'.iy, that he resigned this latter oflice. lie wa^ mic- 
eeeded in it by Sir Ivichard i’cpper Ardnaii, who 
tliereiipon rai5iecl to tlic peenige by the title of .Lordi 
Alvanlcy*, 

d he Chancellor liad licld tlie Seals hut a day or 
two, before he gladdened the heart of lib old pn-- 
eeptor, iMr. ]\foises. by apjiointing hint to bt' one of 
hi^ chaplains. 

One of the first letters received bv Lord ICidon fneu 

¥ 

the King evinces the kind feeling wliich hi- i^lnje-sty 
bore to liim : — 


Kim/ Gt'orf/c TIL in Xo/y/ EUhm. 

‘‘ Aprii - et. n'e. 

“ „„ ■ ,!» f )>’ >, S', ’f 

“ On retiirnintr from walkiii", tlie Kina iin- found /-o 
Lord Clmtmellors letter, futd dodiv-^ the (\>iniin- iom tor '* 
ijia tin' bill- now n'.uly for hi-* «— ent, may, if p-' 'ltd-, b 
MMit thi- ovenina to the Dnbo of Psirtl.'uicr- «>;br‘- . te ‘n 
whenf’t' it will bf furwurdcfi oorly tu-morrow ju-sraiti,;. Ho 
-tv j~ :it ftrsflina th'* Bill na.un-t ditiou- M*- 

ina' a<a tbro!i")i the Ifotoo of Lostp yr-N rd tV W!fh “ > H't!' 
Ir.o.jbli', 'i’lso Kijia would by no m.f .u! ' b’Ov svj dsf 1 tfs e lio 
|j >j"d ( ’lrun'o])o{‘ -botibi b.'!,v«' iinsi(t<(l -Ittaia dc t ourt *'* 
('hon-'^ t't-suos r**'', , {<<r tlu* ni* ro suu;f« r o! fiuru b';», 

I’iiu- If tbr (’‘outiii’ *iosi, SI- hi’ ^hsi- b ' > tully ui • 1 
fft' tlu’ ' )t! f-ots US !;j.- o*’ si?u ■ t« "1 " the ‘ I ■ .* 

|1W it I b- |> i f!S of I,'t iiai.'fht, ? d' 'C", !■ I t S' " " 

I ‘L’s . fU5 1 e r 'd t> },'*{■' r, I b* < .'Uio’' {t a : d i I -■'< T. M-' a ^ c. 


t b* -I'tn 'I o ti!. L-usIt'ts.n . l-Mt' 


V- 4 


, * . t V « ^ 


pi ' ir- .st 

ds>.nt!i- WoW ^ 1 h..^i<riba: 

t., . I f , {4 iub. U ii.f- ,?• >-b •/, t t ' I o •<’ - 

.pi H-.' • O. . Ki d -Ls . o j r 1 ■ 

I . t d , t'i ‘"d : 

- If; '' b 
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George III., in llic course of this spring, gave a 
fresh proof of his personal esteem for Lord Eldon, by 
appointing him one of the trustees of certain property 
belonging to his j\lajcsty. This honour was thus 
acknowledged : — 

O 

Lord Eldon to Kimj George TIT. 

“Mny .'itli, ISOl. 9 a.m. 

“ The Lord Chnnccllor, tendenng to your [Majesty his 
most humble dutv, offers also Lord Kenvon’s, Sir John i\Iit- 
ford’sj and his own most gralcful ackno\Yledgemcnts, for the 
testimony of regard, whicli tlicy learn from the communiea- 
tion transmitted throxigh ]\Ir. Strong, it is your [Majesty’s 
gracious purpose to bestow, by appointing them trustees of 
part of your I\rajcsty’s propert}'. Tlmy all hope that your 
[Majesty will find, in a conscientious discharge of their duty 
as such, a proof of their earnest anxiety to manifest their 
gi-atitudc. 

“ Your [Majesty’s Chancellor presumes to add, that, highly 
as he should have thought himself honoured, under any cir- 
cumstances, by such a testimony of your []Majest3’’s regard, he 
cannot but feel particular satisfaction in being associated in 
this trust with persons, whose advice and assistance he knows 
to be highly valuable : with one, from whom, in the course of 
his professional life, he has received marks of kindness almost 
parental, and with another, with whom he has long lived in 
habits of brotherly regard, and of both of whom he can most 
.truly represent to jmur [Majesty, that, in private life as well 
as in public, their conduct has been uniformly and strongly 
marked by a dutiful, anxious, affectionate, and loyal attach- 
ment to your Majesty.” 

It was about this time that a conversation oc- 
curred, which in the lately published Memoirs of Mr. 
Wilberforce, is thus recorded from the diary kept by 
the latter : — 


* Life of Wilberforce, vol. iii. p. 9. 
A A 3 
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• “ Saw Lord Eldon, and liad a long talk with him on the 
best mode of study and discipline, for the young Grants to 
be lawyers. The Chancellor’s reply was not encouraging : 
‘ I know no rule to give them, but that they must malm up 
^ them minds, to live like a hermit and work like a horse.’ 
Eldon had just received the Great Seal, and I expressed my 
fears that they were bringing the King into public too soon 
after his late indisposition. ^ You shall judge for yourself,’ 
he answered, from what passed between us when I kissed 
‘ hands on my appointment. The King had been conversing 
^ with me, and when I was about to rethe, he said, Give 
^ “ my remembrance to Lady Eldon.” I acknowledged his 
^ condescension, and intimated that I was ignorant of Lady 
‘ Eldon’s claim to such a notice. Yes, yes,” he answered, I 
^ *'* know how much I owe to Lady Eldon ; I know that you 
^ would have made yourself a country curate, and that she 
‘ has made you my Lord Chancellor.” ’ ” 

The King’s indisposition, though now sufficiently 
abated to leave him competent to his ordinary func- 
tions, was not so effectually removed but that, in a 
short time afterwards, it became the subject of re- 
newed anxiety to the Ministers. Among the principal 
causes of his excitement were the distressing differ- 
ences in progress between the Prince and Princess of 
Wales, which then related chiefly to the custody and 
education of their daughter, the Princess Charlotte. 
The follo'whig letters and extracts of letters to tlie 
Chancellor have some interest, as sliowing, authen- 
tically and at the moment, the working of the 
King’s mind, and the embarrassments occasioned ])y 
his malady to the Poyal Family, and to the Govern- 
ment. 

The first is from Dr. John Willis, one of the 
physicians then attendant on his jMajesty : — 
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“My Lord, “May KUl,, 1801. 

“ '\Yc have not seen the King better than tliis morning. 
Your Lordship's conversations with liis INInjesty have not 
hitherto jiroduccd all the etl'cct we wish. lie seems rather to 
select and turn any part to his purpose, than to his good. 
The Council, he tells us, you propose to he iu London. Of 
course, we wish much that your Lordship should see the 
King again soon — that every means possible should he used 
to reconcile his jMajcsly to the present controul. For, till a 
consciousness of the necessity of tcmjicrancc arises in his own 
mind, it is absolutely necessary to have resort to artificial 
prudence. I have the honour to he, 

“ Your Lordshijvs 

“ Obedient humble servant, 

“ J. Willis.” 


ilfr. Addington to Lord Eldon. 

“ ^^ly dear Lord, "Downing Street, 21.st May, 1801. 

I came so late from Kew, and was so hurried afterwards 
till half past twelve, when I Avent to bed, that it Avas not pos- 
sible for me yesterday to AA’ritc to you, as I Avished and in- 
tended. During a tpiict conversation of an hour and a half, 
there was not a sentiment, a Avord, a look, or a gesture, that 
I could huA'c AA'ished different from Avhat it Avas ; — and yet 
my apprehensions, I must oAvn to you, predominate. The 
Avliecl is likely to turn Avith an increasing A’^elocity, (as I 
cannot help fearing,) and if so, it Avill A'cry soon become un- 
manageable. God grant that I may be mistaken ! We have, 
hoAA^ever, done our best. The Council, as your Lordship has 
probably been apprised by Mr. FaAvkcncr, is to be held at the 
Queen’s house at one. 

“ Ea'^cv sincerely yours, 

“ Heis^ry Addington.” 

The next letter is from tlie Bev. Dr. Thomas Willis, 
a clergyman of the same family with the . physicians 
of that name : — 


A A 4 
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“ My Lordj “ Kew House, Maj 25tli, 1801. 

Dr. J ohn (Willis) is riding \Yitli the King, bnt "we con- 
ferred together before he set out, and he desired that I would 
write the letter, which your Lordship had requested to have 
this morning. 

The general impression yesterday, from the King’s com- 
posure and quietness, was that he was very well. There was 
an exception to this in the Duke of Clarence, who dined 
here. ‘ He pitied the Family, for he saw something in 
the King, that convinced liim that he must soon be confined 
again.’ 

“ This morning I walked with his Majesty, who was in a 
perfectly composed and quiet state. He told me, with great 
seeming satisfaction, that he had had a most charming night, 

' but one sleep from eleven to half after four when, alas ! 
he had but .three hours’ sleep in the night, which, uiion the 
whole, was passed in restlessness, in getting out of bed, 
opening the shutters, in praying at times Holently, and in 
making such remai'ks as betray a consciousness in liim of Ins 
own situation, but which are evidently made for the pinpose 
of eoncealing it from the Queen. He frequently called out, 

* I am noAV perfectly well, and my Queen, my Queen has 
saved me.’ Whilst I state these particulars to your Lord- 
ship, I must beg to remind you how much afraid the Queen 
is, lest she should be committed to him ; for the Edng has 
sworn he will never forgive her if she relates any thing that 
passes in the night. 

“ The only thing that he has repeated of your Lordship’s 
convei’sation is, that you told liim to keep himself quiet. He 
certainly intends going to Windsor to-morrow morning early 
for the day. Had not your Lordship, therefore, better write 
to his hlajesty, that you had proposed, agreeably to his per- 
mission, to have paid yoxir duty to him to-morrow, but that 
you understand he is going to Windsor, — where you may 
endeavour to fix your audience for Wednesday ? 

“ It is too evident, my Lord, that it cannot be jiropcr, 
since it cannot be safe, for the King to go to 1^’"cy month so 
soon as he intends. Your Lordship will thci-cforc, no doubt. 
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think it requisite to take steps to prevent it as soon as pos- 
sible. I have honour to be, 

“ Your Lordship’s 

“ j\Iost obedient servant, 

‘‘ Tnos. AYillis.” 

It seems to have been in consequence of this 

letter, that the Lord Chancellor wrote to the King 

/ 

as follows : — 

(Latter part of IMay, 1801.) 

Tlie Lord Chancellor, offering his most humble duty to 
your Majesty, presumes to submit to your Majesty’s most 
gracious consideration, that it appears to him that great 
difficulties may arise in matters of public concern, if your 
Majesty should be pleased, during the time of the sitting of 
Parliament, which he conceives cannot now be long, to re- 
move to any considerable distance from Parliament. It can- 
not but happen that before Parliament can be closed, some 
intelligence should be received from abroad, upon which it 
may be absolutely necessary to learn promptly, and perhaps 
instantly, your Majesty’s pleasure, and to learn it by com- 
munications more ample than your ^Majesty could possibly 
allow to your servants, if they Avere not personally attending, 
in the discharge of their duty. Upon your IMajesty. Com- 
munications, in the form of messages to Parliament not ad- 
mitting of delay, may also become necessary. Impressed at 
this moment Avith a deep sense that it is extremely important 
, on all accounts to your Majesty’s welfare, that your Majesty 
should be graciously pleased to secure to your serA’^ants the 
means of personally communicating with your Majesty, at 
least during the short interval Avhich must elapse before Par- 
liament separates, at the close of Avhieli they may, in obe- 
dience to your Majesty’s commands, attend your Majesty 
anyAvhere, the Lord Chancellor ventures to hope that your 
Majesty will not thinlc it inconsistent with his duty, that he 
should haA’^e most humbly, but most earnestly, submitted to 
your Majesty the expression of his conscientious conviction 
upon this subject. 

The Lord Chancellor also requests your IMajesty’s gra- 
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cious permission to introduce to your jS'Iajesty the Master of 
the Rolls and the Solicitor-General previous to your hlajesty’s 
birth-day. As Tuesday is the seal-day in your hlajesty’s 
Court of Chancery, your Majesty may probably have the 
goodness to give that permission on "Wednesday.” 

From this letter it will be perceived tliat tbe King, 
tbougb stOl under occasional excitement, was not 
considered by bis servants to be unfit for bis or din ary 
public duties. On tbe 31st of May, be answers tbe 
Lord Chancellor’s representation, vdtb bis ovm band, 
in these terms : — 

King George III. to Lord Eldon. 

“ Kew, May Slsfc, 1801 . 

The King cannot allow any difficulty to stand in the 
way of Iiis doing what may be most useful to the public ser- 
vice. He will, therefore, postpone his joiuney to Weymouth 
till the close of the session of Parliament, relying that the Lord 
Chancellor and Mr. Addington will bring it as soon as pos- 
sible to a conclusion. He will not, therefore, change any 
arrangement for removing the things necessary to be sent to 
Weymouth, but he and his family will remain at hand till 
that period. His Majesty will be glad to receive at the 
Queen’s Palace the Master of the Rolls and Sobcitoi’-General 
on Wednesday, any time after one, that may best suit the 
Lord Chancellor ; when he hopes to hear who may bo most 
eligible to be appointed Solicitor-General to the Queen. 

« Geoiige R.” 

Tbe state of tbe King’s bealtb, as -well as tbe con- 
fidence placed by tbe Ro}^! Family in Lord bfidon, 
vdU be still further understood from a few extracts 
of letters, written by tbe late Landgravine of Hesse 
Horaberg, then Princess Elizabetb, and addressed, it 
sboiild seem, to tbe Rev. Dr. Willis, by wlioni they 
appear to bavc been forwarded to tbe Cbaueellor. 



ClIANCELLOK ELDON. 


379 


i^ter the lapse of forty years and the deatli of 
almost all the parties interested, there is very little 
in this correspondence which may not fitly enter into 
general history. That little, though of a character 
which does hmh honour to the feelino^s of the illus- 

O O 

trious lady who wrote it, is withheld, as relating to 
points of private confidence. 

The Princess Elizahcth io the Pcv. Dr. Thomas Willis. 

(Extmct.) 

“June Gtli, 1801 . 

‘‘ After receiving one note you will he surprised at tliis : 
but second thoughts arc sometimes best : besides which, I am 
commanded by the Queen to inform you by letter how much 
tills subject of the Princess is still in the King’s mind, to a 
degree that is distressing, from the unfortunate situation of 
the family ; and ISIama is of opinion that the Lord Chancellor 
should be informed of it, as ho has mentioned the subject to 
Duudas to-day. The Queen commands me to add, that if 
you could see her heart, you would sec that she is guided by 
every principle of justice, and with a most fervent wish that the 
dear King may do nothing to form a breach betrveen him and 
the Prince, — for she really lives in dread of it j for, from the 
moment my Brother comes into the room till the instant he 
quits it, there is notliing that is not land that the King does not 
do by him. This is so different to his manner when well, and 
his ideas concerning the cliild so extraordinaiy, that, to own 
to you the truth, I am not astonished at Mama’s uneasiness. 
She took courage and told the King, that now my Brother 
was quiet, he had better leave liim so, as he never had forbid 
the Princess seeing the child when she pleased ; to which he 
answered, ‘ that does not signify ; the Princess shall have her 
child, and I will speak to Mr. Wyatt about the building of 
the wing to her present house.’ . You know full well how 
speedily every thing is noio ordered and done. In short, what 
Mama wishes is, that you would inform the Lord Chancellor 
that his assistance is much wanted in preventing the King 
doing any thing that shall hurt him. The Princess spoke to 
me on the conversation the Bang had had with her, expressed 
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her distress, and I told her how right she was in not answering, 
as I feared the King’s intentions, though most kindly meant, 
might serve to hurt and injure her in the world. I hope I 
was not wrong, but I am always afraid when she speaks to 
me on such unfortunate subjects. I think the King heated 
and fatigued, which I am not surprised at, not having been 
one minute q[uiet the whole day. I assure you it is a very 
great trial, the anxiety we must go through ; but we trust in 
G-od, — therefore we hope for the best. 

“ Your friend, 

" Elizabeth.” 

The Pnncess Elizabeth, prohahly to the JRev. Dr. Thomas Willis. 

(Extract.) 

“June 9tb, 1801. 

“ I am but just come into my room, where I found your 
very comfortable letter, which I return you many thanks for. 

I had promised Mama to tell you, &c. 

•i'S « * 

“ She commands me to say to you that she wishes the Lord 
Chancellor would show Mr. Addington, that, as the King is 
contented witli it, that he had better not hurry our going, as 
he is so much better, that there is hope that in gaining 
strength it will ensure us from liaving a relapse, whicli you 
may easily believe is her earnest and daily prayer. He has 
been very quiet, very heavy, and very sleepy, all the evening, 
and has said two or three times, yesterday ■was too much for 
him. God grant that his e 3 ’^cs may soon open, and that he 
maj' see his real and true friends in their true colours. How 
it grieves one to see so line a character clouded b}’’ complaint ! 
but He who inflicted it maj’- dispel it, so I hope all will soon 
be well. 

" Your friend, 

“ Elizabeth.” 

The Princess Elizabeth, probably to the Rev. Dr. 77tonias Jl iihs. 

“June ISO], 

liave the ])lcasurc of saj'ing, yesforday was a very good 
day, though the slcci)incss continues to a gi'cat degree. T am* 
told the night has been tolerable, but he has got up in his 
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\isual "wny, wliicli is vcrv vexations. I mn coninianilccl by the 
Queen to desire you will say every thing from her to the 
Lord Chancellor, and thank him in the strongest terms for 
the interest he has taken in her distress. »Slie so entirely 
builds her faith on him, that she doubts not his succeeding in 
every thing Avith his [Majesty, who, to say true, greatly wants 
the advice of so good a friend and so good a head. How pro- 
vidential is it that he is, thank God, jdaced Avhere one can 
know his worth ! I. have just seen Brown, Avho is very well 
satisfied: this morning therefore I trust all is going on avcII, 
though I feel that there is still fear. 

Your friend, 

“ Eliza nuTii. 

“I assure you avc arc not a little thankful to you for all 
the trouble you take for us.” 

The JRcv. Dr. Thowas JVillis to the Lord Chnnccllor. 

“Kew Green, June IGth, 1801. 

“ [My Lord, “ Kigl>t o’clock, i*. m. 

“Dr. John, Avho has not seen the King, will bring this to 
town. I have nothing to say that is, in truth, very favoiu*- 
ablc. His [Majesty rode out this morning at ten o’clock, and 
did not return till four : he paid a visit in the course^ of the 
day to ]\Ir. Dundas. liis attendants thought him much hur- 
ried, and so think his pages. He has a great thirst upon 
him, and his family are in great fear. His [Majesty still talks 
much of his prudence, but he shows none. His body, mind, 
and tongue, arc all upon the stretch every minute ; and the 
manner in Avhich he is now expending money in various ways, 
which is so unlike him Avhen Avell, all evince that he is not so 
right as he should be. 

“My Lord, 

“ Your Lordship’s most obedient Servant, 

“ TnoMAS Willis.” 

The disorder, however, took so favourable a turn, 
that in very feAV days more the King’s recovery was 
pronounced ,to be complete. The Lord Chancellor, 
anxious, on every account, to guard against its recur- 
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rence, then ventured to address his Majesty in a letter 
recommending that the attendance of Dr. Robert 
Willis should still be continued. Tins eminent phy- 
sician, as well as his relatives, Drs. John and Thomas 
WOlis, had bestowed particular attention upon dis- 
orders of the mind; and the care and sldll of them 
all had been united to elTect the recovery of the King. 
Rut his Majesty retained an unconquerable dislike 
to their presence ; partly, no doubt, from painful 
associations, and partly perhaps from a feeling, that 
so long as he should be attended by any medical man 
peculiar^ practised in cases of mental alienation, he 
would be tacitly acknowledging tlie continuance of 
some unsoundness in his intellect. His answer to 
the Lord Chancellor, however, is altogether free from 
any morbid taint : — 

King George III. to the Lord Chancel lor 

“Kew, June 21st, 1801. 

“ The King would not do justice to the feelings of his 
heart, if he an instant delayed expressing his conyiction of tlie 
attachment the Lord Chancellor bears him, of which the 
letter now before him is a fresh j)roof ; but, at the same time, 
he cannot but in the sti’ongest manner decline the idea of 
having Dr. Robert Willis about him. The line of practice 
followed with gi-eat credit by that gentleman renders it in- 
compatible with the King’s feelings that lie should, now by 
the goodness of Divine Providence restored to reason, consult 
a person of that description. His IMajcsty is perfectly satis- 
fied with the zeal and attention of Dr. Gisborne, in whose 
absence he will consult Sir Francis IMilhnan ; but cannot bear 
the idea of consulting any of the Willis family, thougli be 
.shall ever respect the character and conduct of Dr. Robert 
Willis. No person, that ever has had a nervous fever, can 
bear to continue the physician employed on the occasion; and 
this holds much more so, in the calamitous one that has so 
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Ioult ronfineil the Ktiur, v.hu’h he s'- now enjupleiely 

ivctnerod. 

‘‘(ir.OKnr, Jv.” 

Again, two days attcrward'i*. — 

“ .liini* ‘Jarti, 

‘‘ The Kin^ inv»eh pleaded with the whulc er)nteiit^ uf 
the Lunl C'iiuJU'eihnV leStef. and retarnrJ the (*t>nnni.'-!’iun. 
Iwvltiir j-iiiiud it. for pn.-.dutr the liillh* now ready for the 
Koval lie eannot avoid addiii'r, he knows it will 

irivc pleasure to the j»erso5j to whom it is ttddrossed. that, 
appetite and got>d sleep is.pi-rfeetly. hy tlie «'ooilness of IVivinc 
Providence, restored; and that no ihyLt^ree of attejition shall 
he wantinir to keep those ncecssarv assistants of jjerfect 
licalth." 

“ (ii.oian: K." 

The first spf'Ot'li tnadn Ky Lord ICldon in tlic ITon.st* 
of Lords ji,< Chancellor, of whitdi any report has been 
published was on the occtision of a divorce bill, 
a])prtcd for by Ji wife against liei* husband : — 

Lord Tliurlow Insisted, that the very special nature of the 
circumstances in tliis case would warrant the House in de- 
parting from their nsiial rule, which is, tliat a divorce « 
ruiculo malriinonii sliall not he granted on the application 
of the wife. 

The Lord Chancellor said, he had at first hcen for adherin" 
to that rule, hut was induced, by Lord 'J'hurlow 's argument, to 
agree that this parliculnr case might he jirojicrly exempted 
from it. At the same time, he must retain his opinion, tliat, 
in genci'.al, the application of a wife for a divorce, on the 
ground of her linshaiuVs adultery, ought, for the sake of 
securing the morals of the public, to he resisted and refused. 
It was to be considered, that adultery committed by a wife, 
and adultery committed by her Imsband, were Avidcly dilferent 
in their consequences. The adultery of a wife might imjDOse 
a spurious issue upon the Imsband, which he might be called 


Pari. Hist. 1801, May 20tli. 
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upon to dedicate a part of liis fortune to educate and provide 
for ; whereas no such injustice could result to his wife from 
the adultery of a married man ; and in many cases, not only 
a reconciliation might be brought about, but it became the 
especial duty of a wife to forgive her husband’s misconduct, 
from motives of tenderness and concern to the interests of liis 
innocent children. 

In this month of May, a bill was introduced into 
Parliament, and enacted as the 41st of Geo. 3. c. 66., 
having for its object to indemnify those who had 
acted in the detention of persons susj^ected of trea- 
sonable practices during the several suspensions of 
the Habeas Corpus Act. The necessity of this bill 
was expressed in its preamble, by a recital that the 
detaining parties would have no defence against 
actions by the parties detained, without a disclosure 
of the means by which the traitorous designs of the 
latter had been discovered, which means it was neces- 
sary to keep secret, for the further prevention of 
similar practices. On the order for the second read- 
ing in the House of Lords 

The Lord Chaucelloi’, in supporting the measure, said it 
was one of his eaidiest maxims in politics, that political 
liberty could not be durable, unless the system of its admi- 
nistration permitted it to be occasionally parted with, in 
order to secure it for ever. 'lIHicn it was otherwise, liberty 
contained the seeds of its own destruction. . With respect to 
the consideration of necessity, lie w.as aware that it was often 
the plea of tyrants ; yet it was that consideration on which 
the most moderate men, when the)* took prudence for their 
guide, must sometimes act. In all jicriods of our history, 
their Lordships would find that iho honefits of the Habeas 
Corpus Act were occasionally rclinq\iished ; but the suspen- 
sion of the Habeas Corpus Act did not lake away the respon- 

' Pari. Hist. ISOJ, .Iiim* IPth. 
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Fibility of nunlhior.-. 'I'lioro were in wliieli, if a ininislcr 
(lid not net. lie would de.-erve t<i lu'-e liis head. Sueh, fur in- 
5tanee. and he ^'tated im hypolhetii'al eat-’e, Ava.‘^ the ocea.‘'ion 
of ninha.'^^uluiv jia^^'-ing from Ireland thnnigh jCngland to 
I'ranee, and nW vrrsn, f«ir juirpo'e*^ of a treaj-onahle nature. 
In >ui'h a eace, where the information waj^ .‘-‘ueh 0 .*^ eoidd not 
he douhted. if a mlni^ter refus'cd to net. what would he not 
deserve? And yet Mieh per.-on could not he indemnified f(tr 
hi;^ conduct,, without .-ueh a hill a*^ that before their Lordf^hip*^. 


The next, fiithjccl on which Lord Kldon nppear.'j, 
from the Parliainentnrv Ili.‘;torv. to have nddrc.'^^cd 
the llon.^e of Lord.< in tliis fir.'^l sef^sion of his clian- 
cellor.'^hiji. was that of the bill declaring ])ersons 
in holy orders di.^qiialilied to sit in the House of 
Commons. The entrance of the Lev. John Horne 
Tookc into that assembly had been the jmoximato 
catisc of the bill, which tlic Lord Chancellor now sup- 
ported. on the ground that holy orders arc indelible. 
In support of this principle he adduced much learning 
and authority.’’' 

The Se.ssion closed on the 2nd of Juty, tlic King’s 
.speccli being delivered by the Lord Chancellor. 

The Koyal excursion to AVeymouth, of which tlie 
King had spoken in his letter of the 31st of jMa}’-, 
took place at the close of June; and their Alajesties, 
in travelling througli Hampshire, paid a visit at 
Guffnells, the scat of the Eight Honourable George 
Eose. From Cuffiiclls the King writes to the Chan- 
cellor on the 1st of July, announcing the continued 
improvement of his health. On the same day, Mr. 
Eose sends to Lord Eldon his own account of the 
King’s bodily state, an account which shows that the 

* Pavl. Hist. 1801, June 15. — Slat. 4l Geo. 3. e. 63. 
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honour of the Royal visit had no small alloy of uneasi- 
ness for the host : — 

" My dear Lord, “Cuffnells (Wednesday), July 1st, 1801. 

“ His Majesty came down here, most perfectly well, on 
Monday, about three o’clock, without the slightest appearance 
of fatigue from Ins journey, w^alked about a little in the after- 
noon, and rested extremely well at night. Yesterday he rode 
to Walhampton to dine with Sir Harry Neale (a Hsit settled 
some weeks ago), and passed through Lymington. Unfor- 
tunately, a heavy shower fell wdiile his Majesty was on the 
road, about a mile and a half short of this place. No en- 
treaties could prevail with him to put on a great coat, and he 
was wet tlu'ough before he reached the town hall, where he 
remained about three quarters of an hour, speaking to t])e 
mayor and several gentlemen. He then went on to Sir 
Hairy Neale’s, and dined without changing his clothes; flien 
rode back here, and was again wet, but changed his dress as 
soon as he got in. There is no describing the uneasiness I felt 
at his Majesty keeping on his wet clothes, because I recollect 
Mr. Pitt telling me that his first illness, in 1788, was supposed 
to be brought on by the same thing ; but there was no pos- 
sible means of preventing it. The exercise, too, must have 
been, I fear, too much after the disuse of riding for some 
time. His Majesty intends going to Southampton (ten miles) 
on horseback to-day, and returning to dinnei'. I mention 
these circumstances to your Lordship, deriving some relief to 
my ow'n mind from it, Avithout a hope of your being able to 
take any immediate step in concert Avith j\Ir. Addington or 
others of his jMajesty’s serA-ants, but trusting that it may 
inducc your Lordship to make as early a visit to llYyinoutli 
as possible. 

His oMajesty had taken a determination to go by sea from 
Lymington to Weymouth, if it should be found ]irac(icable ; 
the first of Avhich places is considerably Avithin the Needles, 
and their hlajcstics and the Koyal Family Avould have had 
four miles to go, in a boat, from the toAvn toAvhcrc the yacht? 
are ; nor could it be known, till they got there, Avhothcr tlu' 
Avind AA'Oidd be such as to ensure their making a quiet ])as- 
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snoic to Weyinontli. I therefore liavc ventured to su""csl 
their ISrnjcslics brenkfastinf]; at luv cottage, near Christ 
Clinrch, on Friday morning. If, Avhen they get there, the 
wind is fair, and the weather fine, tliey can embark easily, as 
the yachts will be within half a mile of the cottage. If the 
wind shall not be fair, horses will be ready at Christ Church 
(which is entirely in the road), and at the other stages, to 
e-arrv their jMaicstics and the Koyal Family to 'Weymouth. — 
Sir Harry Hcalc and Captain Gray think that, beyond all 
comparison, a better place than the embarkation from 
Lymington. The run from Christ Church to "^Veymouth, 
with a fair wind, is not more than four, five, or six hours. 

“ Your Lordship will, I am sure, forgive me for troubling 
you with all these particulars, and will attribute my doing so 
to the true motive. 

“I can add nothing to the cntrc.atics I have already used, 
that you will come here, if you can, when you come west- 
ward. 

" Ever, my dear Lord, 

“ jMost truly yours, 

“ Geoiige Eose. 

“We are returned from Southampton. All remarkably 
well with the King : he has not suifered, in the smallest degree, 
from yesterday’s business. His ^Majesty was delighted with 
his reception at Southampton.” 

In the cour.se of this summer, Lord Eldon had the 
opportunity of offering some substantial preferment 
in the church to his old master, and to his old 
master’s son. Mr. Moises, in a letter dated 6th July 
1801, accepts very gratefully this Idndnessfor his son, 
but says as to himself, 

“ I must be permitted to think that I shall be better enti- 
tled to your favourable opinion — shall certainly act in a 
manner more becoming my great age — to decline any dis-‘ 

tinctions of increased wealth or consequence. * * 

* ^ ^ 

I live in a constant expectation of my discharge.” 

B B 2 
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Another example of Lord Eldon’s abiding attach- 
ment to his early friends unll be found in the following 
extracts from a letter of his to Mr. Eeay : — 

“London, September Stli, 1801. 

‘^'Before I say a word about other matters, let me heave one 
sigh over James Wilkinson I It was but yesterday that we 
three were engaged in the follies of childhood, and the sports 
of youth. The period, which has since past, seems short, — 
how short, in all probability, must that appear then, which is 
yet to pass before we shall be gathered together again. 

“ And now, as I know you take an interest in what con- 
cerns me, and in what I think about what concerns me, allow 
me to say, I left the Common Pleas with inexpressible regi*et. 
I there sat in an honourable, independent, and reasonably 
profitable situation for life, with employment for life, pro- 
bably neither too much nor too little. Of politics I had had 
more than enough before I got there. No man, therefore, 
ever said ‘‘ Nolo episcopari” with more sincerity than I did, 
when I was called upon to accept an office, which plunged 
me again into politics, into a state of dependence, — and over- 
whelming me with business at this moment, exposes me, at 
the next moment, for the remainder of my life, to be turned 
into a situation of useless and listless inactiwty. I did not, 
however, think myself at liberty, and I not tliink 

myself at liberty, to disobey the King’s personal commands : 
but I assure you, tliat I have not increased my comfort or my 
happiness. I must, however, do the best I can. Among 
others of the litf/c unpleasantnesses, one is, that I bid fair to 
be confined in town for the wliole summer. I went to Wo}'- 
mouth, meaning to make a little stay, but wn.s called back 
aiiain in three days. 

‘^And now, ns to the learned clerks, whom yon mention to 
me. I looked to it, certainly, as one great comlort, that T 
might gratify those I love, by doing some good to tho.-c that 
they cstceih. But I liavc greatly over-rated thi.'< matter. In 
the first place, I have been very xmlucky ; for the gentlemen 
Avho labour to consign others to immortality, seem to cling 
themselves most amazingly to this mortal world, and the 
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■ \‘xver firom you to me, acknowledging 
-“LTy lie communicated to the Convo- 
. lor or desired. However, if your 
jr,nr sentiments to the University 
“ I'V oy letter, or a speech when you 
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.30 my privilege of appointing a 
; "fu have any wish to twite or 
"i32tently interested about your 
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L '-oil wiU allow me to say, 
"I man respecting that which 
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’ of Lord Hosslyn, to 

- ‘iitend the meeting of 


he has said 






CHANCELLOR ELDON. 


397 


the station you hold gives you a peculiar title to communicate 
and consult with him, and I am persuaded that he would he 
much gratified by it. Was he in town I certainly would, 
and if he comes I will most assuredly not fail to converse with 
him again and again upon these subjects ; but, considering 
my present situation, I do not feel that I can do it in writing 
to any good purpose ; and excuse me for adding, that I am 
very anxious that the suggestion I have ventured to throw 
out respecting Lord Kosslyn may be approved and adopted 
by you. 

“ I am ever, my dear Lord, 

“ Most sincerely yours, 

Portland.” 

In accordance with the commencement of the fore- 
going letter, Lord Eldon’s answer to the Univer- 
sity, which duly expressed his thanks and his sense 
of the honour conferred upon him, was written in 
English. It hears date on the 22nd of October 1801, 
and is recorded on the register of the Convocation. 

To the office of High Steward is attached an annual 
stipend of 61 . Every four years, when this amounted 
to 20^., Lord Eldon presented the accumulation to 
the Eadcliffe Infirmary, under the designation of 
“ An Unknown Benefactor.” 

George III. seldom lost an occasion of coun- 
tenancing those political principles which he regarded 
as the best security of his throne, and those public 
men by whom such principles were honestly upheld. 
In the election of a Lord Mayor he took sufficient 
interest, to accompany his ratification of it -with a 
special letter to the Chancellor ; — 

lunff George HI. to Lord Eldon. 

“ Windsor, October 25th, 1801. 

" The King bus only this morning recei-svd the Lord 
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Chancellor’s note of the 23rd, on his being in the course of 
this week to receive a deputation from the City of London, 
to introduce Su' J ames Earner as the proposed Lord Mayor 
for the ensuing year. 

“ The Edng certainly can with great projiriety authorise the 
Lord Chancellor to give an approbation to this choice ; that al- 
derman having uniformly conducted himself as a loyal subject 
and diligent magistrate. Such men are peculiarly suited for 
the present year, when, by the embarrassed situation from the 
trial of peace with a turbulent and revolutionary republic, 
every attention of the police must be exerted to avoid the 
dangers and difficulties that may otlierwise ensue ; but tlie 
King trusts, if a most respectable peace establishment be 
kept up, and the act against seditious meetings, and the Alien 
Bill be continued, that the expeiiment may not be attended 
with all the evils that some persons might expect. 

“ George R.” 

One of the heaviest responsibilities of the Chan- 
cellor, in Lord Eldon’s time, was to examine the 
Recorder’s report of the sentences passed on criminals 
convicted at the Old Bailey. “ I was exceedingly 
shocked,” said Lord Eldon to Mrs. Forster, “ tlie 
first time I attended to hear tlie Recorder’s report, 
at the careless manner in which, as it appeared to 
me, it was conducted. We were called upon to 
decide on sentences, affecting no less than the hues 
of men, and yet there was nothing laid before us, 
to enable us to judge whether there had or had 
not been any extenuating circumstances ; it was 
merely a recapitulation of the judge’s opinion, and 
the sentence. I resolved that I never would attend 
another report, without having read and did}' con- 
sidered the whole of the evidence of each case, and 1 
never did. It was a considerable labour in addition 
to my other duties, but it is now a conffbrt to ref led 
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that I did do so, and that in consequence I saved the 
lives of several individuals.” 

“ They used formerly to hang for street robberies. 
That was a time when hanging was more in fashion 
than it is now. In one of the Recorder’s reports, 
there was one man condemned for a robbery in Bed- 
ford Square. The King, George III., consulted his 
council whether this man’s sentence should be executed, 
and all the ministers except one advised that it should. 

‘ I observe,’ said the King, ‘ that Lord Eldon has not 
‘ jmt spoken ; what says he ? ’ I answered, ‘ I will tell 
‘ your Majesty my opinion : it has been the custom 
‘ to hang for street robberies, and a very bad crime it 
‘ is ; but I think a distinction might fairly be made 
‘ between those cases which are attended by personal 
‘ violence, and those which are not ; therefore, as this 
‘ man did not use any violence, I differ from the other 
‘ Lords, and think he is not an improper object for. 
‘ your Majesty’s clemency.’ ‘ Well, well,’ said the 
King, ‘ since the learned judge who lives in Bedford 
‘ Square, does not think there is any great harm 
‘ in robberies there, the poor fellow shall not be 
‘ hanged.’ ” 

His Majesty opened the Session in person on the 
29th of October ; and on the 3rd of November, a 
debate arising in the House of Lords, on the pre- 
liminaries of the peace with France, 

The Lord ChanceUorj in answer to Lord Grenvillej wlio 
had expressed his disapproval of the proposed terms, declared 
his own persuasion that the war had been carried on until 
any farther proceeding in it had become hopeless. But it 
had accomplished the direct object for winch it was under- 
tahen, that of repressmg the principles and practices of those 
who had combined for the overthrow of the British Consti- 
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tutlon. There were some who thought it behoved us to 
persevere until the ancient monarchy of Trance should be 
restored; but, witliout inqumng how far that was a deshable 
object, he would ask how far, and by what means, it was a 
practicable one. It could be attempted only through a great 
coalition of the European powers ; and such a coalition, 
when it had existed, had been able to do nothing. He dealt 
in detail with many of the intended stipulations ; and ex- 
pressed liis opinion that there was now a better chance for a 
peace which should be permanent, than in 1797 when tlic 
late ministers negotiated with Trance. 

The Convention with Russia gave rise in the House 
of Lords to another debate, in which the Lord Clian- 
cellor took part, answering, at considerable length, 
the attack of Lord Grenville upon that measure. The 
Chancellor’s speech, as reported in the Parliamentaiy 
History, 13th November 1801, contains some hnpor- 
tant reasonings upon the right of belligerents to 
search the vessels of neutrals. He sums up the result 
of the Convention by stating, 

That the nation had gamed the great objects for which 
they contended, viz. that free bottoms did not make free 
goods ; that ships of war had the right of search ; that the 
blockade of ports should be recognised as legitimate ; that tbc 
excx'cise of these rights should be regulated upon clear, intel- 
ligible, and liberal rules ; and, whicli was of more conscrptence 
than all, that any casual violation of them should not be a 
cause of quarrel, but should be tiie subject of amic.ablc ad- 
justment. 

A groat deal of tlie Lord Chancellor’s corres})ond- 
ence turns necessarily upon matters of patronage. 
The succeeding extracts, from a letter writtxm to linn 
by tbe first Lord i^Iclville, contain some suggest ioxis 
which all Governments may usefully bear in mind ; — 
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IMv dear Liird. “ Doc. 11th, ISlo, 

‘‘ "When we jiarted in Londen. 1 jironnsed to write to yon 
on the pnhjcct of the 8cotch dndge. 

‘^‘In con.'^eqncncc of coinmunication;s with your pvcdeeoe^or, 
founded on the ojnnions of the then Jjord Advocate and Jjord 
Provident., it wa;: pretty much under.-^tood, tltat till iVfr. Plair 
should signify his actjuiesccncc of going to the Pench,, the 
per.'Ons next to he looked at were Mr. Alexander .Frazer 
Tytlcr, Mr. "Williain Pohorlson, and IMr. David lluine. I 
have mentioned them according to their seniority at. the Par. 
They arc all i-o.'^jicctahle men, and what i.« never to he forgot 
in ihi.c p.ul of tlie kingdom, they liavc been \mvc in 

their political princijdcs, during the last eventful ten years in 
M-hich we have lived. 1 particularly mention thi.s la.^t cir- 
cumstance, heeansc it has been lately rumoured to me, that 
some very violent sjurits, ]nx)fe.‘=sing thcmsclvc.-J converts, have 
lately heen attempting to bring themselves forward with a 
view to judicial .filiations. I trust no .such nttcmpt.s will be 
successful; for if they arc, the country will justly be dis- 
gusted, and the general strength of tlic Kings government 
much impaired. 

Your obedient and faithful servant, 

Henry Dundas.” 

In February 1802 , Sir John Mitforcl, who had 
succeeded Lord Eldon as Attorney-General, and had 
afteiwards, on Mr. Addington’s succession to the head 
of the GoYcrmnent, been elected to the Chair of the 
House of Commons, was appointed Lord Chancellor 
of Ireland, and raised to the peerage mth the title of 
Baron Kedesdale. At the levee, at which he was pre- 
sented on the occasion of this promotion, Lord Eldon 
expressed his strong sense of Lord Redesdale’s merits, 
sajnng to Mr. Henry Legge, “ That is the greatest 
boon that has been conferred on Ireland.” Sir John 
Mitford was succeeded as Speaker by Mr. Abbot, 
afterwards Lord Colchester, of whose election the 
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King expressed his approval in' a characteristic note 
to Lord Eldon : — 


King George III. to Lord Eldon. 

“ Queen’s Palace, PeE. lltL, 1802 . 

The King returns to the Lord Chancellor the Commis- 
sion for assenting to the choice the House of Commons has 
made of hfr. Abbot as their Speaker, which he has just 
signed ; and trusts that this gentleman will feel the proprietj 
of following the line of conduct his two predecessors have 
chalked out, and not attempt novelties, which seldom succeed 
in the transaction of public business, and ought to be repro- 
bated unless the old mode has been proved faulty. 

George E,” 


In the month of April died Lord Kenyon, the Lord 
Chief Justice of England, one of the oldest friends of 
Lord Eldon, who, speaking to the present Lord Ken- 
yon, said, If I had to write your father's ejiitnph, I 
should describe \\\m.'‘jxLstissi'nm8unus.i — etservaniissimns 
” Lord Eldon’s regard for the father was con- 
tinued to the son ; who, at the end of a note commu- 
nicating to the vu’iter of this memoir the tribute thus 
paid by Lord Eldon to the character of the Lord 
Chief Justice, adds, ‘‘ You may estimate his kind feel- 
ings towards me -when I tell you, that on the morning 
of my quitting Encombe witli my dauglitei*, and 
asldng him how he was that day, lie said, ‘ Pretty 
well, 

^ Quanrpiam tligrcs.su vctcris confu.sus amici.’ ’’ 


Lord Chief Justice Kcm'on was a great lawyer .anfl 
a man of vigorous understanding. The P/ar, liowoi'cr, 
■who are “ nothing if not critical,” •^vonld jeer ut his 
Latin quotations ; and the Anecdote Look ."'ays, ‘‘ 'I hey 
were often .such as arc to be found in our Jaw bool 
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rather Law Latin, than clas.?ical — ’■Amo siare svpra 
aniiguas vias,' was often ntterecl. AVhen I was made 
Chief Justice of the Common Pleas, George III., on 
iny kissing hands, said to me, ‘ If you talk Latin when 
on the Bench, let it he more classical than Kenyon’s. 
You had better speak English only, than Kenyon’s 
Latin.’ — Upon my carrying to his klajesty, upoii 
some Judge’s appointment, the ring, which, previous 
to his appointment as a Judge (upon being made 
Serjeant) he gives the Chancellor to be tendered to 
his Majest}’’, the King, upon reading the inscription 
upon the ring, said, ‘ IViis Judge may talk Latin. I 
see lie reads Horace.’ ” 

The Chief Justiceship, made vacant by Lord Ken- 
yon’s death, was conferred on the Attorney-General, 
Sir Edward Law, who was created Lord EUenborough ; 
and the Attorney-Generalship passed to the Solicitor- 
General, the Honourable Spencer Perceval. The King, 
after subscribing the warrants for the two official 
appointments, returned them to the Lord Chancellor, 
with these notes : — 

Khiy George III, to Lord Eldon. 

“ Windsor, April lltli, 1802 . 

“ The King, at tlie same time that he returns to the Lord 
Chancellor the two warrants which he has signed, appointing 
Sir Edward Eaw a Seijeant and Chief Justice of the King’s 
Bench, whose appointment he trusts will be the most eligible, 
cannot refrain from expressing much soitow at the loss of so 
excellent a judge as the late Lord Kenyon, and knows the 
Eord Chancellor concurs in the same sentiment. 

The King hopes the Lord Chancellor is now getting rid 
of the gout, and that by the close of the holidays his health 
will be perfectly restored. 


c c 2 
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King George III. to Lord Eldon. 

“ "Windsor, April 14tL, 1802. 

" The King returns the warrant he has signed, directing 
the warrant for the promotion of the Solicitor-Gieneral to the 
office of Attorney-General. He should have thought it highly 
advantageous to the said gentleman if he could have remained 
in his former situation a few years ; but, on the present va- 
cancy, it would have been highly improper to have placed 
any one, though a senior at the Bar, over his head. 

“ George E.” 


The following day again brought a note from the 
King to the Chancellor, who, through gout and 
fatigue, was labouring under considerable indispo- 
sition. This note, and another written a few days 
afterwards, are inserted as indicative of the interest 
which the Sovereign continued to feel and express in 
the welfare of his distinguished adviser. ^ 

King George III. to Lord Eldon. 

“ Windsor, April 1802. 

The King returns the Commission for jjassing the Bills 
this day to the Lord Chancellor, having signed it. He at the 
same time e:sprcsses a most sincere wish that the recess may 
be crowned vdth the restoration of the Lord Ciumccllor s 
health, and strongly recommends that he will not, at finst 
coming out, be quite so assiduous as he was m businc.ss before 
his confinement, to which he i-athcr attributes the duration ol 
the fit of the gout. 

George K.” 


King George III. to Lord Eldon. 

“ Queen's Pnlnoe, April SOtli, 1802, 

“ The King returns to the Lord Ciiancellor the CiJiutu!'-- 
non, which he has signed, for giving his a-sent ti. the Bills 
now prepared for that purpose. At th<; .'-ainc time die King 
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avails liinisclf of the opportunity to express the satisfaetion 
he receives from the assurance of the Lord Chancellor’s gout 
having entirely subsided. That a degree of lameness and 
weakness still remains is the natural elfect of the disorder, 
but will daily diminish ; and the King therefore strongl}’^ re- 
commends to the Lord Chancellor the not coming next Wed- 
nesday to St. James’s, but the coming here on Thursday for 
the Kecorder’s report, which Avill avoid the necessity of 
going up stairs; and Wednesday is the first day of Term, 
which must in itself be a day of some fatigue. 

“ George K.” 

On the 4th of j\Iay 1 802, Lord. Eldon was ap- 
pointed a Governor of the Charter House, in the 
room of Lord Ken 3 ’'on, by an instrument under the 
seal of the Charter House, and the hands and seals of 
six Governors. 

The definitive treaty of peace with France was dis- 
cussed in the House of Lords on the 13th of May, 
when Lord Eldon agam spoke in its defence. 

He said that he did not mean to represent this peace as a 
glorious one for England; but he trusted that, candidly 
viewed, it would be found to be as good a peace as was 
attainable in reference to all the circumstances of it. Tie 
then discussed and combated the objections made by pre- 
ceding speakers to the details of the treaty. 

This must have been the speech to which Lord 
Eldon was referring, when he said to Mrs. Forster a 
year or two before his death, — 

“ After all, Mary, I think I am wonderful, con- 
sidering how much I have gone through ; for mine 
has been no easy life. I •wiU teU you what once hap- 
pened to me. I was ill with the gout ; it was in my 
feet, so I was carried into my carriage, and from it I 
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was carried into my Court. There I remained all 
the day, and delivered an arduous judgment. In the 
evening I was carried straight from my Court to the 
House of Lords : there I sat until two o’clock in the 
morning, when some of the Lords came and whis- 
pered to me that I was expected to speak, I told 
them I really could not, I was ill, and I could not 
stand ; hut they still urged, and at last I hobbled, in 
some way or other, with their assistance, to the place 
from which I usually addressed the House. It was 
an important question, the peace of Amiens : — I ' 
forgot my gout, and spoke for two hours. Well, the 
House broke up, I was carried home, and at six in the 
mornmg I prepared to go to bed. My poor left leg 
had just got in, when I recollected I had important 
papers to look over, and that I had not had time to 
examine them ; so I pulled my poor left leg out of 
bed, put on my clothes, and went to my study. I 
did examine the jiapers; they related to tlic Re- 
corder’s report, which had to be heard tliat day ; I 
was again carried into Court, where I had to deliver 
another arduous judgment, again went to the House 
of Lords, and it was not till the middle of the secoiifl 
niMit that I (^ot into bed. These are hard trials to 
a man’s constitution.” 

This little narrative still further and more strongly, 
although but incidentally, evinces the anxious vigi- 
lance of Lord Eldon respecting capital convictions. 

Political affairs wore now a serene aspect, and, 
except the discussions on the tre.aty of pence, there 
was no public matter of any considerable inua-est. 
On tlie 2.S{]i of June, the .‘^es-ion wn^' dosed hy a 
speech from his i^lajesty in pcMvou, and on tie; lol- 
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lowniix (lav llic liisirnrliamcnt of the Uniletl Kintrdoiii 
vas (lisBolvod. 

The vahiahlo hviiig of Tof:(oii, vdiich in tlic gift 
of the Groat Seal, hecoming vacant ahcnit this tim<?, 
vas oticred by the Chancellor to his old friend ^Iv. 
Sv'ire. Xothing can better ])i'ovc hov' well he de- 
served such a ]n‘efennent, than the reasons he gave 
for declininc: it. 

dfr. Sicirc to Lord Eldon. — (Extmet:) 

^Iv Lord, “ Mclsnnby, Aug, .anl, 1S02. 

“ I am (vholly at a loss for \vorda lo cxjircss llic ohligaliou 
f feel myself andcr, foryoar ahandaat kiadness and goodness 
io mo. The very gracious and Haltering manner in ^Yhicll 
you liuYC made me llic offer of a very vnluahlc living has 
.almost overpowered me. 1 was not surprised that you should 
think of an old friend, but I could hardly expect that you 
should be so attentive to him as you have been. "Wliat re- 
turn can I make for this mark of your esteem for mo? — 
none, but saying from my heart that. I sincerely thank you. 
Till I was favoured with your Lordshi])’s letter, I did not 
know there was such a place as Foston upon earth: I Avas 
ofj[ually ignor.ant about Ivirkby-Undcrdale : nor do I know 
the name.s of any livings in your jritronago as Chancellor, 
except ]\Iiddlcton-Tyas and Barningham : — so little self-inte- 
rest had I in so anxiously Avishing to sec you promoted to the 
higli and honourable office you noAv hold. I haA^c looked into 
Bacon’s 'Liber Begis,’ .and Jeffery s’s map of this county, 
and, by their united help, I have found out Foston ; and I 
think I have discovered that its distance from jMclsonby is 
more than is alloAved by laAV, and but just so. HoAVCver, I am 
BO desirous of preserving my peace of mind, that I Avill make 
no undue stretch ; and therefore I must on that score refuse 
your gracious offer. Indeed, had it been Avithin the permitted 
distance, I should have Avished to have declined the accept- 
ance of your faA'our, unless it had been considerably nearer 
to this place than it is: 'for I could not have been happy 
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to possess a living, where I could not frequently have per- 
formed some of the important duties of a Priest. I can 
truly say Avith Dr. Johnson, that I cannot think of shearing 
the sheep which I cannot feed" 

A note from George III. addressed to the Chan- 
cellor, who this year extended his sittings in Lincoln’s 
Inn Hall to the latter part of August, attests the 
constant zeal of his Majesty for the Protestant 
church ; — 


King George III. to Lord Eldon. 

“ Weymoutb, August 14tli, 1802. 

“ Yesterday the King received the Lord Chancellor’s letter. 
He trusts that the fatigue of sitidng in this warm Aveathcr in 
Lincoln’s Inn Hall has not jnovftd so inconvenient as might 
have been expected. The King >js much pleased at Dr. Kid- 
ley’s being placed in the Isle of -Wight. His being of the 
family of so celebrated a man as tthc Bishop that bore that 
name, in addition to his connection witlf the Lord Chancellor, 
very properly entitle him to that situation, 

‘■^George K.” 

The condition and legal rights of foreigners re- 
siding in England, Avith reference particularly to the 
consular government then recently- established in 
France, had become, in this year, a matter of some 
embarrassment to j\Iinistcrs. The foUoAving letter to 
Lord Eldon from the hi’st Earl of Liverpool, the 
father of the nobleman A\dio Avas so long first minister 
of the CroAAm,throAVS some useful light upon the general 
and often recurring question of the country’s rightv^ 
and duties as to aliens : — 

hly dcav Lord, “ Afldj-icombc riacc, Au' 4 ii-=i 24tli. IhOi. 

“Bv a jiapcr I received ycstenlay from my sou,, I find it sr 
the opinion of his Majesty's servants, that tlic Alien Act adl 
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not authorise them to send the jFreneh emigrants, or an 
foreigners, out of this country, unless they are snjDposed to he 
dangerous, from their conduct or political jninciples, to the 
internal tranquillity of this kingdom. I do not mean to con- 
tend against so high authority, with respect to the construc- 
tion that is to he given to this law. I was not present at any 
of the meetings, or in Parliament, when it was under con- 
templation ; and it is possible that the motive for j^assing it 
was principally that hefore stated ; and yet, if such is the true 
interpretation of this law, I do not see hy what legal autho- 
rity you can oblige these emigrants to leave the kingdom, or 
even to reside in any particular part of it, with a view of pre- 
venting any intercourse they may carry on, wliich may give 
just offence to neighhourmg governments. If you had a 
right of sending them out of the kingdom, you might cer- 
tainly require, as a condition for permission to remain in it, 
that they should confine their residence to some particular 
' county or district. I am sensible that several of them receive 
pensions ; and that you may annex as a condition on which 
alone they shall continue to receive these pensions, that they 
shah, reside where you please to direct. But I confess I feel 
that this sort of compulsion has something ungenerous in 
it : and I should not like to rest my power and influence 
over these unhappy men singly on this circumstance. 
Besides, a great number of them do not receive pensions ; 
and these are of the most dangerous description; they live 
by their wits, that is, by inventing and propagating reports, 
offensive to that government which has driven them out of 
their country; and it is to these that we must ascribe the 
unpleasant discussion, in which we arc at present engaged 
with the Prench government. I observe, however, that it is 
the intention of his Majesty’s Ministers to exercise some 
sort of police over these French emigrants, and yet I cannot 
conceive on what legal authority such exercise can be founded 
or justified ; so that the determination taken by his Majesty’s 
Ministers appears to me, in its diflferent parts, to be contra- 
dictory and inconsistent with itself. 

If I had been able to come to town and return again the 
same day, I would have waited on yom’ Lordship to tallc to 
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you on tills important subject, for I am certain tbe business 
now under consideration will not end without some serious 
consequences, and that it wiU ultimately be an object of dis- 
cussion in tlie two Houses of Parliament. It behoves us, 
therefore, to found our measures, and every step that we may 
take, on principles that we can fuUy justify to the people of 
this country, and to the rest of mankind. It appears to me 
that the First Consul is really mad) and that the French emi- 
grants are on the other hand They arc the true jiarties 

in this business ; but this country will suffer, and never be at 
rest tin the contest is at an end. 

I have the pleasure to tell you that my general health is 
tolerably good. True it is I am weak, but my trunk does 
not appear as yet to have any mortal disease, though my arms 
and legs, that is, my branches, are withered. 

“ I hope your Lordship will excuse the trouble which I 
now give you ; but as the principal point of tliis letter relates 
to the exercise of legal authority, on which your Lordsliip is 
the best judge, I could not deny myself the satisfaction of 
writing it to you. 

I am, with the sincerest regard, 

“ hly dear Lord, 

“ Your faithfid humble servant, 

LivEiirooL.” 

The two foUomng notes from the King to 'Lord 
Eldon furnish further illustrations of his i\Injesty’s 
anxious and minute attention to those matters of 
public business which had to pass through Ins 
hands : — 

Kinrj George III. to Lord Eldon. — (Extract.) 

“ Wiri'U-or, Xcv. l.’tth. ISO-. 

The King returns the Commission ibr opening the J’arlia- 
ment, which he has signed. Having Iiad tlic c'lirio'ity of 
reading the Connnis'ion, have found a mi?take, tlie in?i rti<*n 
of George Earl of Leicester, in'^tcad of ‘Wiilinm Earl of 
Lartmoiuh, as Lord Steward of (he Hotr-rhoid. wlucli can 
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easily be corrected by tlie Lord Cliancellor ordering this 
change of names, though the King has signed the Com- 
mission. 

" George E.” 

King George HI. to Lord Eldon. — (Extract.) 

“ Windsor, Dec. 29tli, 1802. 

“ The King returns the Commission, having signed it. He 
trusts the Bill of Inquuy into the Civil Departments of the 
Navy is materially amended by the alterations effected by the 
Lord Chancellor, and that the evils are obviated which might 
easily have arisen from so delicate a business being framed 
by gentlemen of the navy, instead of those conversant, from 
education as well as practice, in the nature of the laws of tins 
kingdom. 

“ George E.” 

The newly-elected Parliament, which had been 
opened by the King in person on the 23d of No- 
vember, continued its sitting till Christmas. On the 
15th of December, in a debate on the malt tax, 
the Earl of Suffolk, while he praised the existing 
Government, imputed much blame to the antecedent 
himistry for their whole conduct of the war, and par- 
ticularly for having confined, during long periods, 
persons whom they suspected of treasonable practices, 
but whom they never brought to trial. Upon this 
the Lord Chancellor, ivitli great warmth, declared 
that 

He would sooner suffer death upon the spot, than hear the 
conduct of the late Administration aspersed, in this respect, 
without confutation. If they were criminal in this, he was as 
criminal as they : and the only reason why a different poliey 
now prevailed was, that the circumstances of the country were 
now different. He vindicated the conduct of the war, and 
the arrangement of the peace. 
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When Parliament re-assembled after tlie vacation, 
the Ministers proposed and carried a continuance of tlie 
act of 1797, by wHcb the Bank of England bad been 
restricted from paying its notes in specie. On that 
subject Lord Eldon received this letter from tlie 
Iring : — 

King George III. to Lord Eldon. 

“ Windsor, Feb. 27tL, 1803. 

The Eing has, -with great satisfaction, signed the Commis- 
sion for passing the Bill to restrain the Bank of England from 
paying cash, as he is convinced of the utility of the measure, 
and ardently hopes it may he prolonged the next year ; or, if 
the situation of public affaii's should at that time jirove more 
favourable, that the Bank mil at least be restrained from pay- " 
ing cash above a certain proportion of each payment it may 
have to issue. 

" George B.” 

The J\Iinisters now found themselves perplexed by 
an extensive military preparation in the ports of 
France and Holland, ostensibly directed to colonial 
objects, but obviously suggesting the necessity of 
practical measures for the defence of the British 
empire. A message from the Crovm on this important 
subject was delivered to both Houses of Parliament 
on the 8th of March ; and on the IGtli of Hay 
another message announced the termination of all 
pacific relations betAveeii England and Prance, and 
the mutual recall of their ambassadors. These events 
having been foreseen for several months, the i\linistry, 
who seem to have been conscious that they were not 
of a constitution for warlike undertakings, made 
overtures to obtain the assistance of i\Ir. Pitt; hut 
he, though not unwilling to lend his aid for the con- 
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sti'uction of sucli a government as would be, in bis 
judgment, a really efficient one, showed no disposition 
to resume office as a mere prop to the existmg Mi- 
nistry. The negotiation therefore terminated abruptly, 
and without practical results ; and Mr. Addington was 
still first Minister, when the session of Parhament 
terminated on the 12th of August 1803. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

1803 — 1804 . 

DISTTJRBAifCES IN’ IRELAND. — VOLUNTEERS. — RELAPSE OF GEORGE 
nr. : INQUIRIES IN THE HOUSE OF LORDS : PERSONAL COJDtU- 
NICATIONS of the chancellor ■with the king: ENT1U.CTS 
PR03I THE chancellor’s PRIVATE SHNUTES OF THE EXAMNA- 
TIONS OF THE KING's PHYSICIANS : TREATJIENT OP THE KING : 
HIS CONDUCT DURING HIS ILLNESS. — DEBATES ON VOLUNTEER. 
FORCE : COURTEOUS RETORT UPON LORD SPENCER. — LORD 

Eldon’s defence op latv officers: of lord chancellor 

REDESDALE. — OFFERS OF SERVICE FROJI IRISH MILITIA. — LET- 
TERS FROM LORD CHANCELLOR REDESDALE ON THE STATE AND 
GOVERNMENT OP IRELAND. 

]\£Ei;iS[wniLE, ill Ireland, occurrences liad taken place, 
wliicli evinced but too plainly that the temper of tJiat 
country had been either additionally heated, or, at 
least, not effectually cooled, by tlic Union ivitli Great 
Britain. In the counties of Limeiiclv, Tipperarj*, 
and "Waterford, disturbances of more than ordinary 
violence had brolcen out, ivhicli, hoirever, being 
mostly of an agrarian rather than of a jiolitical clin- 
racter, had been put domi in the January of this 
year, by a special Commission for tlie instant trial of 
the uisnrgents. But ns the differences befwecn 
England and France became wider, the J’h'emh 
began to avail themselves of the unquiet .spirit of the 
Irish people, with tlic purpose of inveigling them into 
a movement for the forcible severance of the L'ni>>n. 
Animated by the hope of French assistance, a young 
<Tcntleinan, named Robert Emmett, made .nn attem[>t. 
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Oil tlie 23d of July 1803, at tlie liead of an undis- 
ciplined force, to seize tlie City and Castle of Dublin. 
The outbreak was speedily suppressed by two small 
parties of the 21st regiment ; but not till after 
Lord Kilwarden, the Chief Justice of Ireland, had 
been dragged from his carriage, and murdered in 
the street. On the 28th, a message from his Majesty 
was brought down to both Houses, notifying that a 
spirit of insurrection had manifested itself in Ireland, 
and recommending to Parhament the adoption of 
measures for its suppression. On the same even- 
ing, two Bills were uitroduced into the House of 
Commons, one for enabling the Lord Lieutenant of 
Ireland to try by martial law any prisoners who 
should be taken there in rebellion ; and the other for 
suspending the Habeas Corpus Act in that kingdom. 
Both Bills passed through all their stages in the 
Lower House before ten o’clock, and were taken at 
once to the House of Lords, where they were carried 
through ah. their stages before eleven, the Lord Chan- 
cellor and Lord Bosslyn agreeing that the standing 
orders, which require distmct days for certain steps 
' of every bill, might be properly susj)ended, as they 
had been in former cases of emergency. — The King 
prorogued Parliament from the Throne on the 12th 
of August. 

On the 22nd of November 1803, when his Majesty in 
person opened the next Session, the Irish insurrection 
formed one of the tojDics of the Royal speech : and 
early in December, fresh bills were introduced for 
continuing the enactments of the preceding July. 
The new bills having passed the House of Commons, 
and been once read in the House of Lords, the second 
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reading of them there, on the 12th of December, 
gave rise to a discussion, in which the Lord Chan- 
cellor took a prominent part, enforcing these measures 
on account of the necessity of the case, and the un- 
certainty of the extent to which the mischief might 
have secretly reached. Both bills were passed. 

The threat of invasion had very generally roused 
the country, and volunteers were now enrolled, to 
the number of 300,000 men. Talldng of them to 
Mrs. Forster, in his after life. Lord Eldon said: — 

“We had a meeting of the Ministers, at the time 
of the French threat of invasion, to consider the pro- 
priety of allowing of volunteer regiments : and the 
j\Iiaisters avowed that they were afraid of incurring 
such an expense. When I had to give my opinion, I 
said, ‘Do as you please, hut if these men do not 
volunteer for you, they will against you.’ TJie 
volunteers saved the country; Buonaparte acknow- 
ledged it. I think the finest sight I ever beheld ivas 
the great review in Hyde Park before the King, 
George the Third. The King, in j^assing, addressed 
Tom Erskine who was colonel, asking him the name 
of his corps. He answered, ‘ The Devil’s Ovti.’ I’hc 
Lincoln’s Inn Volunteers always went by the name 
of the Devil's Invincibles.” 

Parhament having re-assembled after the Christmas 
recess, a bill was introduced by GoA'crnment in tic 
beginning of Februaiy 1801, for consolidating and 
amending the various laws relating to the coips of 
volunteers. Win’Ic this bill w'as pending in the House 
of Commons, the public became aware that tlie ICing's 
mind was again in a disturbed state. On tiie 27th of 
February, tbe order of the day being moved fbr the 
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second reading of the bill, some discussion arose 
about bis Majesty’s competency to discharge the 
pubbc business. The inquiries of the Opposition 
were answered by a guarded assurance from Mr. 
Addington, that “ there was not, at that time, any 
“ necessary suspension of such Royal functions as it 
“ might be necessary for his Majesty then to dis- 
“ charge.” On the 1st of March, the same subject 
was mooted in the Upper House by Lord King, and 
met by Lord Hawkesbury with a like assurance. The 
fact appears to have been, that the King, at that time, 
was in an excited and hurried state, but was not so 
far disordered as to be unlit for transacting formal 
business, which was all that the public occasions 
just then required him to go through. Lord King 
having intimated that a full explanation was espe- 
cially to be expected from the Lord Chancellor, by 
reason of the peculiar responsibility arising from his 
position and ofS.cial relation to the Sovereign, 

Lord Eldon assured the House that he had considered, 
and deeply, his duty at this trying crisis. He was aAvare that- 
whUe he was hound, on the one hand, to keep constantly in 
view what was due from him in point of delicacy to his 
Sovereign, on the other he ought never to forget that he had a 
duty to perform to the legislature and the public. Anxious 
that there should be no misapprehension, he declared that at 
that moment there was no suspension of the Royal functions. 

On the 9th of March, the Royal assent being about 
to be given by Commission to several Bills, the in- 
quiries as to his Majesty’s state of health were 
renewed by Lord Fitz-wiUiam, who observed that 
the re]Dorts of the physicians did not appear to hold 
out hopes of a speed}’’ recovery, and added that his 
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doubts were such as induced him to call upon the 
Lord Chancellor for further information. 

Lord Eldon stated, tliat in tliis momentous matter lie had 
proeeeded not only with deliberation and caution, but even 
with fear and trembling ; that not satisfied with the reports 
and assurances of the medical attendants, he had thought it 
right to obtain a personal interview with the Sovereign ; and 
that at that interview, due discussion had taken place as to the 
ElUs offered for the Royal assent, which had thereupon been 
fully exjiressed. “ I would sooner,” said he, “ suffer my right 
hand to be severed from my body, than act in such an 
‘‘ instance upon light or superficial grounds ; and I have no 
“ hesitation to aver, that the result of all which toolc place on 
the occasion amply justifies me in announcing his IMajesty’s 
assent to the Bills specified in the Royal Commission. I 
“ know and feel with gratitude my obligations to the best of 
Sovereigns, and to his person I bear the warmest affection. 
“ But I can most conscientiously say, that no considerations 
“ whatever, not even those to which I have alluded, shall ever 
induce me to break that sacred covenant winch I have made 
“ -with myself, not to suffer that any tiling shall warji my 
“ judgment, or bear me from the rule of strict duty and rccti- 
tude. I am fully aware of the high responsibility under 
which I stand, and with reference to which I act on this 
occasion.” 

The interview with the King, which is referred to 
in this explanation, had taken place on the morning 
of the same day. Lord Eldon has left this record of 
it in his Anecdote Book: — 

“ During one of his j^fajesty’s indispositions, and 
■when there was a doubt whether he was siiflieiently 
recovered to make it fit to take his Ib^yul Sign 
^Manual to a Commission for passing Acts of 1‘nr- 
liameiit, the time ajiproaclmd, wlien, it' the i^fntinv 
Bills Averc not renewed and passed, the <'stahlish- 
rnents of the army and navy, in the midst <d' war. 
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must have broken up. It became, therefore, abso- 
lutely necessary to have his Royal Sign Manual 
to acts for continuing those establishments. The 
Chancellor is the minister responsible for that. I 
waited upon his Majest}^, and carried with me the 
Commission, and a brief abstract of the several in- 
tended acts, but in much more of detail than the 
previous statements made upon such occasions. I 
began reading that abstract, — a caution not usual 
when the King was well; and he said, ‘ My Lord, 
you are cautious.’ I entreated his Majesty to allow 
tliat^ under the then circumstances. ‘ Oh!’ he said, 

‘ you are certainly right in that, but you should be 
correct as well as cautious.’.. I said I was not con- 
scious that I was not correct. ‘No,’ said he, ‘ you 
are not ; for if you will look into the Commission 
which you have brought me to sign, you mil see that 
I there state that I have fully considered the bills 
proposed to receive my Sign Manual ; to be correct, 
therefore, I should have the hills to peruse and con- 
sider.’ I stated to him that he never had had the 
bills whilst I had been Chancellor, and that I did not 
know that he had ever had the bills. He said, during 
a part of his reign he had always had them until 
Lord Thurlow had ceased to bring them ; and the 
expression his Majesty used was. that Lord Thurlow 
had said it was nonsense his giving himself the trouble 
to read them. I said his Majesty had satisfied me 
that I had used caution enough, took the Sign Manual, 
and went to the House of Lords ; and, when about 
passing the Commission, Lord Fitzwilliam rose and 
said, ‘ I wish to ask whether the Chancellor declares 
‘ lus [Majesty is equal to the act of signing the Coin- 
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‘ mission mtli full knowledge upon tke subject,’ or to 
that effect. I answered, ‘ Your Lordsbij) will see 
‘ the Commission executed imraediatety.’ 

“ I have committed this to paper, having been much 
abused on account of this transaction, and for the 
purpose of stating that it was my determination, if I 
thought his Majesty sufficiently well as an individual 
to give his assent, to take the Royal Sign Manual to 
tbe Commission, and execute it without making any 
observation; if, on the other hand, I did not think 
bim so well as an individual, — inasmuch as the com- 
petency of the King, as King, was what the law 
authorised me to consider as belonging to him, not- 
■\vithstanding his indisposition, I determined to take 
the Royal Sign Manual to the Coimnission, and, after 
executing it, to state to the House in what condition 
of his Majesty I had taken this step, and to tlirow 
myself on Parliament’s consideration of my case, and 
my having so acted, in-order, in a most jDerilous period, 
to prevent the establishments, necessary for the de- 
fence, and indeed the existence, of the country, from 
going to pieces. 

“ Many tliought I acted too boldl}'’ in this proceed- 
ing; but I could not Iming myself to tliink that 1 
ought to countenance the notion tliat the King’s state 
of mind, considering him as an individual, was such 
as 1 in my conscience did not believe it to be ; and I 
did think that it was my duty to expose myself to all 
that might happen, rather than give a hdsc imjwcssion 
of the actual state of mj^ Sovereign and royal i\Iastcr 
to his people. 

“ God grant that no future Chancellor may go 
through tlie same distressing .scenes, or bo ex]»osed to 
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the dangerous responsibility wliieli I went tbroiigb 
and was exposed to, during tlie indispositions of iny 
Sovereign! ]\Iy own attachment to him supported 
me through tliose scones. Such and so cordial vLas 
the love and affection his people bore to him, that a 
servant, meaning well and placed amidst great diffi- 
culties, would have been pardoned for much, if he had 
liad occasion for indemnity. 

“ TiHien I went to take the King’s Sign Manual, 
some other ministers wanted it in tlieir department. 
They sent the papers to me instead of coming them- 
selves to support mo by their acts. I refused to 
tender any of them to the King.” 

The Cabinet, of course, had, from time to time, 
continued their examinations of the physicians. The 
extracts which follo^v are from private minutes, in 
Lord Eldon’s o-wn handwriting, of the examinations 
of 27th February and 5th March 1804. 


27ll) February, 1804. 

The Chiincellor having intimated that he should not think it 
liis duty to take the King’s Sign Manual -without ascertaining 
that his I\Iajesty understood the effect of the instrument to 
AY Inch his Sign Manual Avas required : — 

Q. Are his Majesty’s physicians of opinion that he is 
competent to do an act, Avith respect to Avhich it Avould be 
necessary for the Chancellor, previous to his Majesty’s doing 
the act, to receive such satisfaction ? 

A. We think him perfectly competent to do an act so 
exjrlained and understood. 

Q. Are you prepared to express an opinion of the pro- 
bable duration of the King’s illness ? 

A. by Sir Lucas Pepys. ■ — My opinion is that it Avill not 
be of long duration. 

•K- =1^ # 5 ^^- 

By Dr. Simmons. — I tliink there is every reason to 
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believe it wiU be of short duration, particularly if Ms Jla- 
jesty is not too soon hurried with company and business. I 
think him perfectly competent to business as before described,- 
at present. 

Q. In qualifying your opinion as to the nature of the 
business wliich liis Majesty might be called upon to execute, 
did you mean to express a doubt of his JSIajesty’s capacity to 
exercise his judgment, at this time, upon such points as might 
be submitted to him, or your opinion of the expediency of 
resorting to him to perform any acts except such as have been 
described in the former question ? 

A. I thinlc his Majesty is perfectly competent ; but if the 
23oint led to long ai*gument or fatiguing discussion, I think the 
exjoeriment would be imprudent. 

All the physicians entirely concur with Dr. S. 

^ ^ ^ ^ 

5th March, 1801. 

Q. His Majesty liaving transacted business with his Par- 
liament since his illness by Commission and Message, do liis 
Majesty’s physicians continue to tliink that his Majesty is 
able to transact business with his Parliament, in like manner, 
by Commission and Message, in the exercise of a sufficient and 
unrestrained judgment ? 

A. The physicians arc of opinion that his jMajesty is fully 
comi^etent to transact business with his Parliament, by Com- 
mission and Message.” 

Tlie next two extracts arc from Lord Eldon*.^ 
Anecdote Book: — 

“ In one of his Majesty George III. ’s illnesses” (J804) 

“ when he was at Buckingham House, it was conceived 
to be my duty as Cliancellor to call at that house every 
day. This was constantly done, to the interruption 
of the business of my Court to a great extent, for 
which the public opinion made Jio allowance. Lpon 
one day when I went to make my call of duty, Lr. 
Simmons, tlic medical attendant constantly there, 
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rej)resented to me the embarrassment he was exposed 
to, being persuaded that if his Majesty could have a 
walk frequently round the garden behind the house 
it would be of the most essential benefit to him ; that, 
if he took his walk with the doctor, or any of his 
attendants, he was overlooked from the windows of 
Grosvenor Place, and reports were circulated very 
contrary to the truth respecting his Majesty’s mental 
health; that, on the other hand, his Majesty’s family 
were afraid of accompanying him ; and that he, the 
doctor, did not know how to act, as the walk was of 
vast importance to his Majesty’s recovery. It was 
to me j)iain that he wished that I should offer to 
attend his Majesty, and walk with him- in the garden. 
I offered to do so if he thought it likely to be useful 
to the King. He then went into the next room, where 
the King was, and I heard him say, ‘ Sir, the Chan- 
cellor is come to take a walk with your Majesty, if 
your Majesty pleases to allow it.’ ‘ With all my 
heart,’ I overheard the King say, and he called for 
his hat and cane. We walked two or three times 
round Buckingham House gardens. There was at 
first a momentary hurry and incoherence in his Ma- 
jesty’s talk, but this did not endure two minutes; 
during the rest of the walk there was not the slightest 
aberration in his Majesty’s conversation, and he gave 
me the history of every administration in his reign. 
When we returned into the house, his Majesty, laying 
down his hat and cane, placed his head upon my 
shoulder, and burst into tears ; and, after recovering 
himself, bowed me out of the room in his usual manner. 
Hr. Simmons told me afterwards that this had been 
of infinite use towards his recovery. It is a curious 
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circumstance that, walking down St. James’s Park 
after I left Buckingham House, I found that it had 
been asserted, that in that very morning his Majesty 
had been seen walldng round the Buckingham House 
gardens, and that he was so very furious that the 
attendants employed by Hr. Simmons had been obliged 
by violence to carry him into the house. This was 
one of the falsehoods, which, for political purposes, 
were constantly fabricated about the poor King. 
Simmons assured me that there was not the semblance 
of truth in it.” 

“ When he was recovering, but not entirely reco- 
vered, upon my ^dsiting him, as I did every mornmg, 
he took out a watch from a drawer, and said he had 
worn it for twenty years, and desired me to accept it 
and wear it for his sake. I declined to accept it. At 
first he was extremely angry, and asked with much 
earnestness why I did not obey him. I said that it 
was impossible for me to be of any use to his Majesty, 
if, under the then circumstances, I accei^ted anythmg 
from him. He wept.” 

In relating this circumstance to Mrs. Korster, Lord 
Eldon added, “ I told him that there were people who 
emded me every mark of my Sovereign’s favour, and 
who would give an unfavourable construction to my 
receiving anything from him at that time ; and, there- 
fore, greatly as I valued his gifts, I thought, under 
present circumstances, it was best to return the watch 
with its chain and seal. The King took them and 
said nothing. 

“ Some time afterwards, nine or ten months after- 
wards, I was sitting in the Chancery Court, wlien a 
red box and key to it were delivered to me. I 
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opened it. ntUl found tlic idontienl watch and seal, and 
a let ter from tlicKing.’’ T]iis letter, after mentioning 
.‘^omc otlier matters, proceeds tlius: — 


“ "Wnulsor Cnsllc, .Tiumnry 21 p1, ISO-?. 

The King takes this opportunity of forwarding to the 
Loixl Cliano-cllor tlie watch he mentioned the last spring; it 
has undergone a thorough cleaning, and heen left with the 
maker many months, that, the neenrateness of its goinj; 
might be ascertained. Facing 10 minutes there is a spring, 
if pressed with the nail, will <»pcu the glass for setting the 
watch; or, turning the watch, jwossing the back edge facing 
50 minutes, the ease opens for winding u)). 

‘‘ Gi:okgk K.” 


The Anecdote Book .':ay.'=, “The .'^cal is a curious one. 
It contains a iigure of Beligion looking up to Heaven, 
and a figure of Justice with no bandage over the eyes, 
his [Majesty stating that. Justice should be bold enough 
to look the world in the face. Tlic motto was, ‘ His 
Hirige Te.’ It happened that I sent a letter to my 
old excellent friend, Dr. Swire of i\Ielsonby, sealed 
with this seal. He showed it to his friend and neigh- 
bour Dr. Zouch, who had refused a bishopric. Dr. 
Zouch preached an assize sermon soon afterwards in 
Durham Cathedral, which had a passage in it repre- 
senting Justice without a bandage over the eyes. 
The sermon was published, and several reviews of the 
time stated that they had hunted aU authors, Grecian 
and Roman, to discover where Dr. Zouch had bor- 
rowed the hint so to describe Justice, but in vain ; 
and comphinented him much upon a thought so new 
and so beautiful.” 

* Note by the present Earr, — It is perhaps worthy of notice, 
that although the watch which King George III. gave to Lord 
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Lord Eldon acknowledged the King’s goodness in 
these terms : — 

Lord Eldon cannot delay till he sees your Majesty, 
offering his most humble and grateful acknowledgments for 
the great favour which he has received from yom’ Majesty. 
Whilst he lives he shall cany about with him the valuable 
token your Majesty has been pleased to present to him as a 
mark of your Majesty’s gracious acceptance of his most humble 
services to his King and Master ; and he trusts that as long 
as Providence shall permit him to have any descendants, they 
will never fail to cherish and value, as he does, this proof of 
your Majesty’s gi’eat kindness to your subject and servant. — 
His humble wish is, that he, and those descendants, may be 
enabled to direct their conduct, in all time to come, as your 
Majesty has now been pleased to prescribe, by the dictates of 
Keligion, and by the rules of that Justice which, not being 
afraid to throw the bandages from its eyes, will never hesitate 
to execute its righteous purposes at the hazard of all the con- 
sequences which may be within its view.” * 

The King, during one of his illnesses, complained to 
Lord Eldon, who I’elated the story to !Bfr. Earrer, that 
a man in the employ of some of his physicians, had 
knocked him down. ‘^Wlien I got up again,” added 
the King, “ I said my foot had shpped, and ascribed 
my fall to that ; it would not do for me to admit that 
the King had been knocked do^vn by anyone.” Lord 
Eldon related to Lord Encombe, that the King used 
to say he had had one advantage from Ins mental 

Eldon had the additional value of ha\dng been Avorn for many 
years by the King himself, yet the deA'ice of the seal seems to bear 
some internal evidence that the Royal donor had had this engraved 
especially for liis Chancellor, since the judgment scat is clearly a 
representation of the Woolsack, and the scroll, Avith its Latin motto, 
signifying, “ Direct thyself by these,” namely, by Religion and Jus- 
tice, might, with peculiar propriety, he addressed to the first judge 
in the land. 



C'llAKCr.f.T.OR KLDOls. 


•127 


addictions ; namely, the means of knowing his real 
from his prcfenilccl friends. 

lloth Houses were now occupied witli the Yolunteers’ 
Consolidation Hill. Lord Carnarvon having ques- 
tioned, in the dehate of the 27th of jMarch 1804, the 
King’s prerogative to array all classes of his subjects 
in arms at seasons of danger, indopendentl}'' of con- 
sultation with his rarliamcnt. 

Lord lillcnliormigh proved, from v.Trions anlhoritie?, and 
particidarlv from (he an(icn( Commissions of Area}' (one 
whereof was passed in the fifth year of IJenry IV., and is set 
out in the third volume of (he Parliament Polls, and recog- 
nised as law by Tmrd Coke), that it. is a jn-crogativc, inherent 
in the Crown, to recjuiro, in critical cases such ns invasion or 
even the apjwohcnsion of invasion, the services of all subjects 
capable of bearing arms. This ])rcrogativc, however, would 
not involve a powjcr of throwing all classes indiscriminately 
into the ninks; men must be employed according to their 
states, their habits of life, and the modes in which they might 
be most useful. 

Lord Grenville argued, that, in the present age, this pre- 
rogative must be exercised, not by the Sovereign acting per- 
sonally, but by the Sovereign acting under the sanction of 
Parliament. 

The Lord Chancellor, in admitting the superiority of a 
strong regular army as compared with a volunteer force, re- 
minded the Ilouse that such a body of regulars as would have 
been at all cf|u.al, in its efficiency, to the existing force of 
volunteers, could not have been raised with the ease or ra- 
pidity with which that existing force had been organised. 
Against the restrictions with which Loi’d Grenville had 
sought to qualify the prerogative, he entered his most solemn 
protest ; and argued the validity of the prerogative, not only 
upon legal authorities, but upon the necessity of the cases to 
which it was ajiplicablc, and the paramount consideration of 
the people’s safety. Should the country be invaded, and a 
landing effected. when Parliament was not sitting or not in 
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being, what would be tlie practical consequences of tbe doc- 
trine tliat the prerogative was available only through the 
instrumentality of the entire Legislature ? 

In Committee on this Bill, 5th April, — 

He took occasion to condemn the practice of imputing to 
the negligence or incapacity of the law officers of the Crown 
all the confusion and inconsistency that appeared in the 
various acts of parliament passed from time to time. The 
fact, he said, frequently was, that a bill, originally prepared 
with the greatest care, underwent so many modifications in 
its progress through both the Houses, and received so many 
amendments from what was called (how properly he would 
not take upon himself to say) the conjunctive wisdom of Par- 
liament, that it became at last in a great degree inexplicable. 

The Committee on the Bill was resumed on the 
following day, when 

Earl Spencer, upon one of the clauses on which the Chan- 
cellor had been arguing, made some observations charac- 
tei’ising that argument as a subterfuge, to take “away the 
volunteers’ exemptions by legal distinctions and subtleties. If 
the clause passed, he should look upon himself as having 
been tricked into kidnapping men by false offers; liis 
personal pledge would be destroyed, and the faith of Parlia- 
ment violated.” 

The Chancellor met this attack with the best pos- 
sible temper and taste. 

He would inform the noble Earl, that he had as high a 
regard to the honour of Parliament, and to his own lionour, 
as the noble Earl ; and he meant by that to express his feel- 
ings of the injustice done him,' since he could not wish for a 
higher character, as a public or as a jwivate man, than that 
which the Noble Earl possessed.^' 


Pari. Hist. April 6. 1804. 
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Karl Spencer s aiiiror was disarined, and (‘oining np 
(o the onlsaclc lic sliook bands witli ibc Cliancellor.’” 

f 

The spir’d, wbicli bad led him to defend the law 
oflieers of the Cnnvn from unmerited imj)ntation, was 
still more earnestly excited when a personal friend of 
bis own was assailed. 'Plte (‘irenmstanees of the time 
bavinef induced several regiments of Irish militia to 
make voluntary ofTers of service in (Jreat Britain, a 
bill was introduced into Parliament, for emd3ling bis 
^lajosty to accept, those oilers. Lord Boringdon, in 
oppodng it on the lOtb of April, made some hostile 
comments ujion certain letters, Avhich the Clianccllor 
of Ireland, Lord lledesdale, in ])lacing* Lord I'ingal, 
an Irish Boman Catholic ])eer, uj)on the Commission 
of the Peace, hud addressed to that nobleman, con- 
cerning the imputed disatfection of the lower classes 
of the Irish Boman Catholics and the dainrcrons in- 
iluencc of their pi'iests. 


The Lonl Chaacollor said, it was inipopsildc for liiin to 
remain silent after tlic charges nninslly Ciist n])on a noble 
person, who had long been his dearest and most intimate 
friend, and against whom nneonnnon jiains liad lately been 
taken to excite a most unfounded ])rojudicc. Tliat noble 
])crson had been accused of entertaining sentiments inimical 
to a large body of tlic Ii’ish people. Tins was wliolly untrue ; 
and indeed, on many occasions. Lord Bedesdale liad Ijcen the 
best friend of the Komau Catholics of Ireland, and their most 
strenuous advocate. Thus mucli lie Ihonglit it proper to say 
in behalf of one whose excellent qualities lie liad long known 
and continued to hold in the highest estimation, and wliose 
friendsliip he hoped to preserve as long as life continued 
within him. It had been objected, that this measure Avonld 
convert the militia regiments of Ireland into deliberative 


* Law INIag. xlii. 
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Lord Redesdale to Lord Eldon. — (Extract.) 

“Ely Place, Dublin, July 19 tb, 1802 . 

* * * « .* 

You liave truly said that if Irish job is permitted to get 
into English councils, the Union will ruin England. You 
never made a more just or more important observation. We 
are gone, if the spirit of Irish job is not comjpletely put out of 
countenance. 

# * « « * 

“ Lord Cornwallis and Lord Castlereagh are both pledged, 
as they say, to the Catholics : and I feel that the former 
struggle has only produced delay, and that the measure will 
he carried in a worse way than that in which it was originally 
proposed. Since I have been here, I have, I think, gained 
at least so much knowledge of the country as to be able to form 
some ojiinion on the subject; andithink it clear, that Lord Corn- 
wallis was very ill informed, and judged very ill in a variety 
of instances. Lord Castlereagh was very young, very ill sup- 
ported, and alarmed at the failure of the first proposal of Union. 
His family are considered as a sort of head of the dissenters; 
and he has a strong bias, from education and habits, towards 
that body of men, who are to the full as hostile to the Esta- 
blished Church as the Catholics, though alarm for themselves 
made them take a sudden turn during the rebellion. The 
Church is sinking every day, and no exertion is made to save 
it. Without strong aid it cannot stand ; and if it should fall, 
as I think it must if the Catholic question should be cai’ried 
as proposed, I fear English influence, English connection, 
and the Union, will go witli it. It is idle to taUc of giving 
the Catholic priests salaries, which must be given by Parlia- 
ment, and saying that you do not give the Catholic religion an 
estahlishment. But this is not all. Depend upon it, the 
salaries will come out of the income of the Established Church. 
Be assured that that is the plan (whatever A. may fancy to 
the contrary), and that the diminution of the income of the 
Church is as much the object with some, as the permanent 
establislmient of the Catholic priests is the object with otlicrs. 

I hear it said that the Popish bishops, &c. arc ^adverse to the 
measure : I doubt their sincerity ; but if they are sincere, it 
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is because they think their own craft in clanger. J acobinism 
is at the bottom of the whole, and will overturn everything 
at last, if not powerfully resisted and counteracted; and 
when the rebound shall happen, for it will happen as it has 
hapiDened in France, the Catholic will be the only religion 
which will recover on the rebound ; for the rebound will be 
the effect of physical force, which is not with the Established 
Church, but with the Catholics. Excuse this long declai-ation 
against measures which I dread, and which I have no doubt 
W’dl soon be proposed, and fear will be carried. 

“ Adieu, my dear Lord Chancellor, 

And believe me ever, 

“ Faithfully yours, 

Redesdale.” 

Lord Lcdcsdale to Lord Eldon. — (Extract.) 

My dear Lord, “ Ely Place, Dublin, Nov. 2nd, 1803. 

“ Knowing the state of things in England as well as in 
this country, and observing how few there are whose minds 
are above the bias of little interests or passions, and how 
much fewer there are who are sufficiently informed to judge 
sanely, especially of this country, — how many there are at 
the same time, high in rank, in talents, in acquirements, 
ready to indulge personal resentments at the expense of every 
more worthy consideration, — it is impossible not to be most 
anxious for the event of the succeeding months ; for, as to 
years, they may almost be thrown out of the measure of time, 
— months, short months, produce such wonderful changes. 
The fate of this country depends, in my opinion, wholly on 
the English here and in Great Britain ; on theirviewing the 
subject coolly and firmly, and acting with becoming resolu- 
tion and spirit. The sphit of the Roman Catholics in this 
country calls itself Irish, separates itself equally from Great 
Britain, and from English or Britons, and calls, by the appel- 
lation of Englishmen or Saxons, not only the inhabitants of 
Great Britain, but all the Protestants in Ireland. The 
struggle at this moment is, in truth, Avhether the Protestants 
shall remain in their possessions, or the Roman Catholics 
shall become the sole possessors of Ireland. By Protestants, 
VOL. I. EE 
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Lord RedesdaJe to Lord Eldon. — (^Extract.) 

“Ely Place, Dublin, July 19 th, 1802 . 

* * * * -s « 

‘ ^0^ liave truly said that if Irish job is permitted to get 
into English councils, the Union will ruin England. You 
never made a more just or more important observation. lYe 
are gone, if the spirit of Irish job is not completely j)ut out of 
countenance. 

^ ^ * 

“ Lord Cornwallis and Lord Castlereagh are both pledged, 
as they say, to the Catholics : and I feel that the former 
struggle has only produced delay, and that the measure will 
be carried in a worse way than that in which it was originally 
proposed. Since I have been here, I have, I think, gained 
at least so mucli knowledge of the country as to be able to form 
some opinion on the subject; andithink it clear, that Lord Corn- 
wallis was very ill informed, and judged very ill in a variety 
of instances. Lord Castlereagh was very young, very ill sup- 
ported, and alarmed at the failure of the first proposal of Union. 
His family are considered as a sort of head of the dissenters; 
and he has a strong bias, from education and habits, towards 
that body of men, who are to the full as hostile to the Esta- 
blished Church as the Catholics, though alarm for themselves 
made them take a sudden turn during the rebellion. The 
Church is sinking every day, and no exertion is made to save 
it. Without strong aid it cannot stand ; and if it should fall, 
as I think it must if the Catholic question should be carried 
as proposed, I fear English influence, English connection, 
and the Union, will go with it. It is idle to talk of giving 
the Catholic priests salaries, which must be given by Parlia- 
ment, and saying that you do not give the Catholic religion an 
establishment. But this is not all. Depend upon it, the 
salaries will come out of the income of the Established Churcli. 
Be assured that that is the plan (whatever A. may fancy to 
the contrary), and that the diminution of the income of the 
Church is as much the object with some, as the permanent 
establishment of the Catholic priests is the object with others. 

I hear it said that the Popish bishops, &c. are adverse to the 
measure; I doubt their sincerity; but if they are sincere, it 
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Lord Redesdalc to Lord Eldon, — (Extract.) 

“Ai-drin, .alifts KUmand, Mai’cli 23rd, 1804. 

V' 

'' I believe I have more than once told you that I thinlc the 
Protestants, if not betrayed by their Government, are the 
strongest, though certainly not the most numerous. But if 
they shall apprehend treachery in their Government, each man 
will be endeavouring to outrun his neighbour in submission to 

the ruling powers. Sueh is the character of the Irish.” 

« # * * « «- 

Lord Redesdalc to Lord Eldon. — (Extract.) 

“ Ardidn, itlarcli 26tlj, 1804. 

^ ^ 

forfeitures in this country are the true source of all 
its misery. They ha-v^e produced that uncertainty of title, 
and still more of possession, which has rendered the people so 
savage. I believe there has been much injustice in many of 
the forfeitures, and more in the manner in which they have 
been enforced. But this injustice is magnified, in the minds 
of the suffeiing families, to a pitch of exti'avagance ; and 
when many, very many, are labouiing for hire in the fields of 
their ancestors, and repeating to each other at every stroke of 
their work, ^ Those who joay us ought to be the labourers, 
and we the masters,’ can it be surprising that discontent lui’ks 
perpetually in their minds ? But is this a discontent spring- 
ing from religion? No ; its origin is worldly, and religion is 
only used to work it into action, for the sake of those who 
hope to gain by it. Would the making every concession 
which has been asked on the score of religion, even the dividing 
the tithes with their pastors, remove this discontent ? It would 
not touch it. It would only give additional power to those 
who nourish the discontent. Nothing but restoi’ation of the 

forfeited lands would do this.” 

•*-****» 
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Lord Redesdale to Lord Eldon. — (Extract.) 

“ Ardrin, May IStli, 1804 . 

The English Government is particularly weak and pre- 
carious, because the Roman Catholic church is not only the 
avowed rival of the Established Church, but pretends a more 
ancient and superior title to the Establishment, the present 
possessors of which it treats as usurpers. When the Stuart 
family had interest and consequence, every one felt danger 
from the Pretender. It would have been thought an extra- 
ordinary measure to have suffered the old Pretender to have 
lived in London, attended with all his adherents, paying him 
all the obedience and all the honours of a King, obeying his 
laws, and refusing obedience to those sanctioned by George 
the First, or George the Second. Could the Pretender have 
so maintained himself in London from 1715 to 1745, what 
would have been the danger in 1745 ? Yet such is precisely 
the state of the Roman Catholic church in Ireland. 

The whole body of Roman Catholics, ranged under the 
priests of their respective parishes, and these again subor- 
dinate to their archdeacons, deans and chapters, bishops, and 
archbishops, compose a formidable army, ready at all moments 
to seize on what they deem their rights, in which the laity 
include the forfeited lands, the titles to which they have pre- 
served, or affect to have preserved, clear and regular. Had 
the Pretender had an army so arranged in England, residing 
himself in England, with a regular staff colonels, lieutenant- 
colonels, majors, captains, subalterns, and privates, all regu- 
larly and constantly disciplined to arms, used to know and 
obey their superior officers, and connected as completely as the 
regular army of the state, surely the Government would in 
1745 have been in the utmost danger,” 



CHANCELLOR ELDON. 


437 


CHAPTER XIX. 
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C031B1KATI0N OF PARTIES AGAINST IIR. ADDINGTON. — NEGOTIATION 

THROUGH LORD ELDON AVITH JIR. PITT. LETTER FROM THE 

QUEEN. LETTERS OF THE lONG AND MR. PITT, AND PERSONAL 

CO^DIUNICATIONS BETM-EEN MR. PITT AND LORD ELDON ABOUT 
THE FOR3LVTION OF A NEB' MINISTRY. — LORD ELDON’S EXPLA- 
NATIONS OP HIS OAVN SHARE IN THESE TRANSACTIONS. LETTER 

FROJI THE lONG ON THE COJIPLETION OF THE JHNISTRY. PO- 

LITICAL CHAIUVCTER OP SIR. ADDINGTON. 

The situation of ]\Iinisters was now most jierplexing. 
The thickening difficulties of Irish affairs and of the 
new war, and the talents and activity of the many- 
headed Opposition in both Houses of Parliament, gave 
plain warning that the Kmg’s Government must be 
strengthened without delay. But this was matter of 
no easy accomplishment. The parties, of which Mr. 
Fox and Lord Grenville were respectively at the head, 
entertained opinions too decidedly at variance with 
the views of the Ministers to leave any reasonable 
hope of co-operation from either of those quarters ; 
and Mr. Pitt, who had been favourable to the Govern- 
ment of Mr. Addington in its outset, had by degrees 
become, first indifferent to it, then disinclined, and at 
last almost as adverse as Mr. Fox and Lord Grenville 
themselves. The forces of'these three leaders now 
acted in formidable union against the Ministry ; and 
the public were wrought into the expectation that a 
Government would soon be formed, on a broad basis, 
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comprehending all the abilities of the various political 
sections. j\Ii. Addington, feeling the inadequacy of 
his own strength to cope with these powers, and the 
indisposition of the country to support him in such a 
sti uggle, would willingly have made way for a more 
efficient Ministry, if such a Ministry could have been 
constructed ; but, in addition to the difficulty pro- 
duced by the discordant nature of the materials, there 
was this further obstacle, that the state of the King’s 
mind, though not sufficiently disordered to incajia- 
citate him from the transaction of common business, 
ivas yet much too unsettled to admit the deliberation 
necessary for effecting a change in the councils of 
the country. Meanwliile, however, as is indicated by 
the following note, some overtures appear to have 
been made to Mr. Pitt by or through the Lord Chan- 
cellor. 


Jff?'. Pitt to Lord Eldon. 

" York Place, Tuesday Niglit, 

My dear Lord, “ March 20tli, (1804). 

Mr. Scott was so good as to give Bie your note fins 
evening in the House of Commons ; I am very glad to accept 
your invitation for Saturday, as, Avhatever may be the result 
of our conversation, I think the sooner we hold it the bettei. 
The state of public affairs malces it imjiossible that the pre- 
sent suspense should last very long, and nothing can give me 
more satisfaction than to put you confidentially in full pos- 
session of all the sentiments and opinions by wliich my con- 
duct will be regulated. Believe me, my dear Lord, 

Yours very sincerely, 

« W. Pitt.” 

A confidential note from the Queen, in the following 

* The present Earl’s father, then member for Borougbbndge. 
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month, seems to indicate some embarrassment arising 
from the state of the King’s mind : — 

My Lord, 

“ Something ha-sdng occurred last night which I wish to 
communicate to you, I take advantage of your promise, to 
apply to you when under any difficulty, and beg to sec you 
for a moment in case you call at the Queen’s House this 
mornmg before you go in to the King. 

Charlotte.” 

“ Q.H. April 14tli, 1804.” 


Whether from an mifavourable change in the King’s 
health, or from some other cause not distinctly appa- 
rent, the negotiation Avith Mr. Pitt seems to have been 
for some tune interrupted. On the 22nd of April, 
however, he writes thus to the Chancellor : — 


Blr. Pitt to Lord Eldon. 

“ York Place, 

“ My dear Lord, “ Sunday, April 22nd, 1804. 

“ Under the present peculiar circumstances, I trust yom' 
Lordship wiU. forgive my taking the liberty of requesting you 
to take charge of the enclosed letter to the King. Its object 
is to convey to his Majesty, as a mark of respect, a previous 
intimation of the sentiments which I may find it necessary to 
avow in Parliament, and at the same time an assurance, with 
respect to my own personal intentions, which I might perhaps 
not be justified in offering uncalled for, under any other cir- 
cumstances, but which you will see my motive for not with- 
holding at present. I certainly feel very anxious that this 
letter should be put into his Majesty’s hands, if it can with 
propriety, before the discussion of to-morrow * ; but having 
no means of forming myself any sufficient judgment on that 
point, my wish is to refer it entirely to your Lordship’s dis- 

* On nil'. Fox’s announced motion respecting tlie defence of the 
country. 
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cretion, being fully persuaded tbat, you will feel the import- 
ance of making the communication with as little delay as the 
nature of the case will admit. I shall enclose my letter un- 
sealed for your inspectiouj knowing that you will allow me 
in doing so' to request, that you will not communicate its 
contents to any one but the Eng himself. I am the more 
anxious that you should see what I have written, because I 
cannot think of asking you to undertake to be the bearer of a 
letter, expressing sentiments so adverse to the Government 
with which you are acting, without giving you the previous 
opportunity of knowing in what manner those sentiments are 
stated. 

“ Believe me, with great truth and regard, 

“ My dear Lord, 

“ Faithfully and sincerely yom*s, 

W. Pitt.” 


Mr. Pin to Lord Eldon. 

“ York Place, 

“ My dear Lord, “ Sunday Night, April 22nd, 1804. 

I have no hesitation in availing myself of your per- 
mission, to return into your hands my letter to the King. 
My wish is to leave it entirely to your discretion, whether it 
can with pi’opriety be delivered before t])e debate to-morrow. 
If not, I anxiously wish that it should be known to his 
Majesty in due time, that it was deposited with you in order 
that it should be so delivered, if you should judge tliat it 
could with propriety. I am, my dear Lord, 

“ Faithfully and sincerely yours, 

« ^Y. Pitt.” 

On Monday, April 23rd, the King was, in the judg- 
ment of his Ministers, sufficiently recovered to fireside 
at a Council; and the attempt to remodel the Govern- 
ment seems to have been immediately resumed, through 
the agency of the Lord Chancellor, on whom alone, in 
a matter where the personal intervention of Mr. Ad- 
dington was necessarily out of the question, the King 
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inclined to rely. From tlie following note, addressed 
by Mr. Pitt to tlie Chancellor, it appears tliat before 
the end of the month the negotiations were in fair 
train: — 


“ Yovl: Plncc, 

« l\Iy dear Lord, “ Sunday, April 20(1., 1804. 

" I am very much obliged to you for your letter, and must, 
feel great satisfaction in learning the manner in •which the 
assurances contained in my letter were received. I shall be 
at home till half past t-wo to-day, and afterwards from live to 
six, and any time before two lo-movrow, if yon should find 
occasion to call here. Or, if you should prefer seeing me at 
any other hour or at your house, you will have the goodness 
to let me know, and I shall be at 3*om* commands. 

‘‘ I am, my dear Lord, 

Sincerely and faithfully yours, 

“ Pjtt.” 

On the 30th of April, when the order of the day 
was read in the House of Lords, for the Jtlarqhis of 
Stafford’s motion respecting the defence of the coun- 
try, Lord Hawkesbury, then Secretary for Foreign 
Affairs and leader of the Government in that House, 
requested the mover to postpone the subject, for 
reasons which he said were of the highest importance, 
but of so delicate and peculiar a nature that he could 
not, consistently -with his duty, explain them then. 
But he could assure their Lordshij)s, on the pledge of 
his own personal character, both as a Minister and as 
a Lord of Parliament, that they were of such a land 
as he was certain would induce the Noble ]\Iarquis, 
if they were made known, to acquiesce in the request 
for postponement, — a request, which, under similar 
circumstances, had never been refused. Lord Stafford 
intimated his assent; but some discussion arose, in 
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tliG course of Tvliicli tlie Lord Cliaiicellor expressed 
liis opinion in favour of the proposed tiostponement, 
and his own feelings upon the matters connected with 
it, saying emphatically, 

“I am determined to fulfil, as long as I have a drop of 
blood in mj veins, my duty to his Majesty and the country, 
— for these terms, my Lords, mean the same thing ; to do 
my duty to his Majesty is to do my duty to the country, and 
to perform my duty to the country is to perform my duty to 
my Sovereign. Upon my most awful sense of what I think 
my duty to both, my conduct has been, is, and ever shall be, 
regulated ; and this paramount consideration now induces me 
to join in recommending the Noble Marquis, as far as the 
opinion of an humble indiUdual may be deserving of attention, 
to postj)one his motion.” 

After some warm debate, the motion was adjourned. 
On the same evening, this adjournment hatdng be- 
come knotvii in the House of Commons and alluded 
to by Mr. Fox, the Chancellor of the Excliequer, Mr. 
Addington, declared that the same considerations 
which had rendered it expedient to postpone the 
motion in the other House applied also to several 
matters which were pending in this; and those mat- 
ters were postjioned accordingly. 

3f?'. Pitt to Lord Eldon. 

“ York Place, 

“ Wedncsclay, May 2nd, 1804, 

“ My dear Lord, “ Three quarters past 1 r. m. 

I enclose a letter addressed to you, which I shall be mucit 
obliged to you if you will lay before his jMajesty. I am 
sorry not to have been able to make it shorter, or to send it 
vou sooner. As I think it may probably find you at the 
Court of Chancery, I whb at the same time that I send it, 
ride down to jSli*. Hose’s, at Palace Yard, in order that I may 
be easily within your reach, if anything should ansc on 
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wlilcli you may wish to see me i)efoi'C you go to the Queen s 
House. If you should not he at the Court of Clianccry, I 
shall order my letter to be carried to your house, unless my 
servant should learn where it can be delivered to you sooner. 

Ever, my dear Lord, 

‘‘ Yours very sincerely, 

Pitt.” 


“ Lord Chancellor.” 


]\Ir. Pitt’s return to power was far from being per- 
sonally desired by his ilajesty, who seems to ha'N'c 
submitted to it only as matter of necessity. The 
Royal ear, for some time accustomed to the mild and 
deferential key of Mr. Addington, was somewhat pain- 
fulty startled by the loftier tone of I^Ir. Pitt ; and under 
the irritation of an illness not yet completely dissipated, 
tliis comparative dissatisfaction was more than usually 
excited. A note from the King, animadverting upon 
the enclosure in j\Ir. Pitt’s letter to the Chancellor of 
2nd May, will show how unwillingly his Majest}’’ con- 
templated the re-instatement of its author. 

King George III. to Lord Eldon. 

* “ Queen’s Palace, 

“ Slay Sill, 1804, 19 minutes past G r. m. 

The Bang is much pleased with his excellent Chancellor’s 
note : he doubts much whether hir. Pitt wiU, after weighing 
the contents of the paper delivered this day to him by Lord 
Eldon, choose to have a personal interview with his Majesty; 
but whether he will not rather prepare another essay, con- 
taining as many empty words and little information, as the 
one he had before transmitted. 

" His Majesty will, with great pleasure, receive the Lord 
Chancellor to-morrow between ten and eleven, the time he 
himself has proposed. ■ 


George R.” 
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Although the force of circumstances prevailed to 
' effect the King’s acceptance of Mr. Pitt himself, it 
was in vain that Mr. Pitt attempted to open the way 
for Mr. Pox as his colleague. Against the admission 
of the latter statesman into his councils, the King 
was immovably resolute ; and Lord Grenville and his 
friends, whose co-operation Mr. Pitt was authorised 
to invite, declined to form part of a Government thus 
constructed upon what Lord Grenville termed “ a 
principle of exclusion.” Meanwhile the Lord Chan- 
cellor, actuated at once by his attachment to the King 
whose personal feelings were deeply interested in these 
changes, and by a sense of the public inconveniences 
which, in the peculiar state of the King’s mind, would 
follow from any hasty or forced composition of a new 
Ministry, had been successfully employing his influ- 
ence in the House of Peei’s, to gain, on behalf of his 
Majesty, the time required for due dehberation and 
arrangement. The negotiations being still incomplete 
on the 7th of May, which was the day aj^pointed for 
the postponed motion of Lord Stafford, the Lord 
Chancellor then requested a still further postpone- 
ment, saying, 

" It is within my own Imowledge that circumstances have 
now passed^' wliich make the discussion of the Noble Itlar- 
“ quis’s motion more unseasonable and more inexpedient, at 
the present time, than at any former period proposed for its 
“ consideration.” 

To this suggestion Lord Stafford and tlie House 
acceded without debate : it being by that time gene- 
rally understood that the arrangements for the j\linis- 
try were in an advanced state. 
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Mr. Pitt, -wlio Avas now- in personal coimnnnication 
with the King, was accustomed, after any interview 
with his Majesty, to inform the Chancellor of the 
general result. The notes next subjoined bring down 
the negotiations to their successful close: — 

“ York Place, 

My dear Lord, “ Tuesday, May 8th, 1804. 

“ I shall be much obliged to you if you cau send me a 
single line to let me know what accounts you have from the 
Queen’s House this morning. I shall be very desirous of 
seeing you in the course of the day, and will endeavour either 
to find you near the House of Lords between four and five, 
or win call on you in the evening. It will, probably, be 
desirable that I should see the King again to-morrow. 

Ever, my dear Lord, - 

“ Sincerely j^ours, 

« Mh P.» 

“ York Place, 

“ My dear Lord, “ Wednesday Night, ]\Iay 9th, 1804. 

“ I have had another Interview to-day, not quite, I am 
sorry to say, so satisfactory as that of Monday. I do not 
think there was anything positively wrong, but there was 
a hurry of spirits, and an excessive love of talking, which 
showed that either the airing of this moi’ning, or the seeing 
so many persons, and conversing so much during these three 
days, has rather tended to disturb. The only inference I 
draw from this observation is, that too much caution cannot 
be used in still keeping exei-tion of all sorts, and particularly 
conversation, within reasonable limits. If that caution 
can be sufficiently adhered to, I have no doubt that every- 
thing win go well ; and there is certainly nothing in what I 
have observed, that would, in the smallest degree, justify post- 
poning any of the steps that are in progress towards arrange- 
ment. I am, therefore, to attend again at two to-morrow, 
for the purpose of receiving the Seals, which Mr. A. will have 
received notice from his Majesty to bring. If I should not 
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meet you tliere, I uuU endeavour to see you afterwards at 
the House of Lords. 

I am, my dear Lord, 

Ever sincerely yours, 

W. Pitt.” 

In accordance with the expectation expressed in 
the last note, the seals of office were delivered to 
Mr. Pitt on the following morning, the 10th of May 
1804. His Administration, when completed, was found 
to involve much less of change than had been gene- 
rally expected; the only members of the Cabinet who 
retired with Mr. Addington being Mr. Yorke, .Earl St. 
Vincent, and Lord Hobart; and the members who 
came in with Mr. Pitt being Lord Harrowby, Lord 
Melville, and Lord Camden, with the addition of • 
Lord Mulgrave, whose predecessor, in the duchy of 
Lancaster, had not held a seat in the Cabinet. 

Of Lord Eldon’s share in this arrangement, and of 
the circumstances under which he was induced to 
retain the Chancellorshij), he has himself, in his Anec- 
dote Book, left this memorandum : — 

“ When Mr. Addington went out of office, and Mr. 
Pitt succeeded him, the King was just recovered from 
mental indisposition. He ordered me to go to Mr. 
Pitt with his commands for Mr. Pitt to attend him. 

I went to him, to Baker Street or York Place, to 
deliver those commands. I found him at brealcfast. • 
After some little conversation he said, as the King 
was pleased to command his attendance with a view 
to forming a new Administration, -he hoj)cd I had not 
given any turn to the King’s mind which could affiect 
any proposition he might have to make to his Majesty 
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upon tliat subject.* I was extreinelj!' hurt by this. 
I assured him I had not; that I considered myself as 
a gentleman bringing to a gentleman a message from 
a King ; and that I should have acted more unwortliily 
than I believed mj^self capable of acting, if I had given 
any opinion upon what might be right to liis Majesty. 
Mr. Pitt went with me in mj’’ carriage to Bucldnglinm 
House, and, when we arrived there, he asked me if I 
was sure his j\Iajesty was well enougli to sec him. 
I asked him whether he thought that I should have 
brought him such a message if I had any doubt upon 
that, and observed that it was fortunately much about 
the hour when the phj^sicians called ; and, it turning 
out that they were in the house, I said he might see 
them in an adjoining room. He asked me to go -with 
him into that room. After what had passed, I said 
I should not do so, and that it was fit that he should 
judge for himself, and that I should be absent. Pie 
then left me, and, after being with the physicians a 
considerable time, he returned, and said he was quite 
satisfied with their report, and expressed his astonish- 
ment at what he had heard from them ; that he had 
learnt, he thought from unquestionable authority, only 
the day before, that I never had seen the King but in 
the presence of the doctors or doctor who attended 
him on account of his mental health. He intimated 
that this was intelligence which had come from 

^ This inquiry seems to have suggested itself in consequence of 
an opinion strongly expressed by Lord Eldon to Mr. Pitt, against 
the association of h'lr. Pox in the Ministry which Mr. Pitt w'as 
about to receive the King’s commands for constructing. See the 
letter of Lord Eldon to Lord Melville, of January 1807. 
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C 11 House,' and wliicli lie had noiv learned was 
utterly devoid of truth.* 

“ He was soon after introduced to the King, and he 
remained with his Majesty a considerable time. IJjDon 

his return he said he found the King jierfectly well, 

that he had expressed his full consent to Lord Gren- 
ville s being a part of the new Administration, but 
that all his endeavours to prevail upon his Majesty to 
consent to Mr. Fox also being a member of it had 
been urged in vain in the course of a long interview 
and conversation. It is well known that Mr. Pitt 
was obliged to form an Administration without either. 
After Mr. Pitt had formed the rest of his Admmis- 
tration, he conversed with me as to remaining Chan- 
cellor. I told him that I must first know whether 
he had any reason to believe that it had been neces- 
sary to ask me whether I had given any turn to the 
King’s mind that could affect any proposition he had 
to make to the King. He said, that when he left his 
Majesty he was convinced that nothing had jiassed 
between his Majesty and me relative to the formation 
of an Administration, as to any person who should 
or should not form a part of it j and that, if I desired 
it, he would give me a wiltten declaration, in any 
terms which would be satisfactory, that he had no 

* This Carlton House report about tlie presence of the plij-sicians 
was disproved bj Lord Eldon’s ample and distinct explanation of the 
whole matter to the House of Loi’ds, on the 28tii of Januarj, 1811, 
when the physicians were living, who could have been exanjincd to 
contradict liira had contradiction been possible. Lord Broiigliain, 
being doubtless unaware of that direct rcfutatiov, has taiccn the 
supposed circumstances of the Chancellor's communication with the 
Edng, as a text for some constitutional strictures, in tlie second 
series of his- “Historical Sketches of Statesmen,” 1839, pages 55 
to 57. 
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reason to tliink tliat I had in any way influenced his 
Majesty’s mind. I told him that what he had said 
was enough.” 

The following additional particulars are from a 
letter of Lord Eldon to Mr. Perceval, of which the 
draft is extant in Lord Eldon’s hand-writing. It is 
undated ; hut was obviously wiitten on the occasion 
of the difficulties which arose in 1810 and 1811, out 
of the King’s relapse : and it recapitulated some of the 
circumstances which occurred during the malady of 
1804, in these words : — 

Mr. Pitt Avas introduced to his Majesty, — they had a 
long conversation, — he came out, and the j)hysicians re- 
memher it, not only satisfied, but much surprised with the 
King’s ability, — he said he had never so baffled him in any 
conversation he had had with him in his life. He then went 
to Lord Grenville, I believe, — and, as I understood him, the 
King did not object to Lord Grenville, but did object to Mr. 
Fox. Lord Grenville, I understood, therefore declined: and 
I recolleet Mr. Pitt saying, with some indignation, he would 
teach that proud man, that, in the serAUce and Avith the confi- 
denee of the King, he eould do Avithout liim, though he thought 
liis health sueh, that it might cost him his life. No objection 
was made^ to coming in, on account of the King's health — that 
teas quite unobjectionable, if the objection to Mr. Fox could be 
got over. I recollect Mr. Pitt saying, he never saw the King, 
when he Avould more willingly have taken his opinion about 
the most important of all subjects, peace or Avar. 

The succeeding letter from the King is a striking 
testimony to Lord Eldon’s upright and loyal conduct 
throughout these difficult negotiations : — 

King George III. to Lord Eldon. 

“ Queen’s Palace, May 18th, 1804. 

“ 5 m. pt. 10 A. M. 

“ The King having signed the Commission for giving his 
, * By Lord GrenAulle, on that occasion. 
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Koyal Assent, returns it to Ms excellent Lord Chancellor, 
whose conduct he most thoroughly approves. His Majesty 
feels the difficulties he has had, both political, and personally 
to the King ; but the uprightness of Lord Eldon’s mind, and 
Ms attachment to the King, have borne him' with credit and 
honour, and (what the King knows will not be without its 
due weight) with the approbation of Ms Sovereign, through 
an unpleasant labyrinth. 

The King saw Mr. Addington yesterday. 

* ^ -S ?¥■ -jf 

Mr. Addington spoke with Ms former warmth of friendship 
for the Lord Chancellor ; he seems to require quiet, as Ms 
mind is perplexed between returning affection for Mr. Pitt, 
and great soreness at the contemptuous treatment he met 
with, the end of the last Session, from one he had ever looked 
upon as Ms private friend. This makes the Eliug resolved to 
keep them for some time asunder. 

George E.” 

Mr. Addington, wlio, for one and twenty years 
before his death in the month of February 1844, had 
been withdrawn from the more active duties of 
political life, has left the reputation rather of a 
sensible and amiable man, than of an able states- 
man. His faculties were hardly those which are ex- 
pected in a Minister, directing the Government, and 
leading the House of Commons. He wanted grasp of 
mind for great occasions and great positions ; nor did 
he possess those powers of debate, by which the de- 
fect of more essential endowments has sometimes been 
supplied or concealed. He headed no party among 
the people ; and his chief strength lay in the personal ' 
favour of George HI., who liked him for his respect- 
ful demeanour and gentle disposition, and placed him 
at the head of the section of the House of Commons 
then known under the denomination of “ Hie Kings^ 
Friends.” Their adhesion was not to liis :\rajosly’s 
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Government, but to bis Majesty’s person: whenever 
the King changed his Ministers, or differed from 
them, that fl 3 dng squadron took up a corresponding 
position : Mr. Pitt, when he returned to Office, soon 
found it necessary to conciliate the King by renewing 
his alliance mth Mr. Addington, who, in January 
1805, was created Yiscount Sidmouth and appointed 
President of the Council. It was probably at the 
King’s desire, that on the formation of the Whig 
Ministry, in 1806, he took office with men whose sen- 
timents were so little in unison with his o^vn ; and he 
afterwards rejoined his old allies, with whom, as 
Secretary of State for the Home Department, he con- 
tinued to be associated until his final retirement from 
political business. In his administration of that office, 
which he held from 1812 to 1822, during times of 
great excitement and even disturbance, he displayed 
courage and firmness, well tempered by a humane 
and equable mind ; and showed that his merits, if not 
suited for the loftiest station in cabinet or debate, 
were such as to fit him for useful and imj)ortant du- 
ties, and to ensure him an honourable place in the 
respect and regard of his colleagues. His private 
fortune being moderate, he accepted, and for some time 
retained, a pension for his services in the state ; but, 
when placed in affluence by the addition of a large 
income which accrued to his lady upon the death of 
her father Lord Stowell, he relinquished, with a 
becoming liberality, the provision which, in other 
circumstances, he had very fairly considered himself 
entitled to enjoy. 


F F 2 
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CHAPTER XX. 

1804. 


king’s indisposition : letters op the duke of YORK AND jm, 

PITT : RECOVERY OP, AND LETTER PROJI, THE KING APPLI- 

CATION IN VERSE FOR A LIATNG. — ^AYLESBURY CONSTITUENCY BILL. 

LETTERS FROM THE KING. LORD CHANCELLOR’S SPEECHES, 

ON SLAVE TRADE ABOLITION AND INSOLVENT DEBTORS’ BILLS. — 
OVERTURES OF THE PRINCE OF WALES FOR A RECONCHIATION 
WITH THE king: LETTERS OF THE PRINCE, QUEEN, AND KING: 
LORD chancellor’s INTERWEW with the PRINCE. — MARRIAGE 
OF LORD ELDON’s ELDEST SON WITH SHSS RIDLEY: LETTER OP 
LORD ELDON TO LADY RIDLEY. — JHSS BRIDGE OP WEOBLY. — 
LETTER OP MR. MOISES TO LORD ELDON, AND OF LORD ELDON 
TO raSS F. L. FARRER. 

Mr. Pitt was very soon to struggle with some of the 
same perplexities which had disquieted his predeces- 
sor, on the subject of the King’s mental health. The 
two following letters show the painfully uncertain 
state of it about the end of May, and the confidence 
placed in Lord Eldon both by the Koyal Family and 
by the first Minister. 

The Duke of York to Lord Eldon. 

My dear Lord, “ Horse Guards, May 25th, 1804. 

« Having missed the jileasure of seeing your Lordsliip to- 
day as I had intended, I trust tliat you will excuse my 
troubling you with this letter, to put you in mind of the 
necessity of speaking as early as possible to his Majesty upon 
the propriety of the Queen’s keeping his birthday at St. 
James’s; as, if it is not announced in the Gazette to-morrow 
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night, persons who mean to appear at the drawing-room will 
not have time to prepare their dresses. I am afraid, from 
what I have heard, that things were not comfortable at the 
Queen’s house this morning, and wish that you would inquire 
of Sir Francis Millman and Dr. Sunmonds before you go in 
to the King, as he seems to dwell much upon the illegality 
of his confinement, and is not aware of the dreadful conse- 
quences which may attend him if any unfortunate circum- 
stance can be brought forward in Parliament. 

“ Believe me ever, 

“ My dear Lord, 

“ Yours most sincerely, 

“ Frederick.” 

“ Bromley Hall, Saturday evening, 

“ My dear Lord, “ May 26tli, 1804. 

“ As I was leaving town this evening I learned (in a 
way on which I can entirely depend) some circumstances of 
a conversation in one of the audiences on Thursday, which 
seem very alarming. The topics treated of were such, as did 
not at all arise out of any view (right or wrong) of the actual 
state of things, but referred to plans of foreign politics, that 
could only be creatures of an imagination heated and disor- 
dered. This part of the discourse, however, though com- 
menced with great eagerness, was not long dwelt on, and in 
the remainder there Avas nothing in substance Avrong. This 
information has been given me, as you may imagine, in strict 
confidence ; but I desired and received permission to commu- 
nicate it to you, and to mention it to Dr. S — . I Avill tell 
you the name of my informant when I see you, and you Avill 
probably not find it difficult to guess him in the mean time. 
There is nothing A^ery material to be knoAvn as to the parti- 
culars (as far as it strikes me) except that they related to 
plans, political and military, about the Netherlands. 1 men- 
tion thus much now, because it may enable you to learn from 
Dr. S. AAdicther anything has before passed on this point. 
I AYould haA’^c cndeaA’^oured to see you in toAAm to-morrow 
morning, but I understand you Avill be setting out early to 
Windsor. On your return, cither that evening or ^Monday 
morning, I shall be A'cry anxious to sec you at any hour that 
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suits you bestj and will beg you to send to Downing Street 
to let me know. 

“ Ever, my dear Lord, 

Sincerely yours, 

W. Pitt.” 

Phe approliensions tlius expressed were, however, 
speedily allayed by the returning tranquillity of the 
King. His next-inserted letter, written within a 
fortnight of the foregoing note, evinces, once more, 
an entire self-possession, and exemplifies, strildngly, 
that' conscientious attachment of George III. to the 
religious and civil institutions of his country, which 
has left his memory in high and almost enthusiastic 
esteem among the worthiest classes of the British 
people. 


/fmy George HI. to Lord Eldon. 

“ Queen’s Palace, June 8tli, 1804. 

The King, on returning from his walk in the garden, 
has found the Lord Chancellor’s note, accompanied by the 
titles of the three Bills wherein the property of the Crown is 
affected. 

‘‘ His Majesty fully authorises his most excellent Lord 
Eldon to give his consent to the House of Lords proceeding 
with these Bills, and in particular approves of the one for 
laying open Westminster Abbey to Palace Yai’d. Wliatever 
makes the people more accustomed to view cathedrals must 
raise their veneration for the Established Church. The King 
Avill with equal pleasure eonsent, when it is proposed, to tlic 
jDurchasing and pulling down the west side of Bridge Street 
and the houses fronting Westminster Hall; as it will he 
opening to the traveller that ancient pile, which is the scat of 
administration of the best laws, and the most uprigJjtly ad- 
ministered ; and if the pcoifie really valued the religion and 
laws of this blessed country, wc should stand on a rock that 
no time could destroy. 

« Geokgk B.” 
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It inny now amuse tlic voatlcr to turn for a moment 
from aflairs of state, and glance at the Chancellor 
in more private juirsuits. About the latter jiart of 
May, lie received a paper, of wliich the following is u 
copy : — 


]:XTEM 1‘OUK A nulIKSS 

TO THE EIGHT UONOUllAULE THE EOEU CUAXCEET.OH, 

Written l)y tni luinpry fine cure Pardon, from liis liumhle iipnrlincnt, No. £. 

Clirvrlotle Street, Pimlico, on the evening of Whit-Smulny, 120th IMny, ISOl. 

Ilcnv, generous lawyer ! lienr my ]>raycr, 

Xor let my freedom make you stare. 

In hailing yon, Jack Scott I 
Tho* now upon the woolsack jdaced, 

"With wealth, with power, with title gniccd, 

07 ?cc, nearer wtis our lot. 

Say, hy what name the hapless hard 
i\Iav best, attract your kind regai-d. 

Plain Jack ? — Sir John ? — or Eldon ? 

Give, froin your ample store of giving, 

A starving jiricst some little living, — 

The world will cry out, ‘‘ IVcll done !” 

In vain, without a patron’s aid, 

I’ve pray’d and preach’d, and preach’d and prtiy’d, — 
Aj^i^laudcd, hut ill-fed. 

Such vain eclat let others shave : 

Alas, I cannot feed on air, 

I ask not praise, but bread. 

You’ll siu’e allow — ’tis most provoking 
To see roast, boil’d, and. dainties smoking, 

Fools, knaves, and jugglers carving: 

While learning, almost x^roved a curse, 

With hungry tln-oat and empty purse, 

On Hebrew roots is starvino-, 

C 

F F 4 



456 


LIFE OF LOED 


’Twere better sure, if many a father 
Would make his son a cobbler rather 
Than needy learning give ; 

Since all the learning gain’d at college 
Cannot impart that needful knowledge. 
The knowledge Aow to livey 

Jbor me, unless hard fate’s obduracy, 
Kelenting, grant me some snug curacy, 
No more my gown I’ll use : 

The care of human souls declining, 
Prebend’s, for cobbler’s, stall resigning, 
I’ll mend the soles of shoes. 


Yet, scarcely forty winters past, 

’Twere hard to see me at my last, 

An awful warning giving ! 

Such sad reverse, good Lord ! forbid it ; 

Save me, and let me say ijou did it,” 

On whom depends my living. 

L. H. H. 


From whom this petition proceeded, the Chancellor 
was at a loss even to conjecture ; but, as it was his 
frequent custom, after the day’s business in Court, 
to refresh himself tvith a walk, he turned liis steps, 


on the first day when he happened to have leisure, 
toward the place from which the verses were dated, 
with a view to discover the author. He found in 
Charlotte Street, Pimlico, three houses numbered 2. ; 
but at none of them was any clergyman resident. 
Miss Ridley, Lady Eldon’s niece, who relates the 
story, adds, in a letter to the present Earl, 1 nm 
sure his kind heart was disappointed, not to find an 
object to relieve.” After all, l.owevcr, tln,t piece o 
poetry turned out to be .a mere jeu d esprit, 

L by Mr. Scott, his oldest son, “ m conscqncnco, 
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adds ]Miss Ridlej^, “ of a conversation vdiich had 
taken place at Lord Eldon’s dinner-table, on the dif- 
ficulty of swearing to hand-writing, which, from the 
same person, often varied materially. Lord Eldon 
said (and I am prett}^ sure I said the same), that lie 
would never be mistaken in 3'Our father’s vTiting ; 
upon which jmur father said, that Lord Eldon might 
some da}’’ or another see it without recognising it. — 
A short time afterwards the two-penny post conve^’-ed 
to Bedford Square those lines, with which your grand- 
father was highly delighted. Your father confessed 
to me, and, I believe, to his fatlicr, that lie had in 
this manner made tlie experiment of disguising liis 
hand'-writing, to confirm his observation 'that it miglit 
be seen mthout detection.” 

The month of June ushered a Bill into the House 
of Lords, which had passed the Commons in spite of 
the opposition of such men as Sir W. Grant, Mr. Eox, 
Mr. Windham, and J\Ir. Perceval, for reconstructing 
the constituency of the Borough of Ajdesbury. Some 
of the electors having been guilty of bribery, it was 
proposed by this Bill to swamp the whole franchise, 
and let in all the forty-shilling freeholders of the three 
hundreds of Aylesbury to vote in the future elections 
of Members for that borough. Lord Eldon was a 
strenuous opponent of such legislation : — 

He said, tliat if the principle of the Bill had been justifiable, 
the change ought not to have been confined to a single borough; 
but even had it been general, he should have opposed it, as 
contrary to the best views of the constitution, and founded 
on idle and theoretical notions of reform. For an evil Idee 
that alleged to exist at Aylesbury, the common law provided 
a suflicient remedy. He was no enemy to real reform ; but 
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he ttouH ever oppose that whidy under the semblance of 
reform, committed injustice. Tiie effect of this measure 
would be, not onlj to diminish the value of the franchise 
bj multiplying its possessors, but to confound the innocent 
with the guilty. 

These arguments, urged in the debates of the 6th 
and 15th of June, were unavailing, however, to defeat 
the Bill, which passed into law, and became the 
60th chapter of 44 George III. 

The 29th of June is the date of a land note from 
the King, who, in congratulating the Chancellor on 
the then approaching marriage of his eldest son, falls 
into the error (and it is one of a nature very unusual 
with his Majesty) of mis-stating a proper name. 

ICmy George III. to Lord Eldon. 

“ Kei7, June 29th, 1S04. 

SO m. past 7 a. m. 

The King has this moming received the Lord Chan- 
cellor’s note, with the list of Bills now ready for the Boyal 
Assent, as also the Commission for passing them,* which 
having signed, he returns them, with many congratulations 
on the near approach of IMr. Eldon’s nui^tials — if the law- 
yers are vdlling to finish the wwitings, — but decisioji and 
despatch seem not to be qualities much Icnown, in that dan- 
gerous science when practised, though noble one in tlveoiy. 

^ « Geoege E.” 


Eing George III. to Lord Eldon. 

“ Kew, .Time 30tli, 180-1. 

“ — in. past — A. M. 

^‘The King easily conceives, that, unless the House of 
Commons can be taught the utility of liaving more forecast, 
and consequently bringing in Bills earlier in the course of tho 
Sessions, the present evil of occasioning much 
Kttle decent deliberation in the House of Lords. But, in 


^ Sic in orig. 
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triitbj part of this must inevitably be laid, this year, to the 
door of the King’s long, tedious, and never-ending conline- 
nient, -which has thrown innch perplexity in every quarter, 
but wliich he is resolved, with the protection of Divine Pro- 
vidence, carefully to avoid in future. His j\'Iajcsty saw, yes- 
terday afternoon, hir. Pitt, and was much ideased with the 
appearance of his health, and his good spirits at the great 
success in the House of Lords, and total dereliction of the 
motley Opposition. l\Ir. Pitt brings in his proposals, for 
exonerating the Civil List, and the provision for the King’s 
five daughters ; of wliich the King gave them information 
last night, and saw, ivith the higlicst satisfaction, their aftec- 
tionate gratitude. 

“ George P.” 

The Slave-trade-abolition Bill which, at the end of 
June, had passed the House of Commons and been 
read a first time in the House of Lords, .stood for a 
second reading in their Lordships’ House on the 3rd 
of July, when Lord Hawkesbury moved, on account 
of the then advanced period of the Session, that it 
should be read a second time on that day three 
■ months. 

The Lord Chancellor said he did not recollect to have ever 
given a vote on this subject. But he thought it fair to those 
whose property would be ruinously affected by the Bill, to 
take time for deliberation, and asked of their Lordsliips to 
exercise theh humanity and justice, not on partial, but upon 
comprehensive principles. 

Lord Hawkesbury’ s motion was carried, and the 
Bill was consequently lost for that Session. 

On the subject of an Insolvent Debtors’ Bill, of 
which the commitment was moved on the 24th of 
July, 

The Chancellor reprobated the false humanity and real 
injustice which these measures so often involved. They 
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were made effeetual instruments of clucanery and swindling, 
until creditors were reduced by them to the situation of 

debtors, and compelled to seek the refuge of such legislation 
for themselves. 

' 31st, prorogued Parliament in 

person. 

The differences between his Majesty and the Prince 
of Wales, which had long been a source of much un- 
happiness in the Eoyal family, were beginning to 
occupy a good deal of the time of the Lord Chan- 
cellor. He enjoyed the unlimited confidence,- personal 
as well as political, of the King and Queen, and upon 
his strong sense and kindly manners the Queen seems 
to have built a hope of reconciliation between the 
father and his son, for some time wholly estranged 
from one another. The way had been opened by the 
following letter : — 

The Prince of Wales to Queen Charlotte. 

My dearest Mother, “ Carlton House, July 4tb, 1804. 

It is impossible for me, when so many embarrassing cir- 
cumstances surround us, to refrain longer from assuring you 
of my undiminished and unalterable tenderness. Believe me 
that I deeply regret the not having it in my power to do that 
in person.; for, independent of what I suffer from such a cruel 
privation, as the being separated from you and my sisters, I 
lament heavily the not paying ray duty to the King. Were 
this allowed me, I should fly to throw myself at the King’s 
feet, and offer to him the testimony of my ever-unvarying 
attachment. I have long grieved that misrepresentations have 
estranged his hlajcsty’s mind from me ; and the most anxious 
wish of my heart is for the opportunity of dispelling that 
coldness. Every consideration renders this disfanco mo.-^t 
severely painful. My first object is the gratification of the 
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feelings of affection, leaving all else to tlie spontaneous dic- 
tates of my father’s kindness; and, if any public view can 
mingle with this sentiment, it is the incalculable importance 
to his Majesty and to the country, of the whole Koyal 
Family appearing united in a moment so awful as the 
present. 

I am ever, my dearest Mother, 

“ Your dutiful and affectionate Son, 

George P.” 

Her Majesty’s answer was in these words: — 

“ My dearest Son, “ Ke-w, July 4tla, 1804.- 

I have this instant received, through the hands of Lady 
Aylesbmy, your most affectionate, and, I may say, most 
joyful letter. I am anxious to acquaint the King with the 
contents, which I will do at the first opportunity, assuring 
you that I shall not be belfind hand to seize that moment, for 
which I have so long anxiously prayed, and I trust will be the 
means of again uniting our too long separated Family, in 
which event no one has suffered more than. 

My dearest Son, 

Your most affectionate Mother and Friend, 

“ Charlotte. 

I cannot say more at present, being in such an hurry.” 

A more formal overture was made on the Prince’s 
part, in a letter to the Lord Chancellor from Lord 
Moira, who was authorised on that occasion to signify 
his Loyal Highness’s earnest wish, that the Princess 
Charlotte should be placed under the direction of the 
King, her grandfather, if that should be his Majesty’s 
inclination. Lord Moira’s letter appears to have been 
dated 17th of July 1804, but is not among those 
preserved by Lord Chancellor Eldon. 
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King George III. to Lord Eldon. 

“ Kew, July ISth, 1S04. 

“ 10 m. past 4 F. sr. 

The Ejng has this instant received the Lord Chancellor’s 
note^ enclosing the one from the Earl of Moira. Un- 
doubtedly the Prince of Wales’s making the offer of having 
the dear little Charlotte’s education and principles attended 
to, is the best earnest he can give of returning to a sense of 
what he owes to his father, and indeed to his country, and 
may, to a degree, mollify the feelings of an injured father ; 
but it will require some reflection before the King can answer 
how soon he can bring himself to receive the publisher of his 
letters.* So much he can add at present, that if he takes 
the superintendence of his grand-daughter, he does not mean 
to destroy the rights of the mother; that thci’efore the 
Princess of Wales, whose injuides deserve the utmost atten- 
tion of the King, as her own conduct has proved irreproach- 
able, and the attention f to what sum the Prince is to pay 
for the maintenance of the child, though any thing which 
exceeds what he receives on that head from the public, must 
undoubtedly be exonerated by the King. 

To-morrow the Recorder makes his report at two. The 
King wishes, prior to that, to see the Lord Chancellor. 

George R.” 

King George III. to Lord Eldon. 

“Windsor, Aug. 20tli, 1804. 

“ Thouah the King trusts his excellent Lord Chancellor 
felt himself authorised on Satmxlay to acquaint tlic Prince of 
Wales, that in consequence of what the Earl of hloira has 
been authorised to express, his Majesty is willing to receive 
the Prince of Wales on Wednesday at Kcav, provided no 
explanation or excuses are attempted to be made by the 
Prince of Wales, but that it is merely to be a visit of 
civility, as any retrospect could but oblige the ICing to utter 
truths, winch, instead of healing, must widen the present 

* Eeferring perhaps to tlie corrcspoiulencc on flic I’rince’s ofli'i- 
of military service. —Ann. Ecg. 1803, pp. 564. ?cc. 

-j- Sic in orig. 
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breaclij — liis Majesty will have the Queen, Prineesses, and 
at least, of his sons, the Duke of Cambridge, present on the 
oceasion ; the Lord Chancellor is to fix on twelve o’clock for 
the hour of the Prince of Wales’s coming to Kew. The 
King cannot conclude without expressing his earnest wishes 
that the union to take place on Wednesday in the Scott 
family, may prove a source of happiness to them, as liis 
Majesty must ever be a sharer in any event that may add to 
the domestic felicity of his Lord Chancellor. 

“ Ceoege E.” 

King George III. to Lord Eldon. 

“ Windsor, Aug. 20tli, 1804. 

“ The King received, yesterday evening, the Lord Chan- 
cellor’s answer to the letter wrote that morning, and this 
instant, the one notifying that the Prince of Wales will be at 
Kew at the appointed hour. 

“ His Majesty takes tlfis opportunity of communicating 
the letter he wrote to the Princess of Wales, and her answer; 
and has only to add, that in the interview he had yesterday 
at Kew with the Princess, her whole conduct and lang-uag-e 
gave the greatest satisfaction. She will entirely be guided 
by the King, who has directed her to state whatever she 
pleases to the Lord Chancellor, as the person alone to be 
trusted by her in any difficult occasions that may arise. She 
is deserving of eVery attention, and therefore strongly recom- 
mended by the King to his Lord Chancellor. The Earl of 
Lartmouth, in her family arrangements, is also to be con- 
sulted. 

“ The Lord Chancellor is desired to return these letters. 

Geoege K.” 


Before tlie appointed time, however, the Prince, as 
the Chancellor related to the present Lord Eldon, 
changed his mind, and desired the Chancellor to tell 
the King he wonld not go. The Chancellor ventured 
an expostulation ; to which the Prince replied, “ Sir, 
who gave you authority to advise me ?” Lord Eldon 
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expressed his regret that he had offended his Eoyal 
Highness in doing so ; “ but then, Sir,” continued he, 

I am his Majesty’s Chancellor, and it is for me to 
judge what messages I ought to take to his Majesty: 
your Koyal Highness must send some other messenger 
with that communication : I -vviH not take it.” 

- It may be inferred, however, from the next letter, 
that the Prince afterwards employed the more deco- 
rous plea of indisposition, as his excuse for not waiting 
upon his Majesty: — 

King George III. to Lord Eldon. 

“ Kew, August 22nd, 1804. 

“ 10 m. past 1 p.M, 

‘‘ The King, soon after his aiTival here with the Queen and 
his daughters, found the Dukes of Kent -and Cambridge, 
since which, the Lord Chancellor’s letter has been brought 
by a servant of the Prince of Wales. The King authorises 
the Lord Chancellor to express to the Prince of Wales his 
sorrow at his being unwell ; that in consequence of this, liis 
Majesty will postpone his interview witli tlie Prince of Wales 
until his return from Weymouth; and then, as was now 
intended, it will be in presence of his Family at Kc’w, of 
which the Lord Chancellor will be empowered to give due 
notice to the Prince of Wales. 

“ George K.” 

The time now app>roached for the union, alluded to 
in the King’s notes of the 29th of June and 20th 
of August, as about to take place between the 
Chancellor’s eldest son, the Honourable John Scott, 
and Henrietta Elizabeth, daughter of Sir hlatthew 
Wliite Ridley, Bart., of Blagdon, in Northumberland. 
’The following letter from Lord Eldon to LadjHlidley 
appears to have been written shortly before the wed- 
ding:— 
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Deal* Lady irullcy, 

As Lady Eldon’s secretary, I express her obligations lo 
yon for your kind note ; for myself, allow me to acknow- 
ledge my own. The King very graciously told me to deliver 
a message to her that she had made me a chancellor, and 
that I should have made mvsclf but a curate. So yon see 
liow little credit we males have for all onr exertions, and how 
much you ladies run away with. Lnt I must not lie mor- 
tified with the truth. It is a very considerable addition to her 
achievements, that she has enabled me also to entitle m3’sclf to 
the expressions of good opinion which your letter contains ; I 
am so fond of them, that I allow myself pcrhajxs too rcadil}’’ to 
believe that I deserve them. A thousand thanks to you for 
3’'Oxir postscript which brings me 3Iiss T>'s hrs/ love : were I 
again but just arrived at the jmars of discretion, and nobody 
could be at liberty to suspect me of loving her but for herself, 
i. c. in other words, if she was about as ])oor as I then was, I 
am tempted to think that I might use her so ill as to tell her 
that, if she pleased, we would struggle together through five- 
and-twenty such years as I have gone through : — which 
assure her, I would not do to attjiin any earthly object, short 
of the comfort of convincing a person, whom I much loved, 
that, if I prevailed upon her to act very foolishly for my sake, 
there -jvas nothing which I would not endure for hers. 

With warm regards to all the familj’-, 

Believe me yours truly, 

« Eldon.” 

The nuptials of Mr. Scott witli Miss Ridley were 
celebrated on Wednesday, tlie 22d of August 1804, 
in the church, of St. Maiylebone, London. 

It will be remembered that, in 1783, when Lord 
Eldon, then Mr. John Scott, first became a candidate 
for the borough of Weobly, he was received and 
lodged in the house of Mr. Bridge, the vicar, who, 
having a daughter then a young child, took a jocular 
promise from him, that if he should ever become 
Chancellor, and the little girl’s husband should be a 
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clergyman, the Chancellor -would give that clergyman 
a hving. hlow comes the sequel, partly related by 
Lord Eldon himself to Mrs. Forster. After telling 
her of the original promise, he proceeds : “ Years 
rolled on, — I came into office : when one morning I 
was told a young lady wished to spealc to me ; and 
I said that young ladies must he attended to, so they 
" must show her up. And up came a very pretty 
young lady, and she curtsied, and simpered, and said 
she thought I could not recollect her. I answered I 
certainly did not, but perhaps she could recall herself 
to my memory; so she asked if I remembered the 
clergyman at Weobly, and his little girl to whom I 
had made a promise. ‘ Oh, yes ! ’ I said, ‘ I do, and 
I suppose you are the little girl?’ She curtsied, and 
said, ‘ Yes.’ ‘ And I suppose you are married to a 
clergyman?’ ‘ No,’ she said, and she blushed, ‘ I 
am only to he married to one, if you, my Lord, 
will give him a living.’ Well, I told Iier to come 
back in a few days ; and I made inquiries to ascertain 
from the bishop of the diocese, that the gentleman 
she was going to be married to was a respectable 
clergyman of the Church of England; and then I 
looked at my list, and found I actually liad a ffiung 
vacant that I could give him. So when the young 
lady came back I told her slie miglit return home and 
get married as fast as she liked, for her intended lius- 
band should be presented to a living, and I would 
send the papers as soon as they could be made out. 

‘ Oh, no ! ’ she exclaimed, and again she siinperecl, 
and blushed, and curtsied ; ‘ pray, my Lord, let me 
take them back myself.’ I was a good deal amused : 
so I actually had the papers made out, and I signed 
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them, and she took them hack licrself the folloAving 
day. Is it not remarkahlc tlint I should have gh'^en 
that promise in early life, and that it should actually 
have been fulfilled?” 

In one or two particulars, Lord Eldon’s memory of 
this little incident seems to have been inaccurate; 
but they arc of no importance to the point of the 
story. The fact turns out to be, that the young 
lady’s application to him was not generally for a 
living, but for ihc living of Stanton-upon-Arrow, in 
Herefordshire. A couple of months before, she had 
wi’itten him the following letter, which was found 
among his papers : — 

‘‘ jSIy Lord, “ "Wenljly, July Otli, 1804. 

I hope 3 "oii will excuse the libcily I take in addressing 
you, and also reminding j’ou of a promise yon did me the 
honour of making, in favour of the Kcv. Thomas Jones of 
Weohly, in case the living of Stanton-upon-Arrow should 
become vacant and you had the disposal of it. The present 
incumbent, ]\Ir. Guest, is now extremely ill, having had two 
or three paralytic strokes, and his decease expected every 
day. I hope jmu will pardon my mentioning the above, 
which I should uot have done but from fear that it might 
in so long a time have escaped your recollection, as there is 
no doubt ^mu will have many applications for the living, 
though it is a very small one. 

“ I am, with the greatest respect, 

“ My Lord, 

“ Your Lordship’s 

“ Most grateful and most obedient servant, 

“ Sophia Bridge.” 

An old female servant, who lived with Mr. Guest, 
and afterwards with Mr. and Mrs. Jones, relates that 
when Mr. Guest was drawing toward his end in 1804, 

G G 2 
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a person was kept in waiting to carry tlie intelligence 
of his death to Miss Bridge. The event happened on 
the evening of Friday, the 14th of September. Either 
on the Saturday, or on the Monday, Miss Bridge 
started for London, and there it was that she got 
access to the Chancellor ; not without gi’eat resistance 
on the part of his servants, from whom, however, 
she would take no denial ; and she returned into 
Herefordshire, bringing back with her the presentation 
for Mr. Jones, who was in actual possession of the 
living before the month was out. 

It might well be supposed that the marriage now 
took place immediately; but Mr. Jones, having se- 
cured the living, exhibited a lukewarmness which 
contrasts very uncreditably with the activity, enthu- 
siasm, and devotedness of his benefactress. The old 
servant relates, that the marriage did not take place 
till more than two years afterwards, and that many 
supposed it never would. At length, however, it 
was solemnised, by the Rev. Jonathan Williams ; whose 
daughter’s husband, in a letter to a friend of his, has 
corroborated the story of the bridegroom’s backward- 
ness, relating that “Jones would have jilted the lad}*-, 
but was shamed into the fulfilment of his engagement 
by the friends and relations of both parties.” Tiic 
same letter, after stating that the wedding took place 
at Stanton, adds, “ Miss Bridge, vntli her party, 
arrived there from Hereford in a post-cliaise. S/^<? 
refused, hoioever, to enter the parsonage-house until she 
did so as his wifef^ 

The whole history — the energy of the journey 
to London, the mortified but yet enduring attach- 
ment, the womanly spirit that withheld her from 
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enteriog, but as its mistress, tbe bouse wliicb sbe 
bad gained and given to its ungrateful occupant — 
all these tilings leave a bigb impression of tbis lady’s 
character. Surviving her husband, and being left in 
indigent circumstances, sbe again bethought her of 
her early patron : “ and then,” says the same letter, 
“ she applied to Lord Eldon, to obtain for her an 
admission into a recently instituted establishment, 
near Bath, for the support, maintenance, comfort, 
and benefit of the widows of clergymen and others.” 
Lord Eldon not only complied with her request, 
but sent her money to defray the expenses of her 
removal. 

It win be remembered that Lord Eldon, after 
having, on his accession to the Great Seal, ap- 
pointed Mr. Moises to be one of his own Chap- 
lains, took an early occasion to offer him some 
more solid preferment, which Mr. Moises, with the 
utmost gratitude and respect, decfined, on account 
of his advanced age. Lord Eldon, wishing to give 
his worthy preceptor an opportunity for reconsider- 
ing this resolution, now offered him another benefice, 
together with some advancement for both his sons. 
The consistent and venerable old man returned an 
answer, which, however quaint and ungainly in point 
of style, is good evidence of his high principle and 
sincere piety : — 

“ Newcastle, Sept. 29th, 1804. 

“ My dearest Lord, and generous Patron, 

“ Never have I been upon any occasion so much at a loss 
for words to express the vivacity of iny feelings, as at tliis 
moment. It hath been my destiny, through the whole of my 
life, not to have many calls of gratitude to any other than 

G G 3 



470 


LIEE OF LOED 


your Lordsliij) ; indeed, no favours beyond mutual civilities 
have been received by me, excepting from yourself ; nor is 
this spoken with the least regret or in accents of complaint ; 
for I could never have supported myself under the weight of 
any solid obligation, unless I might have indulged to bound- 
less respect and esteem, with credit from the distinguished 
worth of the benefactor: and it is this individual chcum- 
stance, which has rendered your repeated remembrances of 
me so exquisitely relishing. 

The benefice, your Lordship is so good to offer, would have 
been most acceptable to me, if I had possessed strength to 
discharge its sacred duties with effect. I am this day, only 
within a few months of closing my 83d year, and of com’se 
begin to experience the approach of infirmities, not visible to 
others because not complained of, but which I feel myself. 

My son WilKam most gratefully will exchange his rec- 
tory of Yelling for the vicarage of Felton, because it will 
give him a handsome establishment in his native county, and 
at the same time free him from the painful consciousness of 
non-residence. For now he will have easy opportunities of 
knowing his people and inspecting their manners. 

Hugh has been passing a few days at WaUington, and 
returns on Monday ; when he shall do himself the honour of 
addressing his duty and thanks to his liberal benefactor. 
The young man is, I believe, heai’tlly tired of the insipidity, 
the uselessness, the insignificance, of a college life without 
employment; and his prospects of preferment from thence 
are so distant and so dim, that I cannot but suppose lie wiU 
rejoice in being settled in a reputable incumbency by the 
very highest and most respectable patronage. But I have 
strangely forgot myself by wiiting so long a letter, and yet I 
must entreat that my most respectful compliments be tendered 
Lady Eldon, and that she be assured that I often recollect 
my early acquaintance with much satisfaction. 

“ And now, my good Lord, from a heart burning Avith 
gratitude, veneration, and love, allow me to profess mysell 
your Lordship’s for ever obliged, most dutiful Chaplain and 
Seiwaut, 

“ Hugh IMoisus.’' 
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Toward tlie close of the autumn, the Chancellor 
appears to have paid a visit to their Majesties at 
Weymouth. On his road back he met the Miss 
Farrers travelling thither, and the carriages of both 
parties were halted for the exchange of a little con- 
versation. He made this incident the subject of a 
lively letter to one of them a few weeks afterwards. 

Lord Eldon to Miss Frances L.'Farrer. — (Extracts.) 

(About December, 1804.) 

I hope you have all been well since I had the little con- 
versation with you on the King’s liighway. I think his 
Majesty would have given me his gracious pardon, if I had 
robbed Mrs. Farrer of both of you. Our meeting was a most 
sweet incident in a dull journey ; but such is the strange con- 
stitution of such a being as I am, that, the moment I lost 
sight of you, instead of being grateful for the happmess I had 
had, the ray of cheerfulness, which I had seen during our 
short intercourse, increased, by the contrast, the dull scene 
which a long solo in my own company presented to me. I 
hope you all liked Weymouth much; only remember another 

year to come there the day before I leave it. 

* * « * # 

This place is all run mad about young Koscius, and this 
little boy is said to be the very greatest man that ever trod 
the boards of old Drury or Covent Garden. In short, there 
is such a rage about him, that I can’t find that there is a 
young lady in London, who would not abandon for ever the 
dearest idol of her heart, if he presumed to doubt whether 
this little fellow is not monstrous great.” 


G G 4 



472 


LIFE OF LORD 


CHAPTER XXL 

1804, 1805. 


EDUCATION OF THE PRINCESS CHARLOTTE, AND DIFFERENCES OF 
THE KING AND PRINCE OP WADES RESPECTING IT : THEIR LET- 
TERS : BDEMORANDA AND LETTERS OF THE LORD CHANCELLOR, 

MR. PITT, AND LORD MOIRA. ENDEATOURS OF BIR. PITT TO 

STRENGTHEN THE MINISTRY: LETTERS OF THE KING AND THE 

DUKE OF KENT. HABEAS CORPUS IN IRELAND. LORD ELDON 

AT CARDS. UNIYERSITY-COLLEGE CLUB. 

The meeting appointed between the King and the 
Prince having, by reason of the Prince’s alleged in- 
disposition, been deferred till the return of their 
Majesties from Weymouth at the close of the autumn, 
the King then renewed the appointment for an inter- 
view, the result of which he thus communicates to 
the Chancellor : — 

Azwy George HI. to Lord Eldon. 

“ Windsor C.astlo, Nov. IStii, 1804. 

“ The King is so sensible of the attachment to his person 
of his Lord ChanceUor, that lie thinks it right to acquaint 
him that the intervieiv yesterday at Kcw was eveiy way 
decent; and, as both pai-ties avoided any subjects but those of 
the most trifling kind, certainly it has done no harm, and 
leaves it to the Prince of lYalcs’s future conduct to show 
whether the sentiments tlic Earl of i\loini flatters himself to 
have found are genuine. 

“ Gnonon P,” 

On the subject of the same interview there, is a 
note from Mr. Pitt, to Lord Eldon, which Icat’es no 
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very favourable impression of some of tlie persons 
then admitted to the Prince’s confidence : 

“ Downing Street, Monday, i”past 6, 
My dear Lord, (Nov. 12th, 1804.) 

“ The account I have just had of the interview tallies in 
the main with that sent you ; but with the addition of great 
lamentations at having found the King so much hroken in all 
respects. I find great efibrts may be expected to be imme- 
diately made to prevent any further progress towards real 
reconciliation ; but still my informant thinks the disposition 
is favourable. Some particulars have been mentioned to me, 
which makes me think it material to remain within reach of 
further communication ; and I have, therefore, determined to 
give up my visit to my brother, and shall remain in town. 

“ Faithfully yours, 

“ W. Pitt.” 

The professed object of the Prince’s overture to 
the King, having been to place in his Majesty’s dis- 
posal the arrangements for the education of the 
Princess Charlotte, the foUowing paper, in the nature 
of an instruction for the Chancellor on this important 
matter, was inclosed to him in a note from the King, 
dated 22d November 1804 : — 

Enclosure. — The Prince of Wales having, through the 
Earl of Moira, expressed his wish that the education and care 
of the person of his daughter should be placed under the 
immediate inspection of the King, his Majesty is willing to 
take this charge on himself, and has prepared a house at 
Windsor for the reception of the Princess Charlotte. The 
sum now issued each quarter, out of his Majesty’s Civil List, 
for the maintenance and education of the young Princess, 
should in future be paid into the hands of the person who 
shall be named by the King, to defray those expenses ; and 
such .additional charges as may arise from the change of 
establishment' wiU be defrayed by the King. 
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“ His Majesty proposes to name a Bishop to superintend 
Princess Charlotte’s education, as it cannot be that alone of 
a female, but she, being the presumptive heir of the crown, 
must have one of a more extended nature. His hlajesty also 
thinks it desirable that the Bishop should fix on a proper 
clergyman to instruct the young Princess in religion and 
Latin, and daily to read prayers : that there should be another 
instructor for history, geography, belles lettres, and French ; 
and masters for writing, music, and dancing ; that the care 
and behaviour of the Princess should be entrusted to a 
governess ; and (as she must be both day and night under 
the care of responsible persons) that a sub-governess and 
assistant sub-governess should be named. 

“ These seem the necessary outlines, to form such a plan 
as may make so promising a child turn out, as it is the com- 
mon interest of the King and his family, and indeed the 
whole nation, eagerly to wish.” 

This paper was communicated, under date the 28d 
November, by the Chancellor, to the Prince, who was 
dissatisfied with it, and returned it to the Chancellor, 
desiring that he and Mr. Pitt would make certain ex- 
planations to the King. After several letters between 
the Prince and the Chancellor, the King’s disjfieasure 
against his son evinced itself in the foUovring note ; — 

George III. to Lord Eldon. 

“ Windsor Castle, Dec. iCtli, 1804. 

“ The King, though he has banished every spark of inlta- 
tion and impatience, from feeling truth and fair dealing is the 
honourable line to combat misappi-chcnsion, chicane, and un- 
tf’uth, has, with stoical indificrence, waited tlic am’s’al of some 
information from his Lord Chancellor. The letter before him 
states that at length the Earl of hloira is summoned to town, 
consequently, a quicker progress is soon to be c.vpcctcd. The 
King will certainly be at the Queen’s Palace on Wednesday, 
at two o’clock, when he trusts the Lord Clianccllor will biing 
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liim a copy of the Earl of Moira’s paper of last July, wherein 
it is expressly offered that the King should have the sole and 
exclusive care of the person and education of his dear Grand- 
daughter i to which the Lord Chancellor was authorised to 
declare that his hlajesty, in taking the superior direction, 
never intended to destroy the due inspection and parental 
rights of both parents. 

“ George E.” 

A good deal of correspondence took place in the 
course of the same month of December 1804, be- 
tween the Chancellor and Lord Moira, respecting the 
construction to be put on certain j)apers which had 
passed to and from the negotiating parties. “We 
shall not get on,” says Lord Moira, in a letter to the 
Chancellor, dated St. James’s Place, December 24th, 
1804, — 

“ unless your Lordsliip will apprize his Majesty what is the 
real pressure on the Pilnce’s mind. Out of a fitting delicacy, 
and from a wish to spare liis Majesty the unpleasant neces- 
sity of entering into the causes of his dissatisfactions, liis 
Eoyal Highness directed me only to specify as a condition, 
that Princess Charlotte was to be committed to the care of 
his Majesty exclusively * But I had the honour of explaining 
to you that this was meant to bar all interference on the part 
of the Princess of Wales. Most unfortunately there hap- 
pened, just at the moment when the arrangements were to be 
made, a more marked display of intercourse between his Ma- 
jesty and the Princess of Wales, than had taken place for a 
long time before. Whether this may have had relation to the 
establishment of the Princess Charlotte or not, is no matter. 
The public, arguing from appearances, so connects it ; and 
that is sufficient to rouse the Prince’s apprehension. Hence 
His Eoyal Highness laid particular stress on this point, that 

* The force of this word, as used in Lord Moira’s first letter of 
lYth July 1804, is much urged on the Prince’s side, throughout 
this correspondence. 
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Ii6 slioiild seem'" to be acting solely upon wbat he had under- 
stood to be the King^s wish. With this principle, ■ the pre- 
amble of the paper, dated 23d of November, did not agi-ee. 
The dilferences now existing may be easily remedied, by 
■ explanation ; but they will not be surmounted without it. I 
have, at the same time, the happiness to assure your L/ord- 
ship, that nothing can breathe more duty, or more ardent 
affection to the King, than every sentence I have heard from 
the Prince in the discussion of this subject. 

“ I have the honom*. 

My Lord, to be, with perfect respect, 

“ Your Lordship’s most obedient and very humble Servant, 

“ Moika.” 

The Right Plon. the Lord Chancellor.” 

The next two documents were found among the 
papers of Lord Eldon. The first is indorsed by him, 

“ M^"’. drawn at Mr. Pitt’s, not formally delivered over. 

“ 26th December 1804.’’ 

“The Prince’s notion is, that if the Princess of Wales 
shall appear to have interference in the original arrangement^ 
or shall have the Princess Charlotte subsequently under her 
guidance, his Royal Plighness will be liable to the misre- 
presentation, that the King has sought to take his daughter 
out of his hands upon some charge of neglect.” 

Memorandxim for the Lord Chancellor {prohablg -prepared hy 

Lord Moira). 

Dec. 2GtL, 1804. 

“ The point upon which the Prince rests is this : — That 
it is requisite the an’angement should be entirely betu'cen the 
King and him ; and that the Princess of Wales ought not to 


In a subsequent letter, 27th Dec. 1804, Lord Moira desired to 
substitute the word “appear,” lest the word “ seem ” should im[)ly 
that the Prince was “indiherent to the essential, provided tlie 
ostensible was secured.’' 



ClTANCKLLOll ]:UtOX. 


•'! ( I 

Imvc. or nppp.nr to huvo, any infcrforencc in i(. This, of 
course, is not nntlcrslood to nn'oet liis Majesty's pleasure, as to 
any comniunie^illon he may thinlc fit to make to the Princess. 
Tlic Prince, has not the most distant notion of preventing the 
Princess of 'Wales from liaving all the intercourse with Prin- 
cess Charlotte which her Poyal Highness has hitherto held ; 

* w 

nor docs his Poyal Highness oUjcct to her residence in the 
house jirejiarcd at M’indsor, in her occasional visits there, ]>ro- 
vided such residence he not so long as to countenance the 
idea wliich the Prince wishes to avoid.’’ 

JfrinorajKliintf Inf Lord Khhm. 

“ ‘ifitli Doconihc'r, ISO I, 

“At !Mr. Pitt's this morning two points were stated. 

“First, That the Prince wished to nominate the govciaior, 
governesses, &c. 

“ Secondly, As tothcl'rince's sending for Princess Charlotte 
to Carlton House. 

^Icmorandiun. The former of these points was mentioned 
also, and particularly by the Prince, at Carlton House this 
day, when Lord Moira and I waited upon him, the Prince 
having first stated that the Iving understood that he, the 
Prince, would not sec the Chancellor, Avhich he said was a 
strange fnhrication of the King, or a malicious suggestion of 
some other pcicon. He said he was advised that lie liad the 
right, and that it was his duty, to nominate governors, and 
mentioned Lord TJiurlow as of opinion, tliat the present 
twelve Judges would so hold : — that the ten, who held other- 
wise in 1717 were wrong: — that tlic preamble in the Poyal 
Marriage Act made no difici’cncc; (his Poyal Highness so 
stating, when I mentioned that I thought Lord G[\ was not 
always of the opinion now stated). I further said, that those 
who advised his Poyal Highness properly, would advise him 
as the Prince of Wales who might be King. That I appre- 
hended that nothing could be so mischievous as litigating a 
point of this kind ; that I was not aware that his Majesty had 
any such intention ; that, in the plan of education and in the 
.appointment of governors, ho Avished to pay due regard to 
both the parents; and that I conceived, if there Avas any 
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q^uestion upon the rights or his Koyal Highness "was so ad- 
vised, that the King, after communicating his intentions as 
to the persons to be nominated to liis Eoyal Highness, and 
taking along rrith him his concurrence, and fairly attending 
to all his objections, might nominate in such a way as that 
the transaction should leave the question of right exactly as 
it stood at this moment, neither admitting, nor denying, nor 
asserting, that it was either in the King or the Prince ; but 
that if this business ended, as it was to be hoped it woidd, 
upon the fact of the propositions that had passed, no question 
of right should be in any degree prejudiced or affected. 
The Prince stopped me, and said it was unnecessary to 
say more — it was quite right, or to that effect. 

In substance this was what passed, when Lord i\Ioira, 
Mr. Pitt, and myself conversed together in Downing Street. 

“ Upon the other point, not a word w'as said at Carlton 
House. At Mr. Pitt’s it was stated, both by Mr. Pitt and by 
myself, that we apprehended there could be no objection to 
the Prince’s sending for Princess Charlotte to Carlton House 
occasionally, her stay there being, in length of time, such as 
made her residence in the nature of a visit, and consistent, in 
that view of it, with her being under the King’s guidance. 
It was urged that the state of the King’s health might make 
a difference ; to wliich it was answered, that notliing could ]3e 
said or stipulated with reference to such a circumstance, for 
obvious reasons. 

The Prince, in his conversation to-day, was particularly 
anxious that he should be understood to be acting upon the 
King’s wish to have the care of the Prmccss, and that his 
conduct was regulated by a desire to consult his hlajcsly’s 
wishes, and not from the want of great anxiety to regulate 
this important matter himself.” 

In pursuance of the good understanding which had 
now been attained, the following paper was pre])arcd 
by Mr. Pitt and the Chancellor on the King’s behalf, 
and communicated to the Prince about the close of 
December : — 
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(l^nd of Doc. 1804.) 

“ His j\Injcst Vj in the paper which the Lord Chancellor coni- 
muniented by the King’s command on the 2.'lrd November lo 
the Prince, referred in the preamble to the Prince’s wish, 
exprc.sscd through the Earl of j\Ioii-a. That wish was ex- 
pressed in the Earl’s letter of the 17tli July last, in which 
the Lord Chancellor was requested to tender the Prince’s 
Innnblc duty to his I\Iajcsty, with the profcs.sion that, if it 
was his iSlajcsty’s inclination, nothing could be more highly 
gratifying to the I'rincc than to see the Princess Charlotte 
taken under the King’s special direction. 

His IMajesty, therefore, in the preamble of tlic paper, re- 
ferred to the wish which had been so communicated on the 
part of the Prince, and lias accordingly considered the com- 
niunication through the Earl of Afoim, as representing that 
the Prince wished to see the Princc.ss Cliarlottc taken under 
his jSIajcsty's special direction, in consequence of the Prince’s 
understanding that such was his Majesty’s wish and desire. 

The King repeats, what he ha.s before stated to the Lord 
Chancellor and iMi’. Pitt, and which he has been informed 
they represented to the Eaid of I\Ioira, that his IMajcsty re- 
garded the communication from the Prince, founded upon his 
desire to gratify what he understood to be the King’s wishes, 
as a step very acceptable to his IMajesty, and conformable to 
the sentiments of duty which the Prince had expressed. 

“ His IMajesty has uniformly stated, that, in his taking upon 
himself the care and management of the Princess Charlotte, 
he must be understood to do so in a sense consistent with all 
the attention due to each of the parents of the Princess. 

His meaning was to form the best plan he could for the 
education and governance of the Princess, and to refer that 
plan to the consideration of the Prince, and to make such 
communications respecting it to the Princess of Wales, as the 
nature of their respective relations to the Princess Charlotte 
seemed to require. It will be liis Majesty’s earnest desire to 
act according to this principle. 

“ His Majesty has great satisfaction in believing that there 
is reason to tliink, that the Prince is likely to concur in the 
measures proposed by his Majesty, if the misapprehensions 
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■which have been entertained are removed ; and he trusts that 
the explanations ■which have taken place may effectually re- 
move them. If that should happily be the case, liis Majesty 
will proceed to state, for the consideration of the Prince, the 
names of the persons, who may appear proper to fill the very 
important stations mentioned in his Majesty’s paper ; and as 
tliis measure originated and has been carried on in consequence 
of the Prince’s having expressed a wish to meet his Majesty’s 
inclination, it will be most satisfactory to the King that the 
arrangement should be completed upon the same footing, and 
that his Majesty’s choice should be made with the Prince’s 
entire concurrence.” 

The Prince’s answer to this document has not been 
found; but its purport appears from the follovdng 
letters of the King : — 

King George III. to Lord Eldon. — (Extract.) 

“ Windsor Castle, Jan. 5tl), 1805. 

The King received the Lord Chancellor’s note, accom- 
panying the paper of the Prince of Wales, intended as an 
answer to the one drawn up by the Lord Chancellor and Mr. 
Pitt ; which having met ■with his Majesty’s ajjprobation, lie 
sent a copy of it on the 3 1st of last month to be dehvered or 
sent by the Lord Chancellor to the Prince of Wales. His 
Majesty entirely joins in opinion ■^vith the Lord Chancellor 
and Mr. Pitt, that undoubtedly the paper contains expressions 
liable to observations ; but,’ if the King was to enter into 
sueh minute discussion, the main object might be retarded : 
and, as truth, and what he owes to his subjects, have alone 
dictated his conduct, provided right is effected, he Avill not 
stoop to cavilling on words, which is ever the path of those 
actuated by meaner sentiments. The King has therefore 
draAvn up a pa 2 oer this morning, which he trusts is consonant 
with the opinion contained in the Lord Chancellor’s note, 
which if the Lord Chancellor views in the same light, lie 
desires may be forwarded to the Prince of Wale.s. 
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The enclosure, contained in this note, is an authority 
from tlie King to the Chancellor, to acquaint the Prince 
mtli Ihs Majesty’s satisfaction at the Prince’s answer, 
and to inform his Royal Highness that the King will 
shortly transmit to him, for his consideration, the 
names of proper persons to undertake the care and 
instruction of the Princess Charlotte; “who,” adds 
Ins Majesty, 

has CTGiy gift from nature to render her capable of pro- 
fiting by that care and attention, which may render her in 
future an honour to her famiK, and a blessing to those, if it 
pleases the Ahnighty to preserve her life, who must, in a 
futine day, aclaiowledge her as their Sovereign.” 

The young Princess, thus consigned to the care of 
the King, presently became an object of great interest 
to liis Majesty, as Avill be seen from a few short ex- 
tracts of his letters to Lord Eldon ; — 

“ Windsor Castle, Feb. 25tli, 1805. 

It is quite charming to see the Princess and her child 
together, of wliich I have been since yesterday a witness ; 
and I must add that Lady de Clifford’s conduct is most pro- 
per, and will also be highly conducive to her meeting with 
my approbation. 

“ The Lord Chancellor’s business is full excuse for his non- 
appearance this evening ; but the King could not allow that 
any festivity should be under his roof to which the Lord 
Chancellor was not invited. 

“George R.” 


“ March 1st, 1805. 

# * 0 «- # * 

“ From what he has seen of his dear granddaughter, in 
the few days she has been there,* he doubts not but that, with 
h e proper attention of those now placed to superintend her 
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* At Windsor, 
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education, and the upright conduct, in all situations, of the 
governess who is to have the care of her, she will prove a 
blessmg to her relations, and an honour to her native countiy. 

^^Geokge E.” 

On all questions, however, relating to the Prince, 
the King’s letters to. the Chancellor, of which there 
are many more, continue to be of an uneasy character. 
4 bus, in directing the Chancellor to prepare an an- 
swer to a paper of instructions drafted by the Prince 
for the guidance of the persons entrusted with the 
Princess Charlotte’s education, the King describes 
that paper as a ‘‘very improper and unfair” one, 
and proceeds ; — 


“ Marcia lOtla, 1805. 

His Majesty must either have the whole care and super- 
intendance of tlie person and education of the Princess 
Charlotte, or entirely decline any interference or expense ; 
by this he in no means proposes to interfere with her wsiting 
both the Prince and Princess of Wales when they require it, 
and will for that piu’pose fix her tlie next winter at Kensington 
for that season, that the Prince and Princess may with less 
inconvenience visit her, or send for her at that season to their 
respective houses ; but Windsor will be her residence for the 
greatest part of the year, where she will have tlie advantage of 
excellent air, and a retired garden, which will enable her, quietly 
and with effect, to pursue her studies, which certainly ns yet 
have been but little attended to. The Lord Chancellor is 
desired to take a copy for the King of this returned paper 
of instructions, and prepare the paper to be transmitted to the 
Prince of Wales, who certainly means further chicane. 

Geokge E.” * 

* Note by tuu pbesekt Eaui.. — The letters from King 
Geort^e ITT ., from the commenceincnt, until JVjiril 1803, show fiut 
little "variation in lu's usual dear Iianclwritiiig : those sithy- 
quently written in his own haiul strongly indicate a pvogre<Mve 
loss of sight. The latest wliieh have lioen found among Lord 
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In point of manner, the Prince lias the advantage 
throughout these negotiations. He never foi’gets the 
respect due to his Father and Sovereign, though the 
King takes little pains to conceal his unfavourable 
opinion of his Son. The King -svas perhaps too harsh 
in his general tone toward the Prince ; and the 
Prince, upon every point with which his Consort 
was connected however remotely, was unjust and 
sensitive, even to soreness. Between these very 
adverse dispositions of the Sovereign and the Heir 
apparent, any mediator, less prudent and concilia- 
tory than Lord Eldon, would not only have per- 
plexed himself, hut probably lost the good opinion 
of both the contesting parties. It was his rare 
wisdom and fortune, in preserving the regard and 
esteem of the one, to lay^' a foundation for the last- 
ing friendship of the other. 

Mr. Pitt had been anxious to strengthen his Mi- 
nistry during the vacation, by individual reinforce- 
ments from the powerful ranks of the Opposition. 
But Lord Grenville, Lord Spencer, and Mr. Wind- 
ham, as well as the whole party under the direction 
of Mr. Fox, adhered immovably to their demand 
of a comprehensive Ministry; and to such an ar- 
rangement the King’s objection against Mr. Fox 
opposed obstacles altogether insurmountable. The 
only resource of Mr. Pitt was therefore to repair his 
ancient fellowship mth the minister whom he had 
displaced. Mr. Addington, in returning to office, 

Eldon’s papers are of tlie years 1809 and 1810; these are by the 
hand of a secretary, and have in autograph the signature only, 
written with extreme irregularity. 

* See hereafter a letter from the Prince to the Chancellor, dated 
8th May 1810. 
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would, botli by liis parliamentary connection, and by 
tliat personal favour of tlie Sovereign which lie was 
Imo'WTL peculiarly to enjoy, be likely to improve the 
position of the Government in some of its most im- 
portant relations : and accordingly, soon after Christ- 
mas, he was brought back into the Cabinet, as President 
of the Council, with the title of Viscount Sidmouth, 
accompanied by his friend the Earl of Bucldngham- 
shire as Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster. The 
new connection was not destined indeed to be of 
long duration ; but it gave an appearance of addi- 
tional force to the Ministry at the commencement of 
the session of 1805, which was opened on the 15th of 
J anuary by the King in' person. It is to this rein- 
forcement that the King seems to allude, in the 
following note to Lord Eldon, enclosing two letters 
which probably communicated the arrangement for 
the new alliance. 

“ Windsor Castle, Dec. 25tlj, 1804. 

The King, with many compliments on * the season, sends 
with infinite pleasure the two letters he has received this 
morning (from Lord Hawkesbnry aiid ]\Ir. Pitt) to his Dord 
Chancellor. This reconciliation will give case, and add much 
strength to his Majesty^ s Ad7ninistration, at which no man 
will more sincerely rejoice than the Lord Chancellor. 

“ George E.” 


The letter which follows, from the Duke of Kent, 
the father of Her present Majest}^, is also an assurance 
of support to the government of King George III., 
toward whom his Koyal Highness expresses his dutiful 
attachment, in the unaffected language of a loyal son 
and soldier. 


** Sic in orig. 



CmVNCELLOll ELDON. 


485 


The Duhe of Kent to Lord Eldon, 

“ Salurdny i\Iorning, Feb. 9fli, 1805. 

" My dear Lord, “■Kensington Palace. 

I'earful lest, your Lordsliip should, in the multiplicity of 
business, in which your time is so much engaged, forget what 
I did myself the pleasure of saying to you (rclati's'c to my 
attendance in Parliament) on the day when the session was 
opened, and from that cause, that I may at any time he ab- 
sent, when my presence would have been wished for liy his 
^Majesty’s Government, I now do myself the pleasure to ad- 
dress you these lines, in order to repeat my readiness to attend 
in the House of Peers, whenever your Lordship is so good 
as to send me the slightest direct intimation that my appear- 
ance is wished for. In doing this, I am anxious your Lord- 
ship should understand, that I am actuated by that principle 
I have ever professed, of supporting the King’s Government, 
and never takmg any part in political disputes, for which 
I have the utmost abhorrence, and indeed am less fit than 
any other member of our House, having never given my at- 
tention to any other pursuit but that of my own profession. 
The King is my object : to stand by him at all times, my first 
duty and my inclination ; and I think I cannot prove this more 
strongly, than by pledging myself, as I did when first I re- 
ceived my peerage spontaneously ^ always to support his servants, 
where my feeble voice could be of use. I have ever acted up 
to this profession, and I -ever xoill; but it is not my system to 
attend Parliament otherwise; therefore, I solicit to be in- 
formed by your Lordship, when I am wanted, that I may not 
then be absent. Having said this, I now beg leave to add, 
that, as the King remains at Windsor till Tuesday the 19th 
instant, it is my wish to be a couple of days wdth him in that 
time, and I therefore am anxious to learn from your Lordship 
if I shall be wanted in the course of the next week, and on 
tcliat days, so as not to be from here on such as you shall 
name. 

With a thousand apologies for this intrusion, and senti- 
ments of the highest regard and esteem, I remain, 

“ My dear Lord, ever yours 

“ Most faithfully and sincerely, 

“ Edward.” 
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The state of Ireland continuing to be full of dan- 
ger, it was deemed expedient still further to continue 
the suspension of the Habeas Corpus in that country. 
A bill for this purpose having passed the Commons, 
Lord Xing, on its arrival in the House of Lords, 
moved that an account should be given of the con- 
ditions upon which persons confined under the sus- 
pending act had from time to time obtained their 
discharge. This motion was withdrawn; hut Lord 
Grenville, on the 21st of February, when the second 
reading was moved, renewed the proposal mth this 
qualification, “ excej^t so far as the same may relate 
“ to informations respecting any traitorous proceed- 
“ ing.” Lord Hawkesbury objected to the principle 
of such a motion ; and, when it was further pressed 
by Lord Grenville, 

Lord Eldon said, that it would be better to Jet the Sus- 
pension Bill expire, than to acquiesce in Lord GrenwIIe’s 
suggestion ; and that there could be no safety in, nor any 
reasonable expectation of benefit from, the suspension, if such 
a condition were to be attached to it. 

The motion was negatived without a diHsion. 

Lord Xing moved in the House of Lords, on the 
8th of March, for a committee to consider of the 
military defence of the country. The scope of this 
motion was to censure the military measures of the 
late and of the present Ministers. Both Governments 
were defended by tlie Chancellor ; and the motion 
was negatived. 

“ The Chancellor’s constant attention to the busi- 
ness of his profession,” observes the present Earl, “ left 
him but little time for other occupations, especially for 
those of mere amusement. With the exccj>tion ol 
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wliist, (at wliicli, tliougli perhaps not very skilful, he 
was fond of playing in the country until a late period 
of his life,) he knew scarcely anything of card-playing, 
even of the most common and simple games. This 
led, on one occasion, to a rather laughable scene at 
the palace of King George III. The royal party were 
playing at commerce ; and, through Lord Eldon’s bad 
luck or bad play, he had soon forfeited his three lives. 
In perfect ignorance, however, that this catastrophe 
should have been the signal for his retiring from the 
contest. Lord Eldon kept his seat at the table and 
continued playing. At last Queen Charlotte, per- 
ceiving that all his counters were gone, suddenly 
addressed, him, — ‘ My Lord Chancellor, you are 
dead ? ’ Expostulation proving vain, and Lord Eldon, 
to his own diversion, and that of the company, 
being made to understand, that, though physically 
alive and well, he was metaphorically defunct, they 
proceeded in their game without his being farther 
allowed to join in it.”* 

But though Lord Eldon’s scanty leisure did not 
allow him, nor his tastes, which were wholly domestic, 
incline him, to partake the festivities or indulgences 
of general society, yet, among the dinner-clubs which 
were the fashion of that time, there was one in which 
Lord Eldon enrolled himself. This was the University" 
College Club. It had been founded in 1792, and con- 
sisted of contemporary members of that College, who 

* There is a precedent — not indeed of legal, but of poetical 
authority — for Lord Eldon’s perseverance in the contest after the 
loss of life : — 

“ colui, del colpo non accorto, 

Andava combattendo — ed era morto.” 

Orlando Innamorato, canto liii. otta'va lx. 
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dined together on the first Saturdays of Pehruary, 
March, April, and May, in each year, at what- would uow 
he called the early hour of half-past five. The place 
of meeting was the Crown and Anchor Tavern in the 
Strand. In May 1804, Sir William Scott being 
the President, a list of the members was engraven 
on a large sheet of paper, on which appear the names 
of Sir William Scott, Sir Robert Chambers, Sir 
William Jones, Lord Eldon, Mr. Windham, Sir Tho- 
mas Plumer, Lord Moira, and other men of high 
character and station. At the bottom are the words, 
“ Engraved by order of the Club, May 1804, as a 
“ memorial of their friendship : ” — at the head is a 
medaUion-bust of Alfred the Great, the fpunder of 
the College, having for its inscription, the words 
“ Alfredus fundator.” This medallion is flanlced 
by two short, columns of lettering, being a Latin 
panegyric on that prince, from the pen of Sir William 
Scott, in the following words : — 

Quisquis esj, 

Vel Libertatis amans, vel Literarum, 
lUius Vu’i Imaginein 
Piis suspice oculis, 

Qui Patriam, 

Peregilnis Hostibus afflictam, 

Domestica Morum feritate 
Et turpissimd simul ignorantia 
Laborantem, 

Armis erexit, legibus emollivit, 

Scicntia cxornavit. 

Si sis Britannus, 

Possis ctiain glori.ari 
Militareni Romiili Virtutcm, 

Civilem Rumic Sapientiam. 
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Philosoplncam Aiitonhii DignHatcm, 
Unlcc in sc complccli 
Britminici jUfrccli nomcn. 


W. S/ 


Tu.vn'Sl.vtioNj nv Tin: runsnxx Eaiu, or Ennox. 
Whosoever you nrc, 

'Wlielhcr a lover of liberty, or of literature, 
Look up with reverential eyes 
At the image of that man, 

AVho raised by arms, civilized by laws, 

And adorned by seience, 

His country, previously 
Distressed by foreign foes, 

And labouring under domestic wildness of manners 
Together with the most degrading ignorance. 

If you arc a Briton 
You may also be able to boast 
That the name of the British Alfred 
Singularly comprises within itself 
The military valour of Bomidus, 

The civil wisdom of Niima, 

And the philosophic dignity of Antoninc. 
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CHAPTER XXIL 
1805, 1806. 

EOIUAN CATHOLIC CLAIMS : LOKD ELDON’s FIRST SPEECH AGAINST 

THEM.- — TOTE OP CENSURE ON LORD SEELVH.LE. "WITNESSES’ 

INDEMNITY BILL. LETTERS OF LORD ELDON TO THE REY. S. S'WIRE, 

AND TO THE HON. ELIZ. SCOTT. DECLINE OF MR. PITT’s 

HEALTH. DECEASE OF LORD ELDON’s ELDEST SON, THE HON, 

JOHN SCOTT : LETTERS OF LORD ELDON"' ANT) SIR IVILLIAM SCOTT 
CONCERNTNG HIS ILLNESS AND DEATH : HIS EPITAPH AND CHA- 
RACTER : LETTERS OP MR. PITT, MR. "WILBERFORCE, LORD ELLEN- 

BOROUGH, ETC. DEATH OP MR.' PITT. FORMATION OF THE 

M'HIG mmSTRX. THE EING’S HHTIGATED PEELING AS TO HOI. 

FOX. — LORD ELDON’s FAREWELL ADDRESS TO THE CH.VNCERr 
BAR : HIS PARTING INTERITEW MTTH THE KING : JIEMORANDTOl 
IN HIS JUDICIAL NOTE BOOK RESPECTING HIS ACCEPTANCE AND 
RESIGNATION OF THE GREAT SEAL. 

It Tvas on the 25th of March 1805, that Lord 
Grenville caUed the attention of the country to tlic 
claims of the Roman- Catholics, by jiresenting a pe- 
tition to the House of Lords from the leading men of 
their body in Ireland. A duf»licate of it was presented 
by Mr. Fox to the House of Commons oh the same 
day. Of this important document, whicli may be 
considered as a fair statement of the claimants’ case, 
the substance is added here, on account of the promi- 
nent part taken b)’’ Lord Eldon, from that time to the 
end of his life, upon the great subjects wliich tins 
question involved. 

The petitioners, after declaring tlieir attnclimcnt to the 
person, family, and government of the Sovereign, their gni- 
titnde for tlic amelioration of their condition by the Inw.-^ 
enacted during his reign, and their « predilection for “ the 
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nclnurnblc principles of the British Constitution,” a]>pcnl to 
their conduct in taking certain oaths, ami to the sacrifices 
made by them in refusing others, ns proofs of their reverence 
for ohligations so sacred. They refer particularly to the oaths 
of allciriancc and alnurjition taken by them; and afiinn their be- 
Hef that no evil act can be justified by the pretence of the good 
of the Clmrch, or by the command of any ecclcsiastic.'d power. 
They deny it to be an arlielc of the Boman Catholic faith 
that the Pope is infallible, or tliat sin enn be forgiven at the 
will of the Pope, or of any other priest, or j)crson ; and 
declare that they believe themselves bound to defend, to the 
utmost of their power, the settlement and arrangement of 
propciiy as established by law. They state that they have 
solemnly abjured any intention to subvert the present Church 
Establishment for the purpose of introducing a Catholic 
Establishment in its stead, and that they have also solemnly 
sworn not to exercise any privilege they may obtain to 
disturb or wo;\kcn the Protestant religion or government in 
Ireland. And they observe that a period of twenty-six years 
had elapsed since the King and the Irish Parliament, in 
enacting certain relaxations of the disabilities and incapacities 
of the Irish Koman Catholics, had declared their “ uniform 
peaceable behaviour for a long series of years.” The petition 
went on to enumerate the then existing disabilities of the 
Koman Catholics for various offices, civil, naval, and mili- 
tary, and to detail the pi'actical evils thereby endured by 
them; adverting particularly to the hostile spirit produced 
against them by the ignominy of exclusion, and to the dis- 
tinction, which, having conceded to them the elective, yet still 
continued to deny to them the representative franchise : which 
closed the avenues of lawful ambition : deprived the Koman 
Catholic peerage of its share in the legislative re2:>rcscntatioii : 
and, by refusing to the Koman Catholic Bar the honours of 
the law, reduced their practice to a pecuniary traffic. After 
representing the deti’imcnt occasioned to the country in all 
branches of service, civil and military, from the denial of the 
honours and rewards which are the most powerful incentives 
to merit, the jjetitioners declared, that '' they do not seek or 
wish, in the remotest degree, to Injure or encroach upon 
“ the rights, indvileges, immunities, possessions, and revenues 



492 


LIFE OF LOED 


a'Ppei’taining to the bishops and clergy of the Protestant 
‘^religion, or to the churches committed to their charge;” 
and they urge their req^uest, as conducive to the general 
strength and happiness of the kingdom, and to the extinction 
of rehgious animosities. They pray therefore to be relieved 
from the operation of the several statutes in force against 
them, and to be restored to the full enjoyment of the British 
constitution. 

On Friday, the lOtli of May, Lord Grenville moved 
for a committee of the whole House, in order to take 
this petition into consideration. At four o’clock of 
the next morning the debate was adjourned to Monday 
the 13th, on wliich day the Lord Chancellor made his 
first formal declaration of resistance to the objects 
of the petitioners. 

Those objects, he conceived, were inconsistent with our 
Protestant Constitution, wliich he felt it the duty of the 
House to transmit to their posterity as jDure as they had re- 
ceived it from then’ ancestors. It had been urfred that the 
I)etition was presented on behalf of four millions of his hla- 
jesty’s subjects; but the considerations which sho'uld deter- 
mine the House were the objects and the reasonableness of 
the petition itself, not the numbers of the petitioners. l^Hiat- 
ever was required by the prmciple of religions tolcivation liad 
been ah-eady conceded to the Boman Catholics. TJicre was 
•some check, or some limitation in the case of almost every 
class of the people. The candidate for office or for parlia- 
mentary representation was called upon for tests, for oaths, 
and qualifications. The Dissenter was admitted onl}' on liis 
conformity with the tests prcsci-ibcd. The eldest sons of the 
Scots peers were not admissible into the representation of 
Scotland. The liberties of the country might be said to be 
sustained b}^ a system of chocks ; and cxchusions were apjdicd 
against Protestants no less than against the present peti- 
tioners. H.ay, the Roman Catholics of Ireland had a greater 
latitude in the form of their oath of allegiance than was 
allowed to the Protestant Disscntcr-s of Kngland; for tluj 
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Irish Homan Catholics were required only to swear allegiance 
to the Kang and liis family, whereas the form of the English 
oath was, to the King and his family, hcing Protestants. 
The British Constitution was not based upon the principle of 
equal rights to all men indiscriminately, but of equal rights 
to all men conforming to, and complying with, the tests 
which that Constitution required for its security. In order 
to give due effect to the principle of the Act of Settlement 
and of the Bill of Bights, the councils as well as the person 
of the Sovereign should be Protestant. In enlarging upon 
the danger of surrounding a Protestant King with a Catholic 
Cabinet, he quoted a saying of Lord Somers, that the Coro- 
nation oath was the Magna Charta of the existing consti- 
tution of Britain.” Nor could he forget the contumacious 
conduct of the present Boman Catholic Clergy in Ireland, 
Avho assumed, in violation of law, not only the high titular 
dignities of the Church, but also the ecclesiastical functions of 
a hierarchy. 

The debate continued till six o’clock on the foBow- 
ing morning, when the motion for a Committee was 
negatived by a division of 178 against 49. A motion 
to the like effect, which was made by Mr. Fox in the 
House of Commons on the 13th of the same month of 
May, and on which the debate was adjourned to the 
14th, was negatived at five o’clock in the morning of 
'Wednesday the 15th, by a division of 336 against 124. 

There was no subsequent debate during this Session, 
of any great permanent interest, in which the Lord 
Chancellor took a conspicuous part. From May to 
July,' his attention in the House of Lords was most 
frequently occupied with the proceedings against 
Judge Fox, and the claims of the Duke of Atholl in 
Tespect of the sovereignty and revenues of the Isle 
of Man. 

Meanwhile, however, an event had occurred of a 
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nature extremely perplexing to the Cabinet, namely 
a vote of the House of Commons, which pronounced 
Lord Melville, then first Lord of the Ainiralty, to 
have committed, when Treasurer of the Ha^y, “a 
gross violation of the law and a high breach of duty,” 
in conniving at a misplacement of public money by 
the Havy paymaster. This vote had been immediately 
followed by the resignation of Lord Melville, who was 
succeeded at the head of the Board of Admiralty by 
Admiral Sir Charles Middleton, thereupon created 
Lord Barham. 

The loss of Lord Melville’s energy and talent was 
a heavy blow to the Government, and especially to 
Mr. Pitt, who, during so many years of his official 
life, had been in habits of the utmost reliance on, and 
confidence in, his able colleague. Mr. Pitt’s annoy- 
ance was not a little aggravated by the adverse line 
which Lord Sidmouth and his adherents took upon 
this irritating question. On the 9th of July, the 
Commons j)resentcd, at the Bar of the House of Lords, 
their articles of impeachment against Lord Mehnlle; 
and, on the 10th, Lord Sidmouth and Lord Bncldng- 
hamshire resigned their offices, in which thej' were 
succeeded, the former by Lord Camden, and the latter 
by Lord Harrowby. Before the articles were ex- 
hibited, a bill had been sent up from the Commons, 
for securing to the witnesses, who might give evidence 
on the impeachment, an indemnity as well from any 
civil as from any criminal proceedings to which tliey 
might expose themselves by their examinations, il'lic 
Lord Chancellor urged, and efiected, the rejection of 
the civil part of the indemnity, on the ground that as 
a witness has no right to withhold an answer on the 
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score of its tendency to fix him witli a civil liability, 
a protection against this liability reinoves no legal 
obstacle to the discovery of trntb.* 

The business of ISOo was wound up by a proroga- 
tion, on the 12th of July, the Royal speech being 
delivered by the Lord Chancellor. 

The letter which follows will show how little the 
world and its glories had been able to alienate the 
heart of Lord Eldon from early affections and simple 
pleasures : — 

Dear Swire^ (Endorsed, July 10th, 1805.) 

I have just this moment received your letter ; and I 
can sincerely assure you that no event of my life has given 
me greater pleasure, than that of being at last able, by doing 
anything which could be in any degree acceptable to you, to 
secure to myself the real comfort which I shall have, if I 
survive the labours in which I live, in the reflection, during 
the few years which can remain to a person destroyed by 
labour, that I had been anxious to testify the affectionate re- 
gard, which, for the many years that are gone by, I have 
entertained, and I have had so much reason to entertain, for 
you. To prevent all disappointment, I had signed the fiat for 
your presentation when I wrote to you, and I shall direct the 
presentation itself to be immediately sealed. I have notliing 
to ask in return, but that you will continue to think of me 
with the partiality and kindness which I have so long expe- 
rienced, and to allow me to hope that I may yet spend some 
happy day under your roof, secluded for awliile from a selfish, 
ambitious, interested, luxurious Avorld, that hath not an idea 
of the comforts of a college commons, or the repast of a par- 
sonage dinner, when the landlord and his host f meet, with the 
same ideas upon ah things, unaffected by the changes and 

« 45 Geo. 3. c. 126. See Chap. XXUI. 

f Host, in the sense of guest. See observations on the seal of 
the Newcastle Hoast-men, in the first chapter. 
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cbances of life, ' which governed them both in the same stair- 
case in college. I have gained much at home by this little 
incident, for X/ady Eldon loves me better eveiy time she 
remarks that I think of you. With regards to hlrs. S. 

Believe me, with her affection and mine. 

Yours truly and faithfully, 

Eldon.” 

The next epistle is in a ludicrous vein. It is ad- 
dressed on the 28th of August in the same year, 1805, 
to his eldest daughter, who had written for some 
mourning with very minute instructions to her maid. 
The following is an extract ; — 

Dear Bess, 

“We have just received, (eight o’clock this Wednesday 
evening) your letter, composed of five half slieets, quarter 
sheets, and half quarter sheets, and scraps. j\Ianning and I 
mean to look into your bottom drawer for your wooden lox, 
and then, with your bimeh of keys, to rummage your red 
box for the black things, and then we shall look into your 
lohite and green box and collect your handkerchief, gloves, 
bugles, &c., and I hope we shall either find the rubbish in the 
right box or the lorong box. We shall put every thing black 
into a xohite sheet of paper, and your black things and tchife 
things shall come with j\Iiss Fawcett’s white and black thngs. 

I am glad you think it will not be of any consequence whether 
we are or not in the wrong box, by not being able to find the 
white and green box. 

-x- % ^ ^ ^ 

We do see that you wish to have yoxir black things, and 
some how or other will contrive to have you blackened either 
out of the red box, or the g7’ce7i and ichife box, or the right 
box, or the 7C7'ong box. 

“ As to all other mattcr.s * 

as soon as I know wliethcr I shall be in the idght box or the 

wro 7 ig box I’ll write to you ag.un. 

“ Yours, with love of all, ever .aficctionatcly, 

« Eldon.” 
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Tlie following comiminication is from Mr. Oliver 
I'cii*i*Gr • 

“During a, visit of Lord and Lady LUlon in 
to my uncle Mr. Farrer, at Eltlmm, it lm])])on(Hl Hint 
tlie Ocean, a ninety-eiglit gun slnp, ^Yas to ijc launclu’d 
at WooLvicli: and arrangements were made llu\i Die 
■whole party from my uncle’s should go to wit.ness llic 
sight. On the morning of the clay on "which the hiunch 
was to take place, a letter by express ^Yas brought to 
Lord Eldon at the breakfast table. MDien lie had 
read it, he said it was a summons to a cabinet council. 
We all expressed our hopes that he "would not lie 
under the necessity of going. AYith a smile he replied, 
‘No, I will not go; because, though I may attend 
other cabinet councils, I never can have another 
opportunity of seeing the Ocean launched.’ 

“ The carriage being filled with the ladies, and my 
uncle and James going on horseback (Lord Eldon 
was no equestrian), he himself proposed and insisted, 
though it was a very dirty day, that he and I should 
walk to Woolwich, about four miles. We accordingly 
' started through mud and mire. From the rapidity 
of Lord Eldon’s walldng, we were in a dirty plight 
when we arrived at the gates of the dockjmrd. In 
vain we sued for admittance. The gatekeeper Avas 
inexorable: ‘ it was not for such like to be admitted.’ 
In the midst of the party, a Lord of the Admiralty, or 
some high official, I don’t exactly remember who, 
came up, and upon seeing Lord Eldon, called out, 
My Lord Chancellor, what are you doing here ? ’ 
Lord Eldon answered, ‘Waiting to get in; but not, it 
■\Yould seem, in a likely way-^to succeed -without your 


aid.’ In 

VOL. I. 


a moment, on hearing this address, the gate 

I I 
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was tliromi open, and we were ushered in, dirt and all, 
to the grand stand, in which was Queen Carohne (then 
Princess of Wales). The moment Lord Eldon entered 
the door, she saw him, beckoned him to her side, and 
kept him in conversation the whole time of the pro- 
ceeding, to her gain, but to our loss. During our 
walk Lord Eldon was (as indeed he invariably was) 
most kind and entertaining. I well remember our 
speaking of the jDrofession for which he knew I was 
intended. He said, ‘ Oliver, let me warn you, never 
be ambitious of the highest honour of the law. Believe 
me when I give you word, that I have not known 
a single day of full freedom from anxiety, since I have 
held the great seals. I have not Icnown real happiness 
since I exchanged the office of Chief Justice of the 
Common Pleas for that of Lord Chancellor. If it 
were to do again, with my present knowledge, nothing 
should induce me to give up a situation of ease and 
comfort for the highest honours, accompanied, as they 
are, by incessant anxiety. As Chief Justice of the 
Common Pleas I was comj)letely haj^py.’ ” 

The anxieties and labours of office had J10^Y sensibly 
impaired the health of Mr. Pitt, who had of late been 
conducting the public business in tiie House of Com- 
mons, almost vdthout assistance, and against an active 
and keen Opposition. The Anecdote Book lias a short 
but remarkable reminiscence of a conversation with 
him at tliis closing period of liis life. 

“ I went witli Mr. Pitt, not long before liis death, 
from Roeliampton to Windsor. Among muc)i con- 
versation upon various subjects, I oiiscin-ed to liim 
that Ills station in life must liave given iiiin better 
opportunities of knowing men than almo>t any otlier 
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person conld possess ; and I asked Avlietlier his inter- 
course with them, upon the whole, led liiin to think 
that the greater part of them were governed by rea- 
sonably honourable principles, or by corrupt motives. 
His answer was, that he had a favourable opinion of 
mankind upon the whole, and that he believed that 
the majority was really actuated by fair meaning and 
intention.” 

The latter part of this j^ear produced events of 
great importance to the fortunes of the war. The 
capitulation of Ulm, by which, in October 1805, 
30,000 Austrians became the prisoners of Napoleon, 
had given to France a tremendous superiority in the 
struggle upon the Continent ; but in a few days after- 
wards her power and pretensions at sea had been 
absolutely annihilated by the destruction of the united 
navy of France and Spain off Cape Trafalgar, the 
dearly-bought triumph which cost the life of Lord 
Nelson. In December, the scale again turned in 
favour of France, whose success at Austerlitz, against 
the combined forces of Austria and Russia, so crippled 
the strength of the Austrians and depressed the spirit 
of their Emperor, as to leave the continental states of 
Europe for many subsequent years under the almost 
uncontrolled dominion of Napoleon. 

Mr. Pitt, who had been the chief artificer of the 
coalition between Austria and Russia, had been forced, 
by increasing illness, to Bath, where he received the 
tidings of this great battle, and of the paralysing con- 
vention which followed it; and the intelligence of 
these astounding events gave an irreparable bloAv to 
his drooping constitution.- tiis declining state ivas 
a source of great grief and anxiet}' to Lord Eldon, as 
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well from personal regard, as in reference to the general 
condition of the country’s affairs, and to those peculiar 
prejudices of the King which were lihely to embarrass 
the formation of a Government under any other Miu is- 
ter. But Lord Eldon was now about to be visited 
with an affliction still nearer and deeper, — the loss 
of his eldest son. On the 10th of December, the 
family circle had received a jo^T^fol addition in the 
birth of the present Earl : — on the 24th, the young 
heir became an orphan. 

The following particulars of the death of his father 
are from the Earl himself : — 

“ M}?- father’s last illness was of but brief duration. 
On the 9tli of December 3805, the evening preceding 
the da}'' of my birth, he had retired to iDed very early 
with a bad cold, being liable to suffer from asthma, 
but in cheerful spirits, as appears from his having 
then amused himself in composing a poetical quiz on 
an exaggerated account of a friend’s shooting exploits. 
Anxiety for my mother’s well-doing decidedly aggra- 
vated his illness, though there was, on this occasion, 
no particular reason for alarm. Among other letters 
written bj'' him consequent on my birth, were three t.o 
his mother-in-law, Lady Ridley, on the 10th, 11th, 
and 12th. In none of them is apprehension of danger 
intimated respecting the healtli of any of the parties. 
The letter of the 12th, being the last he ever wrote, 
concludes with these words : — 

We are much easier to-day, and I liave nothing to think 
of tiiat is not conifortaWc upon llie subject of J/y Tiro. 

‘ IMy poor mothc:', who was here on Sunday, is confined 
for the present with a violent cold, and I nm cneetually in 
the same situation here (but that I do not regret, I nm alum4- 
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glad of itj) from tlie same cause. I am not very likely to 
q^iiit my groTind, you may depend upon it, Having no pleasure 
to pursue out of tliis house while Henrietta is in it. 

^ YourSj as ever, 

^ J. S.’ 

“ On Saturday, the 21st, the illness assumed a more 
serious aspect than before, and my father suffered 
acutely from violent spasmodic affections, until his 
decease on Tuesday the 24;th.” 

The succeeding letters show how heavily this 
visitation was felt by Lord Eldon and his family. 

Lord Eldon to Sir William Scott. 

“ Eight o’clock, Tuesday Morning. (Dec. 24.) 

John has had an extreme bad night, and is this morning 
very ill. My poor daughter-in-law is of course informed 
as favourably as possible, her own situation requiring it. 
— 4 o’clock. — The report of the physicians is, that John is 
worse to-day than yesterday. They still say they will not pro- 
nounce there is danger. His pain great, his spirits sinking. 
May God, in mercy, give him some relief, for the con- 
tinuance of this cannot be long as it is. With aU affection, 

« E.” 


Lord Eldon to Sir Vf^lliam Scott. 

“ My ever dear Brother, (December 24tli.) 

" With a broken heart I inform you that, before I had 
Avritten the last paragraph of the letter I sent by this day’s 
post, my poor, dear, dear John was no more. I am so dis- 
tressed, and all around me is such a scene of distraction and 
misery, that I know not Avhat to do. May God Almighty 
preserve you and yours from what we suffer ! His mother is 
liAung in my arms out of one hysteric into another ; and his 
poor Avidow is in a state Avhich can neither be conceded nor 
described. For myself, I am your exev CA^er affectionate, but 
ever ever unhappy brother, “ Eldon.” 


II 3 
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Lord Eldon to Lady Ridley. — (Extract.) 

“ 25tli Dec. 

“ Wliat I Avrite I cannot read again, and I am Avliolly unfit 
to write; but to you, as connected with my dear, dear de- 
parted son, and with tliose wlio Avill eA^er be most dear to me, 
I OAYC tlie attempt to try, with what fortitude I can, to relicA^e, 
as far as may be, your mind about poor dear, dear Henrietta. 
That she suffers much, A'ery much, is not to be AA'ondered at; 
but, thank God ! her own health AAms so much restored, ihat I 
hope she has strength to meet her sufferings ; and, having been 
tAvice Avith lier alone, last night and this morning, I find licr 
mind stored with principles of resignation, virtue, and religion, 
Avhich lead me to hope that affection and attention will bear 
her tlnough this almost unexampled calamity. I am to sit 
Avith her again this CA^ening. 

^ ^ *1 

I bless God I have got thus far in this letter. Nature, 
and a deeply afflicted, A^ery deeply afflicted father’s feelings, 
so unman me, that I must stop here till to-morroAV. 

Affection to Sir Matthew and the family from all here. 

“ Your most heart-broken 

“ Eldon.” 

A feAY days later, Sir William Scott AA’rites to his 
daughter, — 

Dear Mary Anne, 

I grow more uncertain Avhen I shall get doAA’n, for tilings 
groAA^ Avoi’se in Bedford Sq^uare instead of better. Her (Lady 
Eldon’s) gi'ief is still as Avild and passionate as ever, Avith- 
out the least abatement. She takes hardly any sustenance 
and is falling aAvay in such a dcgi-ce, that I .‘'■iionld not be 
surprised at any consequences that Avore to follow from the 
decay of her strength. It is impossible to describe the degn e 
in Avhich my brother is worn doAvn by the constant at ten I ions 
he is obliged to pay to her. She Avill hardly suffer him to be 
out of the room, and, dm*ing the Avholo time he is ihoro, he is 
a Avitness to the indulgence of .^uch sorroAV, ns if is (jnite im- 
])0ssible for any man to stand. He -is mnch affected in his 
hoailh. She Avou't hear as yet of going ont of town, Avhich i ' 
the only thing that can save her. lily brother \vi>hcs to tahe 
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lier, as soon as possible, to Mr. Smith’s house, near Harrow, 
hut as she has not yet consented to move out of the room 
into any other room in the house, I can’t guess when she 
will consent to remove into the country. The poor widow 
behaves with most exemplary resignation ; I think her con- 
duct is as proper as can possibly be : her father and mother 
are not arrived, nor am I certain when they come. I stiE 
remain in the desme of coming down on Thursday, if I can 
do so consistently with my duty. As to turning my back 
upon my brother the very morning the funeral is over (in his 
present condition 1) I am incapable of it.” 

“ On Tuesday, December 31st,” writes the present 
Earl, “ the funeral took place at Cheshunt, according 
to my father’s desire; on the day of his marriage, 
he had gone to Woodgreen, near that place, and had 
resided there for several months : it appears that 
during this period, when attending the church at 
Cheshunt, he had indicated a spot in the churchyard 
where he wished to be buried, wherever he should 
die, to a friend and relative, Mr. William Villiers 
Surtees, and that, oi\his death-bed, he reminded him 
of this, his desire. Lord Eldon was chief-mourner.” 

Lord Eldon to Sir William Scott.' 

(Not dated, but -written soon after the funeral.) 

“Dear Sh William, 

“ Struggling between grief and gratitude, I cannot tell 
liow to thank you. I beseech you, think of nothing but your 
health. "Wherever I look round me I look in vain for com- 
fort. But constant assurances of your health wiU. comfort 
me, under any circumstances in which I shaU be placed. My 
poor wife is just as when you last saw her. I wiU endeavour 
to execute all the duties I have upon me as weU as I can, and 
I trust a just and merciful God will aid and direct me and 
those whose state must in a degree influence me. Affection of 
all to all. 

Yours, while on earth, 

“ Eldox. 


I I 4 
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"" They found this morning a paper dated February 1805, 
in these nmrds, I particularly much -wish to be deposited in 
Cheshunt churchyard, Herts, and a blue box with me. J. S.’ 

“ Thank God, brother, this was all done ; but oh ! mark 
the date. 

“ Yours everlastingly, here and hereafter, 

« Eldon.” 


The epitaph of Mr. Scott, was composed by his 
uncle, Sir William. It is as follows : — 

To the memory of tlie Honourable John Scott, 
(Eldest son of John Baron Eldon,) 

Who at the age of thirty-one years was removed by death 
From the hojDes and affections of his family and friends. 

To all of whom he was eminently endeared. 

By the purity of his moral and religious principles. 

By the integrity of his publick conduct. 

By the graces of a highly cultivated understanding. 

And 

By a peculiar sweetness of disposition and manners. 

This last painful testimony of regard is dedicated 
By his disconsolate Father 
And 

Bj’’ his afflicted Widow, 

(Henrietta Elizabeth, dauglitcr of Sir klatlhcw Wliife Bidicy, 

Baronet,) 

With Avhom he had been happily united for the space of little 

more than one year. 

And 

By AA’hom ho has left an only Son, 

Born about three Avccks before his oavu decease, 

Wliich took place on the 24th of December 1805.” 

The abilities of j^fr. Scott, naturally good, had 
been well cultivated, and were guided by a sound 
pidgmcnt, a correct taste, and a regard for the feeling*^ 
of others, lie was .sensitive, and among strangers, ti 
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little sliy ; and these tendencies, concurring with, 
and perhaps partly arising from, a somewhat delicate 
constitution, ' unfitted him for the struggles of busy 
life."^' At one time he was desirous of some perma- 
nent occupation ; hut to this wish his father’s answer, 
Idndly and considerately given, was only, “ John, there 
must he some idle men in the world.” To his father, 
mother, and wife, he was devotedly affectionate ; and 
in the little circle of his friends he had an open and 
cordial demeanour, mth an easy, gentle address. His 
religious principles, being sound, deep, and practical, 
begot in him a strict and pure morality, and a cheer- 
fulness often playful. He was prepossessing in his 
appearance, the want of personal height being more 
than compensated by a well-proportioned form, an 
intelligent eye, and a benevolent expression of coun- 
tenance. 

The illness under which Mr. Pitt was sinking, did 
not prevent the expression of his sympathy : — 

Mr, Pitt to Sir William Scott. 

“ My dear Sir, , “ Bath, Dec. 27th, 1805. 

‘‘ It is with great regret I break in upon you in the mo- 
ment of a calamity in which you so nearly participate ; hut I 
feel too deeply for the loss which the Chancellor and all his fii- 
mily have sustained, not to he anxious to inquire how he and 
they support themselves under this heavy affliction. I know 
how vain every topic of consolation must he in the first im- 
pression of so much just sorrow, but I trust he will gradually 
find the relief, which even the sympathy and affection of his 
friends cannot administer, in the resignation and fortitude of 
his own mind. You will, I am sure, pardon my giving you 

■* He served, howevei', in two Parliaments, succeeding his father 
as member for Boroughbridge, which he represented until his 
death. 
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this trouble^ and will oblige me much by any account yon 
can give me. I much wish he maj’- be induced to try for a 
time the benefit of change of scene^ and of a place of quiet. 

“ Believe me, my dear Sm, 

With great truth and regard, 

‘‘ Most faithfully and sincerely yours, 

W. Pitt.” 

3fi'. Wilberforce to Lord Eldon. 

“ Eothley Temple, near Leicester, Dec. 30th, 3805. 

I hope I am not taking an improper liberty in breaking 
in upon your Lordship for one moment, for the purpose of 
assuring you how sincerely I sympathise with yom* Lordship 
on the melancholy and unexpected event (if in such an 
uncertain world anything can be unexpected) of which I 
have very recently heard. Being myself a father, and know- 
ing the warmth of your Lordship’s domestic feelings, I am 
aware how deeply you must suffer, hlay that Almighty 
Being, who has infiicted the stroke, support your Lordship 
under it 1 

Excuse this testimony of regal’d from one who will ever 
take an interest in what conceras you •, and believe me to be, 
Avith real respect and attachment. 

Your Lordsliip’s obliged and faithful Servant, 

W. WlLBERFOKCt:.” 

‘‘ P. S. Of course I expect no ansAver.” 


Sir Herbert Taylor to Sir William Scott. 

(c “ Windsor Cnsllc, Doc. 1805. 

“ I have had the honour of submitting to the King your 
letter of yesterday, conveying, liy desire of the Chancellor, 
for his hlajcsty’s information, the mclaiicholy intolligcnco of 
the severe affliction with Avhich lie has been visited in the 
death of his eldest .^on; and I have been honoured with hi- 


hlajcsty’s comraand.s to request 
as.sure the Chancellor that it^'* 
deep concern and regret tliat 
event, and that he sineereb 
feelings upon ic mclanchol 
“ Ilis ^ ’(uninanc’ 


”1 have flic goodjiC'' to 
mt * ' nf very 
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first apprised of itj, intended writing liimself to the Clianccilor, 
and that lie had solely been withheld, from the impression 
that it would be more kind towards him not to disturli him in 
the first moments of his just grief ; that lie would liave been 
very sorry if the Chancellor had distressed his feelings under 
the immediate pressure of so severe a calamity, by person nlly 
makiag this communication; and that his Majesty is truly 
sensible of his attention in requesting you to convey it toll ini. 

“ I have the honour to be, 

“ with great regard, 

“ Sir, 

Your most obedient and very humble Servanl, 

“I-I. Tavloji.'’ 

The Bight Hon. Sir William Scott, &c. &c.” 

Lord EUenhorough to Lord, Chancellor Eldon. 

3Iy dear Lord, 

I have not allowed myself to intrude upon the earlier and 
most sacred moments of vour afniction bv a sin^rle line of vain 
condolence. It would hare been, in my judgment, to have 
trifled with srief such as vours. and to underrate tlie severity 
of such a loss as you have sustained, to conceive tliem caj/able 
of mitigation by the language and topics usually apj/1;e<l t/^ 
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you would most anxiously be disposed to afford it. God bless 
you, my dear friend, and may His merciful proHdence speedily 
enable you to sustain, unbroken, the heavy load of affliction 
which, for wise but inscrutable purposes, it has cast upon 
you, and make (if it be possible) this apparent evil the means 
of greater good to you, both here and liereafter, is the sincere 
prayer of your truly sympathizing and sincerely affectionate 
friend, 

Ellerborough.” 

“Bloomsbury Squai'e, Jan, 16. 1806.” 

The Session of Parliament opened on the 21st of 
January ; and on the 23rd, Mr. Pitt, who had re- 
turned a few days before from Bath to his oivii liouse, 
at Putney, breathed liis last. 

The loss of such a man, hx such a state of iiublic 
affairs, appeared irreparable. Except his father, no 
Jilinister of that already long reign had occupied so 
large a space, in the sight of the nation. He liad 
come, in very early life, to the aid of the Sovereign, 
at a crisis when no other champion could be found 
to make head against a coalition, as powerful in 
Parliament as it was odious both to King and jieojde ; 
and the lofty Mgour of that rescue fixed him in the 
confidence of the Country, as well as of the Court. 
With the same energy and elevation of spirit , lie bore 
the State through the trying emergencies of the 
Regency and of the revolutionary ])ropngandisin ; 
and the lucid majesty and volume of his eloquence, — 
a far more potential influence in Ins day than in ours, — 
tlirew around liim a glory, wliicli, as all tlie efforts oi 
his great contemporaries could not eclipse it, so tlic 
long lapse of succeeding ycar.s has been unable to 
quench or to cloud. 

On the 2dt]i of Janiiaiy, a motion was to have 
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been made in tlie Upper House by Lord Hawkesbury, 
who conducted the business of Government there, for 
a vote of thanks to Lord CoUingwood and the naval 
force which, under his command, had secured the 
fruits of Lord Helson’s ■\dctory at Trafalgar ; but, on 
the day appointed, a postponement of the motion was 
requested by Lord Walsingham on behalf of Lord 
Hawkesbury. The Dul^e of Horfollc, a zealous oppo- 
nent of Mr. Pitt’s Government, said he saw no pos- 
sible reason for the delay, and wished that some 
ground should be assigned for it. The Lord Chan- 
cellor answered him in a few words, conveying an 
assurance that Lord Hawkesbury would be able to 
assign adequate reasons. The motion was then post- 
poned. 

Lord Hawkesbury had been, himself, invited by 
the King to succeed Mr. Pitt, but, after due consider- 
ation of the difficulties surrounding him, had declined 
to undertake so grave a responsibility. Thus the 
King, compelled by the state of parties to entrust 
LorL GrenviUe with the formation of a ]\Iinistry, had 
now no alternative but to accept Mr. Fox as one of its 
leading members ; and his Majesty is understood to 
have submitted to the unwelcome necessity with the 
best possible grace. Lord Grenville became First 
Lord of the Treasury, and Mr. Fox, Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs; Lord Erskine, Lord Chancellor ; 
Lord Fitz-William, President of the Council; Lord 
Sidmouth, Lord Privy Seal; Lord Moira, Master 
General of the Ordnance ; Mr. Grey, First Lord of 
the Admiralty ; Lord Spencer, Home Secretary ; Mr. 
Windham, Secretary for War and Colonies; and 
Lord Henry Petty, Chancellor of the Exchequer; 
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while Lord Ellenborougli took a seat in the Cabinet, 
tliough continuing to fiU the Office of Lord Chief 
Justice of the King’s Bench. Such was the com- 
position of the showy Cabinet, designated boastfully 
among its friends, and derisively among its foes, by 
the appellation of AH the Talents. 

Each change of Administration since 1801, had 
been unpleasing to the King ; but upon further 
acquaintance, his prejudice against j\Ir. Fox became 
much abated. Some time . after the dissolution of 
the Whig }\Iinistry, the Edng said it was but 
just to acknowledge, that Mr. Fox, though certainly 
forced upon him, had never presumed upon that 
circumstance to treat his Sovereign like a person in 
his power, but had always conducted himself frankly 
and yet respectfully, as it became a subject to behave. 

“ His manner,” the King was wont to say, “ con- 
“ trusted remarkably ndtli that of another of the 
“ Whig Ministers, who, when he came into office, 

“ walked up to me in the way I should have expected 
“ from Buonaparte after the battle of Austerlitz.” 

Lord Eldon, on the 3d of FcbrLia7y, aimouuced 
that he should take leave of the Coui-t of Cliancery 
on the following day ; and on the <lth, in rising to 
quit the chair which lie had occupied with so gretit - 
a reputation, he made the following address to tlic 
Bar 

“ Before I take leave of this Court, I wish to address n few 
words to you, Gentlemen, expressive of the feelings I enter- 
tain for tlic rcsjiectful attention I have on all occasions ex- 
perienced from you. I had doubted whether the nmre 
dignified manner of parting wmdd not be simply to make my 
bow to you, and retire; but observing that X have been rw 
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presented, yesterday and tlie day before, to liave addressed 
you on the subject, I shall not resist the impulse I feel to say 
a few words. I quit the Office I hold without one painful 
reflection. Called to it by authority of those whom it was 
my duty to obey, I have executed it, not well, but to the ex- 
tent of my humble abilities, and the time which I have been 
able to devote to it ; and I enjoy the grateful feeling that 
there is no suitor of this Court who can say I have not ex- 
ecuted it conscientiously. There is yet, however, one painful 
emotion by which I am assailed — it is the taking leave of 
you. In retiring into private life, I am upheld by the hope 
that I shall carry with me the continued esteem of a profes- 
sion, for which I feel an attachment that will descend with 
me to the grave. For the great attention, respect, and 
kindness I have always received from you, accept, gentle- 
men, my sincerest thanks, accompanied by my best wishes for 
your long-continued health and happiness, and uninterrujjted 
prosperity.” 

Mr. Pigot, the ne^w Attorney- General, made a short 
but feeling answer in the name of the Bar. 

On this occasion Lord Eldon writes to his daughter 
as follows : — 

" Dear Bessy, 

“ I took my leave of the Court of Chancery this morning : 
I don’t mean to go to the Woolsack in the House of Lords 
to-morrow, or any more. I am to resign the Seal at two 

o’clock on Friday.” I cannot describe my 

own situation in point of health and feehng otherwise than as 
excellent, as that, which -a man has a right to possess, who, 
having done Iris duty to God, lus King, and to every individual 
upon earth, according to the best of his judgment, has a right 
to support himself under heavy afflictions by the consciousness 
of proud and dignified integrity.” 

It remained that he should wait upon the Sove- 
reign, for the purpose of delivering up the Great Seal. 
His account of that audience, which took place on 
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Friday tlie 7tli of Februaiy, is thus jiresen^ed hy 
Mrs. Forster : — 

“ The King appeared for a few minutes to occupy 
hhiiself with other things ; looking up suddenly, he 
exclaimed, ‘ Lay them down on the sofa, for I 
cannot^ and I will not take them from’ you ? ’ In the 
Ajiecdote Book, Lord Eldon records the same cir- 
cumstance, with this further observation of the King : 
‘ Yet I admit you can’t stay when all the rest have 
rim away.’ Wlien in 1807 I returned into Office, 
he gave me the Seal again in the same kind manner ; 
and he again observed, ‘ I could not expect 3^11 to 
stay when the others ran away.’ ” 

On the resignation of the Great Seal, Lord Eldon 
became entitled to a pension of 4000/. a 3 ^ear, granted 
to him by Eoyal Letters Patent of 24th of April 
1801, in pursuance of the powers given to his 
Majesty by the act of 39 Geo. 3. c. 110. This 
pension, by the form of its limitation, ceased on his 
resumption of the Seals, and revived on his second 
retirement. He enjoyed it therefore from the 7tli of 
February 1806, to tlie 31st of March 1807 j and 
from the 30th of April 1827, till his death. On the 
accession of the Reform Ministiy, who abolished some 
of the patronage of the Great Seal, the retiring pension 
for Chancellors was raised from 4000/. a year to 
5000/., but as the provision was not retrospective. 
Lord Eldon did not benefit 1y it. 

There have been found eleinn MS. boohs in Lord 
Eldon’s liandwriting, wliicli contain notes made by 
him on the Bench. Several of them have in the first 
leaf, the words, “ Thou slialt do no unrighteousness 
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in judgment:”^" as if lie were desirous to keep him- 
self perpetually in mind of liis first duty. The book 
dated “ December 1805 — December 1807 ” has, on 
its last leaf, the following memorandum, concluding 
■with some lines from a chorus in one of the tragedies 
ascribed to Seneca f: — 

“ On Friday, 7th February 1806, I resigned the 
Great Seal to his Majesty at the Queen’s House. 
When I took the office of Chief Justice of the Com- 
mon Pleas, his Majesty required from me a promise 
that I would not refuse the Great Seal, when he 
should call upon me to take it. When his Majesty 
took the Seal from my hands, his Majesty’s demeanour 
and assurances were in all respects satisfactory to 
me.” 


“ Stet, quicunque volet, potens 
Aulse cuhnine lubrico : 

Me dulcis saturet quies. 
Obscuro positus loco, 

Leni perfruar otio. 

NuUis nota Quiritibus 
^tas per taciturn fluat : 

Sic, cum transierint mei 
Nullo cum strepitu dies, 
Plebeius moriar senex. 
lUi mors gravis incubat 


* “ Ye stall do no unrighteousness in judgment.” — Leviticus, 
xix. 15. 35. 

I Thyestes, line 391. Act H. 
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Qui, notus nimis omnibus, 

Ignotus moritur sibi.” * 


Note by the present Eabi.. — To do justice in tlie English 
language to this passage is hardly possible : the following transla- 
tion, however, is almost literal : — 

Let him, who shall desire it, stand in power 
On the slippery height of the mansion : 

Me let sweet quiet satisfy. 

Placed in an obscure situation 
May I fully enjoy mild leisure. 

Noted by none of the Eomans 
Through silence may my age flow on ; 

Thus, when my days shall have passed 
"Without noise, 

May I die a plebeian old man. 

On him death presses heavily 
"Who, too well known to the world, 

Dies to himself unknown. 


END OF THE FIRST VOLIBD3. 
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